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P  RE  FA  G  E. 


OUR.  author,  havings  in.  his  Intro^ 
duElion^  Jo  beautipilly  Jet  forth  tbi 
extenfive  ujefulnejs  ofbtfiory  in  gene* 
raU  and  ^a  chronological  abridg-' 
ment   im  particular  i  and  confequently   exr-, 
gained  the  defign  of  the  follonving^  naork^  it 
were  equally  prefiimptuous  and  imnecejjary  t(^ 
%yiiny  thing  k^re  on  thofefubjeSls. 
No  lefs  were  it  impertinent  to  offer  any^ 
w  intelligence  to  the  learned  ivorld),  about 
.  P  performance  which  hath  been  fo  long  its. 
luidmiration ;  or  to  recommend  to  it  an  author, 
^vbofe  name  paffes  all  encomium.     It  is  well 
nown.  that,  whereas  all  other  universal 
iftorians  give  rather  a  collection  of  parti- 
ular  bijioriesy  M.  Bossvi^T  alone  hath  the 
lory  of  producing  a  true  general  hijiory  y , 
vhich,  like  a  general  map^  according  to  hit^  .^ 
wn  excellent  comparifon,  is  only  one,  great^  \ 
)confi/ient  plan,    colleSling    and  arranging,  • 
mith  the  jujiejl  fymmetry  and fuccejjion^fronk^  ^ 
we  beginning  ^  time,  every  thing  material 
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iv.  PREFACE. 

is  ivery  hatioh  i '  and  exBthiting^  in  one  vtew; 
that  important  fcene^  which  alone  can  con-^ 
vev  a  dear  idea^of  the  univerfal  Jit  nation  y 
connexion^  )and  ir4er  of  things.         '^  \ 
,  *  ^WeJhallnotjbo%vever^  infifl  upon  the  ex^ 

tent  and  importance  of  the  fubjeSf^  or  the 
dexterity,  and  extent  of  the  ,  Genius,  that 
emtd  handle  it  in  fo  complete  and  conHfe  a 
Manner  I  that  could  fo  admirably  combine 
Jhered  andpfofane  things,  the  inJiruSlion  of 
the  head  and  the  heart.  But  is  it  not  mat^ 
^^r  ^fjnft  furprize,  that,  notwithfanding 
t%e  deferred' reputation  oj  this  majier-piece 
Bath  brought  it'Hp  lefs  than  thirteen  diffe-- 
rent  times  to  the  prefs^  in  its  own  and  other 
countries,  neither  the  excellence  of  the  work^ 
nor  the  fame  of  the  writer,  Jhould  have 
hitherto  excited  our  countrymen  to  ,promote 
the  naturalization  offo  celebrated  and  valua^ 
vie  a  foreigner  ?  Inhere  was  indeed  an  at-* 
tempi  made',  al>ove  threefcore years  ago,  t^ 
introduce  this  performance  hithfuWy  tn^ 
gliflied  j  or  rather  fo  dtfadvantageoti/ly  me^ 
tdmorpbofed,  that  the  original  could  no  Ion--  ■ 
gkr  he  known:  which  may  ferve  to  account 
Ja^Hisfo  different  reception  in  that  difguife, 
from  what  it  hath  ever  met  with  in  its  na^^ 
tkre  drefs.  Not  only  was  the  mojl  elegant 
aiBion  transformed  into  the'  mofi  barbarous 
Jargon,  but  the  clear'eji;the  fneji  fenfe  mi/^ 

taken^ 
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taken  f  nay^  made  nonfenfe,  in  almofl  &)erj, 
page,  or  rather  every  paragraph.  No  won-- 
der  then  if  an  Englijh  eye  or  ear  turned, 
away^  with , abhorrence^  from  what  appear ^^ 
ed  Jo  Jhockijtgt  and^^f  }t  well  judged^  ufelefs 
what  it  found  unintelligible. 

In  order  therefore  to  vindicate  the  injured  ^ 
author  from  the  fatfe  imprejjions  that  may 
have  thus  naturally  been  received  of  him*,  in 
qrder  to  make  him  as  well  known^  and  con-- 
fequently  as  much  ejleemed,  in  our  country, 
as  he  is  wherever  elfe  tajle  and  learning 
reign*,  in  order  toprefent  to  the.  Public,  what 
it  hath  fo  long  wanted,  a  complete  compen^ 
dium  ofUniverfalHiJiory,has  this  tranjlation 
been  undertaken. 

The  Britijh  youth  will  find  in  it  the  moji 
ufefulclajjicofits  kind-,  whether  it  is  taught 
them  before  they  are  capable  of  Jiudying 
the  large  and  learned  volumes  from  whence 
it  hath  been  digefied^-  or  whether  it  is  read 
afterwards,  Jor  recapitulation*,  or,  in  fine, 
tf  it  is fubfiituted  in  their  place:  a  claffic, 
which  the  learned  and  judicious  M .  Roll  in, 
the  befi  fchool'hifiorian  we  have,  but  whofe 
labours  are  fwelled  almofi  beyond  the  ufe  of 
I  fchoolsy  hath  done  little  elfe  than  paraphrafed 
,^f    as  a  Text,  nor  been  afijamed  to  own  his 

'/^       But  as  our  author  hath  jhewn,  that  the 

^ni  H/f^^^f^  ^f  ^^^  'work  is  not  confined  to  the 

greats 
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.     great,  Jb  may  w?  venture  to  c^rm,  that 

every  a^  and  fe»y  as  well  ap  degree^  may 

^  reap  equal  benefit  from   it.     TV  .youth  it 

affords  an  ent&taintng  ihfiruSlory  to  age  a 

faithful  remembrancer  I  and  to  the  unlearn-- 

ed,  of  whatever  denomination,  a  complete 

fyjlem  tf  "univerfal  knowledge,  facred  and 

profane  I  though  compofed for  the  ufeofthe^ 

great  ejl  Pf-ince  in,  Eur  ope,  adapted  to  the 

reach  of  the  meanefi  fubjeSl.       -  • 
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Memoir   of    the   Author. 


JAMES  BOSSUET,  bifliop  of  Meaux,^  wa* 
.  born  at  Dijon  the  27th  of  September  1627. 
He  received  the  firft  rudiments  of  hia  educatipa . 
in  the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  in  1642  was 
fent  to  raris  to  finifti  his  ftudies  at  the  college  of 
Navarre,  where  he  foon  gave  great  proore  of 
his  abilities  in  his  public  exercifes.  In  1652,  he 
received  the  degree  of  doAor  of  divinity.  Soon^ 
after  he  went  to  Metz,  where  he  was  made  a. 
canon.  Whilft  he  refided  here,  he  applied  him- 
felf  chiefly  to  the  ftudy  of  the  holy  Scripture, 
tad  the  reading  of  the  fathers,  efpecially  St.  Au- 
guftine.  In  a  little  time  he  became  a  celebrated 
preacher,  and  was  invited  td  Paris,  where  he 
had  for  his  hearers  many  of  the  moft  learned 
men  of  his  time,  and  feveral  perfons  of  the  firfl: 
tank  at  court.  In  September  1669,  he  was  cre- 
ated bifhop  of  Condom,  and  the  fame  month 
was  appointed  preceptor  to  the  dauphin,  which 
truft  he  difcharged  in  fuch  a  manner  as  gained 
.  him  univerfal  applaufe,  -a^id^Pc^c  innocent  XI. 
tongratulated  hin^'prf,^^^  occar^cJp^^  in  ,a  very 
genteel  and  polit^.lellEer;,  Whed  hj^.h^d  almoft 
nnilhed  the  edUca^oiC  of  this  prince,  [k^.  jaddref- 
fcd  to  him  his  pifcoi/ts  fur  PHiftoire  OniverfcUe, 
which  was  pu})rifli^d  in  i68ju    About  a  year 
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after  he  was  made  preceptor  he  gave  up  Ks  bHh-" 
op  rick,  becaufe  he  could  not  refide  in  his.dio-^ 
cefe,  on  account  of  his  engagement  at  court.     In 
1680,  the  king  appointed  .-him  firfl:  almoner  to 
th^  dauphirtefs,  and  the  year  after  gzvt  him  the 
•  bifhoprick  of  Meaux.     In   1697  he  was  made 
counfellor  of  ftate,   and  the  year  following  wa^ 
appointed  firfl:  almoner  to  the  dutchefs  of  Bur- 
gundy.    Nor  did  the  learned  world  honour  him 
lefs  than  the  court,  for  he  had  been  admitted  a 
member  of  the  French  academy,    and  in  the 
year   1695,  at  the  defire  of  the  dodors  of  the 
royal  college  of  Navarre,  of  which  he  was  a 
'  member,  the  king  conftituted  him  their  fuperior. 
The  writings  of  M.  Bofluet  had  gained  him 
no  lefs  fame  than  his  fermons.     From  the  year 
1655,  he  had  entered  the  lift  againft  the  pro- 
tfeftants ;  the  moft  famous  piece  which  he  wrote - 
againft  them  was  his  Refutation  du  Catechifme 
de  Paul  Ferri.     In  1 671,  he  wrote  another  piece^ 
-entitled,  L*Ex^ofition  de.  la.dodrine  de  Peglife 
catholique  fur  ks  matieres  de  controverfe.     This 
treatife  had  the  approbation  of  the  bifhops  of 
France,  as  well  as  of  the  prelate^  and  cardinals 
of  Rome,     Innocent  XL  wrote  hirti  two  letters 
on  the  fubjeft,  and,  the  work  was  tranflated  into 
moft  of  the  European  languages;  M,  I'Abbe 
Montaign  was  the  author  of  the  Englifh  tranfla-  . 
tion.     He  had- brought:  ll^k  ieveral  to  the  Ro- 
mifh  church:  "wlio  nac£-'em]^ac?d  the  proteftant 
reiigion»\aia';it\wis*fbr\rhe;^^^  fuch,  that 

in  i682rhe!puBlifhed  his  Traite  de^  la  communi-. 
on  foujs  les  deux  efpeces,  and  his  Lettre  paftoralc, 
aiix  neuveaiix  catholiques;  *  InlL6S6*he  pubtifh- 
ed  hisHiffpire  des  Eglifes  Protc^ijtds,  for  which. 
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as  well  as  feveral  other  of  his  writings,  he  was  at-- 
tacked  by  McfT.  Jurieu,  Burnet,  BaJTnage,  and  fe- 
veral other  proteftant  minifters.  He  always  dif- 
tinguiftied  himfelf  as  a  zealous  >  advocate  for  the 
catholic  religion  J  and  fo  great  was  his  defire. to 
bring  about  a  re-union  of  the  proteftants  with 
the  church  of  Rome,  that  for  this  purpofe  he 
voluntarily  offered  to  travel  into  foreign  coun-' 
tries.  He  formed  feveral  fchemes  to  bring 
about  fuch  areconciliation,  which  were  approved 
of  by  the  church  of  Rome,  and  might  perhaps 
have  had  fome  fuccefs,  had  not  the  fucceeding 
wars  prevented  his  putting  them  in  execution,  • 
His  writi;igs  in  regard  to  the  difputes  with  the- 
proteftants,  and  againft  Quietifm,  make  feveral.' 
volumes. 

There  are  extant  of  his  feveral  very  celebrated 
funeral  orations,  particularly  thofe  which  he 
preached  on  the  queen-mother  of  France  ixv 
1667,  on  the  queen  of  England  1669,  on  the 
Daupthinefs  1670,  on  the  queen  of  France  1683, 
on  the  princefs  Palatine  1685,  on  chancellor  Le 
Tellier  1686,  on  the  prince  de  Conde  Lewis  de 
Bourbon  1687.  Nor  amidft  all  the  great  affairs 
in  which  he  was  employed  did  he  negleA  the 
duty  of  his  diocefe.  The  Statuts  Synodaux, 
which  he  publiftied  in  1691^  and  feveral  other  of 
his  pieces,  ftiew  how  attentive  he  was  to  maintain 
regularity  of  difcipline  amongft  the  clergy,  and 
all  the  monafteries  under  his  Jurifdiftiori,  and 
this  he  did  with  fo  much  affabihty  and  difcreti- 
on  as  rendered  him  univerfally  loved  and  refped- 
ed.  After  having  fpent  a  life  wholly  devoted  to 
the  fervice  of  the  church,  he  died  at  Paris  the 
42  th  of  April  1704,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age. 

He 
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'  He  was  buried  at  M^aux,  where  his  funeral  was 
honoured  with  the  prefence  of  many  prelates  hi^ 
friends^  and  an  oration  was  pronounced  in  hi^ 
praife  by  father  de  la  Rue  the  jefuit.  The  fame 
honour  was  likewife  paid  to  his  memory  at  Pi- 
ns, in  the  college  of  Navarre^  where  cardinal; 
Noailles  performed  the  pontifical  ceremonies,  and 
the  funeral  Oration  wag  fpoke  by  a  doftor  of  the 
houfe.  Nor  was  Rome  filent  in  his  praife,  for 
an  eulogium  was  fpoke  to  his  memory,  and,' 
what  was  unufual^  it  was  delivered  in  the  Italian 
tongue,  at  the  college  de  Propaganda  fide,  by 
the  chevalier  Mafi-e,  in  prefence  of  feveral  car- 
dinals, prelates,  and  other  perfons  of  the  firft'' 
rank.  It  was  afterwards  printed  and  dedicated 
to  his  illuftrious  pupil  the  dauphin.  * 

He  left  many  works  befides  what  we  have 
mentioned,  an  exa<9:  lift  of  whicli  may  be  feen  ii^ 
the  Journal  des  Savans  of  the  i8th  of  ^epteni- 
ber  1 704,  and  in  the  Memoires  de  Tfevoux  for 
the  Month  of  November  of  the  fame  year. 
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HOUGH  hiftQty   were   of  no  ufe  to^The  general 
othef  me%  it  flipuld  be  made  the  ftudy  d«fign  ©^  t^ 
,,__  .  of  .brinces.     There  Is  .no  better  mearis^'^^^^* 
'    '    ^  .  of  difcbvering  to  thehi  the  power  of  paf-' 
ftSn^md  Interefts, .  the  importance  of  times  and 
COfininduresi  and  the  cpnfeqjueiices  of*  good  and' 
evil  counfels^  *  Miftories  are  comppfed  only,  or 
fudh  aftionk  air  diey  ate  engaged  ih^  and  every, 
thiitg^  m  theni*  feems  talcylated  for  their  ;ufp^ 
If ' experience  U  .neceflary. towards  their  acquipng 
t^at  prudence  which  t^e^ches  to'  reign  well,  th^ri?' 
is  nothing  ihore  ufeful  for  theif  inftrudion,  than, 
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to  join  their  own  daily  experience  to  the  ex- 
amples of  paft  ages.  Whereas  they  ufually 
fearn  -only- at  thrrrazard  of  "their  fubjedls,  ana 
of  their  own  glory,  to  judge  of  the  critical  af- 
fairs that  come  before  them  •,  by  the  aid  of  hifto- 
ry  they  farm  thi^ir  -judgment  upon  paft  events, 
without  rifking  any'thingr  When  they  fee  event 
the  moft  fecrct  faults  of  princes,  expofed  to  the 
view^qf  all  men,  notwith^anding  the  falfe  priiies 
beftdwed  on  the^  'in  their  lij^^time,  they  are 
aflf&med  of  the  vain  delight  which  flattery  6c- 
cafions  them,  and  convinced  that  true  glory  can 

only  confiil  with  merit. 

^  iefides,  Tt  were  ftiameful,  not  to  fay  for  a 
prince,  but  in  general  for  any  gentleman,  to  be 
unacquainted  with  mankind,  and  the  memorable 
revolufi<5n§  \fSicfc  ^  .*?^%  of.^ijie  hast  pro- 
ducecf  in  the  World.  If  we  do  not  learn^  from 
hifliory  to  diftlnguifh  times,  we  fliall  reprefent 
men  under  the  law  of  nature,  or  under  thewrit- 

,_tep  law,  fuch  a§  thjey  .are  under  t^e  evangelic^al^ 
.  we  ftiall  Confound  the  Perfians  conquered  under 

.",.' -Alexander,  with  the  ^Perfians  vlftQrious  under 
Cyrus ;  we  mall  'make  Greece  as  free  in  the 
days  of  Phillp>, as  int  thofe  of  Themiftocles^ .  or. 
M iltiades  V  the^  Roman- people  as  high-fpirited 
under  the  emperors,',  ^s  under  the  confuls  ^  the 
church  as  quief  under  Dioclefian^  as  under  Con- 
ftantine  t  and  Frauce4  torn  witK  civil  wars  in 
the.  time  of  Ch^>les,JX.  andHepry  IILas  pow- 
erful as  in  thetimcof  Liewrs  XlV.^when  united 
tinder 'fo  great  a.  monarch,  iHe  ajonp  triumpJos 
dver  all  Europe. 
■  •'  "  It 
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It  was.  Sir,  to-'St^oid  thefe  iticooveniehcies, 
that  yoM  hsLve  read  fo  many  ancient  as  well  as 
tnodern  ^hiftories.  ^  It  was  expedient,  before  all 
thMgSi  to-  make<  ycm  read  in  fcripture,  the  hifto- 
ry  of  the  people^  of  God,  whic)i  is  the  founda-* 
tion  df  religion.     You  have  not  been  kft  igno^ 
rant  of  the  Grecian,  nor  of  the  Roman  hiftoryj 
in4  what  wae  to  you  of  ftill  greater  importance, 
yqv  have  b^ri  carefully  inftruded  in  the  hiftory 
ol^.^that  jcingdom,  -which  you  arc  bound  one  day 
ta^  render  happy.     But  Jeft  thefe  hiftories,  and 
th&f^^QU-h^ve  yet.to  learn,  fhould  confufe  on6 
another  in  your  miod,  there  i$  nothing  more 
neqcflary  than  to  .fet  before  you  in  a  diftind,  but 
cpn(^,  mfei^rT  tlW  feries  of  all  ^ges.     ^         ,J^ 
; :  Thh  -fortoof  iijiiverfal  hiftoryv  is  to  the  hx&o^ 
:Cies  of  each  country  and  peopk,  what  a  general 
map  is  to  particular  onQS.     In  particular  maps: 
you.  fee  ihc  whole  dotail  .of  a  kingdom,  or  pro-* 
y^Q:  in  itfelf ;« Ixi ; 'general  maps  you  l^m  to' 
fitaat^  ^fof  partft-^  the  m^rld  in  their  whole  5 
yotiTee  whatJjParis,.,or  the  ille  of  France,   is  in 
^e-:J:ingdpm.|'.v*»hati  the  kingdom  is  in. Europe,-; 
an5,.(wh#  Europe  13  hx  the. World. 
7- Jilft  fo  p^rtipujar.  hiftories  jreprefent  the  feriesi 
of  events,  that  have  happened  to  a  people  with 
all  their, refpe^ive  tircumftances  turn,  into ;  but 
in  *©rder  to  underftand  the  whole,  we  muft  knowt 
the, gelation  each  hiftory  bears  to, others  :  whiciij 
h  only  to  be  eflfefted  by  an  abridgment,  where- » 
ifi'V?^  fee,  a^  it  were  with  one  glance,  thew^hole 
Order  of  time.:;.;. :;-'  ■ 
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, ;  •  Sach  anv  'abri(fgment:,  SrR,  "exhiBits  a  liable 
^dftarcle^drycairvrew.  t  You -fee-  all  pi^eceding 
kges  TimrfeU  •  thdm&lvesy  fo  to  fpeak,  in  a  few 
natirs  befpm  you-:  you  fee  how  empires  fiac* 
ceedvone  another,  and  Jiow  religion,  ih  its  vari-* 
oas*  ftatefi,  ifujbpbrts  itfelf  fodm  the'beglliiling^f 
the  iworldy  .dcn^  tit  our  days^;    .    :  .  •  t 

'Tis  the  pcrogrcfe' of  thefe  two  'particulars,  1 
tnean  that  of  ifeKgion, '  and  that^f  •  empires,*  ttUit 

yofti  oughftD 'imprint  ifpoii^'^oUP  memory- v-^**^ 
dsf:rciigion  ^rid  pafiticaKgov^nme$5  are  tte^  *tv«t 
hing^M,  whereon  aH  human  -things  turn,  to'&il 
whatever  cbnoems  th<jfe  paiitkulai^  fumm^^p 
ih  an  epitome,  aitti  by  this  ^meafes  to  difcovi^t* 
the  whole  order  and  pns>gi^e<ibn.  of  them,  is  to 
eom^hji  'in  ittotigHt  all 'tHst-  i)g>^gt*eat  '^rtidng 
ihen,  and  to  hold,' fo  t^  fky;:^iP3tlfre«i<af'^alt 
the affairi of: the  world.     '  i^^^    ••••'»  -^  \  '."* 

leava  die  country  where  yi^u  ^re-  febt n,  and  -Ifhe 
place' that  bounds  yd%i,  to  mam^over  the  wh^^ 
hal>itable  earth  whkh  yoli  'gt-aij^lA'itll^ght,  i^\$fh: 

^  ^L^its  feas  and  countries  5'  fo^  i»^  confiaerin^' -a' 
chronological  epitonie,  yC)i;ti  ©iv«^4»ip  ^thfe'ha**^ 
!t)w: -bounds  of  your  own  difte^'-^Ad  Jfauhdh'Out 
into.' all  age$.>:  «  ---  .  -^^  -  --'^  -'"'\  «  ■-';  \-  *'" 
'  But  in  Tike  manner  as  to  hdpthfe  memory  in- 
the  idiowledge' of  places,  we  matk  certain  -^iSri*- 
d^aJ^  countries,  v">iround  which  w^  place- dthel'sV. 
each  ar  its  propel- 'diftance V -^-k  tJte  ^d^l^^bf- 
agesi  ^wei  'muft.  h^ve  certa?n'time3  diftinguiflted* 
by  fome  great  event,  to  which  we .f^ay  rcfe^^tP 

.  tke^ii^ft. 

This 
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This  19  what  is  calted  an  Epoch,  ffom  ^ 
Greek  word  which  iignifies  to  ftop,  bepaufe  W6 
flop  there,  as  at  a  refting-ptace^  to  confider  all 
that  happened  before  and  after^;  arid  by  this 
medns  to  avoid  aaachronifmsi,  or  that  fort  of 
^f^dr  which  creates  a  confufion  of  times.    . 

We  muft  firft  confine  ourfelvcs^  to  a  few 
epochs^  fuch  as  are  in  the  times  of  ancient  hifto-« 
ry ;  fhofe  of-  Adam,  or  the  creation  •,  Noah,  ox 
the  deliagt  ;  the  calling  of  Abraham,  cm  the  be-? 
gmning  of  GodV-  covenant  with  men  j  Moies^ 
m  ti^'ymi^en  law  -,  the  taking  of  Troy.-,  rSolo* 
tkoti^  or  th^  finishing  of  the  temple ;  Romuhis; 
orthe  building  of  Rome  •,  Cyitus, : or  the peopk 
i^  God  delivered- from  tlie  Babylpnifh  captivity^ 
Sci^io,  or  the  conqifeft  of  Carthage  5  the  biirth  of 
Jeftis  Chrift »,  Conftahtine,  or  the  •  peace  of.  the 
church-,  Charlemagne,  or  the  $ft^blifhji|e|it  of 
the  new  empire, 

*  I  g*ve  you  this  eftabljfhment  of  the  new  em* 
pir^  i&ndei*  Charlemagne,  as  the  end  of  ancient 
hiftory,  beca^fe  there  you  fliall'  fee  the«  ancient 
Roinin  empire  tot-ally  at  an  end.  *Tis  for-this 
reafon  I  detain  you  at  fb  confiderable  a  period  of 
mdverfal  hiftory,  The  continuation  or  it  ihall 
be  kid  befifeft-e  you  \n  a  fecond  part,  which  will 
bring  you  down  to  the  age  we  fee  adornecl  by^the 
immortal  anions  of  your  royal  father,  and  to 
which  the  ardor  you  fhew  to  follow  fb  great  ^ 
pattern,  gives  ftill  ground  to  expecS:  an  addition-t 
alluftre, 

Having  explained  to  you  in  general  the  de-* 
5gn-  q{  tahis  work,  I  have  three  things  to  dp  in 
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order  to  make  its  ufefulnefs  anfwer  my  expecta- 
tion. 
Pefign  of  this      I  jnuft  firft  run  over  with  you  thfi  epochs  which 
W  k'^'T^^'  ^  propofe  to  your  obfervation,  and  by  pointing 
vided  into     ^ut  to  you,v  in  few  words,  the  principal  eyecits, 
tl^rpe  parts,    which  ought,  to-  be  •  annexed  to  each  of  thein, 
accuftom  youi>  ininds  to  range  thpfe  events   in 
their  proper  places,  without  regard  to  any  thing 
but  the  order  of  time.     But  as  my  principal  in- 
tention is  to  make  you  obferve  in  tiiis  progreffioft 
of  times,  that  of  religion,  and  that  of  great  em- 
pires ;  after  carrying  on  together,  according  to 
the  courfe  of  years  the  fafts  which  regard  thofe 
two  topics,  I  ihall  f)articularly  refume,  with  ntee^ 
fary  refledlions,  firft,  thofe  which  fet  forth  to  i|^ 
I  the  perpetual  duration  of  religion;  and,  laftly, 

thofe  which^  difcover  to  us  the  caufes  of  the  great 
.  revolutions  that  have  befallen  empire's. 
''  Then,  whatever  part  of  ancient  hiftory  you 

read,  all  will  turh  out  to  your  advantage.  .  No 
fadl  fhall  pafs,  but  you  ihall  perceive  its  confe- 
quences.  "  You  will  adinire  the  train  of  God*s 
counfels  in  the  concerns  of  religion ;  you  will 
Iikewife  fee  the  concatenation  of  human  aiFairs, 
and  thereby  will  be  fenfiblp,  with  how  great  re- 
flexion and  forefight  they  muft  iieeds  be  go-* 
yerned. 
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HE  fifft    epoch   iinmediately  p^ef-I-  Epoch* 
ferits  to  you  a  gfand  arid  awful  fpec-  A^^m>or  the 
tacle;   God  creattng  the  heavens, and  ^^^^ciii^Qs^oTldi. 
earth  by  his  word,  and  making  man  after 
his  own  image.     With  this  begins 'Mbfes, 
the  moft  ancient  of  ^hiftorians,  moft  fub- 
lime   of  philofophers,   and  wifeft  of  legi- 
.flators. 
Years       Thus  he  kys  the  -  foundation  ks  Well  of  Years  before 
woHd.^^^   hiftory   as  of  his  doftrine   and  4aws,  M"s  Chrift. 
,    ' Next' he Ifhews  us  all  men  contained  intone     ^^^^" 
man,  and'hts  wi^fe  herfelf  extraded  from* 
him;  matrirnonial  union,  and  the  fociety  of 
mankind  eftablifhed  upon  this  foundation;' 
the  perfeftion  and  power  of  man,;  fo  far  as 
'  he  bears  the  image  ofGod  in  his  firft  eftate;  ' 

his  dominion  over  animals ; -his  innocence, 
togethet  !with  his   felicity,  in  'paradife,  the' 
memory  whereof  is  preferved  in  the  go!-- 
den  age  of  the  poets;  the  divine  command 
given   to  our  firft  parents-;  the  malice -of- 
file  tempting  fpirit,  and  his  appearance  un- 
der the  form  of  a  ferpent;  the  fall  of  Adam 
and  Eve,  fetal  to  all  their  poftferity;  the  firft 
man  juftly  puniftied  in  all  his -children,  and 
^^^  mankiiid  curled  by  God;  "the  firft  promife- 
of  redemption,  ahd  the   future- -Vhft^ry  of 
men  over  the  devil  who  had  undone  them. 

The 
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Years  before      The  earth  begins  to  be  filled,  and  wick^  A.M. 

£ffs^'!^',^^^^^^  increafes.     Cain,  the   firft.  fon    of 
^.  '  ^' Adam  and  Eve,  fhcws^the- infant  world  the 

2875  firft  tragical  aftionj  and  from  that  time 

virtue  dates   her    perfecution    from   vice.    129 
■   'There  we  fee  the:  contraj-y  nS^nners'of  th^ 
two- brothers;  the  innocence  of  Abel ;  his 
^      paftoral  life,  and  his  ofFeringsf ^  agcepted  j 
thofe   of  Cain   rejected,   his    avurice,   hia 
impiety,   his   ftatncide,    and  jealoufy  the 
parent  of  murders  * ,  the  puniihment  of  that 
crime,  the  Gonfcience  of  the  parricide  racked 
with  continual  terrors;  the  firftvxity  built 
l>.  by  this,  mifcreant,  aowa  vagabohd  upon     --v 

^  the  face  of  the  earth,  feeking  ^n  Afylum  ' 
from.. the  hatred  and  horror,  of. ifnankindi  ' 
the  invention  of  fome  arts  by  his  children  j^ 
the  tyranny  of  paflions,  and  t|ie  prodigi-; 
ous  malignity  of  man's  heart,  ever  prone  to- 
^vil  v  the  pofterity  of  Seth,  faithful  to  God, 
2017  notwithftapding  that  depravation  J  the  pious  987 

£noch,  miraculoufly  fnatched  out  of  the 
world,  which  was  ; not  worthy  p£  him; 
the  diftindion  of  the  children  of  God  fropi: 
the  children  of  men ;  that  is,  of  thofe  who 
lived  aft^r  the  fpirit^  from  thof^  who  liv^d^ 
^fter  the  flefhf^  their  intermixture^,  and  the 
univerfal  {corruption  of  the  world;  the, 
d^ftruftion  of  |tien  decreed  by  a-  juft  /judg-^ 
mfent  of  God;  his  wrath  denounced  againft- 
3468  fiiii^^rSrby  his  fea^vaftt- Noah ;,  their  impeni-  1536 

tence  a^id  ^h^dnefs  of  heart  puniih^d  at  laft  - 
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Ym^hf  the  ddbge ;  Ndtth  kud  M^  fettily  !^dfeiv^  A  M :    ;^ 
Chr^  lairfbr-riit  reStormcM-^ thankiiid.         -      1656 '   .  _  ■: 
-  "  gV.^hisis  the  fum  i^^^  -    •'' 

'^     yBars.     Such  is  Ae  beginning  of  all  hifto- 
ries,  wherein  are  difplayed  the  omnipotence^ , 
-'    llwirdtuii  and  goodtiefs  of  God;   innocence 

:|iaj^y  tmder  his  pr^t^^ibn;  hts  jttftice  in        ..     — 
•/  ":  '  zvtrsging  crimes^  arid  at  the  fanie  tinie  his  ^ 

^  ;  ;.';.lolig-fixffering  patience  in  waiting  the  con- 
-  vcrfem.of  finners;  the  greatnefs   and  dig- 
nity of.nian  ih  hi^  primitive  ftate ;  -^he  ten^   .. 
pfcr  of  mankind  after  their  corruption ;  the 
./Mature  of  jealoufy,  and  the  fecretcftufes  of  ,     . 
.    . ;  I  violences  andr  of  wars,  that  is,  all  thefodnda- 
•   '    tions  df  iJcligion  and  morality*  - 

With  mankind  Noah  preterved*  the  arts, 

asr.wcU  thofe  which  arc  eflential  to  human 

life,,  and  .which  men  knew  from  their  brigi- 

iial,  as  .thofe  they  had  afterwards  mvented." 

Thofe  firft  arts  which  men  leanied  imme^ 

diatdy,  dnd-  probably  from  their  creator, 

•  Gen.  wett  *  agriculture j  •  the  paftoral  +  art,-  that 

]]:  ^  >  pf  ^  cloathiJig  themfelves,   and,  perhaps, 

jg'^j^'that  of  building  houfes  for  their  accqmmo-^' 

iv.  z-  dation.'^  -And  indeed,  do  we  not  trace  the 

tib.iv commencement  of  thfefe   arts  from  thofe 

t'lb    plac^^  of  the  Eaft  from  whence  mankind 

m-/i  was  propagated?    , 

perof .  II  The  tracKticwi  of  the  univerfal  deluge 
^^a^<lprcriiils<iver  all  the  earth.  The  ark,  wherein 
Ch  ^^  remiiant  of  iia^^kind  was  faved,  has  ever 
Hie-  been  celobf^tea  in  the-  Eaft,  particularly  in 
Ton.  thofe  places  ttdier^  ih  rfefted  after  the  deluge.- 
•^'  Many-'dtiier  einttirtjftaiices  of  that  famo^ts 
«^f*'    \^iy  ftory 


I         w 


[> 


^o  UNfVtERS AD /HISTORY 

Years  before  ftory-ar€,  to  .be  fovtr^  ftmkcd  in  the  sttinals  A,  M. 
^**"^- v*;.    and  traditions  of  ancient  nations ;  .the  times 
Mnaf  Nic.   ^g^^»  ^^^  every   thing  anlwers  as  fat  as* 
Damafc  1.    could  be  expe<5led  in  fo  remote  a  piece  of 

xcvi  Abyd  de  antiquity- 

^^^fc^A^'     Near  the  Deluge  are  to  be  ranged  the  de-II.  E- 
riqri  1  c  3,^^^^^  of  man's  life,  tJKe  alteration^  of  diet, poc^- 
j^&Ll  contand  a- new  food  fubftituted  in  pkce  <5f  ^^^or^thc 
Apion  &Eaf.  fruits  of  the  eafth ;  fome  oral  precepts  deli- deluge 
I.  IX.  Praep.   ygj-^^j  ^^  Noah;  the,  confufion  of  langua-Sc- 

Plut.  Opufc.  g^^*^  ^^^  ^^^^^  of  Babel^  which  was  the^®"^^ 
Plufne  So-    firft  moAument  of  the  pride  and  wcaknefs^lg  ^ 
lert.  terr.an  of  men  r  ^he  •  portion  of  the  three  fons  of  world, 
^f^'^-^^"^^^  1656' 

224,8     ^         The  memory  of  thofe  three  firft  fathers  1657 
224.7  of  nations-  has  ftill  been  preferred  amongfti757 

2^4.7  ^^^'     Japetus,  who  peopled  the  greateft 

part  of  the  weftiern  world,  has  continued  fa- 
mous there  under  the  celebrated  jmme  of 
japheth*  Ham,  and  his  fon  Canaan,  have 
been  no  lefs  noted  amongft  the  Egyptians 
,   ,  and  Phoenicians',  and  the  memory  of  Shem 

has  ever  lafted  with   the  Hebrew  people, 
who  are  defcended  from  him, 

A  little-after  this  firft  divifion  of  man- 
kind, Nimrod,  a  man  of  a  fierce  and  violent 
difpofition,  becomes  the  firft  conqueror;  and 
Ccn.  X  g,  fuch  is  the  origin  of  conquefts.  He  fet  up 
the  throne  of  his  kingdom  at  Babylon,  in 
the  fame  place  where  the  tower  had  been 
begun,  and  already  raifed  to  a  great  height,  ' 
but  not  fo  high  afi  man's  vanity  wiftied  it. 
About  the  fame  time  Nineveh  was  built, 
and  foynp   anient    kingdoms    eftablUhed* 

They   •  - 
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Years*  Xhey  were  but  pBt$y  in  thdfe' fcai'ly  times.  A,  M.  •    . 

^h^'il  ^^  ^  ^gyP^  alone  we  find  four;  Dynafties 
'or.  Principalities,  thofe  of  Thebw,  Tfiin, 
Memphis,  and  Tan^s ;  tihis  laft  .was  the  ca- 
pital of  the  lower  Egypt     To  this  time  ^c 
may  alio  refer  -the  commencement  of  the 
l«ws'an4».polity  of  the  Egyptians,  :tiiat  of 
their  pyramids  which  ftand  to  this  day,  and 
that  of  the  aftronomical   obfervations,   as. 
2233  wqH  ^^^^^  people ,  as  -of  ,jhe  Chaldeans.  1^7 1 
So  we  may  trace  up  to  this  time,  and  no- 
highe!?,  the  obfervations  which  the  Chal- 
4eaipiSi  wiio  were, "  without  difputa,  the  firlt 
Por-    obfervers  of  the  ftars,  gave  in  Bal^ylon  to' 
P^y^-  Califthenes  for  Ariftotle. 
sfmp.      E^^ry  thing  begins :  there  is  no  ancient 
lib.  ii.hiftpry  wherein  there  do  not  appear,  not 
de      qnly  irt.thofe   early  ages,  but  long   aftery 
^®^°*  manifeffc  veftiges  of .  the   newnefs   of  the 
world*     We  fee  laws  eftablifhing, ,  manners, 
polifhing,  and  empires  forming.     Mankind 
'  by  deglrees  get  out^f  their  ignorance,  expe-r 
rience  inftru6ls  them,  and  arts-  are  invented 
or  peffe(5ted.     According  as  men  multiply, 
the  earth  is  cloier  and  clofer  peopled ;  they 
pafe  mountains  and  precipices ;    they  crofs 
rivers,  and  at  length  feas,  and  eftablifh  new 
,  habitations.     The  earth,  which  at  the   be-? 
ginning  was  but  an  immenfe  forreft,   takes 
now  another  form,  the  woods  cut  down  make 
room' for  fields^  for  paftures,   for  hamlets, 
for  towns,  and  at  length  .for  cities.     Meij 
l^m^  tp^;i?^ch;Certain  aiiimals,  to  tame 
fitifeers,  and  to  inure  them  to  fervice.   They 

we're 
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ycaB-s.ScTore  were  obliged  atfirffi  t6  encounter  wild  beaft».  A  M* 
Chrift.  The  firft  heroes  figrialized  themMves   iti       . 

thofe  wars.    Thefe  decafibn^d  the  im^niiori 
"  of   ai^s,  '\\4lich  *m^     tiined-  altewkrds 

Gen.  X  9.  Agzm&'ihtw  fellow-cf eatur^s.  Nimrod,  the 
firft  wdmour,  and  the  ftrft  comjiieror;  is  tai- 
fed  in  fcriptiire  a  mighty  hmter.  .Together 
with  aniitials,  man  acquitted  atfothe  aft  of  ma- 
naging fruits  and  plants-,  he  bended  the  Very 
metals  to  His  ufe,  arid  gradually  made  aft  '. 
nature  become  fubferyienl  t<^  it.  A4  it  wag- 
natural  that  time  Ihould  caufe  many  ^fhing$ 
to  be  invented,  it  muft  alfo  caufe  ©th«rs  t0 
be  forgot,  at  leaft  by  the  greater  part  of 
mankind.  Thofe  firft  art*  which  Noah  had 
preferv^,  aiid  which  we  alfo  find  always 
ftouriihing  in  the  countries  where  mankind 
was  firft  eS?abli(hed,  were  loft  according  as 
men  removed  from  them.  Thefe  behoved 
Others  either  to  learn  them  anew  in  jK^ocefr 
of  time,  or  thofe  who  had  preferved  them,' 
muft  have  carried  them  again  to  the  reft. 
Therefore  do  we  fee  every  thing  com0 
from  thoferlands  that  were  ak^ays  inhabited^ 
^here<  the  principles  of  the  arta  remained 
entire,  and  even  there  were  daily  made  many  ^ 
important  difcoveries.  The  knowledge  of 
God,-  arid'the  niemory  6f  the  creation  wera 
preferved  there,  but  began  to  decay  by  de-» 
grees.  The  ancient  traditions  were  now 
falling  into  obKvion  and  obfcurity;  the  fa-; 
bles  which  fueceeded  them,'  retained  but 
groiS  ideas^  tat  them  \ '  falfe  deitjes  muhipiied  i 


III.  e1  '  Fowr  himckect'twenty-fix  years .  after  the 
poch.  dekige,  ivfaezt  men  walksid  every  cne>  iia:  hi$ 
The    ^,5,^^  ^yr^  31^  ^arenr  fdtg^tfiil  of  him  -ihat 

Afc-a.JP^^-<>f  fo  greafr an 'evrl,  iiithe midft  of oor- 
ham.  raprioh  begun  to  i(et:a|>art  a  choien\;peopie2o8 j 
1  hird  foj,  h3ix;[feif, .  AfidraHam  was  made. cHdk^  of 
^he°  t»i9criieteck:M«3?f«ther  of  ail  bcKeveis* 
world. God  .caHed  iiiiti"  into. the  land  asT^anaani 
1 9  2 1  ^here  he  intended  • .  td  cftablifli  ids  urorlhip, 
-:     atwjtlieicliikirecijof  that  patriarchy  whom  he  .    , 

]ikcl'M(blved  to^imritiply  us  the  ftars  q£  hea-^ 
ireif^iEBid  as  the<  Tand,  ^of  f  the  feaul  r>T^  tho 
ptix^&f  'he  maded^im  .of  gi^ag<thkt^  land^tor 
hiGnW&p»ng)>he  ^ddbi  foinev^t^fiRxfamofq 
glo-io^is,  a^  khh^i^mihst  grsa^' tiiefliiag. 
^iciy.^  tab&>extfthded  to  a\lthp.\nii6oxm 
of  ^th^^  \^orid  in  f^usvGhriS:  prdcsediilgr 
fipom-.hl«^ ^«ce; ' ' Jtt:vfaasr: thAt  JofojiChritt' 
MitsMf  ^bt^hsj^  i)dn6ur&  m  :dke  |!iedbn  tsf 
^5^-  the^iighiprieft  Mclchifcdfic  who.TCBpwfifnts 
2;^'  ''Him:|iftr«  to-him^ie::i^y8  theo|i^aDt)fctlw 
and    ffH^il  if|le"'"^h«d  '  wotti  -frcmi :  thei^be^quMiied 
^ol.     kjff^p  scn^  it'SS  k^:^im-he  is  ble&dj 
Thpi:^;Jrpoflefled  of ^immenfe  ridiefe,  rand  ofi   , 
^  power  which  equaled  that  of  kings,  Alara-t 
h«rti'  p«ferved  lAie  primitive  manners;  he/ 
led  2dway&  a  plain '  and  .paftoral  ltfe$  ^hich,' 
hpwi^r,  wasiteit'.nbt  it&  magnificence  ^^laiid; 
tJitiMdiat  pataiarch  Jfh^ed  partktda^  by^ 
i856d)fcroiling  lnofpitality  to  all  men.     Heaven  2 148 

furniftied 


/ 


14  tTNIVERS AL  IHISTORT. 

Years  befoct  fumifhedhim  with  guefe;  angck  imparted  A>>  M. 

CJuift.         ^Q  jjjjj^  ^^  counfels  of  God;  he  beUeved, 
and  in  every  thing  approved-himfelf  fuH  of 
f^th  and  piety;    In  liis  tu^c  Inachus,  the 
moft  ancient  of  all  the  iaxtgs  adcnowbdged    '■ 
by  the  Greeks,  founded  tne  kit^fdom  of 
Argos.     After'  Abraham  we  find  I(aac  bis  . 
fbn,  and  Jacob  his  grand^nj  «in>itators  of  . 
his  faith  and  fimpHcij^  in  the  ianie  .pal^oral 
life.  .  God  repeats  to .  them  lalfo  tfa^  itme 
promifes  he  had  made  to  their  father,  ^and 
condu6t8  them,  as  he  had  done  him^'  in  all 
things.     Ifaac  bleiSeth  Jacob,  to  theprq«*-2245 
7^3  ^i^;  Qf  £f^^  jjjg  ^i^^^  brother,  and  thoiighl 

deceived  iii>appaearahce^'he  in^ffeA  executes 
the  coimfels  of  God.  ^--r Jacob,.  whonniiGpd 
prote<5bed,::in  eveiy  thing   excelled/ Efaw^l 
An  angel,  withiwhombediad  a  mytterious 
wreftlingi- .gave  hira  the  ,iiiame  .ofvlfiraelj- 
whebceciiis  liuM^n  tut  called  Ifrai^tes^-} 
To.  him  were  born^  the:"4wdy6.pifriat]eteii 
fetheirer'af  ihe  twehoe  tribis  of  the  Hobrelir 
people;;  among  otbiiisidbcKi^  frpmrwiooii 
were  :ta?.:piK)ceed.  the  miniftew  <in  facrcdi* 
things:;. 'Jtidah,.frQm:yhom  was  tQ^rkigi^ 
together  with  thetoysil  race,  (h^  Qhrm^i. 
king  of -kings,  and  lord  of  lords  ;jaud  Jo* 
feph,  whom  Jacob  Ibvedaboye  all  his  othe?^  . 
children*     There  new  fecras  of  divine  pro- 
vidence arc  difclofed.     We  fee  befwe  all 
'   things  the  innocence  and  wifdom  of  young        , 
Jofeph,  evd:  an  enemy  to  vice,  and  c^elul 

to 
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is 


YeAifs  fe^ftptdve  it  in  hi&  bretiiren;-  hi»  myfteri^us^A.  M. 

^^°5^artd  pFophigmcal  dreams*;  his  *brctiim%  jea- 
'loUsyattdje^oufy  a^iecond  time  the  tatjfe 

1 728 of  a  parridde;  l^h^' great  man  foldj  the2275 
^     fidelity-heohferves  to  his  iftafter^  and  his 

1 7 1 7  admif able  chkftity ;  the  perfecutipnB  It  drav;^'2  287 
npoti'  hi*ft  V  his  imj^rifeinncnt  ?md  conftaiKf y*, 
his  prediftibns ;  his  iriil^iukiitS;  deliverance; 

1 7 15  that  -fantoas'  interpHtitatton    of  J^^a#aoh*S2289 
drcKtifl%-the*'merit-^QT  fo  great  a  man  at- ,   ' 
knowle^ged  ^  ;  Mis^^xak^  genius  ^d  up-* 
Ffght  hiatt^  and  the  ]pr^^6ticJn  df^Ood,'who 

1 7o6^vdfe2li^*rule  t^^^       te  iis^  his  for^fi^ht^2298 


fe t^tisTeMedi  m  tta^  part  of  Egypt  N^herc- 
of  Tallin  Wa^  the  capi^if^  ^^d  whdfe-  IciWgis 

i689t3©ofc  aU-the  name  of  Pharkoh;  -  JaGob:dies,23i5 
and^l^tltte'  b^opti^is  "death  ihe  malccs  that 
eidebi^ted  prophfecV,  ^km,  in  difcd^ring 
to  hfe^adi*ett  the  ttat^of  their  poftferi€J^;-he 
;  points  oirt  particutarly  to  -JtKiah  thetimfeS  of 
the  Meffiahj  who  was  to "  fprihg  frc^  his 
race.  -The  houf^^^f  that  patriarch  in  a 
fi«tk  ;  time  becomes  a  ereit  nation  1  this 
prodi^Gfusimulttplicatibn excites  thejealoufy 
of .  the  Egyptians  j  ^he  Hebrews  4,te  ian- 
•     juftly  hked/^ndf  uhmercifully  p^rf(^cut]fedl 

1571  God  raifeg  up  Mofe§  their  deliverer,  whom  1433 
h€  faves  froirt  the  ^waters  of  the  Nile^  and  • 
makes  him  faiUrttb*  the  hands  of  Pharaoh's 
'^  ^  daughter: 


^ 


i^ 
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Year?  before  daughtJ^r:  ihef  bijtngl:  AtteJiftp:!  a?  iierrWaai Ai  M." 
Chrift.         £^^^  jj^  ca^fe$;hiai -0Q-bfe  InftruAed  in  all 
the  ,wi6Jt>m  pf  thfe^^f^tiww...  In  thofe 
■^  ^   ■  d^itsf s  r*^'  *  pe^pl^  ^^-EgyjpJt  fettled  in  ■  divers 
1556  pa^ts  .M  (^.reecc.  .-The  cokHiy''iw4wcii::C5en2448 

-:„:«r)Oj)^  bi»Hght  &om'_^gy^.  J^ilf;  : twelve 
crtij%pf}^r)Dmtfaer:*weS^  ' 

<?^m]^Qf^  tfecluag4Qm.or  AtM^ftji  aiftd  there? 

Mann.  A.     la^^ofhisfrrCOU^taT^;:  ^^^lij^erflftefii^rppwed 

ra  Att         r>P!t^c|tJ!isin's;4el»g6io;  .TJieflkly,,.  confcHinded 

tkt  fo«e«;ntr5r;iofiXh«^aly.,  ^j^i  ggve 


J531 


fe§  i^gPQiyirigHij^.c.^  Wlitjrji  forty  ye^]ftQ}4i:2473{ 
he''  icMpifed  3ie  riches'  ^:  the  5foatt  g(f 
Egygt  iL^ilijJpueh^  with,  thd  affli^ionej^ii 
hi^'ibv^thren  tite  Ifr^elit^g^  hei  endaRgerod 
himM(/^9L  tMr  r.^Jtef^  al.But .  i<>  far  .w§ir^ 
th?jr  fro^^ftking  the  b^en^t  'of'Hs{2e4l:aiii 
cc^fftgfei  •Xkp't  they  ;€xpo4d[him^.to  -fehifc  r^| 
^f ::S^ra(^i  >vho  refQly#/hk  win^  .'rtM^ 
fleii  oufe  0/ Eg)?pt^  infe^t-rA^^hiai  tq  the/hmi, 
of  ..Mi^fii, '.where  kk  yitidlQyl'^X^M^Jlf  1^ 

fuccour 
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Years    fuccour  the  opprefled,  found  him  a  fecureA.  M: 
Chrift.   retreat.     This   great  man  lofing  hopes  of 
delivering  his  people,  or  waiting  a  better 
opportunity,  had  fpent  forty  ye^rs  in  feed- 
1491.  ing  the  flocks  of  Jethro  his  father-in-law,t25i3. 
when  he  faw  the  burning  bufh  in  the  defert, 
and  heard  the  voice  of  the  God  of  his  fa- 
thers, who  fent  him  back  into  Egypt  to 
bring  his  brethren  out  of  bondage.     Then 
appear  the  humility,  the  courage,   and  the. 
miracles  of  that  divine  lawgiver  -,  the  hard- . 
nefs    of  Pharaoh's  heart,  and  the  terrible 
plagues  God  fends  upon  him ;  the  paflbver,  ^ 
and  next  day  the  paflage  of  the  Red.  Sea  ; 
Pharaoh  and  the  Egyptians  buried  in  the. 
waters,  and  the  total  deliverance  of  the. 
Ifraelites. 
IV.  E-       Here  begin  the  times  of  the  Written  law. : 
SSofes    ^^  ^^^  given  to  Mofes  430  years  after  the 
or  the'  calling   of  Abraham,  856   years  after  the 
written   deluge,  and  in  the  fame  year  that  the  He- 
^Qj    brew  .people   came   out  of  Egypt.     This 2 534. 
"  *  date  is  remarkable,  being  made  ufe  of  to. 
denominate  all  the  time  from  Mofes  to  Je^ 
fus  Chrift.     AH  that  time  is  called  the  time 
of  the  written  law,  to  diftinguifh   it  from 
the  preceding,  called  the  time  of  the  law  • 
of  nature,    wherein   men  had  nothing   to     , 
direct  them  but  natural  reafon,  and  the  tra- 
ditions of  their  anceftors. 

God  then  having  fet  his  people  free  from 
the  tyranny  of  the  Egyptians,  in  order  to : 
conduft  them  into  the  land  where  he  will 
"  \>Q  fei-ved,  and  before  he  fettles  them  in  it," 

C  ,  fit$ 
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^^^<^ore  fets  forth  to  them  the  law  by  which  they  A.  M- 
are  to  live.  He  writes  with  his  own  hand 
upon  two  tables,  which  he  gives  to  Mofes 
On  the  top  of  mount  Sinai>  the  foundation 
of  that  law,  that  is,  the  decalogue,  or  ten 
conimandments,  which  contain  the  firft 
principles  of  the  worfhip  of  God,  and  of 
human  focietyi  To  the  fame  Mofes  he 
diftates  the  other  precepts,  by  which  he  ap- 
ttcb.  tx.  I,  points  the  tabernacle^  the  figure  of  time  to 
'  ^'  come;   the  ark,  where  God  manifefted  him- 

felf  by  his  oracles,  and  wherein  the  tables 
df  the  law  were  depofited ;  the  promotion 
of  Aaron  the  brother  of  Mofes  -,  the  high- 
priefthood,  or  pontificate,  a  dignity  folely 
Impropriated  to  him  and  his  fbns  ;  the  ce- 
i^monies  of  their  confecration,  and  the 
fafliion  of  their  myfterious  habits-,  the 
,  funftions  of  the  priefts^  fons  of   Aaron ; 

thole  of  the  Levites,  with  other  religious 
rites  ;  and  what  is  ftill  more  excellent,  the 
rules   of  good  manners,    the    polity  and 
government  of'  his  chofen  people,  to  whom 
he  himfelf   will  be   law-  giver*    /  This  is 
what  is  fignified'by  the  epoch  of  the  written 
kw(|'  Then  we  fee  the  journey  continued  in 
the  wildemefs ;     the    revolts,    idolatries, 
chaftifements,   and  confolations  of  the  peo- 
ple cf  God,  whom  that  almighty  law-giver 
gradually  forms  by  thiS  means;    the  con- 
I45^«         fecration.  of  Eleazer  the  high-prieft,    and2552, 
the  death  of  his  father   Aaron  ;  the  zeal 
of    Phineas,     fon    of    Eleazer,   and    the 
priefthood  confirmed  to  his  defendants  by 
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a  particJular  promife.     During  thefe  times  Ai  M^ 
Chd^    ^^^  Egyptians  continue  fettling  their  co- 
lonies in    difFerent   parts,    particularly  in 
Greece,  where  Danaiis,  an  Egyptian^  makes 
himfelf  king   of*    Argos,   and  difpoflefles 

1 45 1*  the  ancient  kings  of  Inachus*s  line^  To- 2533. 
wards  the  end  of  the  joUmeyings  of  the 
people  of  God  in  the  wildernefs,  we  fee 
the  beginning  of  the  wars  which  the  pray- 
ers of  Mofes  render  fuccefsful.  He  dies, 
and  leaves  the  Ifraelites  their  whole  hiftory, 
which  he  had  carefully  digefted  from  tne 
origin  of  the  world  down  to  the  time  df 
his  death.  That  hiftory  is  continued  by 
the  command  of  Jofhua,  and  his  fucce^* 
fors.  It  was  afterwards  divided  into  feveral 
books^  which  are  handed  down  to  us  linder 
the. titles  of  Jofliua,  Judges,  and  the  four 
books  of  Kings.  The  hiftory  which  Mofes 
had  written,  and  wherein  the  whole  law 
Was  contained,  was  alfo  parted  into  five 
books,  called  the  Pentateuch,  which  are  the 
foundation  of  religion.  After  the  death 
of  the  man  of  God,  we   find  the  wars  of 

1445.  Joftiua,  the  conqiieft  and  divifion  of  the  2  559, 
holy  land,  and  the  rebellions  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  are  at  various  times  chaftifed  and 

11405.  re-eftabllfhed.     Here  are  to  be  feen  the2599j; 
viAories   of  Othniel,  who  delivers  them 
from  the  tyranny  of  Chufhan,  king  of  Me- 
fopotamia,  and  fourfcore  years  iafter,  that 

1325.  of   Ehud  over    Eglon,    king    of   Moab.2679; 

2322.  About  this  time  Phrygian  Pelops,  fon  0(26^2^ 
Tantalus,  reigns  in  the  Peloponncfe,  and 

C2  give$ 
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Ch^ft^^'^'*  gives  liis  name  to   that  famous    country.  A-  M^ 
Belus,    king  of   the   Chaldeans,     receives 

1305.  divine  honours   from   that    people.     The2699<. 

iingrateful    Ifraelites   fall    into    fervitude. 
Jabin,  king  of  Canaan,  fi^bjefts  them;  but 

1'285.         Deborah   the   prophetefs,  who  judged  the27i9. 
people,  and  Barak,  the  fon  of  Abinoam,   • 
,    defeat  Sifera  the  general  of  that  king's  ar- 

1245.  niies.     Thirty   years  after,   Gideon,  vido^  lysg. 

rious  without  fighting,  purfues   and  over- 

1236.  throws  the  Midiani tes .     Abimelech  his  fon  2  7  6  8 . 

ufurps  the  fovereign   power  by  murdering 
his  brothers,  exercifes  it  tyrannically,  and 

J 1 87.  loTes  it  at  laft  with  his  life.     Jephthah  ftains  28 1 7* 

his  yiftory  by  a  facrifice,  which  cannot  be 
e^ccufed  but  by  a  fecret  command  from  God,  ^ 
of  which  he  has  not  been  pleafed  to  com- 
municate any  thing  to  us.  During  this  age 
there  .happened  fome  very  confiderable 
events  among  the  Gentiles  \  for  if  we  fol- 

5«erodl.  i.C.low  the  Computation  of  Herodote,  which 

»!•  feems   the  moft   exaft^  we  muft  place  in 

1267.         thefe  times,*  514  years  before  Rome,  and 2 73 7* 

in*  the  time  of  Deborah,  Ninus  the  fon  of 

Belus,  and  the  foundation  of  the  firft  on*- 

pire  of  the  Aflyrians.     The  feat  of  it  was  Gen.  x. 

eftabliftied  at  Nineveh,  an  ancient  and  al- 

ready  famous  city,  but  beautified  and  adorn- 

* '  ;ed  by  Ninus.     Thcfe  who  give  1300  years 

to  the  firft  Aflyrians,  go  upon  the  antiquity 

of-  the  city ;    and   Herodote,    whp  allows 

,  them  but  500,  ipeaks  only  of  the  duration 

*     of  the  empire^   which   they  begun    under 

•"  Ninus,  fon  of  Belus,  to  extend  into  upper 

"  Afia. 


tu 
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Years    Afia.     A  little  after,  and  during  that  con- A.  M, 
ChSft.   queror's  reign,  ought    to    be   placed*  the^^-  xi^c.  19, 

foundrtion,  or  rebuilding   of   the  ancient2752. 
1252.  cJty-  of  Tyre,  fo  celebrated  for  its  naviga^jofeph.  An- 
tion  and  colonies,  ,  Some  time  after  Abime^T^^^-'*  »*• 
lech,  we  find  the  famous  combats  of  Her^  , , 

cules,    £bn   of   Amphitryo,    and   thofe  of 
Thefeus,  king  of  Athens,  who   made  tut 
one  city  of  the  twelve  boroughs  of  CecropSj^ 
and  gave  a  better  forni  of  government  to 
the  Athenians.     In  the  days  of  Jephthah, 
while   Semiramis,    widow  of  Ninus,    and 
guardian  of  Ninyas,  enlarged  the   empire 
of  the  Aflyrians  by  her  conquefts,  the  cele; 
.   brated  city  of  Troy,  already  taken  once  by 
n  8^ .'  the  Greeks  under  Laomeden,  its  third  king,2820^ 
was  again  reduced  to  afhes  by  the  Greeks,^ 
under  Priam,  fon   of  Laomedon,    after  a 
fiege  of  t^w  years, 
VEpoch.     This  Epoch  of  the  deftruftion  of  Troy^ 
ing^of "  which  happened  about  the  308th  year  after 
Troy,    the  departure  out  of  Egypt,  and  11 64  years 
Fourth   after  tne  deluge,  is  confiderable,  as  well  by 
Age  of  j-g^fo^  Qf  the   importance   of  fo  gfeat   an 
world.    ^Y^nt^  celebrated  by  the  two  greateft  poets  2822, 
1184,  of  Greece   and  Italy  ;  as  becaufe  to   this 
date  may   be  referred  whatever  is  mofl:  re- 
markal)le  in  the  times  called  fabulous,  or 
heroic ;  fabulous,  on  account  of  the  fables, 
^herein  the  hiftories  of  thqfe  times  are  en- 
wrapped ;  heroic,  on  account  of  thofe  whom 
the  poets  have  ftiled  fons  of  the  gods,  and 
heroes.     They  lived  not  far  from  this  peri-r. 
od  :  for  in  the  days  of  Laomeden,  Priam*$ 

C  3  father. 


^2 
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^cart  ijeforc  father,  appear  all  the  heroes  of  the  Golden  A.  M* 
-    V  Fleece  ;  Jafon,  Hercules,  Orpheus,  Caftor 

and  Pollux,  and  the  reft,  whom  you  very 
well  know ;  and  in  the  time  of  Priam  him- 
felf,  during  the  laft  fiege  of  Troy,  we  fee 
Achilles,  Agamemnon,  Menelaus,  Ulyfles, 
Heftor,  Sarpcdon,  fpn  of  Jupiter,  Eneas, 
ion  of  Venus,  whom  the  Romans  acknow- 
ledge for  their  founder  j  and  fo  many 
Others,  from  whom  illuftrious  families  and 
whole  nations  have  gloried  to  defcend. 
This  Epoch  is,  therefore,  proper  to  col- 
)e£t  all  that  is  mod  certain  or  beautiful  in 
the  fabulous  times.  But  what  we  find  in 
facred  hiftory  is  every  way  more  remarka- 

Ii77#         ble:  the  prodigious  ftrength  of  Sampfon^iSS/, 

1176.         and  his  amazing  weaknefs;  Eli  the  high 2888, 
prieft,  venerable  for  his  piety,  and  unfor- 

J095.  tunate  in  the  wickednefs  of  his  children  ^2569, 
Samuel,  an  unblameable  judge,  and  a  pro- 
phet chofen  of  God  to  anoint  the  kings  5 
Saul,  the  firft  king  of  the  people  of  God, 
his  viftories,  his  prefumption  in  facrifi- 
cing  without  priefts,  his  difobedicnce  ill 
juftified  by  the  pretence  of  religion,  his 
reprobation,  his  fall.  In  this  period  Co- 
drus,  king  of  Athens,  laid  down  his  life 
%o  fave  his  people,  and  by  his  death  pro- 
cured them  yidpry.  His  fons,  Medon 
Nileus,  difputc  the  kingdom.  On  tbisf 
pccafion  the  Athenians  aboliftied  the  regal 
dignity,  and 'declared  Jupiter  folekingof 
|he  peo'ple  of  Athens.  They  created  go- 
ycrnors,  or  perpetual  prcfidents,  but  lia* 

ble 
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Years  blc  to  givc  account  of  their  adminiftration,  A.  M» 
Ctel.  Thefc  magiftrates  were,  called  Archons, 
Medon,  fon  of  Codrus,  was  the  firft  who 
exercifed' this  magiftracy,  and  it  continued 
a  long  time  in  his  faniily.  The  Athenians 
fprcad  their  colonies  over  that  part  of  the 
leffei:  Afia  which  was  called  Ionia.  The 
lOSSf  Eolian  colonies  were  planted  much  about 2040, 
the  fame  time,  and  all  the  lefler  Afia  was 
filled  with  Grecian  cities,  Aft^r  Saul,  ap- 
pears a  David,  that  admirable  fliepherd, 
the  vanquifher  of  the  proud  Goliath,  ana 
of  all  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  God ; 
a  great  king,  a  great  conqueror,  a  great 
prophet,  wortfiy  to  fing  the  wonders  of 
divine  omnipotence  1  a  man,  in  fhort,  af- 
1034.  ter  God's  own  heart,  as  he  himfelf  terms 2970, 

him,  and  who,  by  his  penitence,  made  his 

10x4.  very  crime  turn  to  his  creator's  glory,    To 2990, 

this -pious  warriour  fucceeded  his  fon,  the 

wife,  thejuft,  the  peaceful  Solomon,  whofe 

1012.  hands,  undefiled  with  blood,  were  judged  2992, 

worthy  to  build  the  temple  of  God, 
VI.  E-      ^Afiout  the  3000th  year  of  the  world,  300Q, 
poch.     ^i^^  ^3  8th  from  the  departure  out  of  Egypt, 
monjor  a^d  to  adjuft  the  times  of  facred  Hiftory 
the  tem- with  thofe  of  profanc,  j8q  years  after  the 
flied.'^''  ^^J^ii^g  of  Troy,  250  years  before  the  foun- 
Fifth      dation  of  Rome,   and    jooo  years  before 
^g^  «f    Jefus  Chrift,  did  Solomon  finifh  that  ftu- 
world,    pendous  edific^j    He  folemnized  the  dedi- 
1004.  cation  of  it  with  an  extraordiflary  piety  and  3001 
1003.  magnificence.      This  celebrated   aftion  is 

followed   by  other   wonders  of  Solomon's   '  ' 

reign,- 
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ch^ft^^***  reign,  which  ends  with  fhameful  weaknefles.  A.  M. 
He  gives  up  himfelf  to  the  love  of  women ; 
,  Ke  fails  both  in  head  and  in  heart,  and  his 
piety  degenerates  into  idolatry.  God, 
though  juftly  proyoked,  yet  fpares  him  in 
remembrance  of  David  his  fervant;  but 
would  not  fufFer  his  ingratitude  wholly  tq 
pafs  unpunifhed :  He  divided  his  kingdom 

S7S*  ■  after  his  death,  and  under  his  fon  Reho.-3029. 
boam.  The  brutal  haughtinefs  of  this  young 
prince  made  him  lofe  ten  tribes,  whom  Jero- 
boam turned  afide  from  their  God,  and 
from  their  king.  To  prevent  their  return- 
ing to  the  kings  of  Judah,  he  prohibited 
going  to  facrifice  at  the  temples  of  Jerufa- 
lem,  and  fet  up  golden  calves,  to  which  he 
gave  the  name  of  the  God  of  Ifrael,  that  the 
change  might  feem  the  lefs  ftrange.  The 
fame  reafon  made  him  retaiii  the  law  of 
Mofes,     which     he     interpreted    in     his 

1  Kings  xii.  own  Way  i  but  caufed  almoft  all  its  polity, 

^**3^*  as  well  civil  as  facred,   to   be  obferved;  ib 

that  the  Pentateuch  continued   always   in 
veneration  amongfl:  the  feceding  tribes. 

Thus  was  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael  fet  up 
againft  the  kingdom  of  Judah.  In  that  of 
'  Ilrael,  impiety  and  idolatry  triumphed. 
Religion,  though  often  over-clouded  in  that 
of  Judah,  ftill  kept  ibme  footing  there.  In 
thofe  days  the  kings  of  Egypt  were  power- 
,     ful.     The  four  kingdoms  were  united  under 

969.       ,    that  of  Thebes.     *Tis   thought   Sefoftris,3035^ 
that  famous  Egyptian  conqueror,  was  the 
the  Shiftuik  king  of  Egypt,  whom   God 

made 
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Y^    made  the  Inftrument  of  chaftifing  the  iiri-  A.  M. 
Chrift.   P^^ty  of  Rehoboam.     In  the  reign  of  Abi- 
jam,  fon  of  Rehoboam,  we  fee  the  famous 
viftory  which  the  piety  of  that  prince  ob- 
•   tained  over  the  fchifmatic  tribes. 
pi 7.        His  fon  Afa,  whofe  piety  is  commended 308 7. 
in  fcripture,  is  there  defcribed  as  a  man,  who  - 
in  his  ficknefles  relied  more  upon  the  aid  of 
924,    medicine,  than  upon  the  goodnefs  of  Godj^oSo, 
In  his  time   Omri  king  of  Ifrael  built 
Samaria,  where  he  erefted  the  throne  of  his 
9 14,    kingdom.     This  period  is  fucceeded. by  Je-^opo^ 
hofhaphat's  admirable  reign,  wherein  flourifh 
piety,  juftice,  navigation  and  the  art  of  war.         • 
Whilft  he  exhibited  another  David  to  the 
kingdom  of  Judah,  Ahab  and  his  wife  Jeze- 
bel, who  reigned  in  Ifrael,  to  the  Idolatry  of 
Jeroboam,  added  all  the  impieties  of  the 
899.    Gentiles.     They  both  periftied  miferably,3io5, 

God,who  had  borne  with  their  Idolatries  .re-- ' 
•        folved  to  avenge  on  them  the  blood  of  Na- 
both,  whom  they  had  caufed  to  be  put  to 
death,  becaufe  he  had  rcfufed,  as  the  law  of  .  : 

Mofes  enjoined  him,  to  fell  them  the  fee  of 
the  inheritance  of  his  fathers.  The  fentence 
was  pronounced  to  them  by  the  mouth  of 
the  prophet  Elijah.  Ahab  was  flain  fome 
time  after,  notwithftanding  the  precautions 
897.  he  took  for  his  fafety.  About  this  timeS'^?- 
892.    muft  be  placed  the  foundation  of  Carthage,3^  ^2*  ^ 

which  Tyrian  Dido  built  in  a  fituation, 
where,  after  the  example  of  Tyre,  fhe  might 
trade  to  advantage,  and  afpire  to  the  empir^ 
of  the  fea.     'Tis  not  eafy  to  fix  the  time, 

when 


^6  UNIVERSAL    HISTORY. 

Ytap  Before  when  it  took  the  form  of  a  common-wealth ;  A,  M. 

^*'"^'  but  the  mixture  of  the  Tyrians  and  Afri- 

888,  cans  made  it  a  city  at  once  martial  and  mer-  3 116, 

cantile.  The  ancient  hiftorians,  who  put  its 
original  before  the  deftruftion  of  Troy, 
'  would  make  it  conjedlured,  that  Dido  rather 
enlarged  and  fortified  it,  than  that  fhe  laid 
its  foundations.  The  face  of  affairs  chan- 
ged In  the  kingdom  of  Judah.  Athaliah, 
the  daughter  of  Ahah  and  Jezabel,  brought 
impiety  along  with  her  into  the  houfe  'of  Je-» 
homaphat.  Jehoram,  the  fon  of  fo  pious  a 
prince,  choofe  rather  to  imitate  his  father-in-, 
law,  than  his  father.  The  hand  of  God  was 
upon  him.  His  reign  was  fhort,  and  his  end 
dreadful.  In  the  midft  of  ihefe  chaftife^ 
ments,  God  wrought  unheard-of  wonders, 
even  in  behalf  of  the  Ifraelites,  whom  he 
was  willing  to  call  to  repentance.  They 
faw,  unconverted,  the  miracles  of  Elijah  and 
Elifha,  who  prophefied  during  the  reigns 
of  Ahab  and  five  of  his  fucceflors.     In  this 

Marm.Arund.period  Homcr  flourlfhed,  as  did  Hefiod 
thirty  years  before  him.  The  primitive 
manners  which  they  reprefent  to  us,  and  tho 
veftiges  of  the  tocient  fimplicity,  which 
they  ftill  with  great  dignity  retain,  are  of  no 
fmall  ufe  to  our  underftanding  antiquities 
much  more  remote,  and  the  divine  fimpli- 

884,  city  of  fcripture,     Behold  now    dreadful  3 1 20, 

fcenes  in  the  kingdoms  of  Judah  and  Ifrael ! 
Jezebel,  by  Jehu's  order,  thrown  headlong 
from  the  top  of  a  tower !  In  vain  had  fhe 
painted  her  face,  and  tired  her  head :  Jehu 

trampled 
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trampled  her  under  hb  horfes  feet :  hefmoteA.  Mt 
Q^rift•  Joram  king  of  Ifrael,  the  (on  of  Ahab :  the 
whole  houfe  of  Ahab  was  extirpated,  and 
had  well  nigh  drawn  that  of  the  kings  of 
Judah  into,  its  deftrudkion.  King  Ahaziah, 
fon  of  Jehoram'king  of  Judah,  and  of  Atha^ 
liah,  was  flain  in  Samaria  with  his  brethren^ 
as  being  a  kinfman  and  friend  to  the  child- 
ren of  Ahab.  As  foon  as  this  news  was 
brought  to  Jerufalem,  Athaliah  refolved  to 
difpatch  all  that  remained  of  the  feed  royal^ 
without  fparing  her  own  children,  and  td 
reien  by  the  deftruftion  of  all  her  family. 
Oiuy  Jehoafti,  the  fon  of  Ahaziah,  a  child 
yet  in  the  cradle,  was  ftolen  from  the  fury 
of  this  grandmother.  Jehofheba  fifter  of 
Ahaziah,  and  wife  of  Jehoiada  the  high- 
prieft,  hid  him  in  the  houfe  of  God,  and  fa- 
ved  that  precious  remnant  of  the  houfe  of 
David.  Athaliah,  who  believed  him  mur- 
dered with  the  reft,  lived  without  fear. 
Lycurgus  now  gave  laws  toLacedeition.  He  Plato  dc  Rep. 
is  blamed  for  having  calculated  them  all  for!:^^":^^|- 
war,  after  the  example  of  Minos,  whofe  in-poUt.  lib,,  xi! 
ftrudlions  he  had  followed,  and  for  having, 
little  provided  for  the  modefty  of  the  wo- 
men, while,  in  order  to  make  foldiers,  he 
obliged  the  men  to  fo  laborate  and  tempe- 
rate a  life.  Nothing  was  ftirring  in  Judea 
againft  Athaliah;  (he  thought  herfelf 
-  quite  fecured  by  a  reign  of  fix  years. 
But  God  was  bringing  her  up  an  avenger  in 
$78.  the  facred  fanftuary  of  his  temple.  When 3 126^ 
he  had  attained  his  feventh  year,  Jehoiada 

fhewed 


«$  (JNIVERSAL    HISTORY. 

*•  '      ■    ■  "* 

Chri^  ^^^^^  fliewed  him  to  fome  of  the  chief  captains  of  A.  M; 
'  the  royal  army,  whom  he  had  caremlly  pre-     -       : 

pared  for  fuch  a  difcovery ;  and  wrth  the 
afliftance  of  the  Levites,  he  crowTied  the 
.young  king  in  the  temple.  All  the  people 
•readily  acknowledged  him  the  heir  of  David 
and  of  Jehofhaphat.  Athaliah,  upon  hear-, 
ing  the  noife,  coming  up  to  quell  the  con- 
spiracy, was  dragged  without  the  ranges  of 
the  temple,  and  received  the  treatment 
"  which  her  crimes  deferved.  So  long  as  Je- 
hoiada  lived,  Jehoajfh  caufed  the  law  of 
Mofes  to  be  kept.  But  after  the  death  of 
that  good  prieft,  being  corrupted  by  the 
flatteries  of  his  courtiers,  with  them  he  gives 

840.  himfelf  up  to  idolatry.     The  prieft  Zecha-  3 1 64. 

riah,  fon  of  Jehoiada,  made  bold  to  reprove 
him;  and  Jehoafh,  unmindful  of  what  he 
owed  to  his  father,  commanded  him  tp  be 
ftoned.     Vengeance  quickly  overtook  him. 

839.  The  year  following  Jehoafh,  defeated  by  3 165. 

the  Syrians,  and  fallen  into  contempt,  was 
affaflinated  by  his  own  fervants ;  and  Ama-? 
ziah  his  fon,  a  better  man  than  he,  was  pla- 

825.  ced  upon   the  throne.     The  kingdom  of3i79, 

Ifrael,  brought  low  by  the  viftories  of  the 
kings  of  Syria,  and  by  civil  wars,  recovered 
its  ftrength  under  Jeroboam  the  II.  more 
pious  than  his  predecefTors.  Uzziah,  other- 
wife  called  Azariah,  fon  of  Amaziah,  gover- 
ned the  kingdom  of  Judah  with  no  lefs 

810.  g'^^-     This  is   that  famous  Uzziah,  who  3 194. 

•'       was  fmitten  with  leprofy,  and  fo  many  times 
reproved  in  Scripture,  for  having  in  his  lat- 
ter 


J 
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jVWs     ter  days,  prefumed  to  invade  the  prieft'sA.  M. 

Chriil*  office ;  and  for  havihg,  contrary  to  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  kw,  offered  incenfe  on  the 
altar  of  perfumeSi  He  was  obliged  to  be 
feparated  from  the  people,  king  as  he  was, 
according  to  the  law  of  Mofes ;  and  Jotham 
his  fon,  who  was  afterwards  his  fucceflor,  . 
governed  the  kingdom  wifely.  Under  the  ; 
reign  of  Uzziah,  the  holy  prophets,  the 
chief  of  whom  at  thit  time  were  Hofea  and 
Ifaiah,  begun  to  publifh  their  prophecies 
in  writing,  and  in  particular  books,  the  ori-*  '    ^ 

ginals  whereof  they  depofited  in  the  temple, 
to  ferve  for  a  monument  to  pofterity.  The 
prophecies  of  lefler  extent,  and  orally  deli- 
vered, were  regiftered,  according  to  cuftom, 
in  the  archives  of  the  temple,  with  the  hif- 

776^    tory  of  their  refpedive  times.     The  Olym-3228, 
pic  games,  inftituted  by  Hercules,  and  long  ' 
difcontinued,  were  revived.     Froin  this  re- 
vival are  deduced  the  Olympiads,  whereby 
the  Grecians  reckoned  their  years.     At  this 
period  ended  the  times,  which  Varro  calls 
fabulous,  becaufe  till  this  date  profane  hif- 
toty  is  full  of  confufion  and  fables ;  and  the 
'  hiftorical  times  begin,  wherein,  the  affairs  of 
the  world  are  related  by  more  faithful  and 
diftind:  narratives.     The  firft  Olympiad  is    . 
diftinguifhed  by  the  viftory  of  Chorebus. 
They  returned  every  fifth  year,  and  after    . 
the  revolution  of  four.  There,  in  an  affem- 
bly^  of  all  Greece  at  Pifa .  firft,  and  after-    . 
•*'"   wards  at  Elis,  were  celebrated  thdfe  famous 
combats,  in  which  the  viftors  were  crowned 
M  with 
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Chrift^"^  'With  incredible  applaufes;    Thus  exerdifesA*  M, 
were  had  in  honour,  and  Greece  beeame 
daily  ftrohger,  and  ihore  po-ite/    Italy  was  , 
ftill  almoft  quite  favage.     The  Latin  kings 
ofthepofterity  of  Eneas  reigned  at  Alba* 
I^hul'was  king  of  Aflyria#     He  is  thought 
to  be  father  of  Sardanapalus,  called^  accord- 
ing to  the  Eaftern  cuftom,  Sardan  Pul  •  that   ' 
is,  Sardan,  the  fbn  of  Pul.     Some  too  are 
of  opinion,  that  this  Phul  or  Pul,  was  the 
fcjng  of  Nineveh,  who  repented  with  all  his 

yyii  people  at  the  preaching  of  Jonah.     This  3  2  3f^^ 

prince,  attraded  by    the   troubles  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ifracl,  marched  to  invade  it; 
but  being  pacified  by  Menahem,  he  con-< 
firmed  him  in  the  thtone  he  had  ufurped  by 
viplence,  and  received,  by  way  of  acknow- 
ledgement, a  tribute  of  a  thoufand  talents^. 
In  the  reign  of  his  fon  Sardanapalus,  and 
after  Alcmeon^  the  laft  perpetual  Archon  of 
the  Athenians,  that  people,  whofe  humour 
infenfibly  led  them  to  a  popular  govern- 
ment, diminifhed  the  power  of  their  magi- 
ftrates,  and  reduced  the  adminiftration  of 
the  Archons  to  ten  years.     The  firft  of  this 
kind  was  Charc^s.     Romulus  and  Remus 
defcended  of  the  ancient  kings  of  Alba  by 
their  mpther  Ilia,  r^ftored  their  grandfather 
ifuniifor  to  the  thi'one  of  Alba,  whom  his 
brother  Amulius  had  difpoflefled  of  it  5  and 
immediately  after  they  founded  Rome,  while 
Jotham  reigned  in  Judah. 
'^HAT  city,  which  was  one  day  to  be  mif- vil.  t* 
trefs  of  the  world,  was  founded  towards  thePf^^- 

«ndius,  m 
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Vfears     end  of  the  jhird  year  of  the'fixth  Olympiad;  A.  M. 

C^ft.    about  four  hundred  and  thirty  years  after  ^^'o^e  found. 

754^     the  taking  of  Troy, from  which  the  Romans  ^I -^ 

imagined  their  anceftors  fprung^  and  fevenygj^fl^giQ^ 
hundred  fifty-three  years  before  Tefus  Chrift* 
Romulus  being  brought  up  hardily,  amongfl: 
fhepherds,  and  continually  employed  in  war-* 
like  exercifes,  dedicated  that  city  to  the  God 

748.  bf  war,  whom  he  called  his  father.  About.  6. 
the  time  of  Rome's  infancy,  happened  the 
fall  of  the  firft  Aflyriah  empire,  through 
the  foftnefs  of  Sardanapalus*  The  Medes, 
a  warlike  people,  animated  by  Arbaces  their 
Governor j  fet  'all  the  fubjedts  of  that  effe- 
minate prince  an  exampl^  of  defpifing  him* 
All  revolted  againft  him;  and  he  perished 
at  laft  in  his  capital  city,  where  he  was  for- 
ced to  burn  himfelf  alive  with  his  women, 
his  eunuchs,  and  his  riches.  From  the, 
ruins  of  that  empire  we  behold  three  great 
kingdoms  arife.  Arbaces,  or  Otbaces,  by 
ibme  called  Pharnaces,  gave  liberty  to  the 
Medes,  who,  after  a  pretty  long  anarchy, 

747.  had  fome  very  powerful  kings,  Befides  this^  7, 
immediately  after  Sardanapapus,  we  fee  a 
fecond  kingdom  of  the  Aflyrians  appear, 
whereof  Nineveh' continued  the  capital,  and 
a  kingdom  of  Babylon.  Thefe  two  laft 
kingdoms  were  not  unknown  to  profane 
authors,  and  are  celebrated  infacred  hiftory. 
The  fecond  kingdom  of  Nineveh  was  found- 
ed by  Tilgath,  or  Tiglath,  fon  of  Pilezer, 
called  for  that  re^on,  Tiglath-pilefer,  to 
whom  fome  .give  alfo  the  name  of  Ninus 
/  the 
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cSS^^^^^^  the  younger.  Baladan,  by  the  Greeks  A.  M. 
named  Belefis,  eftablifhed  the  kingdom  of 
Babylon,*  where  he  is  known  by  the  name 
Df  Nabonaflar^  Hence  the  era  of*  Nabo- 
naflar,  famous  with  Ptolemy  and  the  anci- 
ent aftronomers,  who  reckoned  their  years 
from  that  prince*s  reign.  It  is  proper  here 
-  to  take  notice,  that  the  word  Era  fignilite 
ai  number  of  years  begun  at  a  certain  pe-  ^ 
riod   diflinguifhed  by   i(bme  great    event, 

74^'  Ahaz,   an   impious  and    wicked   king  of     14. 

Judah,  being  fore  prefTed  by  Rezin  king 
of  Syria,  and  by  Pekah,  fon  of  Remaliah, 
king  of  Ifrael,  inflead  of  having  recourfe 
to  God,  who  raifed  up  thofe  enemies  to 
punifh  him,  fent  and  invited  Tiglath-pilefer, 
the  firft  king  of  Aflyria,  or  of  Nineveh, 
who  reduced  th^  kings  of  Ifrael  to  the 
loweft  extremity,  and  totally  ruined  that  of 
Syria ;  but  a.t  the  fame  time  ravaged  the 
kingdom  of  Judah,  which  had  implored  his 
affiftance.  Thus  the  kings  of  Aflyria 
learned  the  road  to  the  Holy  Land,  and  re- 
folved  the  conquefl:  of   it.     They  began 

72 1 ♦  >  with  the  kingdom  of  Ifrael,  which  Shal-  33. 
manefer,  fon  and  fucceflbr  of  Tiglath-pile- 
fer, utterly  deflroyed.  Hoftiea,  king  of 
Ifrael,  had  relied  on  the  aid  of  Sabacon, 
otherwife  named  Sua,  or  So,  king  of  Ethi^ 
opia,  who  had  invaded  Egypt.  But  that 
mighty  conqueror  was  not  able  to  deliver 
him  out  of  the  hand  of  Shalmanefer.  The 
ten  tribes,  among  whom  the  worfhip  of  God 
was  extinguifhed,  were   carried    away    to 

Nineveh, 
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Y^rs    Nineveh,  and  being  fcattered  among  the  A,  R, 

Chrift.    Gentiles,  were  fo    loft,  that  there    is    no  _     . 

.  longer .  any  veftige  of  them  to  be  found. 

Some  few  were  left  behind,  who  were  mixed 

with  the  Jews,  and  made  a  fmall  part  of  the 

kingdom  of  Judah.    At  this  time  happened 

7^5^    the  death  of  Romulus.     He  was  ever  at  30^ 
war,  afid  ever  vidorious ;  but  in  the  tnidft  of 
wars  he  laid  the  foundations  of  religion  and 

7^4*  laws.  A  long  peace  afforded  Numa  his  aq^ 
fucceflbr  opportunity  of  finiftiing  the  work. 
JHe  formed  the  religion,  and  civilized  the 
^lavage  manners  of  the  Roman  peopk.  Iii 
Jhis  time  colonies  from  Corinth,  andfome 
other  cities  of  Greece,  founded  Svracufe  ir)i 
Sicily,  Crotona,  Tarentum,  and  perhaps 
fome  other  cities'  in  that  p^rt  of  Italy,  to 
which  former   Grecian  colonies,  who  had  . .  ! 

overfpread  the  country,  had  already  given 
•the  name  of  Great  Greece.  Mean  whil^ 
Hezekiah,.  the  moft  pious  and  righteous  qi 
all  the  kings  -fince  David,  reigned  in  Judea, 

710.    .Sennacherib,    fon    and   fucceflor   to  SKal-  44, 
:  manefer,  beiSeged  him  in  Jerufalem  with  an 
innumerable  hoft,  which  was  cut  oft'  in  one 
:  ttighf  by  the'  hahd  of  an  Angel .     HezekiaK^i 
.delivered  in  fo  wonderful  a  manner,  ferved 
God,  with  ^11  his  people,  more  faithfully 
698,    than  ever.    But  after  that  princess  death,  and  gg 
-  under  his  fon  Manafleh,  the  ungrateful  people 
forgot  God,  anrf^fell  into  many  diforders, 
687.    The  popular  ftate  was  then  forming  qjnong  (j 
the   Athenians,   and^  they  begun  to  eledt 
annual  Archons,  the  firft  of  whon^  was  Creon. 

'       R  Whilft 
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Years  before  WhUft  tmpiety  increafed  in  the  kingdom  of  A.  R, 
^^'^-  Judah,  the  power  of  the  kings  of  Aflyria,. 

who  were  to  be  its  fcourges,  advanced  under 
68 1.  Efar-haddon,  the  fon  of  Sennacherib.     He   73, 

united  tjie  kingdom  of  Babylon  with  that 
pf  Nineveh^  and  equaled  in  the  greater  Afia 
677^  the  empire  of  the  firft  Aflyrians.     Under   77, 

t  K4ngs,xvii.  his  reign  the  Cuthites,  a  people  of  Aflyria, 
H*  ?*f •  ^^'  *r  afterwards  called  Samaritans,  were  fent  to 
inhabit  Samaria.     Thefe  joined  the  worfhip 
*     of  God  to  that  of  idols,    and  obtained  of 
iEfar-haddon  an  Ifraelitifh  priefl:,  who  taught 
them  the  fervice  of  the  God  of  the  country, 
that  is,  the  ceremonies  of  the  law  of  Mofes. 
God,  not  willing  that  his  name  (hould  be 
utterly  abolilhed  in  a  land  which  he  had 
^  Kings,  xTii.  given  to  his  people,  left  his  law  there  for 
»2, »«,  &c.      ^  teftimony  \    bu*:  their  prieft  gave  them 
only  the  boots  df  Mofes,  which  the  twelve 
revolted  tribes  had  rttained  in  their  fchifm. 
The  Scriptures  compofed  afterwards  by  the 
prophets,  who  facrificed  in  the  temple,  were 
had  in  deteftation  amongft  them ;  whi^h  i$  . 
the  reafon  the  Samaritans  receive  only  the^ 
Pentateuch  to  this  day. 

Y^hile  Efar-haddon  and  the  Aflyriam^ 
were  fo  powerfully  eftabliftiing  themfelves 
in'  thp  greater  Afia,  the  Medes  begun  alfo 
to  rencfcr  themfelves  confiderable,  Dejoces 
their  firf^  H^^S>  named  Arphaxad  in  Scrips 
ture.  founded  the  ftately  city  of  Ecbaton^^ 
.  and  laid  the  foundations  of  a  great  empire, 
l^hey  had  pUcpd  him  on  the  throne  to 
frpwif  his  virtues,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the 

difordersi 
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difbrders  which  anarchy  oqcafioned  among  A.  R. 
them.     Condufted  by  lo  great  a  king,  they  Herod.  Ub^  i, 
fupported  themfelves   againft   their  neigh-  ^'  ''^' 
hours,  but  did  not  extend  their  dominion. 

^yl^  Rome  was  advancing,  but  weakly.  Under  g^, 
Tullus  Hoftilius  her  third  king,  and  by 
the  famous  combat  of  the  Horatii  and  Cun 
riatii,  Alba  was  conquered  and  deftroyed, 
Its  citizens  incorporated  in  the  viftorious 
city,  confiderably  enlarged  and  ftrengthened 
it.  Romulus  was  the  firft  who  had  pracftifed 
this  method  of  augmenting  the  dty^  intot 
which  he  admitted  the  Sabines  and  other 
conquered  nations.  They  forgot  their  de^ 
feat,  and  became  loyal  fubjefts.  Rome,  by 
extending  her  conquefts,  formed  her  foldie^ 
ry  ;  and  under  Tullus  Hoftilius  (he  began 
to  learn  that  excellent  difcipline  which  ren- 
dered her  afterwards  miftrefs  of  the  world. 

^70.  The  kingdom  of  Egypt,  weakened  6y  its  84, 
long  divifions,  was  recovering  under  Pfam- 
meticus.  This  prince,  who  owed  his  crown 
to  the  lonians  and  Cari^ns,  allowed  them 
to  fettle  in  Egypt,  till  then  fhut  up  to  ftran- 
gers.  On  this  occafiqn  the  Egyptians  enr 
t^red  into  commerce  with  the  Grecians  •, 
and  from  this  time  likewife  the  hiftory  of 
Egypt,  hitherto  mixed  with  pompous  fa- 
bles through  the  artifice  of  the  priefts,^  be-. 

J^?^  gins,  according  to  Herodote,  to  have  fome 

V  05*     certainty.     Mean  while  the  kings  of  Aflyria 

were  growing  more  jind  n\ore  formidable  to 

,     all  the  Eaft.     Saofduchin,  fon  of  Efar-had- 

^pn,   cgUed  Nabuchodonofor  in  th?  book 
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Yearebeforc  pf  Judith,  defeated,  in  a  pitch  battle,  Ar^A.  R. 

6^7  '  phaxad  king  of  the  Medes.     Fluftied  with  97. 

'^  this  fucccefs,   he  undertook  the  conqucft  of 

^5^'  the  whole  earth.     With  this  defign  he  pafled  98, 

the  Euphrates,  and  ravaged  all  before  him 
as  far  as  Judea.  The  Jews  had  provoked 
God,  by  giving  themfelves  up  to  Idolatry, 
after  the  example  of  Manafleh ;  but  they 
had  repented  with  that  prince,  wherefore 
God  took  them'  alfo  into  his  protedlion, 
The  conquefts  of  Nabuchodonofor  and 
Holofernes  his  general,  were  flopped  all 
at  once  by  the  hand  of  a  woman.  Dejoces, 
though  beaten  by  the  Aflyrians,  left  his 
.>  kingdom  in  a  condition  of  advancing  under 

his  fucceflbrs.  Whilft  Phraortes,  and  Cy- 
axares  the  fon  of  Phraortes,  fubdued  Perfi^ 

^42 1  and  pufhed  their  conquefts   in   the  leflcrii2, 

Alia,  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  Halys, 
Judea   beheld  the  wicked  reign  of  Amon, 

.V41.  the  fon  of  Manafleh,  pafs  away  :  and  Jofiah  1 1 3, 

the  fon  of  Amon,  wife  from  a  child,  la- 
boured to  repair  the  breaches  made  by  the 
impiety  of  the  kings  his  predeceflbrs. 
Rome,  whofe  kins  was  Ancus  Martius, 
fubdued  fome  of  tne  Latins  under  his  con- 
dud  ;  and  continuing  to  make  citizens  of 
her  enemies,  fliut  them  up  within  the  com-* 
pafs  of  her  walls.  The  people  of  V^^^  ^' 
ready  weakened  by  Romulus,  fufFered  new 

gjj6^  lofles.     Ancus  pufhed  his  conquefts  as  far  ^  2  8; 

a^  the  neighbouring  fea,  and  built  the  ciiy 
Oftia  at  the  mouth  of  the  Tiber.  At  ±his 
time  the  kingdom  of  Babylon  was  invaded 

by 
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^^?^^  by  Nabopblaflafi  That  traitor,  whom  A.  R. 
Ghrifti  Chinaladan,  otherwife  Sarac,  had  made  ge- 
neral of  his  armies  againft  Cyaxares  kmg 
of  the  Medes,  joined  Afty^ges  ion  of  Cy- 
axares^ took  Chinaladari  in  Nineveh^  de-  , 
ftroyed  that  great  city  fa  long  miftrefs  of 
the  Eaft,  and  mounted  his  matter's  throne; 
Under  this  ambitious  prince  Babylon  fwel- 
led  with  pridci  Judea,  whofe  impiety  in- 
creafed  beyond  meafure,  had  every  thing  to 
624.    fear.     Good  king  Jofiah,  by  4iis  profouhd   j  o^^ 

humility,  fufpended  for  a  little  the  punifli- 
610.     meht  hi§  people  had  deferved  *,  but  the  evil   144. 
607.     waxed  greater  under  his  children.     Nebu-   147; 
chadn^zzair  II.  more  terrible  than  his'^father 
Nabopolaflar,  fucceeded  him.     That  prihce^ 
bred  up  in  pride,  and:  continually  exercifed 
in  War,  made  prodigious  conquefts  both  in 
the  Eaft  and  Weft ;  ^nd  Babylon  threatened 
the  whole  earth   with  flavery^     Ifs  threats 
foon  took  efFeft   with  regard  to  the  people 
of  God.     Jerufalem  was  given  up  to  the 
haughty  conqueror,  who  took  it  three  feve- 
ral  time^  ;   firft,  in  the   beginning   of  his 
reign  ^    and  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Je- 
hoiakim,  from  whence  are  dated  the  feventy 
J^*"-       years  of  the  Babylonilh  captivity  mention- 
i^  '    '  ed  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah  :   the  fecond 
xxix.    time  under  Jechonias,  or  Jehoiachin,  fon  of 
^^'        Jehoiakim  •,  and  the  laft  time  under  Zede- 
599.     kiah,    when,  the  city   was    razed  to    the  ^1^5. 
598*  '  ground,  the  temple  reduced  to  afties,   and   jrg^ 
the  king  carried  captive  to  Babylon,  with     . 
Seraiah  the  high-prieft,    and  the  greateft 

D  3  part 
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Y^»  ^fo*^  part  of  the  people.     The  moft  eminent  of  A^  It 
thofe  captives  were  the  prophets  Ezekiei 
and  Dahiel,     Among  them  likelvife  are  to 
be   counted  the  three  young  men,   whom 

Nebuchadnezzar    could    neither    force   to 

... 

worlhip  his  image,  nor  had  power  to  deftrojr 

.    by  fire.    Greece  was  now  flourifhing,  and  tl^ 

feven  wife  men  were  rendering  themfelves  il- 

594i  luftrious.  Some  time  before  the  defolation  of  i6cu 

Jerufalehi,  Solon^  one  of  thofe  feven  fages,- 
gave  laws  to  the  Athenian^,  and  eftablifhed  li- 
berty u^on  the  foundation  of  juftice :  the 

$y&^  Phocians  of  Ionia  carried  their  firft  colony  176.- 

to  Marfeilles.  Tarquinius  Prifcus,  king  of 
Rome,  after  having  fubjeded  part  of  Tuf- 
cany,  and  adorned  the  city  with  magnificent 

^$6*  iyorks,  ended  his  reign.     In  his  time  the  18 8^ 

Gauls,  Gonduded  by  Bellovefus,  poflefled 
themfelves  of  all  the  countries  of  Italy  adja- 
cent to  the  Po,  while  Segovefus  his  brother 
led  another  body  of  the  fame  nation  a  great 
way  into  Germany.  Servius  TuUius,  Tar- 
quin's  fucceflbr,  inftituted  the  Cenfus,  or 
lift  of  the  citizens  difpofed  into  certain 
claffes,  whereby  that  great  city  was  regulated 
as  a  private  family.  Nebuchadnezzar  beaui 
tified  Babylon,  which  had  enriched  itfelf  by 
tlie  fpoils  of  Jerufalem  and  the  Eaft :  but  it 
did  not  long  enjoy  them.     That. king,  who 

562.  Jiad  adorned  it  with  fo  much  rhagnificence,ip2. 

faw  upon  his    death-bed  the  approaching Aby^j. 
ruin  or  the  haugky  city^     His  fon  Evilme- J^J^^* 
rodach,  having  rendered  himfelf  odious  by  praep. 
his   debaucheries,  had   not  reigned  long^^^**^' 

when 


t 
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^fore    ^^^^  ^^  "^^  ^^^  ^y  NerlgKflbf  Kis  brothef^  A.  k. 

Chrift.   in-law,  who  ufurped  the  kihgdofti;    Pififtra- 
.  tus  ufurped  alfb  the  fovereign  authority  in    . 

560.  Athens,  which  he  found  nieahs  to  maintain  1944  ' 
for  the  (pace  of  thirty  years,  amidft  a  num- 
ber of  viclffitudes,  and  which  he  evfen  left 
to  his  children.  Nerigliflbr  could  hot  fuf- 
fer  the  power  of  the  Medes,  who  were  groW- 
ing  great  in  the  Eaft,  and  therefore  declared 
war  againft  them.  While  Aftyages,  fon  of 
Cyaxares  L  was  preparing  for  a  vigorous 
refiftance,  he  died,  and  left  the  wai*  t<5  be 
carried  on  by  Cyaxares  11.  his  ion,  called 

559'  by  Daniel  Darius  the  Mede,  This.laft  Jg^^ 
nominates  for  general  of  his  army,  Cyrus, 
the  fon  of  Mandane  his  fifter,  and  of  Carti- 
byfes  king  of  Perlia,  which  wis  fubjeift  to 
the  empire  of  the  Medes.  The  reputation 
of  Cyrus,  who  had  fignalized  himfelf  iri 
divers  wars  under  Aftya  /cs  his  grandfather, 
united  moft  of  the  kings  of  the  Eaft  under 

548.    the  ftandards  of  Cyaxares.     He  took  Crei-  ^qQ 
fus  king  of  Lydia  in  his  capital  city,  and 
made  himfelf  mafter  of  his  immenfe  riches : 

m 

g43*     he  fubdued  the  other  allies  of  the  kings  of  ^n^ 
Babylon,  and  extended  his   dominion  not 
only  over  Syria,  but  even  a  great  way  into 

538.     the  lefler  Afia*     At  laft  he  marched  againft  21 6* 
Babylon^  took  it,  and  fubjefted  it  to  Cyax- 
ares his  uncle-,  who,  no  lefs  touched  with 
his  fidelity  than  his  exploits^  gave  hini  his 

53  7»     only  daughter  and  heir  in   marriage.     In  2 1 7* 
the   reign   of  Cyaxares,    Daniel,    already 
honoured  under  the  preceding  reigns  with 

feverai 
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Years  before  feveral  heavenly  vlfions,  wherein  he  faw  in  A.  BL 
manifeft  figures  fo  many  kings  and  empires 
p^fs  before  him,  learned  by  a  new  revelation 
thqfc  feventy  famous  weeks,  in  which  the 
times  of  the  Christ,  and  the  deftiny  of  the 
Jewirti  people  are  unfolded.  It  was  weeks 
of  years,  fo  that  they  contained  490  :  .  and 
this  way  of  reckoning  was  common  amongft 
the  Jews,  who  observed  the  feventh  year, 
^  fts  well  as  the  feventh  day,  with  a  religious 

53rO#  j^^fl.^     Some  time  after  this  vifion,  Cyaxares  2 1 S^ 

died,  as  did  alio  Cambyfes  the  father  of 
Cyrus  J  and  that  great  man  who  fucceeded 
them^  joined  the  kingdom  of  Perfia,  till 
th^n  t>Uf  bbfcure,  to  the  kingdom  of  the 
Medes,  which  he  had  fo  vaftly  enlarged  by 
his  conqueftsj  Thus  was  he  peaceable 
mafter  of  the  whole  Eaft,  and  founded  the 
jgreatefi  cmpite  that  had  ever  been  in  the 
world.  But  what  is  ftioft  material  to  the 
^  connexion  of  our  epochs,  is,  that  this"  great 
conqueror,^ih  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  gav^ 
hip  decree  for  rebuilding  the  temple  of 
God  at  Jerufalem,  and  re-eftablifhing  the 
Jews  in  Judea. 

We  muft  ftop  a  little  at  this  pet-iod, 
which  is  the  moft  intricate  of  all  ancient 
chronology,  by  reafon  of  the  difficulty  of 
reconciling  profane  with  facred  hiftcry.  You 
have  doubtleis,  Sir,  already  obferved,  that 
what  I  relate  of  Cyrus,  is  very  different  , 
from  what  you  have  read  of  him  i^i  Juftin ; 
that  he'  does  not  fpeak  a  word  of  the  fecond 
kingdom  of  the  AfTyrians,  nor  of  thofe  fa- 
mous 
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y^^  mous  kings  of  Aflyria  and  Babylon,  fo  re- A.  R, 
Chrift.  nowned  in  facred  ftory  j  and  that,  in  ftiort, 
my  account  agrees  very  little  with  what  that 
author  tells  us  of  the  three  fir  ft  monarchies  j 
namely,  that  of  the  Aflyrians  finiftied  in  the 
perfbh  of  Sardanapalus,  that  of  the  Medes 
ended  in  the  perfon  of  Aftyages,  grandfather 
of  Cyrus,  ^d  that  of  the  Perfians  begun  by 
Cyrus,  and  deftroyed  by  Alexander. 

To  Juftin  you  may  join  Diodorus,  with 
moft  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  authors  extant, 
who  relate  thofe  pieces  of  hiftory  in  a  differ- 
ent manner  from  that  which  I  have  fol- 
lowed. 

As  to  what  regards  Cyrus,  profane  au- 
thors are  by  no  means  agreed  about  his  hif- 
tory :•  but  I  thought  I  ought  rather  to  foU 
low  Xenophon  with  St.  Jerom,  than  CtefiaS 
a  fabulous  author,  whom  moft  of  the  Greeks 
have  copied  after,  as  Juftin  and  the  Latins 
have  the  Greeks,  and  even  rather  than  He- 
rodote  himfelf,  though  fie  be  a  moft  judir 
cious  writer.  What  determined  me  to  this 
cl^oice  was,  that  Xenophon's  hiftory,  more 
coherent  and  more  probable  in  itfelf,  has 
this  additional  advantage,  that  it  is  more 
conformable  to  Scripture,  which  by  reafon  . 
of  its  antiquity,  and  the  connexion  of  the 
.  affairs  of  the  Jewifti  nation,  with  thofe  of 
the  Eaft,  would  merit  to  be  preferred  to  all 
the  Grecian  hiftories,  although  we  did  not 
moreover  know,  that  it  was  didated  by  the 
Holy  Spirit 

'As 
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i^HtfftMbre       As  to  the  three  firft  monarchies,  what  A.  IL 
mqft  of  the  Greeks  have  written  of  them^ 
has  appeared  doubtful  to  the  wifeft  m^n  of 
Plat,  in  Tim.  Greece.     Plato  ftiews  in  general,  under  the 
name  of  the  priefts  of  Egypt,  that  the  Gre-   . 
cians  wer^  profoundly  ignorant  of  antiquity : 
Arift.  Polit.  V.  and  Ariftotle  has  ranked  amongft  the  fabu- 
lo.  lous  authors,  thofe  who  wrote  the  Aflyrian 

affairs. 

The  matter  is,  the  Grecians  were  late  of 
beginning  to  write,  and  being  willing  to  en- 
tertain Greece,  ever  curious,  with  ancient 
hiftories,  they  compofed  them  from  confu- 
fed  memoirs,  which  they  contented  them- 
(elves  with  putting  in  an  agreeable  order,  . 
without  much  minding  the  truth. 

And  fure  the  manner,  in  which  the  three 
firft   monarchies  are   generally   ranged,  is 
.evidently  fabulous.    For  after  having  over- 
thrown the  Aflyrian  empire  under  Sardana- 
palus,  the  Medes  are   brought  upon  the 
ftagc,   and  then  the   Perfians;    as   if  the 
Medes  had  fucceeded  to  the  whole  power 
of  the  Aflyrians,  and  the  Perfians  had  efta- 
blifhed  themfelves  on  the  ruin  of  the  Medes. 
But  on  the  contrary;  it   is  certain  that, 
when   Arbaces  raifed  the  Medes  in  revolt 
againft  Sardanapalus,  he  did  but  fet  them 
HerocL  1.  i.  c.  free.  Without  fubjefting  to  'them  the  em- 
*^>»7*  pire   of  Aflyria.      Herodote,   followed  in 

this  by  the  ableft  chronologers,  makes  their 
firfi:  king   Dgoces  appear  fifty  ye^s  after 
their  revolt ;   and  it  is  farther  certain  from 
the  concurring  teftimony  of  that  great  hiflo-  . 
^  rian 
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Yw«    nan  and  of  Xenophon,  not  to  mention  A.  R. 
chrift.    others,  that  during  the  time  allotted  to  the  « 
Herod,  empire  of  the  Mededt  there  were  in  Afly- 
Xen.      ^^^  fome  very  powerful .  kings,  who  were 
Cyrop*  formidable  to  the  whole  Eaift,  andwhofe 
v,vi,&c.gj^pjj.^  Cyrus  overthrew  by  the  taking  of 

Babylon. 

If  then  moft  part  of  the  Greeks,  and  of 
the  Latins,  who  have  followed  them,  fay 
nothing  of  thofe  Babylonifh  kings,  if  they 
allow  no  place  to  .that  great  kingdom 
among  the  firft  monarchies,  of  which  they 
relate  the  fucceffion ;  in  fhort,  if  we  find 
little  or  nothing  in  their  works  concerning 
the  famous  kings  Tiglath-pilefer,  Shalma- 
nefer,  Sennacherib,  Nebuchadnezzar,  and 
many  others  fo  renowned  in  Scripture,  and 
in  the  eaftern  hiftories  ;  we  muft  impute  it, 
cither  to  the  ignorance  of  the  Greeks,  who 
were  more  eloquent  in  their  narrations,  than 
curious  in  their  enquiries  -,  or  to  our  having 
loft  what  Was  moft  authentic  and  exaft  in 
their  hiftories. 

And  indeed  Herodote  had  promifed  aHer9d.Li,c 
particular  hiftory  of  the  Aflyrians,  which  *8i  47' 
we  have  not,  got,  whether  it  has  been  loft, 
•        or  he  has  had  not  time  to  write  it ;  and  we 
may  believe  that  fo  judicious  an  hiftorian 
would  not  have  omitted  the  kings  of  the 
fecond  empire  of  the  Aflyrians,   fince  Sen- 
tiei^d.   nacherib,   who  was  one  of  them,  is  ftill  to 
Hb.  11.    j^g  found  named  in  the  books  we  have  extant 
of  that  great  author,  as  king  of  the  AfTy- 
rians  and  Arabians^ 

Strabo, 
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V^  before     '  Strabo,  who  lived  in  the  time  of  Au-A*  R* 
Sttab.  lib.  XV.  guftus,  relates  what  Megafthehes,  an  ancient 
author,  who  lived  near  the  days  of  Alex-^ 
ander,   had  left  in  writing  about  the  famous 
conquefts  of  Nabuchodonofor  king  of  the 
Chaldeans,  whom    he  makes   to  over-run 
Europe,   penetrate  into  Spain,  and  cany  his 
armi  as  far-  as  the  pillars   of    Hercules- 
iElianjlib.xii.'^Iian  names   Thilgamus  king  of  Aflyria, 
HifLAiiim.c.^o  is,  undoubtedly  the  Tilgath,  or  Tig- 
*'*  lath   of  facred  hiftory;  and  we    have  in 

Ptolomy  a  catalogue  of  the  princes,  who 
ruled  the  great  empires  ;  among  whom  we 
find  a  long  feries  of  kings  of  Aflyr ia  un- 
known to  the  Grecians,  and  whom  'tis  eafy 
to  reconcile  with  facred  hiftory. 

It  were  too  tedious  to  rehearfe.  what  the 
the  Syrian  annds,  what  BerofuS^  Abydenus^ 
or  Nicolaus  of  Damaicus  narrate  to    us. 
jof.  Ant.  life.  Jofcphus  and  Eufebius  of  Cefarea  have  pre- 
ii.l.i.oont.  'ferved  to  us  the  precious  fragments  of  all 
Ap.Enf,        thofe  authors,  as  well  as  of  a  great  many 
ixT^    ^^*"^*  others,  that  were  complete   in  their  time, 
whofe  teftimony  confirms    what  the  holy 
Scripture  tells  us  concerning  the  eaftern  an- 
tiquities, and    particularly   concerning  the 
Aflyrian  hiftory. 

As  for  the  monarchy  of  the  Medes,  to 
^  which  moft  profane  hiftorians  giv^  the  fg- 

cond  place  in  the  catalogtie  of  "great  em- 
pires, as  diftind  from  that  of  the  Perfians, 
*tis  certain  that  the  Scripture  always  joins 
them;  and  you  fee.  Sir,  that,  befides  the 
authority  of  the  facred  books,  the  very  or- 
der 
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der  of  the  f^ds  d«monftrates,  that  it  is  to  A«  H« 
that  we  ought  to  adhere. 

The  Medes  before  Cyriis^  though  pow«> 
erful  and  confiderable,  were  ecUpfed  by  the 
greatnefs  of  the  kings  of  Babylon.  But 
Cyrus  having  conquered  their  kingdom, 
by  the  united  force  of.  the  Medes  and  Per- 
iians,  whofe  mafter  he  afterwards  by  lawful 
fucceffion  became,  as  we  have  obferved  af- 
t^  Xenc^hon ;  it  appears  that  the  great 
empire,  whereof  he  was  founder,  muft  have 
taken  its  name  from  both  nations  js  fo  that 
that  of  the  Medes,  and  that  of  the  Per-» 
fians,  were  but  one  and  the  fame  thing, 
thpugh  the  Glory  of  Cyru3  has  made  the 
nanfie  of  the  Perfians  to  prevail. 

We  may  likewife  imagine,  that  before 
the  War  of  Babylon,  the  kings  of  the  Medes 
having  extended  their  conquefts  on  the  fide 
of  the  Grecian  colonies  in  Afia  Minor^ 
were  by  this'  means  famous  among  thp 
Greeks,  who  afcribed,to  them  the  empire 
of  the  greater  Afia,  becaufe  they  knew 
none  but  them  of  all  the  kings  of  the  Eaft. 
Yet  the  kings  of  Nineveh  and  Babylon, 
more  powerful,  but  lefs  known  to  Greece, 
have  been  almofl:  quite  forgot  in  what  Gre- 
cian hiftories  We  have  extant ;  and  the  whole 
time  from  Sardanapalus  to  Gyrus,  has  been 
given  to  the  Medes  alone. 

Thus  we  need  no  longer  to   be  at  fo 

much  pains  to  reconcilei>  in  this  particular, 

profane  with  facred  hiftory.     For  as  to  what 

regards  th^  firft  kingdom  of  the  Aflyrians, 

^  Scripture 
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^^  before  Scripture  hints  at  it  only  by  the  by,  andA-R, 
names  neither  Ninus,  the  founder  of  that 
empire,  nor,  excepting  Phul,  any  of  his 
fuccefTors;  becaule  their  hiftory  has  no 
connexion  with  that  of  the  people  of  God. 
As  for  thefecondAflyrians,  the  Greeks  have 
been  either  entirly  ignorant  of  them,  or 
through  not  knowing  them  fufficiently,  have 
confounded  them  with  the  firft. 

When  therefore  any  one  objefts  thofe 
Greek  authors,  who  range  the  three  firft 
monarchies  according  to  their  fancy,  and 
make  the  Medes  fucceed  to  the  ancient  em- 
pire of  Aflyria,  .without  mentioning  the 
new  one,  which  the  Scripture  exhibits  fo 
powerful ;  we  have  only  to  anfwer,  that  they 
have  not  been  acquainted  with  that  part  of 
hiftory ;  and  that  they  are  no  lefs  repugnant 
to  the  moft  curious  and  beft  informed  au^ 
thors  of  their  own  nation,  than  to  holy 
Scripture. 

And,  what  in  one  word  cuts  ofF  the  whole 
difficulty,  is,  that  facred  authors,  being 
nearer,  both  in  time  and  fituation,  to  the 
eaftem  kingdoms ;  writing,  befides,  the 
hiftory  of  a  people  whole  affairs  are  fb 
interwoven  with  thofe  of  the  great  empires, 
though  they  had  no  other  than  this  adtan-: 
tage,  might  be  fufticient  tp  filpnce  the 
Greeks,  an^  tli^  J^^^?  who  have  copied 
after  them. 

If,  hevertheleis,  fome  will  perfift  in  main- 
taining that  commonly  received  order  of 
the  three  firft  monarchies,  and  if,  to  pr«- 
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"Years  fervc  to  the  Medes  alone  tKe  fecond  rank  A.  R« 
Chrift,  which  is  given  them,  they  will  fubjeft  to 
them  the  kings  of  Babylon  ;  yet  by  own- 
ing that  after  about  an  hundred  years  fub- 
jeftion,  thefe  regained  their  liberty  by  a 
revolt,  they  fave  in  fome  meafure  the  co- 
herence of  facred  hiftory,  but  agree  little 
with  the  beft  profane  hiftorians,  to  whom 
holy  Writ  is  more  favourable,  in  that  it  con- 
ftantly  unites  the  empire  of  the  Medes  with 
that  of  the  Perfians, 

But  there  ftill  remains  to  be  difcovered 
to  you  one  of  the  caufes  of  the  obfcurity 
of  thofe  ancient  hiilories,  and  it  is  this  :  as 
the  kings  of  the  Eaft  aflumed  feveral  names, 
or,  if  you  will,  feveral  titles,  which  after- 
wards took  place  of  their  proper  names  ; 
and  as  different  nations  tranflated,  or  pro- 
nounced them  differently,  according  to  the 
refpedive  idioms  of  each  language,  hifto- 
ries  {o  very  ancient,  of  which  there  remain 
(o  few  authentic*  memoirs,  muft  have  been 
thereby  very  much  obfcured.  This  confu- 
iion  of  names  has  doubtlefs  caufed  a  great 
deal  of  confiifipn  in  things  themfelves,  and 
in  perfons  ;  and  iience  proceeds  the  diffi- 
culty we  find  to  iituate  in  the  Grecian  Hif^ 
tory  the  kings  who  have  had  the  name  of 
-  Ahafuerus  or  Afliierus,  which  was  as  much 
unknown  to  the  Greeks,  as  known  to  the 
people  of  the  Eafl. 

And  indeed,  who  fhould  think  that  Cy- 
axares  were  the  fame  name  with  Afluerus, 
f  ompound^d  of  the  word  Ky,  that  is,  Lord, 

and 
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Yca«  before  and  Axares,  which  manifeftljr  CDincidcswtth  A.  R. 
Axuerus,    or    Afluerus  ?     Three  or  four 
princes  have  bore  the  name,  though  they 
had  others  befides.     Were  we  not  informed 
that    Nebuchadnezzar,     Nebuchadrezzar, 
Kabuchodonofor,  Nabuchodrofor,  anUNa-* 
bopolaf&r,  are  but  one  and  the  fame  name, 
or  the  name  of  one  and  the  feme  man,  we 
fliould  have  difficulty  to  believe  it ;  and  yet 
the  thing  is  certain.     Sargon  is  Sennache- 
,/     rib;  Uzziah is  Azariah ;   Zedddah  is  Matr 
taniah ;    Joachas^    or  Jehoahas,  was  alfo 
called  Shallum  ;     Ezar-haddon,  which   is 
likewife  wrote  Afaraddon,   or  Afor-haddan,Ezr.  iv, 
is  named  Afenaphar  by  the  Cuthites ;  and»« 
by  an  oddity,  .of  which  we  know  not  the 
origin,   Sardanapalus  finds   himfdf  ntmcd 
by  the  Greeks,  Tonos  Concoleros.     One 
might  make  out  a  long  Kft  of  eaftem  prin- 
ces, who  have,  each  of  them,  had  feverrf 
different  names  in  hiftory ;  but  *tis  &ifficv- 
ent  to  have  given  you  a  gftneral  hint  of  the 
cuftom.     Nor  was  it  unknown  to  the  La- 
tins, among  whom  titles  and  adoptions  mul^. 
tiplied  names  fb  varioufly.     Thus  the  title 
of  Auguftus,  and  that   of  Africanus,  be- 
came the  proper  names  of  Cefar  Oftavianua, 
and  of  the   Scipio's;  artd  thus   were   the 
Nero's  Cefars,     The  thing  is   imdoubted, 
and  it  is  needlefs  to  dwell  longer  on  fo  al- 
lowed a  faft. 

I  do  not  intend.  Sir,  to  trouble  you  any 
more  with  the  difficulties  of  chronology, 
•which  are  very  little  material  to  you.    This, 

indeed^ 
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Years    indeed,  was  of  too  great  importance  not  A.  9l, 
Chrift.   ^  ^^  cleared  up  in  this   place  ;    and  now 
having   told  you  what  is  fufficient  for  our. 
defign,  I  refume  the  feries  of  our  epocl^s. 
vill.         It  was.tlien  218  years  after  the  founda- 
c  rus    ^^^^  °^  Rome,    /;g6   years   before    Jefus 
or  the'    Chrift,  at   the   expiration  of  the  70  year^ 
J^^"  captivity   in  Babylon,  and   the  fame  year 
Sixth'     that  Cyrus  founded  the    Perfian  empire,- 
age  of  the  that  that  prince,  chofen  of  God  to  be  the 
^°^  '     deliverer  of  his  people,  and  reftorer  of  his 
temple,  put  his  hand  to  the  great  work.. 
^36.     Immediately  after   the  publication  of  this  2i8t 
order,  Zerubbabel,    the   fpn  of  Shealtiel, 
attended  by   Jeftiua,  the  fon  of  Jozadak, 
the  high  prieft,  brought  back  the  captives 
535.    who  rebuilt  the  altar,  and  laid  the  founda-  J^iQ* 
tions  of  the  fecond  temple.     The  Sanlari-. 
tans,  jealous  of  their  glory,  wanted  to  have 
Ezr.  iv.  a  fliare  in  this  great  work  5  and  upon  pre*' 
*'  ^'      tence  that  they  worfliipped  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  though  they  blended  his    worftiip 
with  that  of  their  falfe  gods,  they  befought; 
Zerubbabel  to  permit  them  to  rebuild  the 
temple  of  God  with  him.     But  the  chiU 
dren  of  Judah,  who  abhorred  their  mixe4 
worfhip,  rejected  the  propofal,      The  Sa-i 
maritans  provoked,   thwarted  their   defign, 
by   all  manner  of  artifices  and  outrages^ 
About  this  time,   Servius   TuUius,    after 
having  enlarged  the  city  of  Rome,  formed 
the   fcheme   of  turning  it  into  a  comn^onn 
cX\x    wealth.     But   he  was  cut  off  in  the  midft  22 1 
9f  thefe  thoughts,  by   the  counfel  of  his 
'    •  '4  p^yl\ 
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y^  before  and  Axares,  which  manifeftly  Cbrnf 

Axuerus,    or    Afluerus  ?      Thr/      rauJnA.  R. 
princes  have  bore  the  name,    ,  mant 

had  others  befides.     Werev  ,         wherein 
that    Nebuchadnezzar,      '*  /  e    - 

Kabuchodonofor,  Nabuc'.-  j.       e   ^^ 

bopolaflar,  are  but  on^  Befidesthofe 

or  the  name  of  one  a-  -  ^^^  ^fia.  the 

fhould  have  difficul'  ,   ..^  fower  Afia  o^™ed 
the  thmg  IS  cert.      ^^  ^„^  Arabians  were 
/     nbi  Uzziahis/    ^  f^  -^^^^^^  ^f  -^  laws,22gi. 
The  conqueft  of  it  was 
(,des  the  (on  of  Cyrus.  That 
t)fig  lurvive  his  brother  Smer-232. 
1    ambiguous   dream   catifed 
^   privately.       Smerdis  the 
bme  time  under  the  name  of 
"'  i^C/is,^he  brother  of   Cambyfes;    but 
^    .ft^pofture  was  foon  detefted.  Thefcven233, 
i/"/f  lords  confpired  againft  him,  and  one 
•'-      YtJiP*"  ^^"^  placed  upon  the  throne.     This 
Sas  Dai'J'^Si    ^°^  "^  Hyftafpes,   who  in  his 
^"■■jjj-cripf'on  ftiled  himfelf  the  beft,  and  hand- 
^^      fom*"  ^"^  ^"  men.     Several  marks  difcov«- 
Jiim  to  te  the  Ahaftjerus  of  the  book  of 
£fther,  though  it  is  not  a  fettled  point.     In 
the  beginning  of  his  reign  the  temple  was 
finished,   after  various  interruptions    caufed 
by  the  Samaritans.     An  irreconcileable  ha-  ■ 
tred  took  place  between  -the  two  nations, 
and  nothing  was  more  oppofite  than  Jeru- 
salem and  Samaria.     In  the  time  of  Darius, 
commence  the  liberty  of  Rome  and  Atheris, 
and  the  great  glory  of  Greece.     Harmodl- 
us  and  Ariftogiton,  Athenians,  deliver  their 
fountry 
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'from  Hipparchus,  fon  of  Pififtra-A.  R, 
\e  flain  by  his  guards.  Hippias, 
of  Hipparchus,  attempts,  in 
ort  his  title.  He  is  expelled ; 
'  of  the  farhily  of  Pififtratus  244. 
iiftied.  The  Athenians,  re- 
wneir  liberty,  ereft  ftatues  to  their 
^rs,  and  re-eftabhfti  the  popular 
crnment.  Hippias  throws  himfelf  into 
4.ne  arms  of  Darius,  whom  he  finds  already 
difpofed  to  undertake  the  conqueft  of  Greece, 
and  all  his  hope  now  lies  in  his  protection. 
At  the  time  he  was  expelled,  Rome  alfo 
got  rid  of  her  tyrants.  Tarquin  the  proud 
had  rendered  the  regal  dignity  odious  bv 
his  oppreflion  and  violence :  the  lewdne^ 
of  Sextus  his  fon  gave  it  the  finiihing 
ftroke.  Lucretia  deflowered,  killed  herfelf :  245, 
her  blood,  and  the  harahgues  of  Brutus, 
fpirited  up  the  Romans.  The  kings  were 
baniihed,  and  confular  government  efta- 
blifhed  upon  the  plan  of  Servius  Tullius  j 
but  it  was  foon  weakened  by  the  jealoufy  of 
the  people.  In  the  firft  confullhip,  P.  Va- 
lerius the  conful,  celebrated  for  his  video- 
ries,  became  fufpefted  by  his  citizens  ;  and, 
to  fatisfy  them,  was  obliged  to  enacS:  the 
law,  which  allowed  an  appeal  to  the 
people,  from  the  fenate  and  confuls,  in 
all  caufes  wherein  the  puniihment  of  z, 
citizen  was  concerned.  The  expelled 
Tarquins  found  friends :  the  neighbouring 
kings  looked  upon  their  banifliment  as  an 
indignity  ofFered  to  all  crowned  heads ;  and 

E  %  Porfennji^i 
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Years  bcfoi*?  Porfenna',  king  of  the  Clufians,  a  people  of  A,  R» 

Chnft.  Hetruria.  took  up  arms  againft  Rome ;  which  247. 

^  '**  being  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity,  and  al- 

moft  taken,  was  feved  by  the  valour  of 
horatius  Codes.  The  Romans  performed 
wonders  in  defence  of  their  liberty :  Scevola, 
^  young  citizen,  burned  the  hand  which 
had  miffed  Porfenna;  Clelia,  a  young  virgin, 
aftonifhed  that  prince  by  her  resolution: 
)Porfenna  left  Rome  in  peace,  and  the  Tar- 

B^^\  quins  remained  fuccourlefs.     I^ippias,  for  254, 

whom  Darius  declared,  had  fome  better 
Hopes.  All  Perfia  rofe  in  his  behalf,  and 
Athens  was  threatened  with  a  dreadful  war, 

^^Z\  Whilft  Dariu§  was   making  preparations,26i, 

Rome,  that  had  fo  gallantly  defended  her- 
felf  againft  foreign  powers,  had  like  to  have 
fallen  by  hef  own  hand:  thejealoufy  had 
revived  between  the  Patricians  and  Pl^bei- 
»ns :  the  confular  power,  though  already 
moderated  by  the  Y^l^riah  law,  leemed  ftill 
exorbitant  to  a  people  too  jealous  of  theii» 
liberty.  They  feceded  to  the  Aventi^ne 
mount :  violent  overtures  proved  fryitlefs ; 
nothing  could  bring  back  the  people,  but 
the  calm  remonflrances  of  Menenius  Agrip- 

!)a :  it  was  neceflary,  however,  to  find  fomci 
enitives,  and  to  grant  the  people  tribunes 
^  to  defend  them  againft  the  confuls.     The 

law  which  ihftituted  this  new  magiftracy,  was 
called  the  facf  ed  law ;  and  fuch  was  the  rife 
of  the  tribunes  of  the  people.  Darius  had 
^t  laft  openly  broke  with  Greece,  His  fohr 
ui-law  Mardonius,  after  over-running  Afia, 

thought 


i 

J 


UNIVERSAL    titSfORYi  $^ 

Y^fd    thought  to  overpower  the  Grecians  by  hisAi  R. 

Chriff.   numbers:  but  Miltiades,  With  teh  thbufand   264, 

400.  Athenians,  defeated  that  vaft  ^nrif  in  the 
plain  of  Marathon.  Rome  was  beating  all 
her  enemies  round  about,  and  feemed  to 
have  nothing  to  fear  but  from  herfelf.  Co- 
riolanus,  a  zealous  patrician,  and  the  great- 
eft  captain  flie  had,  being  expelled,  notwith- 
ftanding  his  fervices  by  the  popular  fadion^ 

489.     meditated  the  ruin  of  his  country^  led  oil   2654 

488*  the  Volfci  againft  it,  reduced  it  to  the  laft  2664 
extremity^  and  hothing  but  his  mother  ^ 
could  appeafe  him*  Greece  enjoyed  not 
long  the  tranquillity  which  the  battle  of  Ma-^ 
rathon  had  procured  her.  In  order  to  re-^ 
venge  the  affront  of  Perfia  and  Darius^ 
Xerxes  his  fon  and  fucceffor^  and  grandfori 
of  Cyrus  by  his  mother  Atofla,  attacked  the 

480.     GrecJtos  with  1 1 00000  fighting  men j  (fom6  ^^j- 
fay  1700G00)  without  reckoning  his  naval 
force  of  1200   fhips>     Deonidas^  king  of 
Sparta,  with  no  more  than  goo  men,  killed 
him  20000  of  them  at  the  ftreights   of^ . 
Thermopylae,  and  bravely  died  with  all  hid 
followers*    By  the  condudt  of  Themiftocled 
the  Athenian,  Xerxes's  naval  armament  is 
the  fame  year  defeated  near  Salamisi     That 
princ'e  rfepafled  the  Hellefpont  in  conftema-* 

4*^9.  t}on  ^  and  a  year  after,  his  land  arhiyj  which  275* 
Mardonius  comm^ided^  is  cut  to  j)ieceis 
nigh  Platea,  by  Paufanias  king  of  Lacede* 
inon,  and  Ariflides  the  Athenian,  furnamed 
the  jufti  The  battle  was  fought  In  the^ 
mornings  and  in  the  evening  of  that  famousf 

E  3  day,^ 
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Chrift.^'''^  day,  the  Ionian  Greeks,  who  had  ftiaken  ofFA.  R. 
the  yoke  of  the  Perfians,  killed  thirty  thou- 
fand  of  them  in  the  battle  of  Mycale,  undef 
the  condud:  of  Leotychides.  That  general, 
to  hearten  his  foldiers,  told  them,  that  Mar-- 
doniuswasjuft  defeated  in  Greece.  The  news 
proved  true,  either  by  fome  unaccountable 
eired  of  fame,  or  rather  by  a  lucky  hit  of 
conjefturej  and  all  the  Grecians  of  the  lefT- 
er  Afia  fet  themfelves  at  liberty.  That  na- 
tion was  gaining  every  where  confiderable 
advantages;  and,  a  little  before,  the  Car- 
thaginians, then  powerful^  were  beat  iri 
Sicily,  which  they  had  invaded  at  the  infti- 
gation  of  the  Perfians*  Ndtwithftanding 
this  ill  fuccefs,  they  did  not  ceaie  forming 
hew  defigns  upon  an  illand^  fo  commodious 
for  fecuring  tne  empire  of  the  fea,  which 
was  the  great  aim  of  their  republic* ,  Greece 
enjoyed  it  then,  but  her  attention  was  wholly 
turned  upon  th»  Eaft  and  the  Perfians* 
477.  Paufanius  had  jufl  freed  the   iflartd  ofCy-277- 

,  prus  from  their  yoke,  when  he  conceived 

the  defign  of  enflaving  his  country.  All 
his  fchemes  proved  abortive!  hotwithftand^ 
ing  the  great  promifes  of  Xerxes :  the  trai- 
tor was  betrayed  by  him  he  loved  beft, 
'and  his  infamous  afFediion  coft  him  his 
474,  "^^^^     The- fame  year  Xerx6s  was  flain  bylSd* 

Ariii.  Polit.  V.  Artabanus,  captain   of  his '  guards :  either    * 
'*'•  the  perfidious  wretch  wanted  to  mount  hi^ 

mafter*s  throne,  or  elfe  he  dreaded  the  feve- 
rity  of  a  prince,  whofe  cruel  orders  he  had 
not  readUy  enough  executed*     Artixerxes 

Loiigimaiius 
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Vcars    Lohgimanus  his  fon  began  his  reign^  and  A.  R. 

ChSi.   fliortly  after  received  a  letter  from  Themi-  281. 

473»    ^ocies,  wha,  being  profcribed  by  his  t;iti-  .   . 

zens,  made  him   a   proffer  of  his  ferVicjj 

againft  the  Grecians.     He,   well  knowing 

how  to  prize  fo  rcnowAcd  a  captain,  gav€l 

him  a   great  appointment,  in  fpite  of  tha 

467*    jealoufy  of  the  Satraps.      That  magnani-  28.7» 

mous  prince  prote<ited  the  Jews,  and  in  his 
Ezr.  vii.  twentieth  year,   memorable  for  its  confe- 
^"'       quences,  he  permitted   Nehemiah   to  re- 
Nehem.  ^^^^^  Jerufalem  with  her  walls.     This  de-  300# 
ii.       *  cree  of  Artaxerxes   differs    from  that  of 
Cyrus,  in  that  Cyrus's  related  to  the  tem- 
ple, and  this  was  made  for  the  city.     At 
Dan.  IX.  this  decree,  forefeen  by  Daniel,   and  men- 
*^'        tioned  in  his  prophecy,  the  490  years  of  his 
weeks  commence.     This  important  date  has 
very  folid  foundations.     The  banilhment  of 
Themiftocles  is  placed  by  Eufebius*s  chro- 
nicle, in  the  laft  year  of  the  76th  Olympi-   ' 
ad,  which  anfwers  to  the  280th  of  Rome. 
Other  chronologifts  bring  it  a  little  farther 
down  :    the  difference  is  inconfiderable,  and 
the   circumftances   of  time  confirm   Eufe* 
Thucyd.  bius*s  date.     They  are  taken  from  Thucy- 
Uh.  I.     dides,   a  moft  accurate  hiftorian  ;   and  this 
grave  author,  almoft  cotemporary,   as  well 
as  fellow-citizen,  with  Themiftocles,  makes 
him  write  his  letter  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Com.     reign  of  Artaxerxes.     Cornelius  Nepos^  an 
Nep.  in  ancient  and  judicious,  as  well  as  elegant 
^*""^' author,  admits  no  doubt  of  this  date  after 
the  authority  of  Thucydides  j  an  argument 

fo 
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,  Ycare  before  fo  much  the  more  folid,  that  another  au- A.  R. 

thor,  ancienter  ftill  than  Thucydides,   en- 
tirely agrees  with  him.     And  that  is  Charon 
Plut.inThem.of  Lampfachus,  quoted   by  Plutarch;  and 
Plutarch  himfelf   adds,    that   the  annals, 
meaning   thofe  of  Perfia,   are  conformable 
to  thefe  two  authors.     He  does  not,  how- 
ever, follow  them,   but  gives  us  no  reafon 
for  it  ;•  and  the   hiftorians,  who  begin  the 
teign  df  Artaxerxes    eight   or   nine  years 
later,  are  neither  of  that  time,   nor  of  fo 
great  authority.     It  appears  therefore  un- 
qiieftionable,  that  its   beginning  is   to  be 
|)laced    towards    the    tndi    of    the    76th 
Olympiad,  and   near  the   208th    year   of  , 
Rome,  whereby  the  twentieth  year  of  that 
jprince  muft  fall  towards  the  end  of  the  81  ft 
Olympiad,  and  about  Rome's  300th  year. 
In  fine,  thofe  who  caft  the  beginning  of  Ar- 
taxerxes* reign  lower,  to  reconcile  authors, 
are  reduced  to  fuppofe,  that  his  fatl^er  had, 
at    leaft,  aflbciated   him  in  the  kingdom, 
when  Themiftocles  wrote  his   letter ;  and 
which  way  ever  it  is,  our  date  is  afcertained. 
This  foundation  being  laid,  the  reft  of  the 
computation  is  eafy,  which  the  fequel  will 
jnake  evidently   appear.     After  the  decree 
of  Artaxerxes,   the  Jews  laboured  hard  in 
rebuilding  their  city  and  its  walls,  as  Daniel 
had  foretold.      Nehemiah  conducted    thel>an.ix* 
work  with  great  prudence  and  refolution,*^' 
amidft  all  the  oppofition  made  by  the  Sa- 
maritans, Arabians,  and  Ammonites,     The 
people,  ftrenuoiifly  exerted  themfclves,  and 

V  Eiiafhib 
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Years    Eliaftiib  the  high  prieft  animated  them  by  A.  R^l 

ch^.  h^s  example.  Mean  time  the  new  magi* 
ftrates,  that  had  been  given  to  the  Roman 
people,  fomented  the  divifions  of  the  city ; 
and  Rome,  formed  under  kings,  wanted 
the  laws  neceffary  for  the  good  conftitutioii 
of  a  cojnmon-wealth.  The  reputation  of 
Greece,  ftill  more  celebrated  for  its  govern- 
ment than  for  its  victories,  moved  the  Ro- 

452*    mans  to  take  from  thence  their  pattern.     So  302, 
they  fent  deputies  to  ftudy  the  laws  of  the 
cities  of  Greece,  and  efpecially  thofe  of 
Athens,  which  were  the  moft  agreeable  to 

45 1-    the  ftate  of  their  republic.     Upon  this  mo-  303. 
del,  ten  abfolute  magiftrates,  who  were  cre- 

450-  ated  the  year  after  under  the  name  of  De-  304, 
cemvirs,  digefted  the  laws  of  the  twelve 
tables,  which  are  the  foundation  of  the 
Roman  law.  The  people,  charmed  witii 
the  equity  with  which  they  compofed  them^ 
fufFered  them  to  ingrofs  the  fupreme  power, 
which  they  ufed  in  a  tyrannical  manner. 

449*  Great  commotions  were  now  occafioned  by  ^05^ 
the  r  incontinence  of  Appius  Claudius,  one 
of  the  Decemvirs,  and  by  the  murder  of  • 
Virginia;,  whom  her  father  chofe  rather  to 
kill  with  hi3  own  hand,  than  fuffer  her  to 
be  proftituted  to  Appius's  paflion.  The 
blood  of  this  fecond  Lucretia  rouzed  the 
Roman  people,  and  the  Decemvirs  were 
expelled.  While  the  Roman  laws  were 
forming  under  the  Decenivirs,  Ezra,  a 
doftdr  of  the  law,  and  Nehemiah,  gover- 
nor of  God*5r  'people,  newly  re-eftablifhed 

in 


I 

* 


wA     •^y 


.  injudc^  ^I^J^e  of  the  law  of  Mofes 
fi^g  the  001^  ^  ^^21  as  authonty.  One 
Ajr  their  e^^^^  ^cle$  of  their  reformati- 


^^^oftbepnnct^^  ^  ^^  people,  and  par- 
SSySic%rkas,to^ut  awav  the  ftrange 
^yes    whom  they  had  married  contrary  to 

the  law.     Bz*^  P^^  *^  *^^^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^^ 
order,   accurately  revifed   them,  and   col-- 

Je<5ted  the  ancient  memoirs  of  the  people  of 
GcA,  to  compofe  the  two  books  of  the 
paralipomena,  or  Chronicles,  whereto  he 
udded  the  hiftory  7  of  his  own  time,  which 
feas  finifhed  by  Nehemiah.  Their  books 
conclude  that  long  hiftory  begun  by  Mofes, 
and  uninterruptedly  continuea  by  fucceeding 
authors  down  to  the  rebuilding  of  Jerufa- 
lem.  The  reft  of  facred  hiftory  is  not 
written  in  the  fame  order.  While  Ezra  ^d 
Nehemiah  were  forming  the  laft  part  of  that 
great  work,  Herodote,  by  profane  authors  cal- 
led the  father  of  hiftory,  began  to  write.  Thus 
the  laft  autho^s  of  facred  hiftory  coincide 
with  the  firft  authors  of  the  Grecian  hiftoryj 
and  when  it  begins,  that  of  the  people  of 
God,  to  take  it  only  from  Abraham,  includ- 
ed already  fifteen  centuries.  Herodote 
could  not  make  any  mention  of  the  Jews  in 
the  hiftory  he  has  left  us ;  and  the  Grecians 
had  no  need  to  be  informed  of  any  people 
but  fuch  as  War^  commerce,  or  renown  made 
known  to  them.  Judea,  which  was  begin-* 
ning  with  difficulty  to  rife  from  its  ruins^ 
attradiied  no  regard*    It  was  in  thofe  un^- 

happy 
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y^^  happy  times  that  the  Hebrew  tongue  ceafed  A.  R« 
Chriil.  ^o  be  common.  During  the  captivity,  and 
afterwards  by  the  commerce  the  Jews  were 
obliged  to  have  with  the  Chaldeans,  they 
learned  the  Chaldaic  language,  which  was 
very  near  a-kin  to  their  own,  and  had  almoft 
the  fame  idiom.  For  this  reafon  they  chan- 
ged the  ancient  figure  of  the  Hebrew  letters, 
and  wrote  the  Hebrew  with  Chaldaic  charac- 
ters, which  were  more  in  ufe  among  them, 
and  eafier  to  be  formed.  This  change  was 
€afy  between  two  neighbouring  languages, 
Whofe  letters  had  the  fame  power,  and  differ- 
ed only  in  fhape.  From  that  time  we  find 
the  Holy  Scripture  among  the  Jews,  only 
in  Chaldaic  characSers ;  but  the  Samaritans 
ever  retained  the  ancient  way  of  writing  it. 
Their  pofterity  have  perfevered  in  this 
^radice  down  to  our  days,  and  have,  by 
that  means,  preferved  to  us  the  Pentateudh, 
which  is  called  Samaritan,  in  ancient  He- 
brew charaAers,  fuch  as  we  find  on  medals, 
and  on  all  the  monuments  of  ages  paft. 

The  Jews  lived  pretty  comfortably  under 
the  authority  of  Artaxerxes.  That  prince, 
reduced  by  Cimon  (fon  of  Miltiades)  gene- 
ifal  of  the  Athenians,  to  make  a  ftiameful 
peace,  defpaired  of  conquering  the  Greeks 
by  force,  and  now  confidered  only  how  to 
profit  by  their  divifions  j  which  were  come 
to  a  great  height  between  the  Athenians  and 
Lacea6monians.  Thefe  two  ftates,  by 
their  jealoufy  of  each  other,  divided  all 
43 1.    Greece*    Pericles  an  Athenian  commenced  ^22 

the  "*  ^' 
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Chrift  "  ^^  Peloponnefian  war,  during  which  The-  A*  R* 
tamenes,  Thrafybulus,  arid  Alcibiades, 
Athenians,  rendered  themfelves  renowned. 
In  It  too  Brafidas  and  Myndarus,  Lacede- 
monians, died  bravely  fighting  for  their 
country.  This  war  having  lafted  27  years, 
ended  to  the  advantage  of  Lacedemon, 
which  had  engaged  on  its  fide  Darius,  fur- 
named  the  baftard,  the  fon  and  fucceflbr  of 

^04.'  Artaxerxes.      Lyfander,    captain    of    the  3  5^* 

Lacedemonian  fleet,  took  Athens,  and  al- 
tered its  form  of  government.  But  Perfia 
foon  perceived  fhe  had  rendered  the  Lacc- 

401^  demonians  too  powerful.     They  fupported353. 

the  young  Cyrus  in  his  revolt  againft  Ar- 
taxerxes his  elder  brother,  called  Mnemoit 
on  account  of  his  great  memory,  the  fon 
and  fucceflbr  of  Darius.  That  young  prince, 
faved  from  confinement  and  death  by  his 
mother  Parifatis,  meditates  vengeance,  wins 
the  hearts  of  the  Satraps  by  his  endearing 
manner,  over-runs  the  lefler  Afia,  marches 
to  give  battle  to  the  king  his  brother  in  the 
heart  of  his  empire,  wounds  him  with  his 
<)wn  hand,  and  too  foon  thinking  himfelf 
fure  of  the  vidory,  periflies  through  his  own 
raftmefe.  The  ten  thoufand  Grecians  whd 
followed  his  fortune,  make  that  amazing  re*- 
treat,  which  was,  in  the  end,  conduded  by 
Xenophon,  a  great  philofopher  and  captain^ 
who  has  wrote  the  hiftory  of  it.  The  La- 
cedemonians continued  their  attacks  upon 
the  Perfian  empire,  which  Agefilaus,  king 

^5. .         of  Sparta,   made  to  tremble  in  the  lefrer35]?; 

.    .  Afiaj    ,  ^ 
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^^  •  AjGiL;  but  the  divifions  6f  Greece  called  him  A.  l^f 

Chrift.  home  to  his  own  country.  About  that 
time  the  city  of  Veil,  the  formidable  riyal 
of  Rome's  glory,  after  a  fiege  of  ten  years, 

394-  and  a  great  deal  of  various  fuccefs,  was  ogoV 
taken  by  the  Romans,  under  the  conduft  of 
Camillus.  His  generofity  gained  him  alfo 
another  conqueft.  The  Falifci,  whom  he 
befieged,  furrendered  to  him,  being  touched 
with  his  fading  them  back  their  children, 
whom  a  fchool-mafter  had  delivered  up  in- 
to his  hands.  Rome  would  not  conquer 
by  treachery,  nor  take  advantage  of  the  per- 
fidy of  a  villain,  who  abufed  the  obedience  ..,  - 

39^^  •    of  an  innocent  age.     A  little  after,  the  Galli  353. 
jSenones  entered  Italy,  and  laid  fiege  to  Clu- 

2^o,    fium.     They  gained  over  the  Romans  the  364* 
famous  batde  of  Ailia.     Rome  was  taken 
and  burned.     While  the  Romans  defended 
themfelves  in  the  capital,  their  affairs  were 
retrieved    by  Camillus,  whom  they    had 
banilhed.     The  Gauls  had  remained  {ev&i^^h^*  1:  »•  <?• 
months  mafters  of  Rome,  when  being  necef-^g/J;, "'  "' 
farily  called  elfewhere,  they  withdrew  them- 

371-  felves,  loaded  with  booty.  During  thfe  383, 
broils  of  Greece,  Epaminondas  the  The- 
ban  fignalized  himfelf  by  his  equity  ,  and 
moderation,  as  much  as  by  his  vidories. 
?Tis  remarked  of  him,  that  he  laid  it  down 
as  an  inviolable  rule,  never  to  make  a  lye, 
even  in  jeft.  His  great  aAions  ihine  forth 
in  the  laft  years  of  Mnemon,  and  firft  of 
Qchus, 

Under 
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Years  hcferc       Under  fo  great  a  captain  the  Thebans  A.  R. 
are  vi<5torious,  and  the  power  of  Lacedemon 

359.  is  brought  low.     That  of  the    kings  of^gg. 

Macedon  begins  with  Philip  the  father  of 
Alexander  the  great.  Notwithftanding  the 
oppofition  of  Ochus  and  Arfes  his  fon, 
kings  of  Perfia,  and  the  ftill  greater  diffi- 
culties created  him  in  Athens  by  the  elo- 
quence of  Demofthenes,  a  powerful  aflerter 
of  liberty,  that » idorious  prince,  in  the  (pace 
of  twenty  years,  fubjecfted  all  Greece,  where 
the  battle  of  Cheronea,  which  he  gained 
over  the  Athenians  and  their  allies,  gaVe 

338.  him  an  abfolute  power.     In  that  famous 4 16. 

battle,  whilft  he  broke  the  Athenians,- he 
had  the  joy  to  fee  Alexander,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  plunge  through  the  Thebaa 
troops,  of  Epaminondas's  difcipline,  and 
among  others,  the  Sacred  Troop,  called  the 
Friends,  which  thought  itfelf  invincible. 
Thus  mafter  of  Greece,  and  fupported  by 
a  fon  of  fo  great  hopes,  he  begun  to  con- 
ceive higher  defigns,  and  meditated  nothing 
lefs  than  the  ruin  of  the  Perfians,  againft 
whom   he   was    declared    captain-general. 

337*  But  their  overthrow  was  referved  for  Alex- 41 7, 

ander.  In  the  midft  of  the  folemnities  of 
a  fecond  marriage,  Philip  was  afiaffinated  by 

33^«  PaufaniaSy  a  young  man  of  a  good  family,  41 8^ 

to  whom  ^he  had  not  done  juftice.  The 
eunuch  Bagoas,  In .  the  fame  year,  killed 
Arfes,  king  of  Perfia,  and  gave  the  king- 
dom to  Darius,  fon  of  Arfames,  fiimamed 
Codomannus,     This  prince,  by  hiS  valour, 

^halknge? 
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Ywrt    challenges  our  aflent  to  the  opinion,  in  other  A.  R, 

Chrift.  refpefts  the  moft  probable,  which  makes 
him  defcehded  from  the  royal  family, "  Thus 
two  brave  kings  begun  their  reigns  together, 
Darius,  fon  of  Arfames,  and  Alexander,  (on 
of  Philip.  They  looked  upon  each  other 
with  a  jealous  eye,  and  feemed  born  to  dif- 
pute  the  empire  of  the  world.  But  Alex- 
ander was  willing  to  eftablifh  himfelf,  before 

335*    he  attacked  his  rival.     He  revenged  the  4^9« 
death  of  his  father ;  he  fubdued  the  rebel- 
lious nations,  who  defpifed  his  youth ;  he 
beat  the  Greeks,  who  vainly  attempted  to 
fhake  off  the  yoke ;  and  deftroyed  Thebes, 
jt^here  he  fpared  nothing  but  the  houfe  and 
defcendants  of  Pindar,  whofe  odes  were  ad- 
mired in  Greece,     Powerful  and  vidorious 
he  marches,  after  fo  many  exploits,  at  the 
head  of  the  Grecians,  againft  Darius,  whonl  420. 
he  defeats  in  tiiree  pitched  battles,  enters  421. 
triumphant  into  Babylon  and  Sufa,  demo-  423. 
lifhes  Pcrfepolis,   the   ancient   feat  of  the ' 
kings  of  Perfia,  pufhes  his  conquefts  as  far  424. 
a^  the  Indies,  and  returns  to  Babylon,  v^^here  427. 
he  dies,  in  the  33d  year  of  his  age.  430, 

In  his  time  Manaffes,  brother  of  Jaddus 
the  high-prieft,   raifed   fome  commotions 

333'  among  the  J^ews.  He  had  married  the  421^ 
daughter  of  Sahballat  a  Samaritan,  whom 
Panus  had  made  Satrap  of^  that  country. 
Rather  than  put  away  this  ftranger,  to  which 
the  council  of  Jerusalem,  and  his  brother 
Jaddus,  would  oblige  him,  hz  embraced  the 
fchifm  of  the  Samaritans,    Many  Jews,  to 
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^«^  before  avoid  like  cenfures,  joined  him.  From  A.  R. 
that  time  he  refolved  to  build  a  temple  near 
Samaria,  upon  mount  Gerizim,  which  the 
Samaritans  accounted  holy,  and  to  make 
himfelf  high-prieft  of  it.  His  father-in-law, 
who  was  in  great  favour  with  Darius,  aflur- 
ed  him  of  that  prince's  protedion,  and  the 
confequences  proved  ftill  more  favourable 
532.  to  him.     Alexander  arofe:     Sanballat  de-422, 

ferted  his  mafter,  and  carried  troops  over 
to  the  vidors  during  the  fiege  of  Tyre. 
And  thus  he  obtained  all  he  wanted^  the 
temple  of  Gerizim  was  built,  and  the  am- 
bition of  ManaiTes  was  fatisfied.  The  Jews, 
however,  ftill  faithfid  to  the  Perfians,  refu- 
.  fed  Alexander  the  fuccours  he  demanded  of 
them.  He  marched  to  Jerufalem,  breath- 
ing revenge ;  but  his  wrath  was  turned  away 
upon  feeing  the  high-prieft  come  out  tQ 
meet  him,  with  the  priefts  in  their  ceremo- 
nial robes,  preceded  by  all  the  people  cloa- 
thed  in  white.  He  was  fhewn  fome  pro- 
phecies, which  foretold  his  viftories:  the 
prophecies  were  thofe  of  Daniel.  He 
granted  the  Jews  all  their  requefts,  and  they 
pbferved  the  fame  fidelity  to  him,  they  had 
ever  done  to  the  kings  of  Perfia, 
325*  During  his  conquefts,  Rome  was  engaged 42  8, 

325.  with  the  Samnites  her  neighbours,  and  had429, 

324.  the  utmoft  difficulty  to  reduce  them,  not- 430. 

withftanding  the  valour  ^nd  conduft  of 
Papyrius  Curfor,  the  moft  illuftrious  of  her 
generals.  After  the  death  of  Alexander, 
iiis  empire  was  divided,     f  er^iccas,  Ptole- 
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my  fon  of  Lagus^  Andgohus,    Seleucus^AiR. 
Lyfimachus,  Antipat^r^  and  his  fon  Caflan- 
der  i  in  a  word,  all  his  captains  trained  up  436; 
in  war  under  fo  great  a  conqueror,  •thought 
to  make  themfelves  ihafters  of  it  by  force 
of  arms.     They  facrificed  to  their  ambition  430; 
the  whole  family  of  Alexander^  his  brother,  ^^^761 
his  mother^  his  wives,  his  children^  and  438. 
his  very  fitters  :    nothing  was  lo  be  {Qtn  444^ 
but  bloody  battles,  and  dreadful   revoluti^ 
3^$*    ons.     In  the  midft  of  fo  niany  diford^rs,  44^^ 
feveral  nations  of   Afia  Minor^    and  the 
neighbourhood,    fet   themfelves  free,  and 
formed  the  kingdbms  of  Pontxisj  Bithynia^ 
and  JPergamus.     The  goodnefe  of  the  foil 
made  them  afterwards  rich  ahd  powerful; 
The  Armenians  too  threw  off  at  the  famci 
time  the  Macedonian  yoke^  and  became  a 
great  kingdom.     The  two  Mithridates^  fa- 
ther and  fon,   founded^  that  of  Cappado- 
cia»     But  the  two  moft  powerful  mdiiArchies 
that    then     arofe^     were^  that  of  Egypt 
3^3*    founded  by  Ptolemy  fon  of  Laglis,  from  43  ti 
312.    whom  proceed  the  Lagidas,    and  that  of  4424 
Afia,  or  Syria,  founded  by  Selcucus,  from 
whom  come  the  Seleucidi^      The  letter 
comprehended,  befides  Syria,  thole  vafl:  and 
rich  provinces  of  the   upper  Afia^  which 
"  compofed  the  fempire  of  the  PerfianS.  Thus 
the  whole  Eaft  became  fubjcd  to  Greece^ 
and  learned  its  language  j  while  Grcjece  it-J 
felf  Was  opprefled  by  Alexander's  captaihSi 
Macedon  his  ancient  kingdom^  whieh  gave 
mailers  to   the  £aft,  fell  a  prey  to  thg 

F  firft 


v^ 


S6  UNIVERSAL    HISTORY. 

Years  before  firft  comer  :    Caflander's   fons  drove  each  A*  IL 
-■-dfi  Other  out  of  that  kingdom,     Pyrrhus^  king 458. 

9  •  of  Epirus,  who  had  feized  on  part  of  it, 

ivas  expelled  by  Antigonus*s   fon,   Deme- 

294^  trius  Poliorcetes,    whom  Ke   expelled   alfo46o. 

i8g.  in  his  turn  t  He  is  himfelf  driven  out  once 465. 

286.  more  by  Lyfimachus,   and  Lyfimachus  by  468. 

281.  Scleucus,  whom  Ptolemy  Ceraunus,  being 47 3. 

expelled  Egypt   by  his  father  Ptolemy  1. 
treacheix)u(ly    murdered,     notwithftanding 
.the   favours   he  had  received   from   him. 

2  iot  This  perfidious  villain  had  no  fooner  ufurped  474. 

Macedon^  than  he  was   attacked  by   the 
Gauk^   and  fell  in  a  battle  he  fought  with 

279*  them.     During   the  troubles   of  the  Eaft,475, 

ihcy  came  into  the  lefler  Afia,  headed  by 
'  their  king  Brennils  $  and  fettled  in  Gallo-^ 
grecia,  or  Galatia,  fo  called  from  their  ' 
name,  whence  they  penetrated  into  Mace* 
doni%  which  they  ravaged,  and  made  all 
Greece  tremble.  But  their  army  perifhed 
in  the  facrilegious  attempt  upon  the  temple 

278.  of  Delphos4     That  nation  vJras  ever* enter- 476^. 

prizing,    but    every    wh^re    unfticceisful. 

283.  Some  years  before  the  affair  of  I>eIphos,47i^ 

the  Gauls  of  Italy^  whom  their  continual  Poljrb- 
wars  and  frequent  vidories  rendered  the^^^' "' 
terrour  of  the  Romans^  were  jftirred  lip 
^ainfl  them  by  the  Samnites^  the  Bruti- 
^ns,  and  the  Hetrurians,-  They  gained  at 
firft  a  new  viftory,  but  fuUied  the  glory  of 
it  by  putting  to  death  fome  ambaffadors^ 
The  Ramans  fired  with  indignation,  march 
sgainft  them,  ..defeat  them,  invade  their 
.     .  -  territoriesi. 
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Veafs^   territories,  where  they  plant  a  colony,  beat  A.  R.   ' 

ChrS.  them  twice  more,  fiibjecl:  one  part  of  them,  472* 

'282.    and  reduce  the  other  to  fue  for  peace*    Af- 
ter the  eaftern  Gauls  were  driven  out  of 

277.    Greece,  Antigonus  Gonatas,  fbn  of  Deme-  477** 
trills  Poliorcetes,  who  had  reigned  twelve 
years  in  Greece,  but  little  of  that  time  iri 
peace,  made  an  eafy  purchafe  of  Macedo- 

280.  nia*  Pyrrhus  was  employed  elfewhere;  474^ 
Expelled  that  kingdom,  he  hoped  to  fatisfy 
his  ambition  by  the  conqueft  of  Italy,  whi- 
ther he  was  called  by  the  Tarentines.  The 
battle,  which  the  Komans  had  won  over 
them  and  the  Samnites,  left  them  no  other 
refource.  He  gained  fome  viftories  over 
the  Romans,    which  brought  therii  very 

279.  low*  The  elephants  of  Pyrrhus  aftonilhed  475^ 
them :  but  the  conful  Fabricius  foon  ftiewed 
the  Romans,  that  Pyrrhus  might  be  pon- 
quered.  The  king  and  the  conful  feemed 
ta  difpute  the  glory  of  generofity,  yet 
more  than  that  of  arms  :  Pyrrhus  gave  up 
to  the  conful  all  the  prifoners  witlioiit 
ranfom,  faying,  "  That  war  fhould  be 
*'  made  with  fteel,  not  with  filver  i"  and     . 

ttji^  Fabricius  feht  back  to  the  king,  ^34764 
perfidious  phyfician,  who  had  come  to 
him  with  an  oiffer  to  poifon  his  riiafter.  In 
thefe  days  the  Jewi(h  religion  and  nation 
begins  to  be  known  among  the  Greeks* 
That  people,  well  treated  by  the  kings  of 
Syri%  lived  quietly  according  to  its  own 
laws.  Antiochus  Theus,  grahdfon  of  Se- 
ieucu«,  fpread  them  over  the  lefler  Afia, 
«    .  V.  2  ^     whence 
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^8  before  whence    they    extended    themfelves  into  A.  R. 
Greece,  and  every  where  enjoyed  the  fame  Jof. Ant. 
privileges  and  lioerties  with  the  other  citi-*"'  *' 
zens.     Ptolemy,  fon  of  Lagus,  had  already 
fettled    them  in  Egypt.     Under  !his  fon 
'      '    Ptolemy  Philadelphus  their  Scriptures  were 
turned  into  Greek,  and  then  appeared  that 
celebrated  verfion,  called   the  Septuagint. 
It  was  performed  by  feventy  old  men,  whom 
fileazar  the  high-prieft  had  fent  to  the  king, 
at  his  def^re.     Some  will  have  it,  that  they 
tranflated   no  mc^re  than  the  Pentateuch. - 

jof.  Ant.  1.  i.  The  reft  of  the   facred  books  might  after- 

c.  I.  lib.  XII.  wards  have  been  put  into  Greek  for  the  ufe 
o^the  Jews,  that  were  difperfed  over;  Egypt 
and  Greece,  where  they  forgot  not  only 
their  own  ancient  language,  which  was  the 
iHebrew,  but  alfo  the  Chaldaic,  which  they 
h^d  learned  in  their  captivity*  They  form- 
ed to  themfelves  a  Greek  mixed  with  He- 
braifms,  which  is  called  ^the  Helleniftic  lan- 
guage-, and  in  this  both  the  Septuagint,. 
and  the  v»'hole  New  Teftament  are  written. 
During  this  difperfion  of  the  Jews,  their 
temple  was  celebrated  over  the  whole  earthy 
-  and  all  the  eaftern  Icings  prefented  there 
their  offerings.  The  attention  of  the  Weft 
was  fixed  upon  the  war  between  the  Romans 

'^TS'  and  Pyrrhus,     At  length,  that  king  was 479- 

defeate:!  by  the  conful  Curius,  and  repafled 
into  Epirus.  Pie  had  not  been  long  at  reft 
there,  wjien  he  propofcjd  to  indemftify  him- 
felf  on  Macedon  f^r  his  ill  fuccefs  in  Italy* 

274.  Antigoaus  Goiiatas  was  confined  to  Thef-48o# 

uIomca> 
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J^    falonica,  being  forced  to  quit  to  Pyrrhus  all  A.  R, 
Ckrift.   the  reft  of  the  kingdom.     He  again  took  482^ 
272,    courage,  whilft  the  reftlefs  and  ambitious 
Pyrrhus  made  war  upon  the   Lacedemo- 
nians and  Argives.     The  two  adverfe  kings 
were  brought  into  Argos  at  ohe  and  the 
fame  time,  by  two  opposite  faftions,  and 
two  different  gates.     A  great  battle  was 
fought  in  the  city,  where  a  mother  feeing 
her  fon  purfued  by  Pyrrhus;  whom  he  had 
wounded,  knocked  out  that  prince's  brains 
with  a  ftone.    Antigonus  thus  rid  of  fuch 
an  enemy,  recovered  Maceicn,  which,  after 
fome  revolutions,  remain<^d  n  the  peaceable 
pofleffion  of  his  family.  The  Achean  league 
prevented   its    growth  in    power.      This 
was  the  laft  bulwark  of  the  liberty  of  Greece, 
and  this   it  was,  which  produced  her  laft 
heroes  in  Aratus  and  Philopemen.     The 
Tarentines,   whom   Pyrrhus    had   amufed 
with  hopes,  called  the  Carthaginians  to  their 
aid  after  his  death.     But  this  fuccour  pro^ 
ved  of  no  ufe  to  them :  they  were  beat  with 
the    Brutians  and    Samnites    their   allies, 
Thefe,  after  feventy-two   years  continual 
war,  were  forced  to  fubmit  to  the  Roman 
yoke.     Tarentum  quickly  followed  themi 
the  neighbouring  ftates  could  not  hold  out: 
and  thus  all  the  ancient  nations  of  Italy 
were  fubdued.     The    Gauls,  often    beat^ 
durftnotftir.     After  480  years   war,  thepq 
.  Romans  finding  themfelves  matters  of  Italy,  ^-s^ 
began  to  turn  their  eyes  abroad :  they  now^ 
conceived  a  jealoufy  of  the  Carthaginians 

fg  growing^ 
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Ye^s  before  growing  tpQ  pQwerful  in  their  neighbour-  A.  R^ 
>Wh  hood,  by  the  cpnquefts  they  .were  making 

in  Sicily;  from  whence  they  had  made  an 
attack  upon  them  and  upon  Italy,  by  com- 
ing to  the  affiftance  of  the  Tarentines.  The 
republic  of  Carthage  commanded  both 
coafts  of  the  Nfediterr^nean.  Beiides  that 
of  Afric,  which  flie  almoft  entirely  poflefled,^ 
flie  had  extended  herfelf  on  the  Spanifti 
fide  through  the  Streights*  Thus  miftrefe 
of  the  fea,  and  of  conunerce,  fhe  had  feized 
on  the  iflands  of  Coriica  and  Sardinia^ 
Sicily  had  difficulty  to  defend  itfelf,  an4 
Italy  was  too  nearly  threatened,  not  to  be 
alarmed.  Hence  the  Punic  wars,  notwith-490^ 
ftanding  treaties,  but  ill  obferved  on  both 
fides.  The  firft  taught  the  Romans  to 
fight  upon  the  fea.  They  were  prefendy 
piafters  in  an  art  which  they  were  not  ac- 
quainted with ;  and  the  conful  Duilius^  who 
a  60.  fought  the  firft  naval  battle,  gained  it.    Re- 494^ 

259.  g^u^  fupported  that  glory,  and  landed  in495^ 

256^  Afric,  where  he  had  to  engage  that  prodi-498^ 

gious  ferpent,  againft  which  he  was  obliged 
to  employ  his  whole  army.  Every  .  thing 
yields:  Carthage  reduced  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity,  is  fevedfolely  by  the  aid  of  Xan- 
*554  tippus  the  Lacedemonian,     The  Roman499^ 

general  is  beat  and  taken ;  but  his  captivity  ■ 
renders  him  moipe.  glorious  than  his  viSo- 
ries.  Being  fent  b^ck,  upon  his  parole,  to 
negotiate  an  exchange  of  prifoners,  he 
fomes  ^nd  maintains  in  the  fenate  the  law^ 
which  put  off  all  liope  from  fuch  as  ifuiFered 

themfelve^f 
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Years    thcmfelves  to  be  taken^  and  returns  to  a  A.  R, 
Chrift*   certain  death.     Two    dreadful  ihipwrecks 
forced  the  Romans  to  abandon,  once  more, 
the  empire  of  the  fea  to  the  Catthaginians, 
Vidlory  remained  long  doubtfiil  between  th« 
two  nations,  and  the  Romans  were  ready  to  . 
241.    yield:  but  they  repaired  their  fleet.     One  5^3* 
fingle  battle  decided,  and  the  conful  I^uta- 
tius  put  an  aid  to  the  war.     Carthage  wais 
obliged  to  pay  tribute,  and  to  give  up,  tOt 
gether  with  Sicily,  all  the  iflands  that  lay 
between   Sicily  and  Italy,     The  Romani 
gained  that  whole  ifland,  except  what  be-i 
longed  to  Hiero  king  of  Syracufe  their  ally. 
After  the  war  was  ended,  the  CarthaginiansPolylj^  Hb.  I, 
had  like  to  have  been  ruined  by  an  infur-^^^^'^^^^' W* 

reftion  of  their  army.     They .  had,  accord- 
ing to  their  cuftom,  compofed  it  of  foreign 
troops,  who  revolted  for  their  pay.     Their 
cruel     government     caufed     almoft      all 
the  cities  of  their  empire  to  join  thofe  miii*    " 
tinous  troops ;  and  Carthage,  dofcly  befie-i^ 
ged,  had  been  undone,   bat  for  Hamilcar, 
fornamed  Barcas,     He  alone  had  fupport- 
238.    edthelaftwar.     To  him  his  citizens  owed  516^ 
al£>  the  vidory  they  got  over  the  rebels : 
but  it  coft  thw^  Sardinia,  which  the  revolt 
of  their  garrifbn  laid  open  to  the  Romans, 
For  fear  of  involving  herfelf  in  a  new  quar-Polyb.^ 
rcl  with  them,  Carthage  yielded  up,  .with 7?*? 
reluftance,  that  important  ifland,  and  fub- 
mitted  to  an  augm^tation  of  her  tribute, 
(She  now  turned  her  thoughts  towards  re-» 
^abli(hin^  her  dominion  in  Spain^  which 

V  Hi 
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SS.^^*  had  been  fhaken  by  the  revolt.    Hamilcar  A,  R, 
onq^  fMifled  into  that  province  with  his  fon  Hanni-  524. 

.  bal,  then  but  nine  years  old ;  and  there  fell 
in  a  battle.  During  nine  years  that  he 
(Carried  on  the  war  there  with  equal  conduft 
fuid  courage,  his  Con  was  forming  under  (b 
;reat  a  captain,  and  at  the  fame  time  imr 
»ibing  an  miplacable  hatred  to  the  Romans. 
His  Ipnfinan  Afdrubal  was  appointed  his 
lather's  fucceflbr.  He  governed  his  prot 
^  vince  with  a  great  deal  of  prudence,  and 
built  in  it  New  Carthage,  which  held  Spain 
in  iubjedipn.  The  Romans  were  engaged 
in  a  ^ar  with  Tcuta  Queen  of  Illyria,  who 
exercifed  piracies  all  along  the  coaft  with 
impunity.  Flulhed  with  the  booty  fhe 
^  made  of  the  Greeks  and  people  of  Epirus, 

ihe  defpifed  the  Rom^s,  and  put  their 
ambailador  to  death.     But  ihe  wa^  fbon 
9^9\  humbled  3  the  Romans  left  her  nothing  hutsi^^ 

^^St  a  finall  part  of  lUyria,  and  gained  the  ifland526^ 

of  Gorru,  which  that  queen  had  ufurped. 
They  then  caufed  theinfelves  to  be  refpe^ed 
in  Greece  by  a  folemn  embafly,  and  this  was 
the  firft  time  their  power,  was  known  there. 
Wyb.  lib.  ii,  Afdrubal's  great  progrefe  gave  them  fomci 
'^-  **'     jealoufy,  but  the  Gauls  of  ItaJy  diverted 
^eir  attention  froni  the  affairs  of  Spain^ 
Five  and  forty  years  had  they  re^iained 
M*  cQd.  lib.  c.  quiet.     The  youth,  who  had  grown  up  in 
*t^  that  time,  thought  no  more  of  paft  lofles^ 

but  began  to  threaten  Rpme.     Th^  Kor 
mans,  in  order  to  attack  with  the  more  fecu^. 
yity  "fuci  tiyrbulent  neighbours,  ^rft  madct 
:---'■      ^  fur| 
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Years    fure  of  the  Carthaginians*     A  •  treaty  was  A,  R* 

qJ^^    concluded  with  Afdrubal,  who  engaged  not  $^6. 

%2±^  to  pafs  beyond  the  Ebro.  The  war  be- 
tween the  Romans  and  Gauls  was  carried 
on  with  fury  on  both  j&des :  the  Tranfal- 
pines  joined  the  Cifalpines :  all  were  beaten, 
Concdiitanus,  one  of  the  Gaulifli  kings,  was 
taken  in  battle :  Aneroeftus,  another  king, 
killed  himfelf.  The  Romans,  viftorious, 
pafTed  the  Po,  for  the  firft  time,  being  re-» 
fblved  to  flrip  the  Gauls  of  the  lands  adja- 
cent to  that  river,  of  which  they  had  been 

g,ZO^  in  poiTeffion  for  fo  many  ages.  Viftory  53(4^ 
followed  them,  wherever  they  went :  Milan 
was  taken ;  almoft  the  whole  country  was 
fubjefted.  About  this  time  Afdrubal  died  ; 
and  Hannibal,  though  but  five  and  twenty 
years  of  age,  was  made  choice  of  to  fill  his 
place.  From  that  moment  war  was  fore- 
feen.  The  new  governor  undertook  openly 
to  fubduc  Spain,  without  any  regard  to 
treaties.     Then  Rome  heard  the  complaints 

2 1^,  of  Saguntum  her  ally,  Roman  ambafladprs  r 55, 
go  ta  Carthage.  The  Carthaginians,  now 
recovered,  were  no  longer  in  the  humour 
of  .yielding,  Sicily  (hatched  cut  of  their 
hands,  Sardinia  unjuftly  taken  from  them, 
and  the  augmented  tribute,  fhick  deeply  ii| 
their  flomachs.  $0  the  faAion  that  was  for 
abandoning  Hannibal^  found  itfelf  but 
weak.  That  genera^  had  his  eyes  every 
where*  Some  fecret  embaflies  had  afiured 
^  him  of  the  Gauls  of  Italy,  who,  no  longer 
in  condition  (0  ^(tempt^  any  thing  by  their 

sfm 
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ch^^°^  ovmftrength,  embraced  this  opportunity  of  A.  R. 
^  •  retrieving   themfelvcs.   "^  Hannibal    croflfes 

the  Ebro,  the  Pyrenees,  the  whole  Tran- 
falpine  Gaul,  the  Alps,  and  falls  down,  as 
it  were  in  a  moment,  upon  Italy.  The 
Gauls  do  not  fail  to  ftrengdien  his  army, 
and  make  a  laft  effort  for  their  liberty. 

21.8.  Four  battles  loft  threaten  the  fall  of  Rome.  536. 

217.  Sicily  fides  with  the  conqueror*     Hierony-537. 

2 1 5.  mus,  king  of   Syracufc,    declares  againft538. 

215.  the  Romans:    almoft  all  Italy  abandons 539, 

212^  them  j  and  the  lafl  refource  of  the  republic  542, ' 

feems  cut  off  in  Spain  with  the  two  Scipio's^ 
In  filch  extremities  Ronfe  owed  its  prefer^ 
vation  to  three  great  men.  The  cenflancy 
of  Fabius  Maximus,  who,  defoifing  popu-r 
kr  clamours,  made  war  by  way  of  retreat, 

214,  was  a  bulwark  to  his  country.     Marcellus,  540^ 

2  J  2,  who  raifed  the  fiege  of  Nola,  and  took  Sy-542, 

racufe,  infpired  the  troops  with  new  vigour 
by  thofe  aftions.  But  Rome,  though  fhe 
admired  thefe  two  great  men,  thought  fhe 
faw  foinewhat  ftill  greater  in  the  young 
Scipip.  The  wonderful  fucccfs  of  his  coun- 
fels,  confirmed  the  entertained  opinion,  that 
he  was  ef  race  ^^vine,^  and  that  he  converfed 

i^ii;  with  the  gods.     At  th^  age  pf  four  and 543^ 

%io.  twenty,  he   undertakes  to  go   into  Spain,  544^ 

V^here  his  father  and  unck  had  jijft  before 
loft  their  live^  :  he  attacks  I^ew  Carthage^, 
as  if  he  had  afted  by  infpiration,  and  his 
foldiers  carry  it  at  the  firft  afTault,-  All  that 

206.  ^e  him  are  won  over  to  the  Roman  people :  54?, 

ih^  Carthaginians  give  up  Spain  to  him  : 
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Ywr$    up<^  his  arrival  in  Afric,  kings  fubmit  to  A,  R, 
Chrift.   "^^  •  Carthage  tremblts  in  her  turn,  and  551, 
^03.    fees  her  armie?  defeated.     Hannibal,  fix- 
teen  years  vidhmous,    is  in  vain    called 
home,    and  cwnot  defend  his    country: 
^02.    Scipio  gives  Uw  to  it  5   the  name  of  Afri-  ^^2. 
canus  is  his  reward.     The  Roman  people 
having  humbled  the  Gauls  and  Africans^ 
fees  nothing  more  to  fear,  and  henceforth 
makes  war  with  hazai-d. 

In  the  middle  of  the  firft  Punic  war, 
^5^-  Theodotus,  governor  of  Badria,  withdrew  £;o4, 
a  thoufand  cities  from  the  obedience  of  An- 
tiochus,  fumamed  Theus,  fon  to  Antiochvs 
Soterking  ofSjTia,  Almoft  all  the  Eaft 
followed  this  example.  The  Parthians  re- 
volted under  the  condu<%  of  Arfaces,  chief 
of  the  houfe  of  the  Arfacidae,  and  founder 
of  an  empire,  which  extended  by  degrees 
over  all  the  upper  Afia. 

The  kings  of  Syria  and  Egypt,  bloodily 
fet  againft  each  other,  meditated  nothing 
but  mutual  deftruAjon,  either  by  force  or 
fraud,.   Damafcus  and  its  territory,  called 
Celo-Syria,  which  waa   frontier  to    both 
kingdoms,  was  the  fubjeA  of  their  quarrels, 
and  the  affairs  of  Afia  were  entirely  diftinft 
fronv  thofe  of  Europe, 
.   During  all  thefe  times  philofophy  flourifh- 
cd  in  Greece.     THe  Italic  and  Ionic  feds  . 
ftored  it  with  great  men,amongft  whom  crept' 
in  a  number  of  extravaeants,  whom,  how- 
ever, Greece,  fond  of  novelty,  honoured 
^ith  the  name  pf  Philpfophers.    In  the 

^9 
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Yort  before  time  of  Cyrus  and  Cambyfcs,  Pythagoras  A,  R. 
commenced  the  Italic  feA  in  Great  Greece, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Naples.  Much 
about  the  lame  time  Thales  the  Mileiian 
formed  the  Ionic  fe<9:.  Thence  iprung  thofe 
[reat  philofophers,  Heraclitus,  Democritus, 
",mpedocles,  Parmenides ;  Anaxagoras,who, 
a  little  before  the  Peloponnefian  war,  de- 
monftrated  the  world  framed  by  an  eternal 
fpirit;  Socrates,  who,  a  little  after  brought 
back  philofophy  to  the  ftudy  of  good  man- 
ners, and  was  the  parent  of  moral  philo- 
fophy ;  Plato  his  difciple,  head  of  the  aca- 
demy; Ariftotle  Plato's  fcholar,  and  pre- 
ceptor to  Alexander,  chief  of  the  Peripate- 
tics; under  Alexander's  ilicceflbrs,  Zeno, 
called  the  Cittian,  from  a  town  in  the  ifle 
of  Cyprus,  where  he  was  bom,  chief  of  the 
Stoics;  and  Epicurus  the  Athenian,  head  oT 
the  philofophers  named  ^fter  him :  if,  in- 
deed, we  may  ftile  thofe  men  philofophers, 
who  openly  denied  a  providence,  and  quite 
ignorant  of  moral  duty,  defined  virtue  by 
plcafiire.  We  may  reckon  among  the 
greateft  philofophers  Hippocrates,  the  fa- 
ther* of  phyfic,  who  Ihone  amidft  the  reft  in 
thofe  happy  days  of  Greece,  The  Romans 
had  at  the  fame  time  another  kind  of  phi- 
lofophy, which  did  by  np  means  confift  in 
difputations,  and  difcourfesj  but  in  fruga- 
lity, in  poverty,  in  the .  labours  of  a  rural 
life,  and  in  the  toils  of  war,  they  placing 
^eir  glory  in  that  of  their  country,  and  of 
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Y«rs    the  Roman  name :  which  at  length  rendered  A,  R. 
Chrift.    them  matters  of  Italy  and  Carthage. 
IX  E-        In  the  Sgid  year  from  the  foundation  of 
Scipi'o,  Ronie,  about  250  years  after  the  foundation 
or  the  *  of  the  Perfian  monarchy,  and  202  before 
of  (?^!*  J^^^^  Chrift,  Carthage  was  fubjefted  to  the  552, 
thage,    Romans.     Hannibal,    however,  continued 
202.    to  raife  them  up  enemies  under-hand,  where- 
ever  he  could :  but  he  did  only  draw  all  his 
friends,  both  old  and  new,  into  the  ruin  of 
198.     his  country  and  his  own.     By  the  vido-  ggg^ 
196.     ries  of  the  conful  Flaminius,  Philip  king  of  ^58. 
Macedpn,  an  ally  of  the  Carthaginians,  was 
humbled,    the   other  kings    of  Macedon 
brought  low,  and  Greece  freed  from  their 
yoke.     The  Romans  attempted  to  procure 
the  death  of  Hannibal,  whom  they  found 
ftill  formidable,  even  after  his  overthrow. 
195.     That  great  captain,  forced  to  fly  his  coun-  gg^.        » 

try,  ftirred  up  the  Eaft  againft  them,  and 
193/    drew  their  arms  into  Afia.     Through  his  561. 
powerful  perfuaflons,  Antiochus,  furnamed 
Magnus,  king  of  Syria,  became  jealous  of 
their  power,  and  made  war  upon  them; 
but  in  carrying  it  on  he  did  not  follow  the 
CQunfels  of  Hannibal,  who  had  engaged 
him  in  it.     Beat  by  fea  and  land,  he  recei- 
ved the  terms  impofed  on  him  by  the  con- 
ful Lucius  Scipio,  brother  of  Scipio  Afri- 
canus,  and  was  confined  to  mount  Taurus. 
l82#    Hannibal  having  fled  for  refuge  to  Prufias  572^  . 
king  of  Bithynia,  efcaped  the  hands  of  the 
Romans  by  poifon.     They  are  now  dread- 
ed all  over  tho  earthy  and  will  no  longer 

fuffer 
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Ywjbrfore  fuffer  any  other  power  but  theirs.  Kings  A.  R; 
were  obliged  to  give  them  their  children  as 
hoftages  of  their  fidelity.  Antiochus,  after? 
wards  called  flluftris,  or  Epiphanes,  fecond 
fon  of  Antiochus  Magnus  king  of  Syria, 
remained  a  long  time  at  Rome  in  that  qua- 

%y6.  lity:  but  about  the  end  of  the  reign  of 578, 

Scleucus  Philopator,  his  elder  brother,  he 
was  reftored ;  and  the  Romans  would  hzve 
in  his  ftead,  Demetrius  Soter  the  king^3 

f  75,  fon,  then  ten  years  of  age.     In  this  critical  579. 

junAure,  Seleucus  died;  and  Antiochus 
ufurped  the  kingdom  of  his  nephew.  The 
Romans  were  intent  upon  the  affairs  of 
Macedon,  where  Perfeus  was  difturbing  his 
neighbours,  and  would  no  longer  iland  to 
the  condition^  impofed  on  his  father  king 

473,  Philip.     Then  begun  the  perfecutions  of 581. 

the  people  of  God.  Antiochus  Illuftris 
rdigned  like  a  mad-man:  he  bent  all  his 
fury  againft  the  Jews,  and  attempted  to 
deftroy  the  temple,  the  law  of  Mofes,  and 

171.  the  ^^ole  nation.     The  authority  of  the  583- 

Romans  kept  him  from  making  'himfelf 
mafter  of  Egypt.  They  made  war  Upon 
Perfeus,  who  being  readier  to  undertake 
than  to  ex€^cute,  loft  his  allies  by  his  cove- 
toufnefs,  and  his  armies  by  his  cowardice. 

t68k  Vanquiihed  by  the  Conful  Paulus  ^milius,586* 

he  Was  forced  to  furrender  himfelf  into  his 
hands.  Gcntius  king  of  lUyria  his  ally, 
reduced  in  thirty  days  by  the  Pretcw  Ani- 
cius,  had  juft  met  with  a  like  fate.  The 
kingdom  of  Macedon,   which  had  flood 
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Ytm)   (even  hundred  years,  and  had  near  two  hun-  A.  R, 

Chrift  ^^^d  given  mafter^,  not  only  to  Greece,  but 
-  even  to  the  whole  Eaft,  was  now  no  more 
than  a  Roman  province.  The  fury  of  An- 
tiochus  increafed  againft  God*s  people. 
Then  do  we  fee,  the  noble  ftand  made  by 
Mattathias  the  prieft,  of  the  race  of  Phine- 

167.    has,  and  imitator  of  his  zeal ;  the  injundi-  587; 

166. .  ons  he  gives  on  his  death-bed  for  the  fafety  588, 
of  his  people ;  the  viftories  of  Judas  Mac- 
cabeus his  fon,  natwithftanding  the  infinite 
number  of  his  enemies ;  the  rife  of  the 
family  of  the  Afmoneans,  or  Maccabees ; 

165.    the  new  dedication  of  the  temple,  which  gSa^ 

164.  the  Gentiles  had  profaned,  the  pontificate  ggo^ 
of  Judas,  and  the  glory  of  the  priefthobd  re-^ 
ftored ;  the  death  of  Antiochus  befitting  his 
impiety  and  pride;  his  feigned  converfion 
during  his  laft  illnefs,  and  the  unappeafed » 
wrath  of  God  upon  that  haughty  king* 
His  fon  Antiochus  Eupator,  yet  a  minor, 
fucceeded  him,  under  the  guardianfhip  of 
Lyfias  his  governor.  During  this  mino- 
rity, Demetrius  Sotcr,  who  was  at.  Rome  a^ 
an  hoftage,  thought  he  might  get  himfelf 
reftored ;  but  he  could  not  prevail  with  the 
fenate  to  fend  him  back  into  his  kingdom: 
the  Roman  policy  chofe  rather  an  infant 

I03.    king.     Under  Antiochus  Eupator  the  per-  ^gj^ 
fccution  of  God's  people,  and  the  viftories 

1S2.     of  Judas  Maccabeus   continue.      Divifion  ^02* 
takes  place  in  the  kingdom  of  Syria.     De- 
metrius makes  his  efcape  from  Rome-,  hia 
people  acknowledge  himvthe  young  Antio- 
chus 
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Years  before  chus  18  put  to  death  with  Lyfias  his  tutor.  A^  R. 

^*'*^*  But  the  Jew^  are  no  better  treated'  under   > 

Demetrius,  than  they  were  under  hispre- 
deceffors;  and  he  meets  with  the  fame 
fortune;  his  g^erals  are  beat  by  Judas 
Maccabeus ;  and  the  hand  of  the  haughty  - 
Nicanor,  which  he  had  fo  often  ftretched 
out  againft  the  temple,  is  hung  up  before  it. 

l6i.  But  not  long  aftfer,  Judas,  overpowered  by  593, 

numbers,  was  flain  fighting  with  aftonifhing 
bravery.  His  brother  Jonathan  fucceeds 
to  his  command,  apd  {lipports  his  reputati- 
on. Though  reduced  to  extremity,  his 
courage  never  failed  him.  The  Romans, 
fond  to  humble  the  kings  of  Syria,  granted 
the  Jews  their  proteftion,  as  alfo  the  alli- 
ance which  Judas  had  fent  to  requeft  of 
them,  yet  without  any  (uccours  :  however, 
the  glory  of  the  Roman  name  proved  no 

^^54*  finalT  fupport  to  the  diftrefled  people.    The  600. 

troubles  of  Syria  increafed  daily.  Alexan- 
der Balas,  who  boafted  himfelf  the  fon  of 
Anciochus  Illuflris,  was  placed  upon  the 
throne  by  the  people  of  Antioch.  The 
kings  of  Egypt,  perpetual  foes  to  Syria, 
fomented  its  divifions,  in  order  to  profit  by 
them.    Ptolemy  Philomeccr  fupported  Ba- 

Jr5a*  las:  the  war  was  bloody:  Demetrius  Soter6o4tf 

was  killed  in  it,  and  left  to  revenge  his 
death,  only  two  young  princes,  yet  under 
age,  Demetrius  Nicator,  and  Antiochus 
Sidctes.  Thus  the  ufurpcr  remained  in 
peaceable  pofleffion,  and  the  king  of  Egypt 
gave  him  his  daughter  Cleopatra  in  mar-> 

riage; 
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Ywrs  .  riage.     Balas,  now  fancying  himfqlf  beyond  A.  R, 
Chrift.   ^1  danger,  plunged  into  debauchery,   and 
150.    drew  upon  himfelf  the  contempt  of  all  his 
a  Mac.  fubjedls.     At  this  time  Philometor  judged  604, 
^*'  *'     the  famous  procefs,   which  the   Samaritans  , 

raifed  againft  the  Jews.     Thofe  fchifmatics, 
■    ever  fet  againft  the  people  of  God,  never 

failed  to  join  their  enemies  ;   and,   in  order  jof.  Ant.  xU, 
l6y.    to  pleafe  Antiochus  lUuftris  their  perfecu-7- 

tor,  had  dedicated  their  temple  on  mount  5^7' 
Gerizim  to   Jupiter  Hofpitalis.     Notwith- 
ftanding  this    profanation,    thofe  impious 
wretches  had^the  boldnefs,  fome  time  after, 
to  maintain,  before  Ptolemy  Philometor  at 
Alexandria,  that  this  temple  ought  to  be 
preferred  to  that  of  Jerufalem.     The  parr 
ties  debated  it  before  the  king,  and  engaged 
on  bpth  fides,  upon  pain  of  death,  to  make 
good  their   pretenfions,  from  the  exprefs  Jpf.  Ant.  lib, 
terms  of  the  law  of  Mofes.     The   Jews*"^*  ^'  ^' 
gained  their  caufe,  and  the  Samaritans  were 
punifhed  with  death,  according  to  agree- 
ment.    The  fame  king  gave  pcrmiffion  to  ibid, 
Onias,  ^  of  the  prieftly ,  race,    to  build  in 
Egypt  the  temple  of  Heliopolis,  after  the 
.  model  of  that  of  Jerufalem  :  an  underta-: 
king  which   was   condemned  by  the  whole 
council  of  the  Jews,   and  judged   cpntrary 
to  the  law.     In   the   mean  time  Carthage 
was  beftirring  herfelf  again,  being  unable  to 
beat  the  laws  which   Scipio  Africanus  had 
I     '  148.     impofed  on  her,     The  Romans  refolved  her  606., , 
total   overthrow,  and  the  third  Punic  war 
was  undertaken.     Young  Demetrius  Nica-    / 
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Years  befor^  tor,  HOW  paft  childhqod,   began   to  think  A.  R. 
'^  '  of  Recovering  the  throne  of  his  anceftors ; 

j^nd  the  foftnefe  of  the  ufurper  gave  him 

146.  every  thing  to  hop^.     B^alas  was  troubled6o$, 

at  his  approach  :  his  father-in-law  Philome- 
tpr  declared  againft  him,  bec^ufe  !|^ala$ 
would  not  fuiFer  him  to  feize  upon  his  , 
kingdom  : '  the  ambitious  Glpppatra  his 
ivife  forfook  him,  to  marry  his  ene^yj,  an^d 
he  was  cut  off  by  the  hanid  of  his  own  peo- 
ple, after  the  lofs  of  a  battle.  Philometor 
died  a  few  days  after,  of  th^  wounds  he 
there  received,  and  Syria  was  delivered 
|rom  boj:h  her  enemies.  The  world  faw  at 
that  fame  time  the  fall  of  two  greaj:  cities, 
Carthage  was  taken,  and  reduced  to  ai^es 
^y  Scipio  JEmilianus,  who,  by  that  vi&ory, 
confirmed  the  furnairne  of  Africanus  in  hisi 
family,'  and  approved  himfelf  the  worthy  - 
heir  of  the  great  Scipio  his  grandfather, 
poripth  ftiared  the  fame  fate,  and  th^ 
Acheari  republic  "periflied  with  it.  Thp; 
conful  Mummius  razed  to  the  ground  that 
city,  th^  ^noft  voluptuous,  and  moft  adorn- 
ed in  Greece.' '  He  tranfported  its  incon>- 
^ .  parable  ttatvies  tp  Ilbnie,  without  knowing 
the  value  of  Chem/^  The  Romans  were  ig- 
norant of  the  arts  of  Grf ece,  and  content-? 
«d  themfelves  with  the  knowledge  of  war, 
politics,  and  agriculture.  During  the  trou- 
bles of  Syria  the  Jews  fortified  themfelves ; 
Jonathan  was  courted  by  both  parties,  and 
Nicator,  viftorious,  treated  him  as  his  bro- 

•144;  tjier.     His  kindnefs  was  fopn  requited; :  fo^6io. 
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Vears  [fy  a  fedition,  the  Jews  coming  fpeedily  toA,  R, 
Chrift,  ^^^  ^^^'  delivered  him  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  rebels,  Jonathan  was  loaded  with  ho^ 
nours ;  but  when  once  the  king  thought 
himfelf  fecure,  he  refumed  the  defigns  of 
his  anceftoi'S,  and  the  Jews  were  harafled  as 
formerly.  The  troubles  of  Syria  bcoke 
out  a-frefh  :  !Diodorus^  fliniamed  Tryphon, 
brought  up  a  fon  of  BaUs,  whom  he  named 
Antiochus  Theus,  and  ferved  him  for  a 
guardian  during  his  minority.  The  pride 
Im  Pemetrius  caufed  an  infurredion  againil: 
14^.  him  ;  all  Syria  was  'in  a  flame ;  Jonathan  6x|^ 
knew  how  to  improve  the  conjuncture,  and 
.  renewed  his  alliance  with  the  Romans, 
Every  thing  was  profpering  v/ith  him,  when 
Tryphon^  by  a  breach  of  faith,  caufed  hina 
to  be  flain  with  his  children.  His  brotliep 
Simon,  the  moft  prudent  and  fortunate  of 
the  Maccabees,  fucceeded  him;  and  the 
Romans  patronized  him,  as  they  had  done 
his  predeceilbrs.  Tryphon  was  no  lefs  trear  ' 
cherous  to  his  ward  Antiochus,  than  he  had 
been  to  Jonathan.  He  put  the  youth  to  death 
by  the  means  of  phyficians,  upon  pretence 
of  caufing  him  to  be  cut  for  the  ftone,  \^hich 
he  had  not,  and  made  himfelf  maftei^  of  a 
part  of  the  kingdom.  'Simon  took  tl\e  fide 
of  Demetrius  Nicator  the  lawful  king,  and, 
after  having  obtained  of  him  the  liberty  of 
^ .  his  country,  he  maintained  it  by  force  of 
arms  againft  the  rebel  Tryphon.  The  Sy- 
rians were  driven  out  of  the  citadel,  which 
^hey  held  hi  Jerufalem,  and  afterwards  out 

V  2  ^)^ 
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Years  before  of  all  the  ftrong  holds  In  Judea.  The  Jews,  A.  R. 
"  *  thus  freed  from  the  yoke  of  the  Gentiles  by  612. 

the  valour  of  Simon,  vefted  the  royal  pow- 
ers in  hitn  and  his  family:  and  Demetrius 
Nicator  confented  to  this  new  eftablifhment. 
There  begins  the  new  kingdom  of  God's 
people,  and  the  principality  of  the  Aimo- 
neans  ever  joined  to  the  high-priefthood. 
In  thofe  days  the  empire  of  the  Parthians 
was  extended  over  Baftria  and  the  Indies 
by  the  viftories  of  Mithridates,  the  moft 

'141,  .  valiant  of  the  Arf^idae.  While  he  was  ad- 61 3. 
vancing  towards  the  Euphrates,  Demetrius 
Nicator,  invited  by  the  people  of  the  coun- 
try, whom  Mithridates  had  fubjeded,  hoped 
to  reduce  the  Parthians,  whom  the  Syrians 
treated  always  as  rebels.  He  gained  feve- 
ral  vidtories ;  and  as  he  was  about  to  re- 
turn into  Syria,  in  order  to  overthrow  Try- 
phon,  he  fell  into  a  (hare,  which  one  of  the 
generals  of  Mithridates  had  laid  for  him ; 
and  fo  remained  prifoner  with  the  Parthians. 

^  Tiyphon,  who  thought  himfelf  fecured  by 

that  prince's  misfortune,  founds  himfelf  all 

'140.  at  once  abandoned  by  his  own  people.  They  614*' 

could  no  longer  fuifer  his  pride.  During 
the  captivity  of  Demetrius  their  lawful 
ibvereign,  they  entered  into  the  fervice  of 
his  confort  Cleopatra  and  her  children ;  but 
a  guardian  and  defender  was  to  be  fought 
for  the  young  princes,  wKo  were  not  yet  of 
age.  This  care  naturally  devolved  upon 
Antidchus  Sidetes  brother  of  Demetrius- 
Cleopatra  caufcd  him  to  be  acknowledged 

all 
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Ywra    all  over  the  kingdom :  nay,  ftie  did  more.  A.  R. 

Ch^.  Phr^ates,  brother  and  fucceflbr  to  Mithri** 
dates,  treated  Nicator  as  a  king,  and  gave 
him  his  daughlier  Rodogune  in  marriage* 
Out  of  fpite  to  this  rival,  Cleopatra,  whom 
ihe  deprived  of  the  crown,  together  with 
her  hufband,  efpoufed  Antiochus  Sidetes; 
and  refolved  to  reign   by  all  manner  of 

139,    w'ickednefs.     The  new  king  attacked  Try*  615. 
phon :  Simon  joined  him  in  the  entcrpriie, 
and  the  tyrant  forced  out  of  all  his  ftrong 

135.  holds,  came  to  a  condign- end.  Antiochus,  fiig, 
now  matter  of  the  kingdom,  very  foon  for* 
got  the  fervices  Simon  had  done  him  in  his 
late  war,  and  caufed  him  to  be  treacheroufly 
-*  murdered.  Whilft  he  was  collefting  all  the 
forces  of  Syria  aeainft  the  Jews,  Joannes 
Hyrcanus,  fon  of  Simon,  fucceeded  to  hb 
father*s  pontificate,  and  all  the  people  fub- 
mitted  to  him.  He  held  out  the  fiege  of 
Jerufalem  with  much  bravery,  and  the  war^ 
which  Antiochus  meditated  againft  the  Par- 
thians,  to  deliver  His  captive  brother,  made 
him  grant  the  Jews  tolerable  conditions* 
'At  the  fame  time  that  this'  peace  Was  con- 
cluded, the  Romans,  who  were  beginning  to  , 
grow  too  rich,  found  formidable  enemies  in 
the  prodigious  multitude  of  their  flaves. 
Ennus,  a  flave  himfelf,  raifed  an  infurreAion 
of  them  in  Sicily ;  and  it  took  the   whole 

133.    Roman  power  tb  reduce  them*     A  little  621* 
after,  the  fucceflion  of  Att^lus  king  of  Per- 
gamus,  who  by  his  will  made  the  Roman 
people  his  heir,  threw  the  city  into  divifion, 

G  3  The 
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Years  tefoi*.  The  troubles  of  the  Graechi  commenced.  A.  R. 
The  feditiotrs  tri^unefhip  of  Tiberius  Grac- 
chus, one  of  tne  firft  men  in  Rome,  became 
'his  deftrudion :  the  whole  fenate  put  him  to 
death  by  the  hand  of  Scipio  Nafica,  findihg 
ho  other  means  to  prevent  the  dangerous 
diftribution  of  money,  with  which  that  elor- 
quent  tribune  flattered  the  people.  Scipib 
:^milianus  reftored  military  difcipline,  and 
that  great  man,  who  had  deftroyed  Carthage, 

'3^*^  demolished  alfoNumantia  in  Spain,  thefc;-622. 

cond  terror  of  the  Romans.  The  Parthians  * 
proved  too  weak  for  Sidetes :  his  troops, 
though  corrupted  by  an  exceflive  luxury, 
had  a  furprifing  fuccefs.  Joannes  Hyrca- 
nus,  who  had  attended  him  in  that  war  with 
Jiis  Jews^  Signalized  his  valour  in  it,  and 
gained  honour  to  the  Jewifh  religion  when 
the  army  halted  to  afford  him  leifiire  tCi 
celebrate  the  Sabbath-day.  Every  thing  ' 
yielded,  and  Phraates  faw  his  empire  redu- 
ced to  its  ancient  limits ;  but,  far  from  def- 
pairing  of  his  affairs,  he  thought  his  prifoner 
might  be  of  ufe  towards  his  retrieving  them, 
and  invading  Syria*  In  this  conjundhire^ 
Demetrius  experienced  a  very  capricious 
fortune.  He  was  often  releafed,  and  as 
often  detained,  according  as  hope  or  fear 
got  the  afcendmt  in  the  mind  of  his  father- 
in-law  :  at  laft  a  happy  moment,  in  which 
Phraates  faw  no  refourcebut  in  the  diver- 
.     fion  he  propofed  to  make  in  3yria  by  his 

130,  '         means,  fet  him  quite  at  liberty.     That  in- 62411 
rtant  the  fcale  turned*  »  Sidetes,  who  could 

no 
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ho  otherwife  fupport  his  extravagant  ex- A.  R^ 
pences,  thah  by  intolerable  Kapines  and  ex- 
tortions, was  overwhelmed  all  at  once  by 
a  general  infurreftion  of  the  people,  and 
perifhed  with  his  army,  which  had  been  fo 
o^ft  vi($torious.  In  vain  did  Phraates  fend 
with  a;ll  fpeed  after  Demetrius :  it  was  now 
too  late :  that  prince  had  got  back  into  his 
kingdom.  His  wife  Cleopatra,  who  wanted 
only  to  reign  at  any  rate,  returned  quickly 
with  him,  and  Rodogune  was  foon  forgot;  ' 
Hyrcanus  improved  the  juncture :  he  took ' 
Sichem  from  the  Samaritans,  and  Utterljr 
demoliflied  the  temple'  of  Gerizim,  twb  hun- 
dred years  after  it  had  been  built  by  San-' 
ballat.  Its  deftrudion  did  not  hihder  the 
Samaritans  from  continuing  their  worfki]^' 
in  that  mountain^  aijd  the  "^tWo  nations  re- 
mained irreconcilable*  The  year  afterj  all  625* 
Idumea,  united  by  the  vidtori^s  of  Hyrca- 
nus to  the  kingdom  of  Judea,  received  the 
law  of  Mofes  with  circumcifion.  The  Ro- 
mans continued  theii^  proteftion  to  Hyrca- 
nus, and  caiifed  the  cities  to  be  reftdred^ 
which  the  Syrians  had  taken  from  him. 
The  pride  and  violence  of  Demetrius  Nica-  62^4 
tor  fufFered  not  Syria  to  enjoy  long  trah- 
quillityi  The  people  revolted;  To  che- 
rifh  their  revolt,  Egypt,  their  enemy,  gaVe  620^ 
them  a  king  \  Ale:3iander  Zebina,  fon  of  Ba- 
las.  Demetrius  was  beaten^  and  Cleopatra, 
thinking  to  reign  more  abfoliitely  uhdtr  her 
children,  than  under  her  hiijfband,  brought 
him  to  a  miferable  end.     No  better  did  Ihe  630, 
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f^/Jf^'      ^^  who  had  aA.  R. 

^'"[^fo^f^r,    Herfecond 
f^-^^//pus,  was  juft  re- 
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^'^thcP^  'ch^  defigns,  forced  herfeif 

'''^'      Jy^*^^^  ^^'  ^^^  ^^^^  ^  eteraai 
fi^^^^^itmi  between  the  children 

^e  ^^  J  by  the  two  brothers,  Demetrius 
fi^e  f^^  ^d  Antiochus  Sidetes.    Syria  thus 
^^^d  ^?^  ^^  longer .  In  condition  of 
S^^^  the  ](^Si     toannes   Hyrcanus645. 
^'^Z' g^^aria,  but  could  not   convert  the 
^*  jfflns^     He  died  five  years  after ;  and 
^des^  remained  in  the  peaceable  poffeflion 
Af  his  two  fons,  Ariftobulus^  and  Alexander  650. 
fanneus-,  who  reigned  one  after  the  other,  651. 
unmolefted  by  the  kings   o(  Syrian     The 
Jlomans  fuffered  that  rich  kingdom  to  wafte 
away  of  itfelf,  and  extended  their  dominion 
weftwafd.     During  the  wars  of  Demetrius  629. 
Nicator  and  Zebina,  they  began  to  extend 
their  domain  beyond  the  Alps ;  and  Sextius  650. 
having  conquered  the  Gauls,  named  Salii^ 
eftablifhed  in  the  city  ofAix,'a  colony^ 
whicl;i  bears  his  name  to  this  day.     The 
Gauls  made  but  a  forry^  defence.     F^lbiusdji. 
fubdued  the  Allobroges,  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring nations  5  and   the  fame   year  that  633- 
Grypus  caufed  his  mother  to  drink  the  poi-- 
fon  flie  had  prepared  for  him,  Gallia  Nar- 
bonenfis,  reduced  into  a  province,  received 
the  name  of  a  Roman  province.     Thus  the 

Roman 
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y^    Roman  empire  grew  in  greatnefe,  andgra-A-R* 

Chrift.  dually  poffefled  itfelf  of  all  the  lands  and 
feas  of  the  then  known  world.  But  as  fair 
as  the  face  of  the  republic  feemed  outward- 
ly  by  its  conquefts,  fo  disfigured  was  it  by 
tiie  mordinate  ambition  of  its  citizens,  and 
by  its  inteftine  broils.  The  nioft  illuftrious 
of  the  Romans  became  the  moft  pernicious 
to  the  public  weal.  The  two  Gracchi,  by 
flattering  the  people,  begun  divifions,  ^ ' 
which  did  not  end  but  with  the  common- 
wealth. Caius,  brother  of  Tiberius,  could 
hot  brook  their  having  put  to  death  fo 
great  a  nian,  in  fo  tragical  a  manner.  Ani- 
mated to  vengeance  by  impulfes,  which 
were  thought  infpired  by  the  ghoft  of  Tibe- 
rius, he  armed  all  the  citizens  againft  one  ah- 

119.     other,  and  as  he  was  upon  the  point  of  6^5. 

114.     deftroying  the  whole,  he  was  cut  off  by  a  640, 

1 13,     death  like  to  that  he  meant  to  revenge.  Mo-  641. 
ney  did  every  thing  at  Rome.     Jugurthai 
king  of  Numidia,   ftained  with  the  murder 
of  his  brothers,  whom  the  RoAian  people 

106.     proteded,  defended  himfelf  longer  by  hi^   648. 
large/Tes  than  .  by   his   arms  ;  and  Marius, 
who  compleated  his  overthrow,  could   not 

id  J.     arrive  at  the  command,  but  by  fpiriting  up   651. 
the  people  againft  the^  nobles.     The  flaves 
took  up  arms  once  more  in  Sidly  -,  and 
their  fecond  revolt  coft  the  ^  Romans  n*  lefs 
blood  than  the  firft.     Marius  beat  the  Teu- 

tol.    Ions,   Cimbrians,  and  other  northern  nati-   6^2^ 
ons,  who  Were  penetrating  into  the  Gauls, 

log,  V  into  Spain,  and  iiito  Italy.     The  victories  654. 
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Years  before  he  obtained  over  them  were  an  occafion  or  A*  ft. 
*  propofing  a  new  diftributlon  of  lands.  Me-    •    - 

tellus,  who  oppofed  it,  was  forced  to  give 
way  to  the  j  unsure,  nor  were  the  divifiortsf 
cxtinguifhed  but  by  the  blood  of  Saturnilis^ 
a  tribune  of  the  people.  Whilft  Rome  pro- 
94.  •  teded  Cappadbela  agaihft  Mithridates  king'660* 
88.  of  Pontus,  and  fo  great  a  foe  yielded  ^(^66* 

86.  the  Roman  force^  with  Greece,  which  had668, 

91.  efpoufed  his  intereft ;  Italy,  long  exercifea663^ 

in  arms  by  fo  many  wars,  mainta;ined  either 
againft,  or  with  the  Romans,  endahgfer6<f 
their  empire  by  an  univerfal  revolt.  Roine 
felt  herfelf  at  the  fame  time  torn  fy  th^ 
*"•  furious  animofities  of   Marius  and   Sylla;  666. 

87.&foll.oneof  whom  had  made  both  the  South  ^11(1667. 
-    North  to  tremble,  and  the  oth^t  was  the  &  folL 

c6nqi*er6r  of  Greece  and  Afia.     Sylk,  who 
,  ,  was  failed ,  the  fortunate,  was  too  much  fo 
82,        '  agaihft  his"  coiintiy,  which  his    tyrannical  672. 

diftatorfhip   brought  iftt6  fervitiide.      H^ 
79.  might  well  lay  voluntarily  db\yri  the  fove*675# 

reign  power,  .but  he  could  not  hinder  th^ 
effed  of  bad  example*     Every  One  \vduid     * 
be  matter.     Sertorius,  a  zealous  partifan  of 
74.  Marius,'  cantoned  himfelf  in    Spain,    and  680^ 

73,  '  entered  into  a  league  with  Mithridates.  681- 
Againft  {b  great  a  captain,  force  was  of  no 
avail.;  and  Pompey  could  find  no  way  of 
reducing  ,  that  party  but  by  fowing  divifioh 
in  it.  Not  even  Spajtacus  the  gladiator^ 
but  thought  he  might  afpire  to  the  chief 
command.  That  flave  caufed  no  lefs  ti-ou* 
7^1.  ble  to  the  pretors  and  confuls^  than  Mi- 6§^, 

thridates 


Tgari    thridates  was  creiating  to  Lucullus.     The  A,  R. 

ChHft.  ^^^  ^f  ^^^  Gladiators  became  formir 
dable  to  thie  Rpman  power.  Crailus 
findmg  difficulty  to  put  an  end  to  it, 
the  great  Ppmpey  behoved  to  be  fent 
againft  them.     Lucullus   was  getting  the 

^8.  better  In  the  Eaft.  The  fi^omans  paiTeci  the686. 
"Euphrates:  but  their  general,  invincible 
againft  the- enemy,  could  not  keep  hi$.  own 
foldiers  in  their  duty..  Mithridates,  often 
beat,  biU  never  lofing  courage,  wafj, recruit- 
ing his  force,  and  Pompey's  good  £ortano 
feemed.neoefTary  to  puta  happy  pet-ioa  tp 

67*      thewah     He  was  juftcomei  from  fcouringgg^,' 
the  feas  of  the  pirates,  that  infefted  them  ^ 

from  Syria  as  far  as  the  pillars  of  Hercules, 
when  he  was.fent  againft  Mithridates.     His  ' 
glory  appeared  then  at  its  height.     He  tOr 
tally  fubjeded  that  valiant  Kng,  and  Ariner 

^5*      nia,  whither  he  had  fled  for  refuge;  Iberiaggo, 

63..  and  Albania,  which  fuppbrted  hxm;  Syriagoi, 
torn  by  its  faftions;  Judea,- where  the  aivi- 
fion  of  the  Afmoneans  leftHyrcanus  II. 
the  fon  of  Alexander  Janneus  but  a  ihadow 
of  power ; .  and,  in  fhort,  the  whole  Eaft. 
*  But  he  had  not  had  where  to  triumph  over 
'.  fo  -many  enemies,  but  for  the-  conful  Cicero^ 
who  faved  the  city  from  the  flames  that 
were  preparing  for  it  by  Catiline,  backed 
by  the  moft  illuftrious  of  the  Roman  no- 
bility. That  formidable  party  was  ruined 
by  Cicero's  eloquence,  rather  than  the  a^ms 
of  C*  Antonius  his  colleague.  The  libertjF 
t>f  the  Roniah  people  was  nothing  themore 

fecure. 
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J«*^^<^ore   fecpre.     Pompey  reigned  in  the  fenate,  and  A.  R. 

his  great  name  made  him  abfolute  mafter  of 
5®*  all  deliberations.     Julius  Cefar,  by  fubdu-  696. 

ing  the  Gauls,  gained  his  country  the  moft  &  foil, 
ufeful  conqueft  it  had  ever  made.  So  fig- 
nal  a  fervice  enabled  him  to  eftabliih  his 
dominion  in  hi$^  country.  He  wanted  firft 
to  equal,  and  then  to  furpafs  Pompey, 
Craflus*s  immenfe  riches  made  him  fancy 
he  might  fhare  the  glory  of  thefe  two  great 
54»'  men,  as  he  did  their  authority.     He  ralhly  70Q. 

^      undertook  the  war  againft  the   Parthians,    " 
which  proved  fatal   to  himfclf  and  to  his 
53'.  country.     The  Arfacidae  vi«5borious,  inful-701. 

•  ted  with  cruel  railleries,  the  ambition  of  the 
Romans,  and  the  infatiable  avarice  of  their 
general.  But  the  difgrace  of  the  Roman 
'  name  was  not  the  worft  eiFeft  of  Craflus*s 
overthrow.  His  power  counter-balanced 
that  of  Pompey  and  Cefar,  whom  he  kept 
united,  as  it  were,  againft  their  will.  By  his 
49.  death  the  mound,  that  confined  them,  was  705/ 

broke  down.     The  two  rivals,  who  had  all 
the  forces  of  the  commonwealth  in  theif 
^   hands,  decided  their  quarrel  at  Pharfalia  by 
48.  a  bloody  battle :  Cefar,  Victorious,  appear-  706^ 

47.  ed  in  a  moment  all  over  the  world  j  in  707* 

46.         .    Egypt,  in  Afia,  in  Mauritania,  in  Spain :  708- 
45.  conqueror  on  all  fides,  he  was  acknowledged  709. 

44.  _  mafter  at  Rome,  and  in  the  whole  empire,  710* 

43,  Brutus  and  Caflius  thought  to  fet  their  fel*7n. 

low  citizens  free  by  murdering  him  as  a 
tyrant,  notwithftanding  his  clemency.  Rome 
fell  again  into  th«  hands  of  Mark  Antony, 

Lepidusj 
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'^^    Lepidus,  and  the  young  Cefar  Oftavianus,  A.  R, 
ChriA.   ^a^d  nephew  to  JuliusCefar,  and  his  adopt- 
^2.       ed  fon;  three  infupportable' tyrants,  whofe 7 12. 
triumvirate  and  profcriptions  cannot  yet  be 
read  without  horrour.     But  they  were  too 
violent  to  laft  long.     Thefe  three  perfons 
divide  the  empire  amongft  them.     Cefiu* 
keeps  Italy ;  and  changing  inftantly  his  for- 
mer cruelties  into  mildnefs,  he  makes  it  be- 
lieved that  he  was  drawn  into  them  by  his 
36.       colleagues.     The  remains  of  the  common-718, 
32.       wealth   perifh    with    Brutus   and  Caffius.722, 

Antony  and  Cefar,  after  ruining  Lepidus, 
3  *  •  fall  next  upon  each  other.  The  whole  Ro-y 23. 
man  power  puts  to  fea.  Cefar  wins  the 
battle  of  AAmm :  the  forces  of  Egypt,  and 
of  the  Eaft,  which  Antony  brought  with 
him,  are  difperfed ;  all  his  friends  abandon 
him,  and  even  his  Cleopatra,  for  whom  he 
had  loft  the  world.  Herod  the  Idumean, 
who  owed  every  thing  to  him,  is  forced  to        * 

30*       fubmit  to  the  vidor,  and  maintains  himfelf5y24j 
by^this  means,  in  pofleffion  of  the  kingdom 

of  Judea,  which  the  weaknefs  of  old  Hyr-  ^ 
canus  had  entirely  loft  to  the  Afmoneans. 
Every  thing  yields  to  Cefar*s  fortune :  Alex- 
andria opens  her  gates  to  him :  Egypt  be- 
comes a  Roman  province :  Cleopatra,  deC- 
pairing  of  being  able  to  preferve  it,  kills 
herfelf  after  Antony :  Rome  ftretches  out 
^7*  l^er  arms  to  Cefar,  who,  under  the  name  ofyij. 
Auguftus,  and  title  of  emperor,  remains 
fole  mafter  of  the  empire.  He  fubdues, 
towarids  the  Pyrenees,  the  revolted  Ganta- 

brians 
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Ycdrs  before  bmos  and  Afturf^ns:    Ethioj)^  fues  fop  A.  R^- 
^   *  *  peace:    the  Parthian?,   m   fear,  fend  Jriniy^o. 

^'  back  the  ftandards  taken  from  Craflus,^  to- 732. 

•  gether  with  all  the  Roman  prilbn^rs  :  the  734. 

Indies  cQuirt  his  alliance:  theRheti,  or  Gri-739. 
^'  ^  Ions,  feel  the  force  ofhis  arms  5  dieir  moun-  742. 

tains  cannot  defend  them :    Pannonia  ae-  747. 
7'  knowledges  him  :    Germany  dreads  him  $ 

and  the  Wefer  receives  his  law^»     Viftori- 
ous  by  fea  and  land,  he  fliuts  the  tejpiple  of     • 
Jfanus.     The  whole  earth  lives  in  peace  753, 
tmder  his  power,  and  Jssy?  Christ  t:ofnea7^4. 
into  the  world,  >  ^ 

Now  are  we  at  lengdi  arrived  at  thofe^-^- 
times,  fo  muchdcAred  by  our  fathers^  thofexhe' 
of  the  comi^Jg  of  the  Mefjiah.     This  nem©i>irth  of 
6gnifies  the  Christ,  or  the  Lord's  anpint-^^^^f^^ 
ed ;  and  Jesus  Christ  defearves  it  as  prieA, 
j^^  D,        as  king,  and  as  prophet.     It  is  not  agfeed 
y^  what  precife  year  he  came  into  the  world.5 

and  laft  age  ofbut  it  is  allowed,  that  his  true  birth  fomq 
the  world, '  years  precedes  our  vulgar  era,  which,  hwv- 
ever,  we  ihall  follow,  with  all  others,^  fop 
the  more  conveniency.  Without  disputing 
further  about  the  year  of  our  Lord's  birth,  , 
it  is  fufHcienfe  that  we  know  it  happened 
about  the  4000th  year  of  the  world.  Some, 
place  it  a  little  before,  fome  a  little  after, 
and  others  precifely  in  that  year  j  a  diverfity 
proceeding  as  much  from  the  uncertainty  of 
^  the  years  of  the  y^prld,  as  of  that  of  th^ 
birth  of  our  Lord.  Be  that  how  it  will,  it 
was  about  this  time,  1 000  year6  after  the 
dedication  of  the  temple,  and  the  754t}^ 


^^ 
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;year  of  Roine,  that  Je^us  Christ,  the  A.  D« 
eternal  fpn  of  Gojd,  and  temporal  fon  of 
Abraham  and  David,  was  born  of  a  vir- 
gm. 

'  This  iepoch  is  the  moft  conilderable  of  / 

all,  not  only  for  the  importance  of  fo  great  • 
an  event,  bi;t  alfo  becaufe  it  is  that  from 
whence  Chriftians  have,  thefe  many  ages,  ' 
begun  the  computation  of  their  years.     It  ' 

his  befides  this  remarkable  in  it,   that  it 
pretty  ndarly  coincides  with  the  time,  in 
vhicM  Home  returns  to  a  ftate  of  monarchy, 
under  the  peaceful  empire  of   Auguftus. 
All  the  arts  flburifhed  in  his  time,  and  La- 
tin poetry  was  carried  to  its  laft  perfeftion 
oy   V  irgfl .  and  Horace,  whom  that  prince 
enc0uragj?di  not  only  by  his  favours,  but 
alfp  by  indulging  them  a  free  accefs  to  his 
prefence,    'The  birth  of  Jesus  Christ  was 
quickly  followed  by  the  de^th  of  Herod. 
His  kingdom  was  oiYided  amongft  his  chil- 
dren ;   but  the  principal  fhare  was  not  long 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  Romans. 
^Uguftus    ended    his    reign    with    great  g; 
glory.       Tiberius,    whom   he  had  adopt- j^^^ 
ed,    fucceeded    him   without    oppofitipn ; 
and  the  empire  was  acknowledged  heredi- 
tary in  the  houfe  of  the  Cefars.     Rome  had 
niuch  to  fuffer  from  the  cruel  policy  of  Ti- 
berius ;  the  reft  of  the  empire  was  tolerably 
quiet.     Germanicus,  nephew  of  Tiberius^ 
pacified  the  rebel  armies,  refufed  the  em-  g 
pire,  beat  the  proud  Arminius,  puftied  his  ^  *  , 

conquefts  as  far  as  the  Elbe,  and  having  at-  ^^' 
'  /  traaed,'9- 
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traded,  together  with  the  love  of  thofe  peo-  A.  D. 
pie,  the  jealoufy  of  his  uncle,  that  b^ba-28, 
rian  occafioned  his  death,  either  by  grief  or30. 
pojfon.  In  the  fifteenth  year  of  Tiberius, 
St.  John  Baptift  appears:  Jesus  Christ 
receives  baptifm  from  that  divine  harbin-t 
ser :  the  eternal  Father  acknowledges  his 
well-beloved  Son  by  a  voice  from  heaven : 
the  Holy  Ghoft  defcends  ypon  the  Saviouf , 
under  the  harmiefs  figure  of  a  dove:  the 
Dan.  ix.  27*  whoIe  Trinity  manifefts  itfelf.  There  be- 
gins, with  the  feventieth  week  of  Daniel,  the 
preaching  of  Jesu^  Christ.  This  laft 
week  was  the  mpft  important,  and  the  moft 
noted.  Djaniel  had  diftinguifhed  it  from, 
the  r^ft,  as  the  week,  wherein  the  covenant 
w^s  to  be  confirmed,  and  in  the  middle  of 
which  the  old  facrifices  were  to  lofe  their 
eflicacy.  We  may  call  it  the  week  of  myf- 
teries.  •  In  it  Jesus  Christ  eftablifhes  his 
niiflion  and  dodrihe,  by  number^efs  miracles, 
and  afterwards  by  his  death.  This  hap- 
pened in  the  fourth  year  of  his  miniftry^ 
which  was  alfo  the  fourth  year  of  the  laft 
week  of  Daniel ;  and  after  this  manner  is 
that  great  week  found  exaftly  interfered  by 
the  fuflering  of  our  Saviour. 
,  Thus  the  computation  of  the  weeks  is 
cafy  to  be  made,  or  rather  is  done  already^ 
We  have  only  to  add  to  453  years,  which 
will  be  found  from  the  300th  year  of  Rome, 
and  2o'th  of  Artaxerxes,  to  the  beginning 
of  the  vulgar  era,  the  30  years  of  mat  era* 
^hich  we  fee  comedown  to^ the  15th  year 
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of  Tiberhis,  and  the  baptifm  of  our  Lord  '^  thefe  A.  D« 
two  fums  will  make  483  years  :  of  the  feven 
years  which  yet  remain  to  complete  490,  the 
fourth,  which  makes  the  middle  one,  is  that  in 
which  Jefus  Chrift  died:  and  all  that  Daniel 
prophefied^  is  vifibly  contained  within  the  term 
prelcribed.  There  would  even  have  been  no 
neceffity  for  fo  much  exaftnefs,  nor  does  any 
thing  oblige  us  to  take  in  fo  ftrift  a  fenfe  the 
middle  marked  by  Dahiel.  The  moft  difficult 
would  be  contented  with  finding  it  in  any  point 
between  the  two  extremes.  This  I  take  notice 
of,  that  thofe,  who  may  think  they  have  reafon 
to  place  a  little  higher,  or  a  little  lower,  the  be- 
ginning of  Artaxerxes's  reign,  or  the  death  of 
our  Lord,  may  not  ftraiten  themfelves  in  their 
calculation,  and  that  thofe  v/ho  would  attempt  to  / 
embarras  a  thing  clear,  by  the  quibbles  of  chro- 
nology, may  lay  afide  their  fruitlefs  fubtlety* 
The  darknefs  which  covered  the  whole  face  ofMatth.  xxviL 

Ae  earth  at   noon-day,  and  at  the  moment  ofo1ymp.?hi!' 
Jesus  Christ's  crucifixion,  is  taken  for  an  or-Hift.  j.Ter- 
dinary  eclipfe  by    heathen  writers,   who  ^^^^qH   /^l^^i* 
mentioned  that  memorable  event.     But  the  pri-Oein&Tr.ii. 
mitive  Chriftians,  who  fpoke  of  it  to  the  ko-*»nMatth*Eu- 
mans  as   a  prodigy  recorded,  not  only  by  their  j^  CoronrjuU 
own  authors,  but  even   by  the  public  regifters,  Afric.  ibid, 
have  ihewn,  that  neither  at  the  time  of  the  full 
moon,  when  "Jesus  Christ   died,    nor"  in  the 
whole  year,  in  which  that  eclipfe  was  obferved, 
could  any  one  have  happened,  that  was  not  fu- 
pematuraL  We  have  the  very  words  of  Phlegon, 
Hadrian's  freedman,  quoted  at  a  time,  when  his 
book  was  in  every  body's  hands  5  as  well  as  the 
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A.  D.  Syriac  hiftories  of  Thallus,  who  followed  him  ; 
and  the  fourth  year  of  the  202d  Olympiad, 
marked  in  Phlegon's  annals,  13  that  of  the  death 
of  oUr  Lord, 

To  complete  the  myfteries,   Jesus  Christ 
Hfes  from  the  grave  the  third  day  ;  he  appears 
to  his  difcipljSs ;  he  afcends  into  heaven  in  their 
prrfence.;  he  fends  them  the  Holy  Ghoft;  the 
4^^         church  is  formed ;    perfecution  commences ;  St. 
40.         Stephen  is   ftoneci ;  St.  Paul   is  converted.     A 
little  after  Tiberius  dies.     Caligula  his  grand^ 
nephew,  his  fon  by  adoption,  and  his  fucceflbr^ 
aftonifhes   th^  world  with  his  cruel  and  brutal 
folly  :  he  claims  adoration,  and  comrnands  his 
ftatue  to  be  fet  up  in  the  temple  of  Jerufalem. 
C  hereas  rids  the  world  of  this  monfter.     Clau- 
dius reigns,  notwithftanding  his  ftupidity.     He 
is  dilhonoured  by  Meflalina  his  wife,  whom  he 
jj.b;         demands  back,  after  caufing  her  to  be  put  to" 
death.  He  is  next  married  to  Agrippina,  daugh-  _ 
Aftsxv.i;     ter  of  Germanicus.      The  Apofties  hold    the 
council  of  Jerufalem,  in  which  ^t.  Peter  fpeaks 
firfl:^  as  he  does  ^very  where  elfe.     The  con- 
verted Gentiles   are  there  freed  from  the  cere* 
monies  of  the  law*     The  fentence  is  pronounced 
in  the  name  of  the  Holy   Ghoft^  and  of  the 
Aa6  3fciri.4.     church.    ,Sti  Paul  and  St*  Barnabas  carry  the  de-     / 
cree  of  the  council   to  the  churches,  and  teach 
the  faithful  to  fubmit  to  it^     Such  Was  the  form 
of  the  firft  council.     The  ftupid  empetor  difiri* 
54.         herlted  Britahnicus,  and  adopted  NerO  the  fori 
of  Agrippina.      She,    in  return^   poifoncd  her' 
too  eafy  htifband.      But   her  fon's  goveminenf 
proved  no  lefs  fatal  to  her&lf,  than  to  afl  the 
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^ft  oi  the  empire*      Cei^bulo  gaihed  all  the  A.  D, ' 
honour:  of  this  reign  by  the  vidoriesi  he  won     58. 
over  the  Parthians  and  Armenians^     Nerb  com-     60. 
i      menced  at  once  the  war  againft  the  JeWSj  and     62; 
I      the  persecution  againft  the  Chriftians*     He  \va3     6^. 
the  firft  emperor  who  perfecuted  the  church*     &ci 
I      fie  cau^d  St*  Peter  and  St  Paul  to  Jbe  ptit  to     66. 
death  at  Rome*     But  as  he  at  the  fame  time  p^r^     6*/; 
-^cnfecuted  all  mankind,  they  revolted  againft  hini     68 1 
o!2^Em  all  fides*    Underftandlng  that  the  tenate  had 
p   condemned  him,  he  laid  violfent  hands,  oh  |iim*     6g; 
felF.     Each  army  niade  an  emperor  t  the  dlfpiite 
was  decided  hard  by  Rome,  and  in  Ronie  itfelf^     "" 
by   dreadful   engagements.      Galba,  Otho  dhd 
Vitellius^  all  three  perllbed  in  them':  the  dif"-     foi   . 
trejfled  empire  found  fome  reft  Under  Vefpafjani 
But  the  Jews  Were  reduced  io  the  laft  extreriiity  i 
Jerufalem  was  taken  and  biirned.'     TltuSj  fon     7^, 
and  {iicceflbr  of  Vefpafian^  afForded  the  world  i 
Oiort-^lived  joy  ;  and  his  days^  whicji  h^  coufitfed 
ioft»  when  they  Were  not  diftinguifhed  by  lonie  gbod 
Q£tionjk\Xmtd on  too faft  to  an endi  And no\v we     9 j, 
behold  Nero  revive  iii  th^perfohof  Doitiitian;  The 
perfecution  broke  out  afrefli*  Su  John  having  got 
fafe  out  of  the  boiling  oil,  was  baniihed  to  the 
ifle  of  PatmoS)  where  he  penned  his  Apocalypfe 
;^.  to  Revelation*     A  little  after  he  wrote  his  Gof- 
I  ^  pel^  at  the  age  of  9b,  and  joined  the  quality  of  an 
1^  evangelift  to  that  of  an   apoftle  atid  prophet: 
i    '  Fronl  thife  tinie  the  ChriftikhS  were!  eohtihtially  '  954 
perfecuted^  as^  well  under  the  good  as  bad  em- 
•perorsi     Thefe    perfecutions    were   carried  on^ 
fometlmes  by  command  of  the  emperors,  and  by 
the  particular  ipite  of  the  magiftrates  j  fometirhes 
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A.  D.         by  an  infuitecftion  of  the  people ;  and  {bmetimea 
by  iblemn  decrees  pronounced  in  the  fenate  upon 
the  refcripts  of  princes,   or  in  their  prefence. 
Then  the  perfecution  was  -more  univerfal  and 
bloody  i  and  thus   the    malice   of  unbelievers, 
ever  inveterately  bent  to  deftroy  the  church,  was 
excited  from  time  to  time  to  new  a<5ls  of  fury. 
It  is  from  thefe  renewed  fits   of  violence  that 
ecclefiaftical  hiftorians  reckon  ten  perfecutions  un- 
der  ten   emperors.     Under   fo  long  fufFerings, 
the  Chriftians  never  made  the  fmalleft  fedition. 
Of  all  the  faithful,  the  bifhops  were  always  the 
inoft  fevcrely  attacked :  of  all  the  Chriftians,  the 
church  of  .Rome  was  perfecuted  with  the  gt^ateft 
violence-,    and   thirty   popes    fealed    with  their 
blood  that  gofpel,  which   they  declared  to  the 
56.         whole  €a,rth.     Domitian  is  killed :    the  empire 
begins  to  enjoy  fome  refpite  under  Nerva.     His 
|;reat  age  does  not  permit  him  to  retrieve  the 
ftate  of  affairs:  but  in  order  to  render  the  public 
p7.         tranquillity  permanent,  he  makes  choice  of  Tra- 
58.         j<in  for  his  fucceflbr.     The  empire  quiet  at  home, 
and  triumphant  abroad,  cannot  forbear  admiring 
fo  good  a  prince*     And  indeed  it  was  a  maxim 
with  him,  that  his  citizens  ought  to  find  him  fuch 
as  he  would  have  wifhed  to  find  the  emperor, 
102,         had  he  beeti  a  private  citizen.     This  prince  fub- 
106.         dued  the  Dacij  and  Decebalus  their  king;  cxt 

115.  tended  his  conquefts  in  the  Eaft ;  gave  a  king  to 

116.  the  Parthians^  and  made  them  dread  the  Roman 
power ;  happy  he  whom  drunkennefs  and  infa- 
mous amours^  vices  fo  deplorable  in  a  great  prince^ 
have  never  made  to  attempt  any  thing  contrary 
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to  juftice!  To  times  fo  advantageous  for  theiA,  D^ 
common-weal,  fucceedpd  thofe  of  Hadrian  blend- 
ed with  good  and  evil.     This  prince  maintained 
military  difcipline,  lived  himfelf  in  a  foldiery  way^ 
and  with  mu^ch  frugality,  eafed   the  provinces, 
made  the  arts  to  flt)urifti,  and  Greece,  who  was 
the  mother  of  them.     The  Barbarians  were  kept   120. 
in  awe  by  his  arms  and  authority.     He  rebuilt   123, 
Jerufalem,  to  which  he  gave  his  name,  and  from    126. 
thence  too  it  derives  the  name  of  ^lia;  but  he   127. 
banifhed  the  Jews  out  of  it,  who  were  ever  rebels    130, 
to  the  empire.     That  ftubborn  race  found  in  him   131, 
a  mercilefs  avenger.     HefuUied  by  his  cruelties,    135, 
and  monftrous  loves,  the  luftre  of  Co  bright  a 
reign.     His   infamous  Antinous,   of  v/hom   he 
made  a  god,  throws  ftiame  upon  his  whole  life. 
But  the  emperor  feemed  to  make  amends  for  his 
faults,  and,  in  fome  degree,  to  retrieve  his  effaced 
glory,   by  adopting  Antoninus  Pius,  who  alfo   138* 
adopted  Marcus  Aurelius  the  fage  and  Philofo-   139, 
pher.     In  thefe  two  princes  appear  two  beaiitiful   |6it 
charafters.     The  father,  ever  at  peace,  is  always 
ready,  upon  occafion,  to  make  war :  the  fon,  ever 
'  at  war,  is  always  ready   to-  give '  peace,  both  to 
his  enemies,  and  to  the  empire.     His  father  Aur. 
toninus  had   taught  him,  that  it  was  better  to 
fave  one  citizen,  than  to  defeat  a  thoufand  ene-   162^ 
mies.     The  Parthians  and  Marcomani  experien-   169^ 
ced  the  valour  of  Marcus  Aurelius:  The  latter 
were  Germans,  to  whom  the  emperor  was  giving 
the  finifhing  ftroke,  wheu  he  died,     By  th^  vir-r    1 80^ 
tue  of  the  two  Antonines,  that  n^-m^  became  the 
darling  of  the  Romans,     The  glory  of  To  illuftri- 
Oys  ^.  n^i^te  w^.  not  defaced,  by  all  the  efFemi-. 

H  ^3  nacy 
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*  -  t 

A,  p.        Aacy  of  L'Ucius  Verys,  brother  to  Marcus  Aurc-? 

lius,  and  his  partner  in  the  empire,  nor  yet  by 

the  brutalities  of  Cqni  modus  his  fon  and  (ucceA 

fpr,    Thi§  laft,  unworthy  pf  fUch  a  father,  forgot 

-    192.         both  his  inftru^ions  ^nd  example.     TThe  fenate 

,   153.         and  people  abhorred  -him:  his  mo(t  affiduotis? 

'-' ''         ininions,  and  his   mlftrpfej^'  put  hi^   to  death. 

|Iis  fuccefTor  Pertip;^x,^  vigorous  aflferter  pf  mill-? 

tary  difcipline,  fell  ^  facrifice  to  the  fury  of  the 

licentious  foldiers,  who  had,  but  a  little  bdfpffe^ 

forced  the  fovereign  power  upon  him. 

The  empire,  expofed  to  auftion,  found  a  pur- 

}9^,         fhafer.     The  lawyer  Didius  Julianus  ventured 

f  95?         upon  this  bold  bargain :  but  it  coft  him  his  life. 

198,         jSeverus  Africanus  put  him  to  death,  revenged 

&c,        Pertinax,  puffed  from  the  Eaft  fo  the  Weft,  tfi-:< 

207,  wmphed  in  Syria,  Gaul^  and  Great-Britain.    The 

208.  rapid  cpnqueror  equaled  Cefar  by  his  viddfies  ^ 
zog.         but  imitated  not  his  cleinency.     He  Was  not  able 

211.  to  mafce  pea*ce  ampngft  his  own  children.  Baflkn, 

212.  or  Caracalla,  his  eldeft  fon,  a  falfe  imitator  of 
Alexander,  immediately  upon  his  father's  death^ 
murdered  his  brother  Geta,  who  was  efnperor  as 
well  as  himfelf,  in  the  ^rms  of  Julia  their  comtnoa 
mother;  fpent  his  lift  in  cruelty  ^id  carnage, 
and  brought  himfelf  to  a  tragical  end.  Severus 
had  gained  him  the  hearts  of  the  foldiers  and  peo- 
ple* by  giving  him  the  name  of  Antoninus  ^  but 

'^18.  he  could  not  fupport  the  glory  of  it.  The  Sy- 
rian Heliogabaliis,  or  rather  Alagabalus,  his  fpn, 
or  at  lead  reputed  fuch^  though  the  name  or 
Antoninus  had  given  him  at  fim  thp  hearts  pf 
thp  fpldiers  and  vi(5lory  over  Macrinus,  he  be- 
came prefently  ^fter,  by  his  infamous  COndu^, 
'     ' •    ■■'■  '     ••    • '■'   "the 
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the  horrour  of  mankind,   and  deftroyed  himfelf.  A.  D, 
Alexander  Severus,  fon  of  Mameus,  his  coufin  and  222, 
focce^^r,  lived  too  fhort  while  for  the  good  of  the 
world.  -  He  complained,  that  he  had  more  dif- 
ficulty in  reftraining   his  foldiers,  than  in  con^ 
quering  his  enemies.     His  mother,  who  govern-   235, 
ed  him,  was  the  caufe  of  his  ruin,  as  me  had 
been  of  his  glory.     Under  bis  reign  Artaxerxes  ^33, 
the  Perfian  killed  his  maftef  Artabanus,  the  laft 
king  of  the  Parthians,  and  reftored  the   empire 
of  the  Perfians  in  the  Eaft.. 

In  thefe  times  the  yet  infant  church  was  fill ing^^J**""-  a<^^j 
tifcie  whole  earth,  and  not  only  the  Eaft,  wherej^f'  ^'  ^^^' 
<he  had  tiken  her  rife,   that  is,  Paleftine^  Syria, 
Egypt,  Afia  Minor,    and  Greece ;  but   alfo  in 
th^  Weft,  befides  Italy,  the  fevei'al  nations  of     ' 
the  Gauls,    all  the   provinces   of  Spaii},  Afric, 
Germany,  Great-5ritain  in  places  impenetrable 
to  the  Roman   arms  •,    and  was   even   gaining 
g^tmnd  without  the  empire,  in  Arpienia,   Perfia, 
the  Indips,  among  the  -moft  barbarous  nations, 
the  Sarmatians,  Dacians,    Scythians,    Getulians, 
gnd  as  far  as  the  moft  unknown  ifles,   The  blood 
of  hier  martyrs  rendered  her  fruitful,     Under*  lo^t 
Trajan,  St.   Ignatius,  bifhop  of  Antioch,   wa» 
exipofed  to  wild  beafts.     Marcus   Aurelius,  un-. 
happily   prepoffeff^d  with  the  calumnies   with 
which  Chriftianity  was   charged,  put  to  death   163;^ 
jiV&in  the  philofopher,   and   apologift   for   th^ 
Chriftlan  religion,     Polycarp,  bilhop  of  Smyrna^  1 67* 
3t.  John's  diftip)e,  at  the  age  of  fourf^orq,  was 
condemned  to  the  ftake  under  the  fame  prince, 
The  holy  martyrs  of  J^ions  and  Vienne  endured  i^J^^ 
mil^jir^'Of  tQWents^  ^ter  the  e^^ampl^  pf  Pho^ 
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A*  D,  tin  their  biftiop,  a  man  of  ninety  years.  The 
Galilean  church  filled  the  whole  world  wtth  its 
glory. '    St.   Ireneus,  difciple  of  St.  Polycarp, 

202,  and  St.  Photin's  fucceflbr,  imitated  his  prede- 
ceflbr,  and  died  a  martyr  under  Severus,  with  a 
great  number   of  the  faithful   of   his   church. 

J  74,  Sometimes  the  perfecution  abated.  Marcus  Au- 
relius  happening  once  in  Germany  to  be  in  ex- 
treme want  of  water,  a  Chriftian  legion,  obtain- 
ed a  rain  fufficient  to  quench  the  thirft  of  his 
army,  and  accompanied  with  peals  of  thunder, 
which  ftruck  terrour  into  his  enemies.  The 
name  of  Thunderer  was  given  or  confirmed  to 
that  legion  by  this  miracle.  The  emperor  was 
touched  with  it,  and  wrote  to  the  fenate  in 
favour  of  the  Chriftians.  But  at  laft  his 
fbothfayers  perfuaded  him  to  attribute  to 
his  gods,  and  to  his  prayers,  a  miracle,  which 
the  Pagans  did  not  fo  much  as  dream  of 
defiring,  .Other  caufes  fufpended,  or  aflwa- 
ged  fometimes  the  perfecution,  for  awhile  ; 
but  fuperftition,  a  vice,  which  Marcus  Aurelius 
could  not  avoid,  the  public  hatred,  and  the  ca-^ 
lumnies  caft  upon  the  Chriftians,  ftill  too  quickly- 
prevailed  again :  the  fury  of  the  heathens  re- 
kindled, and  the  whol^  empire  ftreamed  with  the 
blood  of  martyrs.  The  docftrine  went  aloiig 
with  the  fuifferings,     Under  Severus,  and  a  little 

^I'ir  after,  TertuUian,  a  prieft  of  C;irthage,  enlighten^ 
^d  the  church  by  his  writings,  defended  it  by  nn 
admirable  apology,  and  deferted  it  at  laft,  being 
blinded  by  an  pver-weening  aufterity,  and  feduced 
*  ^  by  the  vifions  of  the  falfe  prophet  Montanus, 
J^uci^f  ftboi^t  t|ie  fame  time  ^e  pious  prieft  Cleit 

-    mm 
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mens  Alexandrinus  laid  open  the  iniquities  of  A,  Dr 

paganifm,  in  order  to  confute  him.     Origen,  fon 

of  the  holy  martyr  Leonidus,   rendered  himfelf 

celebrated  throughout  the  whole  church,  from 

his  youth,  and  taught  great  truths,  though  mixed 

with   abundance,  of  errors.      The   philofopher 

Ammonius  made  the  Platonic  philofophy  fub- 

fcrvient  to  religion,  and  won  hirhfelf  the  refpecft 

of  the  Heathens  themfelves.     Mean  while  the 

Valentinians,  the  Gnoftics,  and  other  impious 

(efts,  attack  the  gofpel   by  falfe  traditions.     St.irtn.lib.ui,    '■ 

Ireiieus  oppofes  to  them  the  tradition,  and  autho-'»  *>  3- 

rity,  of  the  apoftolical  churches,  efpecially  that  of 

Rome  the  chief,  founded  by  the  ap6ftl6s  St,  Peter 

and  St.   Paul.     TertuUian  does  the  fame.     TheDcpraefc.  adv# 

church  is   neither   ftiaken  by   herefies,  nor  by^*'''^*^^' 

fchiims,  nor  by  the  fall  of  her  moft  eminent  doc* 

tors.     Her  fanftity  q(  manners  is  fo  confpicuous, 

that  it  commands  the  praife  of  her  enemies. 

The    affairs  of  the  empire  were   embroiled  235, 
in  a  terrible  manner.     After  the  death  of  Alex- 
ander, the  tyrant  Maximine,  who  had  kjUed  him^ 
made  himfelf  mafter,  though    of  Gothic  race. 
The  fenate  fet  up.  four  emperors  in  oppofition  to  236, 
him,  who  were  all  cut  off  in  lefs  than  two  years.  237. 
Among  thefe  were  the  two  Gordians,  elder  and  238* 
younger,  favourites  of  the  people  of  Rome,  The  242, 
young  Gordian  their  fon,  though  he,  in  the  ear- 
Jieft  years,  difcovered  a  confummate  wifdom,  had 
inuch  ado  to  defend,   againft  the  Perfians^  the 
empire,  enfeebled  by  fo  many  divifions.     He  had. 
retaken    from    them    many    important   places. 
Put  Phllippus  Arabs   killed  that  good  prince;  244. 
{^4  for  f§^r  of  b^ing  overpowered  by  two  empe- 
rors, 
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A.  D.        rors,  whom  the  fenate  elected  qne  after  the  other^ 

245.         he  clapped  up  a  fhameful  peace  with  Sapor  king 

of  Perfia.     This  was  the  firft  of  the  Romans^ 

who  gave  up  by  treaty  any  of  the  empire's  tern* 

tories.  He  is  faid  to  have  embraced  the  Chriftkui 

religion  at  a  time,  when  all  of  a  (udden  he  a^ 

peared  reformed ;  and  it  fi^  certain,  that  he  was 

Eufeb.  lib.  vi.  tavourabk  to  the  Chriftians.     Out  of  hatred  ta 

39«       ,       this  emperor,  Decius,  who  kilied  him,  renewed 

the  persecution  with  greater  violence  than  ever. 

Z49.         The  church  extended  h^rfelf  on  all  fides,  but 

Greg.  Tur,     chiefly  in  the  Gauls,  and  the  empire  very  {qoA 

Franc  ^^8*     lofl:  Decius,  who  vigoroufly  defended  it.     Gallus 

^  -  j^   '     and  Volufiart,  paffed  away  very  ftviftly :    ^miUatk 

^^/         did  no  more  than  appear:  the  chief  power  waa 

given  to  Valerian  j  and  that  venerable  old  man 

afcended  to  it  through  all  the  degrees  of  digziity^ 

257.  He  was  cruel  to  tont  but  the  Chriftians. .  Under 

258.  him  pope  Stephen  and  St.  Cyprian,  biihop  of 
Carthage,  notwithftanding  ^  their  dilutes, 
which  had  made  no  breach  of  communion,  recei^ 

256.         ved  both. of  them  the  fame  crown.     St.  Cypriaii^s^ 

error,  in  rejeding  the  baptifm  given  by  heretics, 

hurt  neither  himfelf  nor  the  church.     The  trjir 

dition  of  the  holy  fee  fupported  itfelf,  by  its  own 

ftrength,  againft  all  the  fpecious  arguments  and 

authority  of  fb  great  a  man,  although  other  great 

^57*         ^^^  defended  the  fame  doftrine,     AnoAer  dif- 

pute  did  more  mifchief,     Sabellius  confounded 

the  three  divine  perfons  together,  and  acknow^ 

ledged  in  the  Deity  only  one  perfon  under  three 

BnfA.pift.    names.     This  innoVation  aftoniflied  the  church, 

Ijcci.  lib.  vii.  ^j^^  Dionyfius,  bifliop  of  Alexandria,  difcovered 

to  pope  Sixtus  II .  the  errors  of  that  Herefiarcjh^ 
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This  holy  pope  quickly  foBowed  in  the  road  erf  A,  D, 
martyrdom,  Stephen  his  predece/!br :  he  had  his  259. 
head  ftnick  ofF,  and  left  a  yet  greater  conflift  to 
be  maintained  by  his  deacon  St.  Laurence.  Then  25?. 
do  we  fee  begin  the  inundation  of  the  Barbarians,  zgg^ 
The  Burgundians,  and  other  people  of  Germany,  260, 
and  the  Goths,  formerly  cdled  Getae,  poured  in- 
to the  empire;   other  nations,  which  inhabited 
about  the  Euxine  fea,  and  beyond  the  Danube, 
entered  into  Europe :  the  Eaft  was  invaded  by 
the  Aflaiic  Scythians,  and  the  Perfians.     TheftJ 
defeated  Vderian,  whom  they  afterwards  took  in 
a  treacherous  manner,  and  after  letting  him  lin- 
ger out  his  days  in  a  painful  flavery,  they  flea'd 
nim,  in  order  to  make  his  /kin  a  monument  of 
their  viftory.     Gallian,  his  fon  and  colleague,  ut-  ^gj 
terly  ruined  all  by  his  foftnefs.     Thirty  tyrahts 
feared  the  empire.     Odenatus  king  of  Palmyra,  254. 
an  ancient  city,  founded  by  Solomon,  was  the 
moft  illuftrious :  he  reicued  the  Eidlern  provin- 
ces out  of  the  hands  of  the  Barbarians,  and  niade 
himfelf  acknowledged  in  them.     His  wife  Zeno- 
bia  marched  with  him  at  the  head  of  his  armies, 
which  (he  commanded  fingly  after  his  death,  and 
rendered  herfelf  famous   afi  over  the  earth,  for 
having  joined  chaftiy  with  beauty,  and  condudl 
J^th  courage,     Claudius  II.  and  Aurelian  after  26$. 
him,  retrieved  the  affairs  of  the  empire,     Whilft  270. 
they  were  overthrowing  the  Goths  and  Germans  Eofcb,  HifL 
by  fignal  yiftories,  Zenobia  preferved  to  her^cci.  vii.  c. 
children  ^  the  conqupils  of  their  father.     That^^f„;^ 
Princefs  inclined  to  Judaifm.     In  order  to  gainfoHt.  Thfo4. 
her  over,  Paul   of  JSamoikta,  bifhop  of  Antioch,])^- ']•  {*?r- 

i         •     ,     ■  '       ,      f.      ▼       ./I  .'fab.  S.Nicetli, 

f)  vaiQ  aQdtiirbulent  man,  taught  his  Jewilh  opi-i.vi.c.  «7. 

pion 
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A.  D.         nion  concerning  the  perfon  of  Jesus  Qhrist, 
whom  he  made  but  a  mere  man.     After  long 
diflembling  fo  new  a  dodbrine,  he  was  convicftcd 
273.         and  condemned  at  the  council  of  Antioch.  Queen 
zy4-         Zenobia  '  maintained   the  war  againft  Aurelian, 
who  thought  it  no  fcorn  to  triumph  over  fo  re- 
nowned a  heroine.     Amidft  continual  wars,  he 
knew   how  to'  keep  up  the  Roman  difcipline 
amongft  his  foldier§,  and  fhewed,  that  by  follow- 
ing the  ancient  regulations,  and  the  ancient  fru- 
gality, great  armies  might  be  kept  on  foot,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  without  being  a  charge  to 
flift.  Aug,     the  empire.     Then  begun  the  Francs  to  grow 
Aurel.  c.  7.    formidable.     Thefe  were  a  confederacy  of  Ger- 
Prob.  c.  1*1,    '^^n  ftates,  who  dwelled  along  the  Rhine.  Their 
II. Firm.  &••.  name  fpeaks  them  united  from  the  love  of  liber- 
c*  »3* .  ly^     Aurelian  had  beat  them,  when  a  private 

perfon,  and  kept'  them  in  awe,  when  emperor. 
.  That  prince  made  himfelf  hated  by  his  bloody 
275*  aftions.  His  wrath  too  much  dreaded  occafion- 
ed  his  death.  Thofe  who  thought  themfelves 
in  hazard,  refolved  to  be  before-hand  with  him ; 
and  his  fecretary  being  threatened,  put  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  the  combination.  The  army  who 
faw  him  cut  off  by  the  confpiracy  of  fo  many 
chiefs,  refufed  to  chufe  an  emperor,  for  fear  of 
fetting  one  of  Aurelian's  aflaflins  on  the  throne  ;. 
and  the  fenate  reftored  to  its  ancient  right,  elefted 
Tacitus*  This  new  prince  was  venerable  for  his, 
age,  and  for  his  virtue :  but  he  became  o4ious 
through  the  violences  of  a  kinfman,  to  whom  he 
gave  the  command  of  the  army,  and  peri  (bed 
with  him  in  a  fedition  the  fixth  month  of  his 
276.         reigri.  Thus  his  promotion  ferved  only  to  fhort- 
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cn  his  days.     His  brother  Florian  claimed  the  A,  D. 
empire  by  right  of  fucceflion,  as  being  the  neareft 
heir.     This  right,  however,  was  not  acknowled- 
ged :  Florian  was  killed,  and  Probus  forced  by 
the  foldiers  to  accept  the  empire,  though  he 
threatened  to  keep  them  in  order.     Every  thing  277,' 
yielded  under  fo  great  a  captain;  the  Germans  278. 
and  Francs,  who  attempted  to  enter  the  Gauls,  280, 
were    repulfed  ;    and   in  the  Eaft,   as  well  as 
Weft,  all  the  BarbaFians  ;reverenccd  the  Roman 
arms.  So  formidable  a  warriour  afpired  at  peace, 
and  gave  the  empire  to  hope  it  fliould  have  no 
more  occafion  for  military  men.     The  army  re-  282. 
venged  that  infinuation,  and  the  ftrift  regulati- 
ons their  emperor  made  them  obferve.     The 
moment  after,  confounded  at  the  violence  they 
had  ufed  to  fo  great  a  prince ;  they  honoured  his 
memory,  and  gave  him  for  fucceflor,  Carus,  who 
was  no  lefs  zealous  for  difcipline  than  himfelf. 
This  valiant  prince  revenged  his  predeceQbr,  and  283. 
quelled  the  Barbarians,  to  whom  the  death  of 
Probus  had  given  frefti  courage.     He  marched 
into  the  Eaft  to  fight  the  Perfians  with  Nume- 
rian  his  fecond  fon,  and  fent  agaihft  the  northern 
enemies  his  eldeft  fon  Carinus,  whom  he^made 
Cefar.     This  was  the  fecond  dignity,  and  next 
ftep  to  the  empire.     The  whole  Eaft  trembled 
before  Carus :  Mefopotamia  fubmitted :  the  di- 
vided  Perfians   could  not   refift  him.     Whilft 
every  thing  gave  way  to  him,  heaven  ftopt  his  284, 
career,  by  a  flafh  of  lightning.     Numerian  al- 
moft   cried  out  his  .eyes  for  him.     What  dire 
efte<Sls  has  the  defire  of  reigning  upon  the  heart ! 
His  father-in-law  Aper,  far  from  being  touched 

with 
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A.  D»        With  his  iiiftreis^  murdered  him  l  but  Diocleliait 
285.         revenged  his  deaths  md  arrived  at  length  to  th^ 
empire^  which  he  had  fo  ardently  defired.     Cari-^ 
nus  romed  KimStK  in  fpite  of  his  fi^ftnefs^  and 
beat  Diocletian.  (  but  was  flain,  in  the  purfuitj  by 
one  of  his  own  men,  whofe  wife  he  had  debauch- 
ed>     Thus  the  empire  got  rid  of  the  mod:  vio-< 
lent  and  moft  abandoned  of  all  men*    Diocletiati 
governed  with  vigour,  but  with  m  infupportable 
286»         raniity*     In  order  to  make  head  againft  ib  many 
etuBimes,  that  were  rifing  up  againft  him  on  au 
iides^  both  at  home  and  abroad,  he  named  Maxi-^ 
mian  emperor  with  him ;  but  took  care,  how- 
ever, to  preferve  tne  chief  authority  to  himfelf. 
291.         Each  emperor  made  a  Cefar.  Conftantius  Chlo- 
ins  and  ualerius  were  raifed  tb  that  high  ftation^ 
The  four  princes  were  hardly  able  to  mpport  thi$ 
burdeti  of  fo  many  wars*    Diocletian  fled  Rome^ 
*  which  he  found  too  free,  and  fettled  at  Nicome- 
dia^  where  he  obtained  adoration,  after  the  man«- 
^47.         ner  of  the  people  of  the  Eaft*     Mean  while  tht 
Eufcbi.  Hift.    Perfiand,  vanquiihed  by  Galerius,  gave  up  to  the 
brat.  Conili   Komans  large  provinces,  and  Whole  kingdoms^ 
a^  ^/?f  •  ^*  After  to  gfeat  fuccefTes,  Galerius  will  no  longer 
Moit.  Pern   ^^  ^  fubjeft^  and  fcorns  the  name  of  Ccfar*     H^ 
1. 17^18.       beginb   With  intimidating  Maximian«     A  long 
illnefs  had  funk  the  fpirit  of  Diocletian^  and  Ga- 
leriiis,  though  his  fon<^in»law,  forced  him  to  quifi 
thp  reihs  of  empire^     Maximiali  wa^  obliged  td 
follow  his  example*     Thus  the  empire  came  in- 
to the  hands  of  Conftantius  ChlorUs^  and  Gale- 
rius; and  two  neW  Cefars^  SeVerus  and  Maxi- 
304^         mine,  were  created  in  their  place  by  the  depofed 
emperors*    The  fiauls,  ^pa|U^  aadXireat-Britaiti 

weiij 
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were  happy,  but  too  fhort  while,  uttder|Mftiftan- A\I). 
^s  Chlorus.     Being  an  enemy  to  extoltf^,  and     ^*  ^ 
therefore  accufed  of  ruining  the  Fin^^^gps,  he    -^t-'    .  ^J 
fhewed  that  he  had  immenle  trcafurel^  in  th^'    <.^^ 
good-will  of  his  fubjecfts.     The  reft  of  Qke-^-  ^;>*    ^-^   ^f^/ 


^^■■ 


6 

pire  foffered  greatly  under  fo  many  emperoS^^^  si^^^^ 


Ce&rs :  officers  multiplied  with  princes :  cxot||L^!^!^^ 


ces  and  exaftions  were  infinite.     Young  Co 
tine,   fon   of  Conftantius    Chlorus,  begun 
diftinguiih  himfcif :  but  he  was  in  the  hands  of 
Gderius,     That  emperor,  jealous  of  his  rifing 
glory,  expofed  him  daily  to  new  perils.     He 
was  obliged  to  fight  wild  beafts  by  way  of  exer* 
dfe  :  but  Galerius  was  no  lefs  to  be  feared  than 
they.     Conftantine  having  at  length  got  out  of 
his  hands,  found  his  father  expiring.     At  this  ^064 
time  Maxentius,  (on  of  Maximian,  and  fijh^in- 
law  of  Galerius,  made  himfelf  emperor  at  Rome,     . 
in  fpite  of  his^  father-in-law ;  and  inteftine  divi- 
lions  were  added  to  the  other  calamities  of  the 
flate.     The  image  of  Conftantine,  who  had  juftXaa.  de.Mow. 
fucceeded  his  father,  being  carried  to  Rome,  ac-^^^^*^'*^'*^' 
cording  to  cuftom,    was  reje^ed  there  by  or*  307. 
der  of  Maxentius.     The  receiving  of  the  images 
was  the  ufual  form  of  acknowledging  new  prin-   . 
ces*     War  is  prepared  fof  on  ^  fides.     Th^  '^ 

Cefer  Severus,  whom  Galei'ius  fent  againft 
Wbxentius,  made  him  tremble  in  the  heart  of 
Ron:^4  In  order  to  Procure  foAie  cdmfort  under 
his  pahie,  he  recalled  hi^  father  Maximian. 
The  anibitioiis  did  man  (plitt^  his  retreat^ 
where  he  was  but  with  feliiAance ;  and  en- 
deavoured, in  vain,  to  draw  Diocletian  his 
colleague  ftom  the  gaf  dto  he  eultivated  at  Salo*^ 

na* 
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A,  D.         na.     At  the  name  of  Maximian,  a  fecond  time 

emperor,  Severus's  foldiers  defert  him.     The 

old  emperor  caufes-  him  to  be  put  to  death ;  and 

at  the  fame  time,  to  ftrengthen  himfelf  againft 

.  Galerins,  he  gives  his  daughter  Faufta  to  Con- 

Laa.ibid.  a8,ftantine.     Galerius  wanted  alfo    fome  fupport 

49>  3o,.3'»  3»'after  the  death  of  Severus :  and  this  it  was  tjhat 

made  him  refolve  to  name  Licinius  emperor: 

but  this  choice    provoked  Maximine,  who,   in 

quality  of  Cefar,  thoiight  himfelf  neareft  to  the 

lupreme  dignity.     Nothing  could  perfuade  him 

to  fubmit  to  Liciniufe,  and  he  rendered  himfelf 

independent  in  the  Eaft. 

There  remained  fcarce  any  thing  to  Galerius 
.    but  Illyria,  whither  he  had  retired,  when  driven 
out  of  Italy.     The  reft  of  the  Weft  obeyed 
Maximian,  his  foaMaxentius,  and  his  fon-in-law 
Conftantine.     But  he  did  not  chufe  his  own  chil-  . 
dren,  any  more  than  ftrangers,  for  partners  in 
3 10.         the  empire.     He  endeavoured  to  drive  his  fon 
Maxentius  out  of  Rome,  but  was  expelled  by 
him.     Conftantine,  who  received  him  into  the 
Gauls,  found  him  no  lefs  perfidious.     After  va- 
rious atten:^)ts,  Maximian  formed  a  final  plot, 
,  in  whiph  he  thought  to  have  engaged  his  daugh- 
Xa5l.  ibid.  4»,ter  Faufta  againft  her  huft)and.     She  deceived 
♦5r  him;  and  Maximian,  who  fancied  he  had  killed 

3'^*  Conftantine,  by  killing  the  eunuch  they  had  put 
in  his  bed,  was  forced  to  lay  violent  hands  on 
himfelf.  A  new  war  breaks  out  •,  and  Maxen- 
tius, under  pretext  of  revenging  his  father^  de- 
,  clares  againft  Conftantine,  who  marches  to  Rome 
with  his  trdops.  At  the  fame  time,  he  caufes 
the  ftatues  of  Maximian  to  be  thrown  down :  • 

thofe 
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thofe  of  Diocletian,  which  ftodd  next  to  them,  A.  D. 
ftiared  the  fame  fate.     Diocletian's  repofe  was 
difturbed  by  this  piece  of  contempt,  and  he  died 
ibme  time  after  as  much  of  vaxation  as   old 

age*  ,  . 

In  thofe  times  Rome,  a  conftant  enemy  tofiufefe.^vii/. 

Chrifti^nity,  made  a  laft  effort  to  extinguifh' it,^^^*:^^^^-^* 
inftead  of  which  fhe  '  compleated   its  eftabiilh-i.  ^^/ 
ment.     Galerius,  marked  by  hiftorians  as   the 
author  of  the  laft  perfecution,  two  years  beford 
he   had   obliged  Diocletian  to  quit  the  empire^ 
forced  him  to  make  that  bloody   edi<St,  which 
commanded  the  Chriftians  to  be  perfecuted  more 
violently  than  ever.      Maximian,    who  hated t ai<Si. dcMort. 
thejfi,  and  had  nevef  ceafed  tormenting  them,^^^^'  ^  ^  ^^' 
fpirited  up  the  magiftrates  and  executioners :   ^q24 
but  his  violence,     however  exceflive,  did  not 
equal  that-  of  Maximine  and   Galerius.      NeW 
punifliments  were  daily  invented.     The  modefty 
of  the  Chriftian  virgins  was .  no  lefs  attacked 
than  their  faith.     The  ftridteft  feacch  was  made 
for  the  facred  books,  in  order  to  abolifh  the 
very  memory  of  them,  and  the  Chriftians  durft 
not  have  them  in  their  houfes,  nor  almoft  pre- 
fume  to  read  them.     Thus^  after  three  hundred 
years  perfecution,   the  nialice  of  the  perfecutors 
oecame  ftill   more  inveterate.     The  Chriftians 
wearied  them  out  by  their  patience.     The  peo- 
ple, touched  with   their  holy  life,  turned  con- 
verts  in    great    numbers.     Galerius    defpaired 
of  being  able  to  fupprefs   them.     Struck  with  3 li. 
an  extraordinary  difeafe,  he  revoked  his   edifts, 
and  died  the  death  of  Antiochus,  with  as  falfc 
a  repentance..    Maximine  continued  the  perfecu-  ji;^. 

I  tion: 
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A.  p.         tioft  i  but  Coiiftahtine  the  great,  k  wife  and  vifto- 

rtous  prince,  puHickly  embraced  Chriftianity. 

XI Epoch.  This  celebrated  declaration  of  Conftantme 

^^^Tf  ""'happened  in  the  3i2thyear  of  our  Lord.  Whilft 

the  church,     he  was  befieging  Maxentius  in  Rome,  a  flaming 

crofs  af^eared  to  him  in  the  air,  before  all  the 

people,  with  an   infcription  that  proinifed   hhn 

vicSlory  :  the  fame  thing  is  confirmed  to  him  in 

a  dream.     Nes^t  day  he  gained  that  celebrated 

battle,  which  ridded  Rome  of  a  tyrant,  and  the 

church  of  a  perfecutor.    The  crofe  was  difpiayed 

^   the  defence  of  the  Roman  people,  and  of 

llijj         the  whole  empire.     A  little  after  Maxinune  was 

vanquished  by  Licinius,   who  was  then  in  good 

terms  with  Conftantine,  and  made  an  exit  Mke 

that  of   Galerius.      Peace    was   given  to  the 

churchi     C<jnftantine  loaded   her  with  honours 

and  richesi     Viftory  followed  him  wherever  hc- 

went^  and  the  Barbarians  were  quelkd,  as  well 

by  him  aS  his  children*     Mean  time  Licinius 

falls  out  with  him,  arid  renews  the  perfecution. 

3154         Beat  by  fea  and  land,  he  is  forced  to  quit  the 

324^         empire^  and  at  laft  to  lofe  his  life.     About  this 

32^4         time  Conftantine  aflembled  at  Nice  in  Bithyma 

the  firft  general  council,  where  311  bifhops,  who 

represented  the  whole  church,  condemned  the 

prkft  Ai'lUg,  dppofer  of  the  divinity  of  the  Son 

of  God  J  and  drew  up  the  creed,  wherein  the 

cohfubftantiality  of  the  Father  and  Son  is  efta* 

blifhed.     The  priefts  o{   the  Roman  church, 

fent  by  pope  Sylvefter,  took  place  of  all  the 

Gth  Sync,     biihops  in  that  afTembly,  and  an  ancient  Greek 

J^*:5^"*^**- author  reckons  among  the  legates  of  the  iioly 

'  ^^'  fee,  the  celebrated  Ofius  biihop  of  Cordubs^ 

(oow 
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{now  Cordova)  who  prefided  at  the  councils  A.  D« 
Conftantine  took  his  feat  in  it,  and  received  its 
decifions  as  an  oracle  from  Heaven.  The  Ari^ 
axis  concealed  their  errors,  and -recovered  his 
.  i^ood  graces  by  diflimulation.  Whilft  his  valour  326. 
Maintained  the  empire  in  profound  tranquillity, 
iiis  own  family's  peace  was  difturbed  by  the 
artifices  of  Faufta  his  wife.  CriQ>us,  fon  of 
Conftantine,  but  of  another  marriage,  being 
accuied  by  this  ftep^mother,  of  having  at* 
tempted  to  feduce  her,  found  his  father 
inflexible.  His  death  was  quickly  revenged* 
;Faufta,  convi6ted,  was  fuftbcated  in  the  bath. 
•But  Conftantine,  diihonoured  by  <  the  wickednei^ 
of  His  wife,  derived  at  the  fame  time  a  great  de^l 
of  honour  from  the  pietv  of  his  mother..  She 
rdtfcovered  in  the  ruins  or  the  ancient  Jerufalem, 
•dxe  true  crofs,  faid  to  have  been  produAive  of 
jniracles.  The  holy  fepulchre  was  aUb  found* 
The  new  city  of  Jerufalem  which  Hadrian  had 
j>uilt^^e  grotto  where  the  Saviour  of  the  world 
'Was 'bom,  and  all  the  holy  places  were  adorned 
with  ftateiy  temples  by  Helen  and  Conftantine^. 
:Four  years  after,  the  emperor  rebuilt  Byzantium,  3  30, 
.  which  he  called  Conftantinople,  and  made  it  the 
ifecond  fee  of  the  empire.  The  church,  p^ce** 
-ful  under  Conftantine,  was  cruelly  affli^ed  in 
.Perfia.  An  infinite  number  of  martyrs  fignali'- 
.zed  their  faidi.  The  emperor  endeavoured  in  336, 
vain  to. pacify  Sapor,  and  bring  him  over  to 
Chriftiamty.  Conftantine'a  prote<9ion  afforded 
(the  perfecuted  Chriftians,  only  a  favourable  re» 
treat.  This  prince,  bleflfed  by  the  whole  church,  337* 
died  fuU  of  joy  and  hppe»  after  dividing,  the  em- 
>  1 2  plre 
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A.  Dj  ..    -pire  atnongft  his   three  fons,  Conftantine,  Con- 
ftantius   and  Conftans.     Their  unity  was  foon 
340i         diftiirbed.    .Conftantine  perifhed  in  the  war  he 
had  with  his  brother  Conftans,  about  the  limits 
.'        X)f  their    empire.     Conftantius    and    Conftans 
agreed  but  little   better.     Conftans  maintained 
the  Nicene  faith,  which  Conftantius  as  ftrenuoully 
bppofedi     Then  did  the  church  admire  the  long 
fufferings  of  St;  Athanafius,.  patriarch  of  Alex- 
andria,    and  defender  of  the  •  council  of  Nice; 
341^         ThrUft  out  of  his   fee   by  Conftantius,  he  was 
Boc.Hift.       car^nically  re^invefted  by  pope   Julius  I.  and 
€o2om.  iii.  8*  Corriftfths  i^tiftcd  the  decree.     This  good  prince 

350.  lived  not  long;  The  tyrant  Magnentius  treaehe- 

351.  roufly  murdered  him:  but  foon  after^ being  Van* 
xjuiftied  by  Conftantius^  he  killed  himfelf  alfo. 
In  the  battle^  wherein   his  affair^  were  ruined, 

353.         -VAlensv  ^^  Arian  biftiop,  having  had  private  in^- 

tellig^nte  from  his  friends,  aflured  Conftantius,  , 

kh&t  ^tbS   tyrant's   aitny  was  put  to  flight j  and 

made  the  weak  emptror  believe  that  he  knew  it 

Ijy  revelation.  Upon  this  forged  revelation^  Con- 

'ftantius   delivers  himfelf  over  to    die  Arians; 

The  orthodox  bifliops  are  expelled  their  fees  t 

Ith^  whole  church  is  filled  with  confuflon  and 

trouble*,  the  conftancy  of  pope  Liberius  gives 

-way  to  tht  tedioufnefs  of  exile;  torments  over^ 

^i^fj.         come  old  Ofius  j  formerly  the  main  pillar  of  the 

2/:o!    >    -church  t  the  council  of  Rimihi,  £6  fteady  at  firft, 

yields  at Jaft through  fui*prize  and  violence:  na- 

-thing  is  done  in  order  or  formi  the  emperor's 

d^tbofity  is  the  only  lawi  but  the  Arians^  who 

*;  1 J   .have  thereby  the  whole   management,    cannot 

agree  '^ong«  themfelves,    and    change  :  their 

*  v  ..  ^  creed 
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creed  everyday:  the  Nicene  faith  ftands  firmrA,  D,        \ 
St.  Athanafius,  and   St.   Hilary,  bifhop  of  Poi- 
tiers, its  principal  champions,  make  themfelves 
renowned  over  all  the  earth,     Whilft  the  em- 
peror Conftantius,  taken  up  with  the  affairs  of 
Arianifm,  negleded  thofe  of  the  empire,  the 
Perfians  got  great  advantages.     The  Germans   ^ry^ 
and  Francs  attempted  on  all  hands  an  entrance   or 8, 
into  the  Gauls.     Julian  the  emperor's .  coufin,   org^ 
ftppt  their  career,  and  beat  them.     The  emperor   260, 
himfelf  defeated  the  Sarmatians,  and  marched   ogj^ 
againft  the  Perfians.     Then  appear  Julian's  re-?     * 
yolt  againft  the  emperor,  his  apoftacy,  the  death 
pf  Conftantius,  the  reign  of  Julian,  his  equitable 
government,  and  the  new  kind  of  perfecution  he 
made  the   church  undergo.     He  fomented  her 
divifions  •,  he  excluded  the   Chriftians  not  only       .  "'  \, 
from  honours,  but  from  ftudies ;  and  by  imita^ 
ting  the  holy  difcipline  of  the  church,he  thought 
to  turn  her  own  arms  againft  her.     Puniihments 
were  contrived,  and  appointed,  under  other  pre* 
texts,  than  that  of  religion,     Xhe  Chriftians  c©n^ 
tinued  faithful  to  their  emperor  i  but  that  glory  363, 
he  too   greedily  purfued,   proyed  the  caufe  of 
fhortening  his  days :  he  was  flain  in  Perfia,  where   364, 
he  had  engaged  himfelf  raftily,     Jovian  his  fqc-   ^66. 
jpeflbr,  a  zealoi^s  Chriftian,found  things  defperate,   367^ 
and  lived   only  to  conclude  ^  ftiameful  peace.   368, 
After  him  Valentinian  made  war  like  a  great  capr   370. 
tain:  he  carried  his  fon  Gratian  very  young  tp   371.  ficcj, 
;it,  maintained  military  difcipline,  beat  the  Bar- 
barians, fortified  the  frontiers   of  the  empire, 
and  proteded    the  Nicene  faith    in  the  Weft. 
'Y.alci^?  ^i§  brother^  whom  he  jnade  his  colleagug,^ 

I  3  perfecuteii . 
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A.  D.         perfecuted  it  in  the  Eaftj  and  neither  being  able 
to  gain  nor  to  crufh  St.   Bafil  and  St.  Gregory 
Natianzeh,  he  gave  over  all  hopes  of  conquering 
it.     Some  Arians  added  new  errors  to  die  for- 
Epiph.  haer*    iner  tenets  of  the  feft.     Acrius^  an  Arian  pricft^ 
75.  Aug.  haer.jj  j^^aifded  in  the  writings  of  the  fathers  as  an* 
thor  of  a  new  herefy,  for  having  pat  the  priefb? 
hood  on  a  level  with  the  Epifcop^te,  and  for 
having  judged  ufelefs  the  prayers  and  oblations^ 
which  the  whole  chul-ch  made  for  the  dead.     A 
third  error  of  that  Herefiarch  was,  his  reckon- 
ing  among  the  fervitudes  of  the  law,  the  ob- 
fervance  of  certafin  ftated  fafts,  and  pretending 
that  fafting  fhould  always  be  free.     He  was  ftiB 
alive,  when  St.  Epiphanius  wrote  his  cdebrated 
hiftory  of  hereiies,  wherein  hfe  i6  refuted  widi 
'275.         the  reft.     St.  Martin  was  made  bifhop  of  Tours^ 
and  filled  the  whole  world  widi  the  noife  of  his 
fandity  and  miracles,  not  only  during  his  fife* 
time,  but  after  his  death.     Valentinian  died  af- 
ter a  violent  fj)eech  he  made  to  the  enemies  of 
the  empire :  his  impetuous  paffion,  which  ren- 
dered him  dreaded  by  others,  at  laft  proved 
fatal  to  himfelf,     Gratian  his  fucceflbr  beheld 
without  envy  the  promotion  of    his  younge^ 
brother  Valentinian  11.  who  was  made  emperOr^ 
though  but  nine  year^  old^     His  mother  Jufti- 
na,   a  proteftrefs  of  the  Arians,  governed  du* 
ring  his  minority.     Here  we  fee  in  a  few  years 
fome    wonderful    events  :    the    revolt  of   the 

377.  Goths  againft  Valens  *,  that  prince  leaving   the 

378.  Perfians  to  fupprefs  the  rebels ;  Gratian  hafting 
to  join  him,  after  getting  a  fignal  viftory  over 
the  Germans  :    Valens,  refolving  to  conquer 

alone. 
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9kme,  precipitates  the  %ht,   in  which   he  isA<D« 
iroutednear  Adrianople.     The  Goths,  viAorioiis, 
burn  him  alive  in  a  village,  whither  he  had  re^ 
tired.     Gratian,  overburdened  widi  aifairs,  aA 
Ibciates  in  the  empire  the  great  Theodofius,  and 
quits  to   him  the  Earf.     The  Goths  are  van-  379^ 
quiihed  :  all  the  Barbarians  gre  kept  in  awe,  and^ 
what  Theodofius  no  lefs  valued,  the  Macedoni- 
an heretics,  who  denied  the  divinity  of  the  Holy 
Gfaoft,  are  condemned  in  the  council  of  Con*  381, 
ftantinople.      There  was   none  but  the  Greek 
church  there :  the  confent  of  all  the  Weft,   and 
of  pope  Damafus,  conferred  on  it  the  appellati^ 
on  of  the  fecond  general  council,     Whilft  The- 
odofius fioverned  with  fo  much  fortitude  and 
Aicce(s,  Gratian,  who  was  no  lt&   valiant    or  383^ 
pious,    being  defcrted    by    his   troops  wholly 
made  up- of  foreigners,  fell  a  facrifice  to  the  ty-      / 
rant  Moximus.     The  church  and  empire  lamentrr  386, 
ed  that  good  prince.     The  tyrant  reigned  in  the  387, 
Gauls,  and  feemed  to  content  himfelf  with  that 
diftrift.     The  emprefs  Juftina  publifhed,  under  ^ 

her  fort's  name,  edids  in  favour  of  Arianifm,  St. 
Ambrcfe,biihop  of  Milan,  oppofed  to  her  no-i 
thing  hut:  found  doftrine,  prayers  and  patience^  ' 
and  inade  ihift  by  fuch  arms,  no,t  only  to  preferve 
IN)  the  church -the  cathedrals,  which  the  h^retics^ 
wanted  40  pofiefs,  but  alfo  to  gain  oyer  the 
yqung  emperor.  In  the  mean  time  Maximum  19 
ftn^rihg  again,  and  Juftina  ftnds  none  more  faiths, 
ful  th^i  ^e  Holy  biihop,  whom  (he  was  treating 
asaj?ebel.  She  fends  him  to  the  tyrant,  whcr 
proves  inflexible  to  dJl  he  can  fky.  The  young 
Vaiczx(inianis-forced-to  t^^flightwit^  hi^  mo-.^ 
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^y  D,  ther,  Maximus  makes  himfelf  mafter  at  Rome, 
wh^re  he  revives  the  facrifices  of  the  falfe  gods, 
in  complaifance  to  the  fenate,  ftill  almoft  wholly 

388,  ,  ,  pagan.  After  he  had  got  pofleffion  of  all  the 
Weft,  and  at  the  time  he  thought  himfelf  moft 
fecure,  Theodofius,  aflifted  by  the  Francs,  defeat- 
ed him  in  Pannonia,  beiieged  him  in  Aquileia, 
and  fufFered  him  to   be  flain  by  his  foldiers. 

39-^?  Now  abfolute  mafter  of  both  empires,  he  refto- 
red  that  of  the  Weft  to  Valentinian,  who  did  not 
keep  it  long.  This  young  prince  both  promoted 
and  degraded  in  extremies  Arbogaftus,  a  captaitf 
of  the  Francs,  valiant  and  difinterefted ;  but  ca- 
pable of  maintaining,  by  all  fort  of  crimes,  the 
power  he  had  acquired  over  the  troops.  He 
raifed  the  tyrant  Eugenius,  who  could  do  no- 
thing but  talk,  and  killedValentinian,  who  would 
no  longer  have  the  proud  Franc  for  his  mafter. 
This  deteftable  deed  was  done  hard  by  Vienne, 
in  the  country  of  the  Gauls.  St.  Ambrofe, 
whom  the  young  emperor  had  fent  for,  in  order 
to  receive  baptifm  from  him,  deplored  his  lofs, 
and  had  good  hopes  of  his  falvation.     His  death 

394.  did  not  remain  unpuniftied.  A  vifible  miracle 
gave  Theodofius  vidlory  over  Eugenius,  and  the 
falfe  gods,  whofe  worftiip  that  tyrant  had  re- 
eftablifhed.  Eugenius  was  taken:  there  was  a 
neceflity  of  making  him'  a  facrifice  to  the  public 
vengeance,  and  to  quafli  the  rebellion  by  his 
death.  The  haughty  Arbogaftus  killed  him- 
felf, rather  than  have  recourfe  to  the  conquer  -s 
clemency,  which  all  the  reft  of  the  rebels  had  ex- 
perienced. Theodofius  now  alone  was  the  de- 
light, 4nd  wonder  of  .the  world.     He  fupported 

religion  I 
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religion;  he  put  heretics  to  filence;  he  abblifhedA.D* 
the  impure  facrifices  of  the  Heathens ;  he  cor- 
reded  efFeminacy,  and  reftrained  fuperfluous  ex- 
pences.  He  humbly  confefled  his  faults,  and  fin- 
cerely  repented  of  them.  He  liftened  to  St.  Am-  390^ 
brofe,  a  celebrated  doAor  of  the  church,  who  re- 
proved him  for  his  paffion,the  only  vice  of  fo  great 
a  prince.     Though  always  yiftorious,  he  never 
made  war  but  through  neceflity.     He  rendered  395^ 
the  nations  happy,  and  died  in  peace,  more  glori- 
ous by  his  faith  than  ]>is  viftories.     In  his  time  386. 
St.  Jerom,  a  prieft,  having  retired  to  the  facred  ^Sy. 
grotto  of  Bethlehem,  undertook  immenfe  labours, 
in  order  to  expound  the  Scripture :  he  read  all 
the  interpreters,  fearched  all  the  hiftories,  both 
facred  and  profane,  that  could  give  any  light  to 
it,  and  compofed  from  the  original  Hebrew  that 
verfion  of  the  Bible,  which  the  whole  church  has 
received  under  the  name  of  Vulgate.     The  em- 
pire, that  feemed  invincible  under  Theodofius, 
changed  its  afped  all  at  once,  under  his  two  fons. 
Arcadius  had  the  Eaft^  and  Honorius  the  Weft : , 
they  both,  being  governed  by  their  magiftrates, 
made  their  power  fubfervient  to  private  interefts. 
Rufinus  and  Eutropius,  fucceffively  favourites  of  ^q,-^ 
Arcadius,  and  one  as  wicked  as  the  other,  quick-   oqq^ 
ly  fell;  and  affairs  went  never  the  better  under  ^q^. 
io  weak  a  prince.     His  wife  Eudoxia  made  him  404* 
perfecute  St.  John  Chryfoftom,  patriarch  of  Con- 
ftantinople,  and  the  light  of  the  Eaft.     Pope 
Innocent,  and  all  the  Weft,  fupported  that  great 
bifttop  againft  Theophilus,  patriarch  of  Alexan- 
dria, minifter  of  the  emprefs's  violence.     The 
Weft  was.difturbed  by  the  incurfionof  Barr 

barianis. 
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4' 3* 
414. 

415- 


Bamn$.  Radagaife,  a  Goth  and  Heathen,  ra^a* 
ged  Italy.  The  Vandals,  a  Gothic  and  Ariian 
nation,  ieized  on  part  pf  Gaul,  and  ipread  them* 
feives  into  Spain.  Alaric,  king,  of  the  Vifigoths^ 
sffi  Arian  people,  tompetted  Honorius  to  yield 
up  to  himthofe  krge  provinces  already  poflefTed 
by  the  Vandals.  Stifico,  embarrafled  with  fo 
many  Barbarians,  beats  them^  favours  tt^em, 
plays  booty  with  them,  breaks  with  tSiem,  fkcri* 
fices  all  to  his  intereft;  and,  neverdiek&,  pre«- 
lerves  the  empire,  which  he  had  a  ddign  to 
ufiirp.  Mean  while  Arcadios  died,  who  ti^ught 
the  Eaft  1i>  deftitute  of  good  fubjefts,  that  he  put 
Ids  fen  Theodo&ffi,  a  child  of  eight  years  old, 
under  the  tuition  of  Ifdegerd^  king  of  ^rfia« 
Btrt  Pulcheria,  the  young  emperor*«  fifter,pro<^ed 
capable  of  ^reat  aifairs.  Xheodofius's  jempire 
was  fopportol  by  the  prudence,  and  ipicty  of 
that  princefs.  ^  That  of  Honorius  Cocmtd  near 
Its  ruin.  He  caufed  Stiiico  to  be  put  to  death, 
but  could  not  fill  his  place  with'  fo  able  a  minif- 
ter.  The  revolt  of  Conftantine,  the  total  lofe  of 
Gaul  and  Spain,  the  taking  and  facking  of  Rome 
by  the  arms  of  Alaric  and  the  Vifigoths,  were 
the  cohfequence?  of  Stilico's  death.  Ataxilph^ 
more  furious  than  Alaric,  pillaged  Roroe  a-new, 
asid  thougl^t  of  nodiing  Ids  than  aboliftiing  the 
Roman  name :  but  for  the  happinefs  ofvthe  em* 
pire,  he  feiT^cd  Placidia  the  emperor^i  iifter. 
That  captive  princefe,  whom  he  married,  molli- 
fied him.  The  Goths  treated  with  the  Romans, 
and  e^ftabliihed  themfelves  in  Spain,  re&rvwg  in 
the  Gauls  the  provinces  that  lay  towards  the 
Pyrenees.    Their  king  Vallia  c^dud^  thofe 
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great  ddigns  wifely.     Spaih  ihewed  iier  con^A.D« 
ftwcy,  nOr  did  her  faith  fufier  any  akeradcm 
under  the  dominion  of  thofe  Arians.     Mean 
labile  the  Burgundtans,  a  German  people,  ieized 
vpon  the  neighbonrhobd  of  the  Rhine,  whence 
by  degrees  they  gained  the  country  that  ftill 
bears  tneir  name.     The  Francs  did' not  forget  420, 
themfelves :    refolved  to  ihake  new  efforts  to 
open  a  paffage  into  the  Gauls,  they  raifed  to  the 
royalty  Pharamond,  fpn  of  Marcomir  ;  and  the 
monarchy  of  France,  the  moil  ancient  asnd  ttiofi: 
noble  in  the  worlds  took  its  rife  under  him.  The  423, 
unfortunate  Honorius  died  without  iflue,   and 
without  providinc  for  the  empire.     Theodofius  424.. 
named  emperor  his  coufin  Valentinian  III.  {on 
of^Placidia  and  of  jConfbuitius  her  fecond  huf- 
band  ;  and  placed  him,  during  his  minority, 
under  the    guardianfhip   of     his   mother,    to 
whom    he   gave    the  title    of  emprefs.      In  412. 
thofe  times  Cdeflius  and  Felan^itis  denied  ori-  41^. 
ginal    fin,    and .  the    grace    wneneby    we    are 
ChfifHans.     In  fpite  of  their  dittimulations,  the  416, 
African  councils  coftdchmed  them.     The  popes,  417. 
Innocent  and  Zozimus,  whom  pope  CeJeftine 
afterwards  followed,  ratified  the  fentcnce,  and. 
extended  it  throughout  all  the  world.    St.  Au- 
gufline    confuted    thofe     dangerous     heretics, 
and  enlightened  the  Whole  church  by  his  admi- 
rable Writings.     The  fame  father,    backed  by 
St.  Profpfer  his  difciple,  'flopped  the  mouths  of 
the  Demi-pelagians,  who  attributed  the  begins 
ning  of  juflification  arid  faith  to  the  fole  power . 
of  freje-will.      An  age  fb  unfortunate  for  the 
|mpire,  and  whicK  •gave  birth  to  fo  many  here- 
'   '  .  fies. 
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A.  D^  fics,  proved,  neverth'elefs,  happy  for  Chriftiani- 
ty.  No  commotion  (hook  it,  no  herefy  corrupted 
it.  The  church,  fruitful  in  great  men,  con- 
founded all  errors.  After  the  perfecutions,  God 
was  pleafed  to  make  the  ^ory  of  his  martyrs  to 
fhine  forth  confpicuous :  all  hiflories  and  other 
writings,  are  full  of  the  miracles,  which  their 
aid  implored,  and  tombs  honoured^  wrought 
406.         through  the  whole  earth.     Vigilantius,  who  op- 

Hier.  cont.     pofed  fo  received  opinions,  being  refuted  by  St. 

4c^pt.^ccl.  Jcroni,  remained  without  a  follower  :  theChrifti- 
an  faith  grew  daily  ftronger,  and  more  extended. 
But  the  empire  of  the  Weft  was  at  ^e  loweft 
extremity  :  attacked  by  fo  many  eneniies,  it  was 
al(b  weakened  by  the  jealoufies  of  its  gene- 
rals. By  the  artifices  of  Aetjps,  Boniface,  count 
of  Afric,  became  fufpefted  by  Placidia.  The 
count,  ill  ufed,  brought  from  Spain  Genferic  and 
the  Vandals,  whom  the,  Goths  were  expelling 
that  coimtry,  and  too  late  repented  his  calling 
them.  Afric  was  taken  from  the  empire.  The 
■  church  fuffered  infinite  calamities  from  the  vio- 
lence of  thofe  Arians,  and  faw  a  noble  army  of 
Martyrs  crowned.  Two  dreadful  herefies  arofe :  , 
429^  Neftorius,  patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  divided 
theperfon.of  J^sus  Christ;  and  twenty  years 
after,  Eutyches,  an  abbot,  confounded-  his  two- 
^^o.  fold  nature.  St.  Cyril,  patriarch  of  Alexandria, 
oppofed  Neftorius,  who  was  condemned  by  pope 

430.  Celeftine.     The  council  of  Ephefus,  the  third 
general,  in  execution  of  this  fentence,  depofed 

43 1.  Neftorius,  ai^d  confirmed  the  decree  of  St,  Celef- 
Fart  ii.  Cone,  fine,  whom  thc  biftiops  of  the  council  call  their 

f5sint!depof.  ^^^^^^  ^^  their  definition.     The  holy  virgin  wa§ 
KtA.  acknowledged 


UNIVERSAL    history:  125 

adtnowledged  mother  of  'God,  and  St.  Cyril*$  A.  D. 
doftrine  was  celebrated  over  all  the  earth.  The- 
odofius,  after  fome   ftru^les,  fubmitted  to  the 
council,    and  banilhed   Neftorius. ,     Etityches, 
\7h6   did  not  know  how  to  oppofe  that  nerefy 
without  running  into  another  extreme,  was  no 
Jefe  powerfully  caft  out.     Pope   Leo  the  Great^  448. 
condemned  him,  and  refuted  him  at  the  (kmt 
time  by  a  letter,     which  was  revered  through 
the  whole  world.       The    council    of    Chalce- '451.  v  - 
don,  the    fourth  general,  in  which  that  great 
pope  held  the  firft  place,  as  much  from  hislearn- 
ing  as  the  '  authority  of  his  fee,  anathematized 
Eutyches,  and  his  protedor  Diofcorus,  patriarch 
of  Alexandria.     The   council's   letter  to  LeoRdat.s.  Syn. 
fliews,  that  thut  p©pe  prefided  there  by  his  le- chaic.  ad  Le-. 
gates,  as  the  head  over  its  members.     TKe  em-pait.3. 
peror  Marcian  affifted  in  perfon  at  that  great  af- 
fcmbly,  after  the  example  of  Conftantine,  and 
received  its  decifions  with  thie  fame  refpeft.     tte 
had  been  raifed  to  th^  empire  but  a  little  before,    1 
by  Pulcheria*s  marrying  him.     Sheivas  acknow^- 
ledged  emprefs  after  the  death  of  her  brother, 
who   had  left  no  fons.     But  the  empire  muft 
needs  have  a  matter :  Ma'rcian's  virtue  'procured 
him  that  honour.     During  the  time  of  thefe  two 
councils,  Theodoret,  bifhop  of  Cyrus,  made  him- 
felf  famous  i  and  his  doftrine  would  be  without 
.blemifh,  if  the  violent  writings  he  publifhed   a- 
gainft  St.  Cyril,  had  not  flood  in  need  of  too  great 
elucidation^.     Thefe,  however,' he  honeftly  gave, 
and  was  counted  among  the  orthodox  bimops. 
The  Gauls  begun   to  acknowledge  the  Francs. 
Aetius  had  defended  them  .againft  Pharamon<^ 

and 
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A^Di.  flood  dcxfio  the  IpngJi^ed;  hut  Meroveos  y^aB 
jnqre  fuccefsAil,  and  mabde  a  furer  fetdement  in 
them,  mucj^  abiout  the  fame  time  that  the  Angles, 
a  Saxon  people^  invacl^  the  South  part  of  Greats- 
Britain.  They  gave  it  their  name,  and  there 
ibi^ded  ifever^  jcingdgms.  Mean  time  the 
Hvns,  ^  people  from  P^m$  Meotis,  defplaited 
the  yrhole  world  with  an  imaie;ife  army,  under 
|he  conduft  q(  Attila  their  king,  the  moft  ihockr* 
'452.«  if^  ^^1  i^^n* '  Aetiu9,  who  defeated  him  in  the 
^Qli^s,  could  not  prevent  his  ravaging  ](taly« 
Th€  Adriatic  ^flands  afforded  a  retreat  to'n^iiy 
;ig^^  his  4vry.  Venice  aroie  in  the  midft  o£ 
the  witters.  Pope  Leo,  more  powerful  than  Acr* 
tim,  sind  the  Romw  armies,  commanded  rdped 
£rom  th^t  barbarous,  and  heathen  king,  ^nd  &r 
ved  B<>me  ^rom  pillage :  but  ihe  was  foo)(i  after 
^xpofed  tP  it  by  the  debauches  of  her  emperor 
454.  V^Qntinian-  Maximus,  whofe  wife  he  had  ra* 
455*  t^ilhed)  ibund  intieans  to  deftroy  him  by  dif&m^ 
JbUng.ht^  refitment,  and  making  a  merit  of  his 
compliufance.  By  his  deceitful  cQunfels,  the  blinds 
Adiemperor  put  to  death  Aetius,  the  fole  bulwark 
:0f  the.^mpise.  Maximus,  author  of  the  murder, 
feifits  up  the  friends  of  Aetius  to  revenge  it,  and 
io  gets  the  eiy^ror  killed*  By  thefe  fb]^  he 
^{c^nds  the  throne,  'and  compels  the  empre& 
jBudoxia,  daughter  of  the  younger  Theodbiius, 
to  many  him.  In  order  to  get  out  of  his  hands, 
ihe  W95  not  afeud  to  put  herfelf  into  thofe  of  Geo* 
ieric.  Rome  becomes  a  prey  to  the  Barbariaa: 
St.  Xieo  alone  pr^ents  his  putting  every  thing  to 
fire  aud  fword:  the  people  tear  Maximus  to 
l^eces,  Mfhi^hJsl^eir  only,  though  difinal,  con^ 

folation 
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felatiMi  m  tliek*  calamkies.    All  is  embroiled  in  A.  D. 
the  Weft :  we  there  fee  feveral  emperors  rife  and  456. 
fall  almoft  at  the  feme  time.     Majorian  v^as  the  457* 
moft  confiderable.     Avitus  but  ill  fupported  his    ^ 
ntpatSLtion^  and  feved  himfelf  by  a  bifhc^ric. 
The  Gauk  can  ^  longer  hold  out  againft  Mero-  458. 
veus,  and  Childeric  his  fon:  but  the  latter  had 
almoft  Ixien  ruined  fay  his  debauches.     J£his  465. 
fubjeds  expelled  him^  a  faithful  friend,  which  lie 
had  yet  left,  g6t  him  recalled.     His  valour  made 
him  &ared  by  his  enemies,  and  his  conquefts  ex*- 
tended  a  great  way  into  the  Gauls.     Tfa^  Eaftem 
Qiapire  was  peaceable  under  Leo  the  Thracian^  474. 
fiicceflbr  to  Marcian,  and  under  Zeno,  Leo's  fen-  475. 
in4aw  and  fucceflbr.    The  revolt  of  BafiUfcus,  476. 
being  feon  fuppreffed,  caufed  but  a  ftiort  diftur- 
bttnce  to  that  emperor:  but  the  empire  of  the 
Weft  pcriihed  irrecoverably.     Auguftus,  com* 
monly  called  Auguftulus,  fini  oiOffi&ie^  was  the 
laft  empoior  acknowledged  at  Rome,  and  imme** 
di^tely  after  ^^sts  4ifpo(fefled  by  Odoacer,  kins  of 
the  Hberulians.     Thefe  were  a  pec^le  come  mMoa 
the  Euxine  fea,  whofe  dominion  lafted  pot  long. 
In  the  Baft  ^  emperor  Zeno  attempt  to  fig*, 
natize  himfelf  in  an  unheard-of  rn^ui^r .    He  was 
the  firft  of  the  emperors,  that  took  upon  htm  ta 
fettle  points  of  faith.     Whilft  the  Demi-Euty-  482. 
chiians  oppofed  the  council  of  Chalcedon,  he  pub- 
liftted  againft  the  council  his  Henoticum,  t^at  is, 
his  decree  of  union,  detefted  by  the  catholics,  and 
cetidemned  by  pope  pelix  HI.     The  Herulians  483. 
were  foon  driven  out  of  Rome  by  Theodoric,  490. 
king  of  the  Oftrogoths,  or  Eaft  Gotha,  who  491. 
founded  the  .kingdoia  of  ita}y^  and  allowed,.  ^ 

\  '  though 
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A.D.  though  an  Arian,  a  pretty  free  exercife  to  the 
492.  Catholic  religion.  The  emperor  Anaftafius  dis- 
turbed it  in  the  Eaft.  He  trod  in  the  fteps'of 
494,  Zeno  his  predeceflbr,  and  Supported  the  heretics. 
He  thereby  alienated  the  minds  of  the  people^ 
and  could  never  regain  them,  even  by  taking  off 
dieir  heavy  taxes.  Italy  obeyed  Theodoric. 
Odoacer,  hard  put  to  it  in  Ravenna,  endeavoured' 
to  fave  himfelf  by  a  treaty,  which  Theodoric  did 
not  obferve,  and  the  Herulians  were  forced  to 
part  with  every  thing.  Theodoric,  befides  Italy, 
poflefled  alfo  Provence.  In  his  time  St.  Bennet, 
having  retired  into  a  defart  in  Italy,  begun  from 
his  moft  tender  years,  to  praAife  the  holy  max- 
.  ims,  whereof  he  afterwards  compofed  that  excel- 
lent rule,  which  all  the  Weftern  monks  received 
s  with  the  fame  regard,  the  Eaftern  monks  pay  to 
that  of  St.  Bafil.  The  Romans  compleated  the 
overthrow  of  the  Gauls,  by  the  viftories  of  Clo- 
495*  vis,  (on  of  Childeric.  He  gained- alfo  the  battle 
of  Tolbiac  over  the  Germans,  by  the  vow  he 
made  of  embracing  theChriftian  religion,  to  which 
his  wife  Clotilda  was  inceflantly  perfuading  hirti. 
She  was  of  the  houfe  of  the  kings  of  Burgundy, 
and  a  zealous  catholic,  though  her  family  and 
nation  were  Arian.  Clovis,  inftrufted  by  St 
Vaaft,  was  baptized  at  Reims,  with  his  French- 
men, by  St.  Remy,  bifhop  of  that  ancient  metro-- 
polis.     He  alone,  of  all  the  princes  then  in  the 

506.  world,  maintained  the  catholic  faith,  and  merited 

507.  the  title  of  Moji  Chrijlian  to  his  fucceflbrs,.  By 
the  battle  in  Vhich  he  killed  with  his  own  hand 
Aiaric,   king  of   the  Vifigoths,  Touloufe  and 

508.  Aqultain  were  added  to  his  kingdom*    But  the. 

victory 
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vi6toiy  of  the  Oftrogoths  prevented  his  taking  A.  D, 
all  as  far  as   the  Pyrenees,  and  the  eftd  of  his 
reign  fuUied  the  glory  of  its  begirining.     His  510. 
four  children  parted  the  kingdom  among  them, 
and  were  continually  making   attacks   on   One 
ajiother.     Anaftafius  died,  by  lightning*    Juftinj   518. 
of  mean  birth,   but  good  parts,  and  a  thorough 
catholic,  was  made  emperor  by  the  fenate;     He 
fubmitted,  with  all  his  people,  to  the  decrees  of 
pope  Hormifdas;  and  put  an  end  to  the  trou-   5261 
bles  of  the  Eaftern  church.     In  his  time  Boe- 
tius,  a  man  celebrated  for  learning  as  well  as 
birth,  and  Symmachus  his  father-m-law,   both 
railed  to  the  higheft  pofts,  were  ficrificed  to  the 
jealoufy  of  Theodoric,  v»^ho   groundlefsly  fuf- 
pedted  them  of  confpiring  againft  the  fltate.    The 
kins,  troubled  in  mind  for  his  crime,  thought 
he  law  the  head  of  Symmachus  in  a  difti  ferved 
up  to  his  table,  and  died  fome   time  after.     A- 
malafonta  his  daughter,  and  mother  of  Atalaric^ 
who  became  king   by  the  death  of  his  grandfa- 
ther, is  hindered  by  the  Goths  from  giving  the 
young  prince  the  education  fuitable  to  his  birth ;, 
knd  being  forced  to  give  him  up  to  perfotis  of 
his  own  age,  ftie  is  witnefs  to  his  rulhing  him- 
felf^  without  being  able  to  prevent  it.     The  year  52yi'y 
following  Juftin  died,  after  aflbciating  in  the  etn- 
|>ire  his  nephew  Juftinian^  whofe  lohg  reign  is 
cielebrated  for  the  labours  of  Tribonian,  compi- 
ler of  the  Ronxan  law,  and  for  the  exploits  of 
Belifariusj  and  of  the  .eunuch  Narfes.     Thefe 
two  famous  captains  checked  the  Pcrfiahis^  de-   529] 
feated  the  Oftrogbthis  and  Vandals,  aftd  recover-  53 o# 
ed  to  their  mafter  Afric,  italy,  and  Rome  :  but     &c,  . 

K  the 
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A.  D* .  the  emperor,  jealous  of  their  glory,  without 
53 3 •  '  offering  to  take  part  in  their  toils,  gave  them 
534»  .  always  more  trouble  than  affiftance.  The  king- 
532.  dom  of  France  was  receiving  new  acceffions. 
.533.  After  a  long  war,  Childebert  and  Clotaire,  (bns 

of  Clovis,  conquered  the  kingdom  of  Burgundy, 
^32^  ^nd  at  the  fame  time  facrificed  to  their  ambition 
the  children,  yet  minors,  of  their  brother  Clo- 
domir,  whofe  kingdom  they  divided  between 
them*  .  Some  time  after,  and  whilft  Belifarius  fo 
vigorously  attacked  the  Oftrogoths,  what  they 
had  in  the  Gauls,  was  abandoned  to  the  French. 
^France  extended  then  far  beyond  the  Rhine :  but 
the  particular  portions  of  princes,  which  made 
fo  many  kingdoms,  hindered  its  being  united 
tinder  one  and  the  fame  dominion.  Its  principal 
parts  were  Neuftria,  or  Weft  France,  and  Au- 
^3l-  ftrifia,  or  Eaft  France*  The  fame  year  that  Rome 
was  retaken  by  Narfes,  Juftinian  caufed  ta  be 
held  at  Cohftantinople,  the  fifth  general  council^ 
which  confirmed  the  preceding  ones,  and  con- 
demned fome  writings  that  were  favourable  to 
Neftorius*  •  This  is  what  was  called  the  three 
chapters,  on  account  of  the  three  authors,  long 
before  dead,  who  were  theh  in  queftion.  There 
were  condemned  the  memory  and  writings  of 
Theodore  biibop  of  Mopfuefta,  a  Letter  of  Ibas 
bifhop  of  Edeflk,  and  among  Theodoret's  wri^ 
tings,  thofe  which  he  had  compofed  againft  St, 
CyriL  The  books  of  Origen,  which  had  dif-* 
turbed  the  whole  Eaft  for  a  century^  received 
alfp  fentence  of  reprobation*  This  council^ 
though  begun  upon  bad  defigns,  had  a  happy 
Conclufiou  i  and  v/as  received  by  the  holy  fee, 

which 
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Whith   had   at  firft  oppofed    it;       TWb  yearsA.  t);/' 
after  the  council,   Narfes,  who  had  taken  Italy  g^g. 
from  the  Goths,  defended  it  againft  the  French^ 
and  obtained  a  complete  vidory  over  Buceline^ 
general  of  the  troops  of  Auftratfia*     Maugre  all 
thefe  advantages,  Italy  continued  not  long  in  the 
poffeffion  of  the   emperors*     Under  Juftin  II.   568* 
Juftinian*s  nephew,  and  after  the  death  of  Nar- 
fes,  the  kingdom  of  Lombardy  was  founded  by 
Alboim     He  took  Milan  and  Pavia  t  Rome  and 
Ravenna  could  hardly  keep  out  of  his  hands  ^ 
and  the  Lombards  made  the  Romans  fulfer  the  570* 
greateft  hardlhips*     Rome  was  but  poorly  fuc-   57 li 
^  cotrred  by  her  emperors,  whom  the  Arari^  a  Scy*  574* 
thian  nation,  the  Saracens^  a  pe6ple  of  Arabia^ 
and  the  Perfians  more  than  all   the  reft^  were 
harafling  on  all  fides  in  the  Eaft*     juftin^  who 
trufted  none  but  himfelf  arid  his  paffions^  was  al- 
ways beat  by  the  Perfians,  and  their  king  Ghof- 
roes.     So  many  loffes  vexed  him  to  that  de- 
gree, that  he  fell  into  a   Frenzy*     His  wife  Sc*  gfg^ 
pjiia  fupported  the  empire*     The  unfortunate 
prince  recovered  his  fenjTes  too  late^  and  law  up- 
on his  death^bed  -the  villainy  of  his  flatterer^; 
After  him-,   Tiberius   IL  whom  he  had  named  580* 
emperor,  checked  the  enemies,  eafcd  the  pi^ople^ 
and  enriched  himfelf  by  his  arms*     The  vide-   g^u 
rics  of  Maurice  the  Gappadocian,  general  of  his 
armies^  caufed  the  proud  Chofroes  to  die  of  thfe  58^* 
fpleen*     They  were  rewarded  with  the  empire^ 
which  Tiberius  gave  him  at  his  deaths  together 
with  his  daughter  Gonftarttina»     In  this  period 
the  ambitious  Fredegunda^  wife   to  king  GhiU 
perie  L  put   all  -  Fraafee  in  combuftion,  and  wa^ 
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A.  D.         cohtinually  ftirring  up  bioody  wars  among  the 
French  kings.     In  the  midft  of  the  calamities 
590.          of  Italy,  and  while   Rome   was  vifited  \yith  a 
dreadful  Peftiletice,  St.  Gregory   the  great  was 
promoted,  nomthftanding  his  modftft  reludance, 
to  St.  Peter's  chair.     This  great  pope  aflv/ages 
the  plague  by  his  prayers ;  inftrufts  the  empe- 
rors,and  at  the  fame  time  caufes  all  due  obediehce 
to  be  paid  them;^  comforts  Afric,  and  ftrength- 
ens  it;  confirms  in  Spain  the  Vifigoths  convert- 
ed from  Arianifm,  and  Recarede  the  catholic,who 
had  juft  returned  into  the  bofcm  of  the  church ;. 
converts   England;    reforms    the    difcipline  in 
.  France,  whofe  kings,  ever  orthodox,  he   exalts 
above  all  the  kings  of  the   earth;  bends   the 
haughty   Lombards;    faves  Rome   and    Italy, 
^hich  the  emperors  were  unable  to  affift ;  checks 
the  growing  pride  of  the  patriarchs  of  Conftanti- 
hople-  enlightens  the  whole  church  by  his  doc- 
trine ;  governs  the  Eaft  and  Weft  with  equal  vi- 
gour and  humility,  and  affords  the  world  a  per- 
597:         reft    model   of  ccclefiaftical   government.     The 
c  a,  1  . 1.  j^j^Qj^  of  the  church  has  nothing  more  beauti- 
ful than  the  entry  of  the  holy  monk  Auguftine 
into  the   kingdom  of  Kent,  with  forty  of  hh 
companions,  who,  preceded    by   the   crofs  and 
image  of  the  great  king,  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ, 
made  folemn  vows  for  the  ccnverfion  of  England. 
Greg.  lib.  9.  g^-  Gregory,  who  had  fent  them,  inftrufted  them 
P-  5  •  Jn  .4.  j^^  }g^^gj.g  ^j.y|y  apoftolical,  and  taught   St.  Au- 
guftine tO'  tremble,  amidft  the  continual  miracles 
Slat  God  v.as  working  by  his  miniftry.     Berthay 
a  princefs  pf  France,  won  over  king  Ethilbert  hec 
hufband  to  Chriftianity.     The  kings  of  France, 
'    and 
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and  queen  Brunehault  proteded  the  new  miffion.  A,  D, 
The  biihops  of  France  entered  into  this  good 
work,  and  it  was  they,  who,  by  the  pope's  order,  60  !• 
confecrated    St.    Auftin.      The    reinforcement 
which  St.  Gregory  fent  the  new  hifhop,  produced 
new  fruits,  and  the  Anglican  church  took  its  604^ 
form.     The  emperor  Mauriofe,  having  experien- 
ced the  fidelity  of  the  holy  Pontif,  was  reclaimed 
hf  his  inftruAions,  and  received  from  hihi  the 
commendation  fo  worthy  of  a  Chriftian  prince, 
that  the  heretics  durft  never  open  their  mouths 
in  his   time.     This  pious  emperor  was   guilty, 
hdi«f ever,  of  one  great  fault.^    An  infinite  num-   6q|. 
ber  of  Romans  perifhed  amoi^ft  the  hands  of  the 
Barbarians,  for  want  of  being  ranfomed  at  a 
erown  a,  head.     We  fee  immediately  after  the 
good  emperor's  remorfe,  the  prayer  he  makes  ta 
God  to  punifh  him  in  this  world  rather  than  in 
the  next  -,  the  revolt  of   Phocas,  who  murders  60a, 
his  whole  family  before  his  eyes  ;    Maurice  him- 
fyf,  the   laft  put   to  death,  and  amidft  all  his 
misfortunes  uttering  nothing  elfe   but  this  verfe 
of   the    pfalmift.     Righteous  art  thou^  O  Lo^d^j^Cai.  exb^^ 
and  upright  are  thy  judgments.     Phocas,  raifed  to 
the  empire  by  fo  execrable  an  adlion,  endeavour-  6o6f    ' 
ed   to  gain  the  people,  by  honouring  the  holy 
fee,  whofe   privileges  he  confirmed.      But   his 
doom  -was  fixed.     Ha-aclius,  proclaimed  empb'  6iq, 
it>r  -by  the  African  army,  marched  againft  him. 
Then  Phocas  found  by  experience,  that  deba\iches ' 
prove  oftentimes  more  hurtful  to  prince?   than 
even  a(5ls  of  ^cruelty  ;  and  Photlnus,  whofe  wife 
he  had  debauched,  delivered  him  up  tq  Hera^ 
dius^     whq  caufed  him  to  b^  put  to  death, 
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^,  P,  France  beheld,  a  little  after,  a  much  ftrangcr 
tragedy.  Queen  Brunehault,  given  up  into  the 
liands  of  Clotaire  II,  fell  a  facrifice  to  that 
^i2^.  prince -s  ambition  :  her  memory  was  blackened, 
and  her  virtue,  fo  much  commended  by  pope 
Gregory,  can  yet  fcarce  find  vindication^  The 
empire  mean  while  was  laid  wafte,  Chofroes  II, 
king  of  Perfia,  under  pretext  of  revenging 
Maurice,  had  undertaken  the  deftruftion  of 
Phocas,     He  pufhed  his  conquefts  under  Herar 

620,  clius^    We  fee  the  emperor  beat,  and  the  true 

621.  ?rQ{s  carried  off  by  the  infidels:  then,  by 
622^  a  wonderful  turn,  Heraclius  five  times  conque-r 
623.  ror ;  Perfia  penetrated  by  the  Romans,  Chofroes 
625.  killed  by  his  fpn,  and  the  holy  crofs  retaken. 
^26.         Whilft  the  power  of  the  Perfians  wa3  fo  eflfeftu- 

ally  checked,  a  greater  evil  broke  out  againft  the 
empire,  and  againft  all  Chriftendoin,  Mahomet 
fet  himfelf  up  for  a.  prophet  among  the  Saracens ; 

62a.  lie  was  expelled  Mecca  by  his  own  people,  At 
his  flight  begins  the  Hegyra,  from  whence  the 
Mahometans  compute  their  years,  The  falfe  pro- 
phet gave  his  vidories  for  the  whole  proof  of 
Kis  miffion,      In   nine  years   he    fubjedled  all 

^?9'     ^    Arabia,  either  by  fair  or  fpul  means,  and  laid 

the  foundation   of  the   empire  of  the  Caliphs, 

Tq  thefe  mifchiefs  were  added  the  herefy  of  the 

Monothelites,  who  by  an  almcft  inconceivable 

,  oddity,  while  they  acknowledged  two  natures  in 

our  Lord,  would  admit  of  but  one  will.     The 

man,  'according  to  thein,  had  no  will  ;  there  was 

in  jEsys   Christ  pply  the  will  of  the  word, 

Thefe  heretics  cpncealed  their    poifon    under 

*J^b%^PW?  terms  ^  ^4  a  falfe  loye  of  peace  made 
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them  propofe,  that   neither  one,  nor  two  wills  A,  D, 
ftiduld  be  {poke  of .  By  thefe  artifices  they  impofed  633, 
on  pope  Horlorius  I,  who  entered  into*a  dangerous 
/orbearance  with  them,  and  confented  to  filence,  in 
which  falfliood  and  truth  were  equally  fupprefled. 
To  complete  the  misfortune,  fome  time  after  the  6^ci^ 
emperor  Heraclius  took  upon  him  to  decide  the 
queftion  by  his  own  authority,  and  propofed^his 
efthefis,  or  expofition,  favourable  to  the  Mono- 
thelites  :    but  the  artifices  of  the  heretics  were 
at  length  det^dled.     Pope  John  IV.  condemned  640, 
the  efthefis.     Conftans,  grandfon  to  Heraclius,  648,    - 
iupported  hts   grandfather's  edi<5t  by  his  own,  643  ^ ' 
called  the  Type.       The   holy   fee,  and  pope 
Theodore,  oppofe  this  attempt :   Pope  Martin 
I.  convocates  the  council  of  Latran,  where  he  ana-r 
thematizes  the  Type,  and  the  heads  of  the  Mo-, 
nothelites.      St.  Maximus,   celebrated  through 
all  the  Eaft  for  his  piety  and  learning,  quits  the 
court,  infefted  with  the  new  her-efy,  openly  re- 
proves the  emperors,  who  had  prefumed  to  pro^ 
nounce  on  points  of  faith,  and  fuffers  numberlefs   650^ 
hardfhips  for  the  catholic  religion.     The  pope,   654, 
dragged  from  exile  to  exile,  and  ftill  harihly  treats 
ed  by  the  emperor,  dies,  at  laft^  amidft  his  fuffer- 
ings,  without  repining  or  remitting  any  part  of 
the  duty  of  his  miniftry.     Mean  time  the  new 
Anglican  church,  ftrengthened  by  the  cares  of 
popes  Boniface  V.  and  Honorius,  was  fpreading  . 
abroad  her  luftre  throughout  the  whole  ^arth, 
With  the  virtues  miracles  alfo  abounded,  as  in 
the  apoftles  days :  and  nothing  was  more  fhining 
than  the  fancftity  of  her  kings.     Edwin  embra-   627, 
(jeci,  with  all  his   people,  the   fi^th^  whic^i  h^d_  6^^,^ 

jven' 
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Af  D.         given  him  vi<5lory  over  his  cn€mies,and  eonverftr- 
ed  his  neighbours.     Ofwaid  was  interpreter  tp 
the  preachers  of  the  gofpel  j .  and,  though  ren9wn7 
led  for  his  conquefts,   he  preferred  to  thein  the 
§55*         g^ory  of  being  a  Chriftian.     The  Mercians  were 
converted  by  the  king  of  Northumberland,  Of-r 
win,:  their  neighbours  and  fucceflbrs  followed 
their  fbotfteps ;  and  their  jO^ood  *Orks  wefe  infi- 
nite.   .Every  thing  was  gf^itlg  to  wreck  in '  th^ 
634*         Eaft.  Whilft  the  emperors  are  wafting  themi(elvf s 
635*         in  difputes  about  religion,  and  inventing  her^-: 
^3§r        .  fies,  ^e  Saracens  penetrate  into  the  empire;  ^'^y 
,^37-        .  fci^ie  on  Syria  and  Paleftine ;  thp  h|t>ly  city  is  fub- 
jeAedto  them-,  Perfia  is  laid  <yptn  by  its  divi- 
647*         fions,  and  t^ey  take  that  great  kifigdom  without 
648.         reiiftance.     They  enter  Afric,  in  a  fair,  way  of 
ibon  ipaking  it  one  of  their  provinces ;  the  iftp  of 
Cyprus  yields  them  obeidience,  and  in  lefe  th^ 
thirty  years  they  add  ail  thefe  iqnquefts  to  thofe 
.  of  Mahomet.     Italy,  ever  haplefs  and  forlorn, 
groaned  under  the  arms  of  the  Lombards,     Con- 
ftans  defpaired  of  expelling  them,  and  refolved  to 
ravage  what  ht  could  npt  defend.     More  cruel 
1^63.         than  the  Lombards  themfelves,  hie  cajn?  to  Rome, 
only  to  plunder  its  treasures ;  the  very  churches 
did  not  cfcape  him ;  he  ruined  Sardinia  and  Si- 
cily ;  and  having  become  odious  to  all  the  world, 
he  perifhed  by  the  hands  of  his  own  Servants. 
,668.         Under  his  fon  Conftantine  Pogpnatus,  or  the 
671.         Bearded,  the  Saracens  made  themfelves  mafters 
67^.         ofCilicia  and  Lyeia.     Conftantinople  befieged 
678^         was  faved  only  by  a  miracle.     The  Bulgarians, 
a  people  from  the  mouth  of  the  Volga,  joined  the 
many  enemies  with  which  the  empire  was  over- 

whelmed. 
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^viifcdbfned^  arid  feized  on  tiizt  part  of  Thrace,  cal- A, 
led  jfince  Bulgaria^  which  was  the  ancieat  Myiia. 
The-  Anglican  chwrch  trought  forth  new  church- 
es j  md  St;  Wilfrid^. bifbap  of  York,  being  ex- 
pelled hie  fee,  converted  Frieflandi-     The  w^ok  680^ 
church  received  a  new  light  from  the  council  of 
Coiiftaatincjple,  the  fixth  general  one,  where  pope 
Agathd  prefided  by  his .  legates,  and  explained 
]lhe  catholic  faith  by  an  admirable  letter.     The 
council  anathematized  a  bifhop  celebrated  for  his 
learning,  a  patriarch  of  Alexandria,  four  patri- 
srch3-' of/Conftantinople,  or,  all  the  authors  of 
the^ftxft  .0?  the  Monothclites .;   without  fparing 
pope  Honsarius  himfelf,  who  had  fliewed  them 
tjoo  much  favour.     After  the  death  of  Agatho, 
which  happened  during  the  council,  pope  Leo 
11.  confirmed  its  decifions,  and  received  all   its  , 
sumthemafs,  Conftantine  Pogonatus,  an  imitator 
of  the  great  Conftantine  arid  of  Marcian,  took 
his  feat  in  the,  council  after  their  example  -,  and 
as  he  paid  it  the  (ame  fiibmiffions,  he  was  honour-*  . 
^  with  the  fame  titles,  of  orthodox,  religious, 
pacific'  empieror,  and  reftoyer  of  religion.     His  gg^^ 
Son  Juftinian  II.  yet  a  child,  fucceeded  him.     In 
hi;^  time  the  Faith  extended,  and  diffufed  its  be-  ggg-/ 
nign  influences  towards  the  North.     St,  Kilian,  ggg^ 
fent*  by  pope   Conon,  preached  the  gofpel  in      .    '    " 
Franconia.     In  the  time  of  pope  Sergius,  Cead- 
walla,  one  of  the  kings  of  England,  came  in 
perfon  to  do  homage  to  the  Roman   church, 
from  whence  the  faith  had  pafled  into  his  part        r  :-^ 
of  the  Britannic  ifland  ;  and  after  receiving  bap- 
:tifm  from  the  pope's   hands,   he   departed  in 
peace  according  to  his  wifli.     The  houfei    of 
^ "      -  Clovis 
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A.  D,  .  Clovis  was  fallen  into  a .  deplorable  weakneft  i 
.frequent  minorities  ha4  degenerated  the  princes 
into  a  ftate  of  foftnefs  and  effeminacy,  which 
they  never  could  get  out  of,  when  of  age. 
Hence  fprung  a  long  fucceflion  of  drones  ^  who 
had  nothing  but  the  name  of  king,  and  left  the 
whole  power  to  the  Moires  du  PdaiSy  or  grand 

^93«.  minifters  of  the  crown.  Under  this  title  Pepin 
Heriftel  governed  every  thing,  and  raifed   his 

^95*  family  to  higher  expedations.  By  his  authority, 
and  after  the  martyrdom  of  St.  Wigbert,  the 
faith  was  eftabliihed  in  Friefland  ;  which  France 
had  added  to  her  conquefts.  St.  Swibert, 
St.  Willebrod,  and  other  apoftolical  peribns, 
propagated  the  gofpel  in  the  neighbouring  pro-. 
vinces.  Mean  time  Juftinian*s  minority  was  hap-. 
pilyover:  theviftories  of  Leontius  had  over- 
thrown the    Saracens,  and  reftored  the  empire's 

^94^         glory  in  the  Eaft.      But  that  valiant   captain 

690.  being  unjuftly  arretted,  and  unfeafonably  releafed, 
fupplanted  his  matter,  and  expelled  him.*  This 
rebel  met  with  a  like  treatment  from  Tibmus, 
named  Ahfimarus,  who  ttood  not  long^  himfelf, 
Juttinian,   reftored,   proved  ungrateful    to    his 

702,  friends-,  by  revenging  himfelf  of  his  enemies,  he 
-  made   more  formidable  ones,  who  killed  him. 

,711.  The  images  of  Philippicus  his  fucceflbr  were  not 

received  in  Rome,  on  account  of  his  favouring 
the  Monpthelites,  and  declaring  himfelf  an  enemy 
to  the  fixth  council.     Anaftafius  IL  a   catholic 

7 1 3.         prince,  was  elefted  at  Conftantinople,  and  Phi- 

lippicus's  eyes  were  put  out.     At  this  time  the 

/        debauches,  of  king  Roderic,  or  Rodrigo,  caufed 

Spain  to  f  Jl  a.  prey  to  the  Mauri,  or  Moors  j  fqr 

f9 
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fo  were  called  the  Saracens  of  Afric.     Count  Ju-  A.  Dt 
li  an,  to  revenge  his  daughter,  whom  Roderic  a- , 
bufod,  invited  thofe  infidels*   They  come  with  an 
innumerable  hoft:  the  king  is  killed:  Spain  is 
fubdued,  and  the  empire  of  the  Goths  there  is 
extinguiihed.     The   church  of  Spain   was  put 
then  to  a  new  trial :  but  as  ihe  had   flood  her 
ground  under  the  Arians,  the  Mahometans  could 
not  prevail   againft  her.     They  left  her  at  firft 
with  a  good  deal  p{  liberty :  but  in  after  ages  ftie 
had  fevere  conflifts  to  maintain ;  and  chaftity  had  . 
its  martyrs  as  well  as  faith,  under  the  tyranny  of 
a  nation  equally  brutal  and   infidel.     Anaftafius 
(way'd  not  long  the  imperial  fceptre.     The  army  71c; 
forced  Theodofius  III.  to  affume  the  purple.     A 
battle  necefl'arily  enfued;  the  new  emperor  gained 
it,  and  Anaftafius  was  clap*d  in   a  monaftery* 
The  Moors,  mafters  of  Spain,  were  in,  hopes  of, 
extending  themfelves  foon  beyond  the  Pyrenees; 
but  Charles  Martel,  deftined  to  check  them,  had 
arifen  in  France;  and   had  fucceeded,  though  a 
baftajrd,  to  the  power  of  his  father  Pepin  Heriftel; 
who  leftAuftr^fia  in  his  family,  as  a  kind  of  fove- 
reign  principality,  and  the  command  in  Neuftria, 
by  the  poft  of  Maire  du  Palais.     Charles  united 
both  by  his  valour.     The   eafl:ern  affairs  were  ^jg^ 
embroiled,     Leo,  the  Ifaurian,  governor  of  the 
Eafl,  would  not  acknowledge  Theodofius,  who 
quitted  Without  reludlance,  that  empire  which  he 
'    Had  accepted  only    by   force;    and  retiring  to 
Ephefus,  gave  himfelf  up  entirely  to  the  fludy  of 
true    greatnefs. '  The   Saracens    received    fome 
great  blows  during  the  empire  of  Leo.  .  They   718. 
(l^afftefuUy    raifed  the  fiege  'of  Conflantinople.   719. 

Pelagius, 
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PeJagius,  who  cantoned  himfelf  in  the  mountains 
of  Afturia,  with  the  moft  refolute  of  the  Goths, 
after  a  fignal  vi6tory,  fet  up  in  oppofition  to  thofe 
infidels  a  new  kingdom,  by  which  they  were  one 
day  to  be  driven  out  of  Spain.     In  ipite  q{  the 
efforts  and  vaft  army  o{  Abderamus  their  gene- 
ral, Charles  Martel  gained  over  them  the  famous 
battle  of  Tours.     There  fell  an  infinite  number 
of  Ae  infidels,  and  Abderamus  himfelf  lay  dead 
lipon  the  field.     This  viAory  was  attended  with 
other  advantages,  whereby  Charles  put  a  ftop  to 
the  progrefs  of  the  Moors,  and   extended  the 
kingdom  as  far  as  the  Pyrenees.    There  now   re- 
mained fcarce  any  part  of  the  Gauls,  that  was  not 
under  the  obedience  of  the  French  \  and  all  did 
homage  to  Charles   Martel.     Mighty  both  m  / 
peace  and  war,  and  abfolute  mafter  of  the  kitig* 
dom,  he  reigned  under  feveral  kings,  whom  he 
{tt  up  and  pulled  down  at  his  pJeafure,  wthout 
ever  prefuming  to  take  upon  kim  that  high  title. 
The  jealoufy   of  the  French  lords  chofe  to  be 
thus  aeceived.    Religion  was  eftabliftiing  in  Ger- 
many.    The  prieft  Boniface  converted  that  peo  - 
pie,  and  was  made  their  bilhop  by  pope  Gregory 
11.  who  had  fent  him  thither.     The  empire  was 
then  pretty  quiet  •,  but  Leo  raifed  in  it  a  lafting 
difturbance.     He  attempted  to  d^rtum,  as  fo 
manv  idols,  the  images  of  Jesus  Christ   and 
his  feints.     As  he  could  not  bring  St.  Gerrhain, 
patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  over  to  hi$  way  of 
thinking,  he  a<5ted  by  his  own  authority  ;  and 
upon  a  decree  of  the  fenate,  he  firft  of  all  broke 
fiown  an  image  of  Jesus  Christ,   which  ftood 
upon  the  great  gate  of  the  church  ©f  Conftan- 
^  '    ^  tinople^ 
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tinqple.     Thus  began  the  D!!itrag6s  of  the  Icono^A,  D* 
clafts,*  or  image-breakers.      The  other  images, 
which  the  emperors,  biihops,  and  all  th«  faithful 
had  fet  up  iince  the  peace  of  the  church,  bofh 
in  public  and  private  places,  were   alfo  pulled   , 
down.     At  this  fccne  the  people  Was,  moved.  , 
'  The  ftatues  of  the  empercM*  were  overthrown  in 
different  parts.     He  immediately  thinking  his 
perfon  affronted,  was  reproached  with  offering 
a  like, affront  to  Jfisus  Christ  and  his  faints,, 
and  that  by  his  own  confeffion,  the  indignity  of- 
fered to  the  image,  reflefted  upon  the  original. 
Italy  went  ftill  farther  :  the  emperor's  impiety 
cau&d  him  to  be  refufed  the  ordinarv  tributes. 
Luitprand,  king  of  the  Lombards,  made  ufe  of 
the  lame  pretext  for  -feizing  on   Ravenna,  the. 
refidence  of  the  Exarchs  :  dhus  were  called,  the^ 
governors,  whom  the  empe5rors  fent  into  Italy.. 
Pope  Gr^ory   11.   ojppo&d  the  pulling  dpwa 
of  the  images  :  but  he  at  the  fame  timet>ppofed' 
the  enemies  of  the  empire,  and  endeavoured  tO; 
retain    the   people  in  their  obedience.     Peact  730. 
was  miade  with  the  Lombards^  and  the  emperor, 
executed  his  decree  againft  the  images  widi  great- 
er violence  than  ever.     But  the  famous  John  of 
Damafcus  declared  to  him,  that  in  matta-s  of  re-r 
ligi^n,  he  knew  no  decrees  but  thofe  of  the  church, 
and  iufiered  greatly  on  that  account.     The  em- 
peror drove  from  his  fee  the  patriarch  St.  Ger-   ^  ^^^ 
main,  who  died  in  exile  at  the  age  of  90  years.   yj_Q^ 
A  little  after,  the  Lombards  again  took  up  arms, 
and  in  the  calamities  (ih^y brought  upon  theRoman 
peoplCj  they  were  reftmined  only  by  the  autho- 
rity of  Charles  Martrf,  'tfhok  affiflance  pope. 
.  ,  Gregory 
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A.  D,  Gregory  11.  had  implored.  The  new  king- 
dom of  Spain,  which  was  called,  in  thofe  early 
times,  the  kingdom  of  Oviedo, ,  was  receiving 
acceflions  from  the  vidories  and  condud  of  Al- 

741.  phonfus,  fon-in-law  to  Pelagius,  who,  after  the 
example  of  Recarede,  from  whom  he  was  defcend- 
ed,  aflumed  the  name  of  Catholic.  Leo  died, 
and  left  the  empire,  as  well  as  the  church,  in  a 
great  fermentation.  Artabazus,  pretor  of  Ar- 
menia, caufed  himfelf  to  be  proclaimed  emperor 
inftead  of  Conftantine  Copronymus  fon  of  Leo, 
and  reftored  the  images.  After  the  death  of 
Charles  /  Marte^,  Luitprand  threatened  Rome 
anew :  the  exarchate  of  Ravenna  was  in  danger,   . 

742-         and  Italy  owed  its  fafety  to  the  prudence  of  pope 

743*  Zachary.  Conftantine,  embarrafled  in  the  Eaft^ 
thought  of  nothing  but  eftabliftiing  himfelf;  he 
beat  Artabazus,  took  Conftantinople,  and  filled 

747-  it  with  executions.  Charles  Martel's  two  fons, 
Carloman  and  Pepin,  had  fucceeded  to  their 
father's  power:  but  Carloman  growing  fick  of 
the  world,  in  the  midft  of  his  grandeur  and  vic- 
tories, embraced  a  monaftic  life*  By  this  mean? 
his  brother  Pepin  centred  the  whole  power  in 
his  pei-fon.  He  knew  how  to  fupport  it  by  an 
exalted  merit,  and  formed  the  defign  of  raifing 

75^*  himfelf  to  the  crown.  Childeric,  the  moft  piti- 
ful of  all  princes,  opened  the  way  to  him,  by 
joining  to  the  quality  of  a  drone,  that  of  a  natu* 
ral  fool.  The  French,  quite  weary  of  their 
drones,  and  fo  long  accuftomed  to  Charles  Mar-* 
tel's  family,  ever  fruitful  in  great  men,  Were 
graveled  at  nothing  but  the  oath  they  h?d  taken 
to  Childeric.  Upon  the  anfwer  of  pope  Zachary^ 

they 
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they  thought  themfelves  free,  and  fo  much  the  A,  D. 
rhore  difengaged  from  their  oath  of  allegiance  to 
their  king,  that  he  and  his  forefathers,  for  two 
hundred  years  paft,  feemed  to   have  renounced 
their  right  of  ruling  over  them,  by  leaving  the 
whole  power  intailed,  as  it  were,  in  the  office  of 
Maire  du  Palais.     So  Pepin  was  placed  on  the   753. 
throne,  and  the  name  of  king  was  re-united  with 
the  authority.  Pope  Stephen  II.  found  in  the  new 
king  the  fame  zeal  that  Charles  Martel  had  fliewn 
for  the  holy  fee  againft  the  Lombards.     After 
vainly  imploring  the  emperor's  aid,  he  threw  him- 
felf  again  into  .the   arms  of  the  French.     The   754* 
king  received  him  in  France  with   refpedt,   and 
would  be  anointed   and,  crowned  by  his  hand. 
At  the  fame  time  he  pafTed  the  Alps,  delivered 
Rome  and  the  exarchy  of  Ravenna,  and  reduced 
Aftolph,  king  of  the  Lombards,  to  an  equitable 
peace.     In  the  mean  time  the  emperor  made  war 
upon  jhe  images.   '  To  fupport  himfelf  by  eccle- 
iiaftical   authority,    he   affembled    a  numerous. 
council  at  Conftantinople.  ^  There  did  not,  how-  Conc.  Nic.  ii, 
ever,  appear,  according  to   cuftoifi,    either  the^^^-^- 
legates   of  the  holy  fee,  or  the  bifhops,  or  le- 
gates from  the  other  patriatchal   fees.     In   this  ibid,  defin. 
council,  they  not  only  condemned  as  idolatrous,  P^^^^^ofya- 
all  honour  paid  to  images  in  memory  of  the  ori-  *   * 
ginals,    but  they   even    damned  fculpture  and 
piainting  as  deteftable  arts.    'This  was  the  opini- 
oh  of  the  Saracens,  whofe  advice  Leo  was  faid 
t6  have  followed,  when  he  overthrew  the  images. 
Nothings  however  j  appeared  againft  relics.  The  ibid,  pfttido- 
c6uhcil  of  Copronymus  did  not  forbid  t6  honour  ^y»-C.  p. 
them,  a^d  thundered  out  anathema*^  againft  fuch^'^*  *^'  ^  *^' 
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A.  D.        as  refufed  to  have  recourfe  to  the  prayers  of  the 

,  holy  virgin  and  the  feints.     The  catholks,   per- 

fecuted  for  the  honour  they  paid  to  images^, 
tnade  anfwer  to  the  emperor,  that  they  h^  ra- 
ther endure  all  manner  of  extremities,  tha^i  tkotr 

755'  honour  Jesus  Christ  in  his  very  fhadow*  Mean 
time  Pepin  rcpafled  the  Alps,  and  cbaftifed  the. 
faithlefs  Aftolph,  who  refufed  to  fulfil  the  treaty  > 
of  peace.  The  Roman  church  never  received  a 
more  noble  gift  than  that  which  that  pious  prkice 
then  made  her.  He  gave  her  the  cities  retaken 
from  the  Lombards,  and -laughed  at  Coprony- 
mus,  when  he  redemanded  what  he  had  »ot  been 
able  to  defend.  From  that  time  die  emperor^ 
were  but  little  acknowledged  in  Rome ;  they 
became  contemptible  for  their  weaknefs,  and  ■ 
odious  for  their  errors.  Pepin  was  regarded  as 
ppotedor  of  the  Roman  people,  and  of  the  Ro-- 
man  church.  That  quality  became,  as  it  were^ 
hereditary  to  his  Jioule,  and  to  the  kings  of 
France.     Charlemagne,  fon  of  Pepin,  fuf^^^rt- 

517^*  ed  it  with  e(|ual  courage  and  piety.  Pope  Adriaa 
had  recourfe  to  him  againft  Didier,  king  of  the 
Lombards,  who  had  taken  feveral   cities,   luid 

77h  Was  threatening  all  Italy.  Charlemagne  paifled 
the  Alps.  Every  thing  yielded.  Didier  was 
delivered  up  :  the  Lombard  kings,  enemies  to 

^77'  Rome,  and  to  the  pbpes,  were  deftroyed  i 
,  Charlem^ne  had  himfelf  crowned  king  of 
Italy,  and  afliimed  the  title  of  king  of  the 
French  and  Lombards.  At  the  fame  time 
he  exercifed  m  Rome  itfelf  the  fuprejme  authority 
in  quality  of  patrician^  and  confirmed  to  ih6 
holy  fee  the  donations  of  ih^  king  his  fathers 

the* 
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The  emperors  had  difficulty  to  withftatid  theA^D, 
Bulgarians,  and  vainly  fupported,  againftv  Char- 
lemagne, the  4i^o(refled  Lombards.  The  quar- 
rel of  the  images  ftill  fubfifted,  Leo  III.  fon  of  780. 
Copronynius,  fecmed  at  firft  pretty  moderate; 
but  renewed  the  perfecution  fo  foon  as  he  thought 
himfelf  matter.  He  quickly  died.  His  fon 
Conftantine,  but  ten  years  old,  fuccceded  him, 
and  reigned  under  the  tuition  of  the  emprefs 
Irene  his  mother.  » Then  things  begu.n  to  change  784, 
their  afpeft.  Paul,  patriarch  of  Conftantinople, 
declared,  towards  the  latter  end  of  his  life,  that 
he  had  oppofed  the  images  contrary  to  his  con-, 
icience ;  and  retired  into  a  monaftery,  where  he 
deplored,  in  prefenceof  the  emprefs,  the  misfor- 
tune of  the  church  of  Conftantinople,  feparated 
from  the  four  patriarchal  fees :  and  propofed  to 
her  the  celebration  of  an  univerfal  council,  as  the 
only  remedy  of  fo  great  an  evil,  Tarafius  his 
fucceflbr  maintained,  that  the  queftion  had  not 
been  judged  in  due  order,  becaule  they  had  begun 
with  a  decree  of  the  emperor,  upon  which  an  in-, 
formal  council  had  followed-,  whereas  in  mat- 
ters of  religion,  it  belonged  to  the  council  to 
begin,  and  to  the  emperors  to  fupport  the  judg- 
ment of  the  church.  Going  upon  this  argu- 
ment, he  accepted  th^  patriarchate  only  upon 
condition  that  the  univerfal  council  fhould  be 
held :  it  was  conimenced  at'  Conftantinople,  and 
continued  at  Nice.  The  pope  fent  thither  his  y^y. 
legates:  the  council  of  the  Iconoclafts  was  con-iConc.NiQ.M^ 
demned :  they  are  detefted  as  people,  who,  after  ^^*  ^^ 
the  example  of  the  Saracens,  accufed  the  Chrif* 
tians  of  idoUtry.     It  was  decided,  that  images 
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A.  D.  fhould  be  honoured  in  remenibrance,  arid  for  the 
fake  of  the  originals;  which  is  called  in  the  coun- 
cil relative  worfliip,  honorary  adoration  and  falu- 
tation,  as  oppofed  to  fupreme  worfliip,  and  ado- 
ration of  Latvia^  or  of  entire  fubjedlion,  which 
the  council  referves  for  God  alone,  Befides  the 
legates  of  the  holy  fee,  and  the  prefence  of  the 
patriarch  of  Conftantinople,  there  appeared  le- 
gates from  the  other  patriarchal  fees,  then  op- 
preffed  by  the  Infidels.  Some  have  difputed 
their  miffion,  but  what  is  undifputed,  is,  that  far 
from  difowning  them,  all  thofe  fees  have  a4mitr 
ted  the  council,  without  the  leaft  appearance  of  * 
contradiftion,  and  it  has  been  received  by  the 
whole  church.  The  French,  encompaflfed  with 
idolaters,  or  with  new  Chriftians,  whofe  ideas 
they  were  afraid  to  perplex,  and  at  the  fame 
time  puzzled  with  the  equivocal  term  adoration, 
hefitated  long*  Of  all  the  images,  they  would 
pay  honour  to  none,  but  that  of  the  crofs,  as 
bemg  abfolutely  different  from  the  figures,  which 
the  Heathens  believed  full  of  divinity.  They 
preferved,  however,  the  other  images  in  an 
honourable  place,  and  even  in  the  churches,  and 
detefted  the  Iconoclafts.  What  difference  re- 
mained, made  not  any  fchifm.  The  French 
came  at  length  to  underfland,  that  the  fathers  of 
Nice  required  for  im^^ges  only  the  fame  kind  of 
worfhip,  in  all  due  proportion,  which  they 
thcmfelves  paid  to  relics,  to  the  book  of  the 
gofpel,  and  to  the  crofs  -,  and  /this  council  was 
honoured  by  all  Chriflendom,  under  the  name 
of  the  feventh  genei;al  council. 

Thus 
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Thus  have  we  iecn  the  feven  general  councils.  A,  D. 
which  the  Eaft,  and  the  Weft,  the  Greek  and 
Latin  churches,  receive  with  equal  reverence. 
The  emperors  called  thofe  great  aflembjies,  by 
the  fovereign  authority  they  had  over  all  the 
bifliops,  or,  at  leaft  over  the  principal  oneis,  on 
whom  all  the  reft  depended,  aild  who  were  th§n 
fubjefts  of  the  empire.     The  public  vehicles  / 

were  furniftied  them   by   order   of  the  princes. 
They  aflembled  the  coui^pils  in  the  Eaft,  where 
they   made    their  refidence,   And    ufually    fent 
thither  commiflaries  to   maintain  order.     The 
bifliops,  thus  aflembled,  carried  with  them  the 
authority  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the  tradition 
of  the  churches.     At  the  beginning  of  Chrifti-^ 
^nity  there  were  three  principal  fees,  which  had 
the  precedency  of  all  the  reft  :  thofe  of  Rome, 
Alexandria,  and  Antioch.  ,  The  council  of  Nice  Cone.  Nic. 
had  allowed  the  fame  rank  to  the  biftiop  of  the^^^*  7^  ^°^^; 
holy  city.     The  fecond  and  fourth  cpuncils  ex-3.'Gonc.Chai- 
Alted  the  fee  of  Conftantinople,  and  would  havered.  Can.  *§. 
it  to  be  the  fecond.     Thus  were  there  five  fees, 
.which  came,  in  procefs  of  time,  to  be  called  pa- 
triarchal.    The  precedency  was  given  them  in 
council.     Of  thofe  fees,  the  fee  of  Rome  was 
ever  regarded  the  firft,  and  the  council  of  Niceconc.  Nic, 
regulated  the  others   by   it.     There  were  alfo^an.  6.. 
Metropolitan  bifhops,  who  were   heads  of  pro- 
vinces, and  took  place  of  the  other  bifhops.     It 
was  pretty  late  before  they  .begun  to  be  called 
archbifhops  y  but  their   authority  was  nothing 
the  lefs  acknowledged.     When  the  council  was. 
formed,  the  holy   Scripture  was  propounded  ^ 
paiTages  qf  the  ancient  fathers,  witnelles  of  tra-*. 
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dition,  were  read  t  it  was  tradition  that  intc^^ 
preted  Scripture  :  its  true  meaning  was  believed 
to  be  that,  about  which  former  ages  were 
agreed ;  and  no  one  thought  he  had  a  right 
to  explain  it  othcrwife.  Such  as  refufed  to 
fubmit  to  the  decifions  of  the  council,  were 
anathematized.  The  faith,  being  explained, 
ecclefiaftical  difcipline  was  fettled,  and  ca* 
nons,  that  is,  rules  of  the  church,  were 
drawn  up.  \t  was  believed,  that  the  faith  never 
changed,  and  that  though  difcipline  might  re- 
ceive divers  alterations,  according  to  times  and 
places,  men  ought  to  aim,  as  much  as  poflible, 
at  a'  perfedt  imitation  of  antiquity.  In  fine,  the 
popes  affifted  only  by  their  legates  at  the  firft 
general  councils  ;  but  they  approved  exprefsly 
of  their  dodlrine,  and  there  was  but  one  faith 
in  the  church. 

Conftantine  and  Irene,  caufed  the  decrees  of 
the  feventh  council  to  be  religioufly  executed  j 
but  the  reft  of  their  conduft  was  not  conform. 
The  young  prince,  whom  his  mother  forced  to 
marry  a  woman  he  did  not  love,  gave  himfelf  up 
to  dilhonourable  amours  j  and,  weary  of  paying 
implicit  obedience  to  his  imperious  mother,  he 
endeavoured  to  remove  her  from  public  affairs, 
of  which  fhe  kept  the  management  in  fpite  of 
him.  Alphonfus  the  chafte  reigned  in  Spain. 
The  perpetual  continence  that  prince  obfei:ved, 
earned  him  that  noble  title,  and  rendered  him 
worthy  to  deliver  Spain  from  the  infamous  tri* 
bute  of  Im  hundred  virgins,  which  his  uncle 
Mauregatus  had  granted  to  the  Moors.  Three- 
fcore  and  ten  thoufand  of  thofe  Infidels  killed  in 
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a  battle  vnth  Mugatius  their  general^  evinced  thfe  A.  H* 
valour  of  Alphonfus.  Conftantine  wks  alfo  en-  79^. 
deavouring  to  fignalize  himfelf  againft  the  Bul- 
garians ;  but  the  fuccefs  did  not  anfWer  his  cx- 
peftation.  He  deftroyed^  at  laft,  tkt  whole  - 
power  of  Irene ;  and  being  as  incapable  to  go-i 
vern  himfelf,  as  to  fuffer  the  government  bf  ano- 
ther^  he  divorced  his  wife  Mary,  in  order  to  ^96* 
efpoufe  Theodora,  one  of  her  attendants.  His  799* 
mother,  highly  exafperated,  fomented  the  trou^- 
bles,  which  fo  great  a  fcandal  occafioned,  and  by 
her  artifices  wrought  the  deftruftion  of  Conftan- 
tine. She  gained  the  people  by  moderating  the 
taxes,  and  engaged  the  monks  and  clergy  in  heir 
intereft,  by  an  apparent  piety.  At  length  (his 
was  acknowledged  fole  emprefs.  The  Roman* 
defpifing  her  government,  went  over  to  Charle** 
magne,  who  uibdued  the  Saxons,  checked  the 
Saracens,  deftroyed  herefies,  protedbed  the  popes^ 
won  infidel  nations  to  Chriftianity,  reftored  the 
iciences,  and  ecclefiaftical  difcipline,  aflembled 
famous  councils,  where  his  profound  learning 
.was  admired ;  and  made  not  only  France  and 
Italy,  but  Spain,  England^  Germany,  and  every 
where,  feel  the  happy  cflFefts  of  his  piety  and 
luftice. 

^0  >  &  A 

At  length,  in  the  Sooth  year  of  our  Lord,xrigp4>ch. 
that  great  protedor  of  Rome  and  Italy^  or,   ta  Charlemagne, 
fay-better,  of  the  whole  church  and  aU  Ghriftfen-^^J.'^f^^f :. 
dom,  being  eledled  emperor  by   the   Romans,,new  empire* 
without  his  dreaniing  of  any  fuch  thing,  2nd 
crowned  by  pope  Led  III^  who  had  promp  ed 
the  Roman  people  to  this  choice,  became  foun- 
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d^r  of  the  new  empire,  ahd  of  tKe  temporal  great^ 
nefs  of  the  holy  fee. 

These,  Sir,  be  the  twelve  epochs,  which  I 
have  followed  in  this  abridgment.  I  have,  an- 
nexed to  each  of  them,  the  principal  feds  that 
depend  upon  them.  You  ma)  now,  without 
much  difficulty,  difpofe,  according  to  the  order 
of  time,  the  great  events  of  ancient  hiftory,  and 
rank  them,  fo  to  fpeak,  every  one  under  its  own 
ftandard. 

I  have  not  forgot,  in  this  epitome,  that  cele- 
brated divifion,  which  chronologers  make  of  the 
duration  of  the  world,  into  feven  ages.  The 
beginning  of  each  age  ferves  us  for  an  epoch;  if 
I  intermix  fome.  others  with  them,  it  is,  that 
things  may  be  the  more  diftinft ;  and  that  |iic 
order,  of  time  may  unfold  itfelf  before  you  with 
the  lefs  confufion. 

When  I  fpeak  to  you  of  the  order  of  time,  I 
do  not  mean.  Sir,  that  you  Ihould  charge  your- 
felf  fcrupuloufly  with  every  date  •,  far  lefs,  thai: 
you  ihould  enter  into  all  the  difputes  of  chronor 
logers,  which  are  generally  but  about  ^  few  years. 
.Contentious  chronology,  that  ftands  fo  critically 
upon  thofe  minute  matters,  has,  doubtl^fs,  its 
i^e ;  but  it  is  not  your  affair,  and  conduces  verjr 
little  to  enlighten  the  mind  of  a  great  prince.  1 
(pd  by  no  means  intend  to  refine  upon  thisdif- 
cuffion  of  time,  and  amongft  the  calculations  al- 
ready made,  I  have  followed  that,  which  to  me 
feemed  nioft  probable,  without  engaging  to  war- 
rant it. 

Whether  in  the  computation'  We  make  of  yeafs 
from  the  time  of  the  creation  down  to  Abraham, 

we 


We  fhojild  follow  the  Septuagmt,  which  makes 
the  world  older,  or  the  Hebrew,  which  makes  it 
younger  by  feveral  centuries  ^  though,  indeed, 
the  authority  of  the  original' Hebrew  ieems  to 
deferve  the  preference,  it  is  a  thing  fo  indifferent 
in  itfelf,  that  the   church,   which  hath,  with  St. 
Jerom,  foUbwisd  the  computation  of  the  HebreW 
m  our  Vulgate,  has  allo\yed  that  of  the  Septua-^ 
gint  in  her  martyrology.     In  faft,  what  matters 
it  to  hiftory  to  diniinim,  or  multiply  vacant  cen^ 
turies,  where  a  man  can  have  nothing  to  relate  ? 
Is  it  not  Enough,  that  the  times,  wherein  th^ 
dates  2irt  important,  have  fixed  charaders,  and 
that  the  diftribution  of  them  be  fupported  upon 
certain  foundations  ?  And  though .  even  in  thefe 
times  there  fhou!d  be  a  difpute  about  fome  years, 
this  would  feldom  or  never  create  any  difficulty^ 
For  example,  fhould  we  be  obliged  to  put  a  few 
years  fooner  or  later,  eitlher  the  foundation  of 
Rome,  or  the  birth  of  Jesus  Christ,  you  may 
have  perceived,  that  this  diverfity  does  no  wif^ 
efFeft  the  feries  of  the  hiflories,  or  the  accom- 
plilhment  of  the  counfels  of  God.     You  are  td 
fhun  Anachronifms,  that  perplex  the    order  of 
affairs,  and  leave  the  others  to  be  difputed  a- 
iiiongft  the  learned*  '   *  • 

No  more  would  I  burden  your  memory  with 
the  computation  of  Olympiads,  although  the 
Greeks,  who  make  ufe  of  them,  render  them 
necefTary  for  the  fixing  of  times.  It  is  fit  you 
fhould  know  what  it  is,  in  order  to  have  recc  urfe 
to  it,  upon  occafion :  but  in  fhort  it  will  be  fuf- 
ficient,  to  confine  you  to  the  dates,  which  I  pro- 
pofe,  as  the  moft  fimple,  and  the  moft  followed, 

namely, 
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namely,  thofe  of  the  world  to  Rome,  thofe  of 
Rome  to  Jesus  Christ,  and  thofe  of  Jesus 
Christ  to  all  generations. 

But  the  true  defign  of  this  epitome,  is,  not  to 
explain  to  you  the  order  of  times,  though  that  be 
abfblutely  neceflary  towards  conneAing  of  all 
hiftories,  and  ihewing  their  mutual  relation.  I 
told  you,  Sir,  that  my  principal  fcope  was  to 
make  you  confider,  in  the  order  of  time,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  people  of  God,  and  that  of  great 
empires. 

Thefe  two  important  objefts  run  on  together 
in  that  great  movement  of  ages,  where  they  have, 
if  I  may  fo  fay,  one  and  the  fame  courfe ;  but  it 
will  be  needful,  in  order  to  the  right  underftand- 
ing  of  them,  to  take  them  apart  fometimes  the 
one  from  the  other,  and  to  confider  feparately 
whatever  may  relate  to  each  of  them. 


PART 
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ABOVE  all,  religion  and  the  pfo^efs  ^^nM^^cMtwn 
the  people  of  God  confidered  in  this  man-uuifirfttinKt. 
ner,  is  the  greateft  and  moft  ufeful  of  all  ob- 
jefts,  that  can  be  propofed  to  man.  How 
beautiful  is  it  to  take  a  review  of  the  different 
ftates  of  God's  people,  under  tht  law  of  nature^ 
and  the  patriarchs  ;  under  Mofes,  and  the  writ- 
ten  law ;  under  David,  and  the  prophets ;  from 
the  return  out  of  captivity,  until  Jesus  Christ  % 
and,  laftly,  under  Jesus  Christ  himfelf,  that  ia^ 
under  the  law  of  grace,  and  the  gofpel ;  in  the 
ages  that  have  expefted  the  Meffiah,  and  in 
thofe,  wherein  He  hath  appeared;  in  thole, 
wherein  the  worfhip  of  God  was  reduced  to  one 
people,  and  in  thofe,  in  which,  agreeably  to  an- 
cient prophecies,  it  was  fpread  abroad  over  all 
the  earth  ;  in  thofe,  in  fine,  where  men,  yet  foil 
of  infirmity  and  groflhefs,  ftood  in  need  of  being 
fopported  by  temporal  rewards  and  punifhments, 
and  in  thofe  wherein  the  faithfol,  better  inftrudt- 
fid,  are  no  longer  to  live  but  by  faith^  havinpp 

'  their 
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their  afFeftions  fet  upon  eternal  good  things,  and 
fufFering^  in  hopes  of  poffeffing  them,  all  the 
evils  that  can  poffibl/  exercife  their  patience. 

And,  furely,  Sir,  nothing  can  be  conceived 
more  worthy  of  God,  than  to  have,  firft  of  all, 
chofen  to  himfelf  a  people,    who  fhould  be  a 
•  palpable  inftance  of  his  eternal  providence ;  a 

peci5)ie,^w}^afe  good  or  ill  fortune  fho^id  depeiid 
upon  their  piety  or  impiety,  and  whofe  condition 
fhould  give  teftimony  to  the  wifdom  and  juftice 
of  Him  who  governed  them.  With  this  did 
God'  begins,  and  tkls  did  he  make  i|ftw|feftr  in 
the  Jewifli  people.  But  after  having,  by  fo  .ma- 
ny fenfible  proofs,  eftabliflied  this  Hnmavabk 
ioundatioa^  that  He  is  the  fole  and  abfolute 
difpofer  of  ali  the  events  of  this  Ufe^  it-  wa,8 
time  to  rai£b  rmems  nunds  to  higher  notions^  and 
to  iend  JB&us  Christ,  for  whom  it  was  r^eferved 
to  difcover  to  the  new  people,  colle6ke4  frond  all 
the  aatiqns  pf  the  world,  the  fecrets  ^f  ifch^  life 
to  com^.  -       f 

.  You  may  eafily  trace  the  hiftory  of  lyoth  the 
old\aad'  new  people,  and  obferveyh^wrj^&us 
Chrkt  is  their  common  centre,  of  nmotb ;  4nce 
either  expefted,  or  given.  He  hath  be^n,  in  all 
ages^  the  confolation  and  hope  of  l4e  chxidren 
©if  God- 
Behold,  then  religion  ever  uniform,  or^  i'p^hiif, 
ever  the  fame  from  the  fmindafeion  of  th^  wodd  I 
The  faoaie  God  hath  ^ever  been  acknowkdg«d*die 
maker,  the  f^ine  Christ,  tixe  favjour  of-imn- 
l^ind. 

Thus  you  fhall  fee,  that  there  is  nothing  more 
ancient  among  men,  than  the  religion  you  pro- 

fefsj 
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ftfe,  and  ddat  it  is  not  without  reafen  ycxir  an- 
ceftors  hav«  placed  their  gre^teft  glory  in  being 
.proteftors  of  it. 

What  a  convincing  teftimony  is  it  of  the 
truth,  to  find,  that  in  the'  tijnes,  wherein  pro- 
iaiic  hiftories  hrfve  nothing  to  tell  tis  but  fables, 
•or  at  moft  confufed,  and  Jmlf-fdrgotten  faAs,  the 
Scripture,  whic^i  is,  witho$i<  difpute,  the  moft 
-ancicht  book  in  the  world,  carries  us  battk  bijr 
fo  many.precife  Events,  and  by  the  very  rcham.of 
things,  to  their  true  principle,  that  is,  God^  the 
authtr^  of  all ;  and  points  out  to  us  fo  (Uftin^^, 
the -creotipn  of  the  univertfe,  that  of  man  in  par- 
-dcular^  the  hap|>inefs  of  hisiirft  ftate,  thttssafes 
of  his  miferies  and  frailties,  the  corraption  df  ■ 
the  world,  and  the  deluge,  the  c»rigin  of  arts  and 
nations,  the  diftribution  of  lands ;;  in  fhort,  jdhe 
j>rO|5agation  of  mankind,  and  other  inattsrs  of 
like  importance,  whereof  human  hiftories  ipeait 
but  confufedly,  and  oblige,  us  to  feek  eifapdieye 
the  certain  finirces  of  them. 

But  if  l^e  antiquity  of  xeligion  .give^  it  &  nmcfh 
authonty,  its  progrefe  cantimied  without. inter- 
roption,  or  altenltion,  during,  fp  many  .ages,,  and 
in  {pite  of  fo  many  interpoiing  tbbftacks,  makes 
itiwUkA  the  hand  of  God  fiipporting  it. 

What  can  be  more  wond^ftd,  than  to  bdhoM 
it  ftili  fubfift  upon  the  fame  foundations  fmmthe 
h^ginning  of  the  world;  without  either  the  idola- 
try und  impiety,  which  on  all  iiddsrfiirroundcd  it^ 
or  the  tyrants,  who  have  perfecnted  it,;of.  the 
heretics  and  infidek,  that  have  endeavoumd  tw 
corrupt  it,  or  the  cowards,  that  have  bafely  be^ 
tray^  it»  or  its  unworthy  followers,  who  iia^ 
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diihonoured  it  by  their  crimes,  or,  m  fine,  the 
length  of  time,  which  alone  is  fufficient  to  deftroy 
all  numan  things  -,  without  any,  or  all  of  thefe^ 
ha\ang  ever  been  able,  not  to  fay,  to  extinguifh, 
but  even  to  alter  it ! 

If  we  now  come  to  conftdcr  what  idea  that  re- 
ligion, whofe  antiquity  we  revere,  gives  us  of  her 
objeft,  that  is,  of  the  firft  being,  we  ihall  confeft 
her  above  all  human  conception,  and  worthy  to 
be  regarded,  as  come  from  God  himfelf. 

The  God,  whom  the  Jews,  and  Chriftians 
vbave  ever  worfliipped,  hath' nothing  in  common 
with  the  divinities,  full  of  imperfedtion,  and  even 
of  vice,  whom  the  reft  of  the  world  adot-ed*  Our 
God  is  a  God,  infinite,  perfeft,  alone  worthy  to 
avenge  wickedne(s,  and  to  crown  virtue,  becaufe 
He  ^one  is  bolinefs  itfelf. 
.  He  is  infinitely  above  that  firft  caufe,  and  firft 
jaover,  whom  the  philofophers  have  owned,  yet 
without  adoring.  Thofe  of  them,  who  have  been 
wideft  of  the  mark,  have  fet  forth  to  us  a  God> 
Vfho^  finding  matter  eternal  and  felf-exiftent,  as 
well  as  himfelf,  tck>k  and  faihioned  it  as  a  com* 
men  artift,  cramped  in  his  work  by  that  matter^ 
and  its  difpofitions,  which  he  did  not  make; 
without  ever  being  able  to  comprehend,  that  if 
matter  is  from  itfelf,  it  was  not  to  expeA  its  per-, 
feftion  from  a  foreign  hand,  and  that,  if  God  i^ 
infinite  and  perfeft,  He  flood  in  no  need  of  any 
;thing  but  Himfelf,  and  his  own  Almighty  will, 
Xo  make  whatfoever  He  pleafed.  But  the  God 
pf  our  fathers,  the  God  of  Abraham,  the  God^ 
whofe  wonders  Mofes  hath  recorded  to  us^  did 
not  only  put  the  world  in  order^  but  m;(de  it  en; 
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tircly  both  in  its  matter  and  form.  Till  he  gave 
being,  nothing  had  it  but  himfelf  only^  He  is  * 
reprefented  to  us  as  the  maker  of  all  things,  and 
as  making  all  things  by  the  word  of  his  powet> 
as  well  beCaufe  he  makes  all  things  by  reaibn,  as 
becaufe  he  makes  all  things  without  any  trouble ; 
and  the  performance  of  fo  great  works  cofts  Him 
but  a  Angle  word,  that  is,  it  cofts  Him  but  to 
will  it. 

Now,  to  purfue  the  hiftory  of  the  creation^ 
fincc  we  have  begun  it,  Mofes  hath  taught  us, 
that  this  mighty  archited,  whofe  works  coft  Him 
To  little,  has  been  pleafed  to  perform  them  at 
feveral  times,  and  to  create  the  imiverfe  in  fix 
days,  to  ihew  that  He  docs  not  aft  by  neceffity^ 
or  by  a  blind  impetuofity,  as  fome  philofophers 
have  imagined.  The  fim  darts  forth  at  once,  and 
without  referve,  all  the  rays  it  has;  but  God, 
who  afts  by  underftandjkig,  and  with  a  fovereign 
liberty,  applies  his  power  where  He  pleafes,  and  . 
how  far  He  pleafes :  and  as  in  making  the  world 
by  his  word.  He  (hews  that  nothing  is  hard  to 
Him ;  {6  by  making  it  at  different  times.  He  de-  ^ 
monftrates,  that  He  is  mafter  of  his  matter,  of  his 
aftion,  of  his  whole  undertaking ;  and  that  He 
has,  in  afting,  no  other  rule  than  his  own  will, 
ever  infallibly  right  in  itfelf. 

This  conduft  of  God  lets  us  fee,  alfo,  that  . 
every  thing  proceeds  immediately  from  His 
hand.  The  nations  and  philofophers,  who  have 
believed,  that  the  earth,  mixed  with  the  water, 
and  affifted,  if  you  will,  by  the  heat  of  the  fun, 
had,  of  itfelf,  and  by  its  own  friiitfulnefs,  pro- 
duced the  plants  and  animals,  have  moft  grofsly 

.  erred. 
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erred.  The  Scripture  hath  given  us  to  underftand, 
that  the  elements  are  barren,  if  the  word  of  God 
do  not  render  them  fruitful.  Neither  the  earth, 
nor  the  water,  nor  the  air,  would  ever  have  had 
the  plants  and  animals  we  fee  m  them,  if  God, 
who  had  made  and  prepared  their  matter,  had 
not  alfo  formed  it  by  his  Almighty  will,  and 
given  to  every  thing  the  feed  proper  for  its  mul- 
""tiplication  in  all  ages. 

Thofe,  who  fee  the  plants  derive  their  fpring 
,  and  growth  from  the  fun's  genial  ht::it,  might 
poffibly  be  apt  to  fancy  that  he  is  the  creator  of 
them.  But  the  Scripture  exhibits  to  us  the  earth 
clothed  with  grafs  and  all  manner  of  plants,  be- 
fore ever  the  fun  was  created,  that  fo  we  may 
conceive  that  every  thing  depends  on  God 
alone. 

It  pleafed  the  great  artificer  to  create  the  light, 
even  before  He  reduced  it  to  the  form  He  gave 
it  in  the  fun  and  ftars ;  becaufe  he  meant  to  teach 
us,  that  thofe  great  and  glorious  luminaries,  of 
which  feme  have  thought  fit  to  make  deities,  had 
in  themfelves,  neither  that  precious  and^ihining 
matter,  whereof  they  were  compofed,  nor'  that 
admirable  form,  to  which  we  fee  them  re- 
duced. 

.  In  ihort,  the  account  we  have  from  Mofcs  of 
the  creation,  difcovers  to  us  this  gre^t  fecret  of 
true  philofophy,  that  in  God  alone  dwells  all 
fulnefs  and  abfolute  power.  Happy^  Wife,  Al- 
mighty, alone  Self-fufficient,  He  afts  without 
neceffity,  as  He  a6ls  without  need;  never  conr 
fined  or  cramped  by  matter,  but  makes  of  it 
what  He  pleafes  5  becaufe  He  <t  is,  who 
hath  given   it,  by  his  fole  will  and  pleafure, 

the 


UNIVERSAL    HISTORY. 


m 


the  foundation  of  its  being.  By  this  fovereign 
right  He  turns  it.  He  moulds  it.  He  moves  it, 
without  any  fort  of  diifficulty  :  all  depends  upon 
JJim  :  a,nd  if,  according  to  the  order  eftablifhed 
in  nature,  one  thing  depends  on  aixother,  as, 
for  inftance,  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  plants, 
upon  the  heat  of  the  fun,  it  is  by  reafon  that 
the  fame  God,  who  made  all  the  parts  of  the 
univerfe,  hath  been  pleafed  to  link  theni  to  one 
another,  and  to  difplay  his  wifdom  by  the  won-  . 
derful  concatenation. 

But  all  that  the  holy  Scripture  teacheth  us 
concerning  the  creation  of  the  univerfe,  is  no- 
thing in  compairifon  of  what  it  fays  of  the 
creation  of  man. 

Hitherto  God  had  done  all  in  a  commanding 
way  :  Let  there  be  light :  let  there  he  a  firmament  inGtn.  u 
the  midft  of  the  waters ;  kt  the  waters  he  gathered 
together  unto  otte  place  ;  kt  the  dry  land  appear^  and 
^let  it  bring  forth  :  let  there  he  great  lights^  to  divide 
-the  day  from  the  night  \  let  the  waters  bring  forth 
fowl  andfijh :  let  the  earth  bring  forth  living  area- 
tureSy  after  their  feveral  kinds.      But  when  He 
^omes  to  the  producing  of  man,  Mofes  makes 
him  talk  in  a  new  ftyle  :  Let  us  piake  man^  faith^en.  L  i^, 
'He,  in  our  image^  after  our  likenefs. 

It  is  no  longer  that  authoritative  word  of 
coiiimand,  but  one  more  mild,  though  no  lefs 
efficacious.  God  holds  council  in  Himfelf :  God 
excite^  himfelf,  as  it  were  to  figriify  to  us,,  that 
the  work  He  is  now  fetting  about,  furpaffes  all 
the  works  he  had  till  then  performed. 

Let  us  make  man.  God  fpeaks  within  Himfelf; 
He  fpeaks  to  fome  one  who  makes  as  well  as 

He, 
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He,  to  fome  one,  of  whom  man  is  the  creature 
and  image;  He  fpeaks  to  another  Self;  He 
(peaks  to  Him,'  by  whom  all  things  were  made, 
)oknv.  19.  to  Him,  who  faith  in  his  Gofpel,  Whatfoever 
things  the  Father  dothy  thefe  alfo  doth  the  Son  Uke^ 
wife.  In  fpeaking  to  his  Son,  or  with  his  Son, 
He  fpeaks  at  the  Tame  time,  with  the  Almighty- 
Spirit,  equal  to,  and  co-eternal  with  Both. , 

It  is  a  thing  unknown  in  all  the  Scripture 
language,  that  any  other  than  God  hath  ever 
(poke  of  himfelf  in  the  plural  number ;  Let  us 
make.  God  himfelf  doth  not  (peak  thus  above 
two  or  three  times  in  Scripture  ;  a^d  this  ex- 
traordinary ftyle  begins  to  appear,  when  he  goes 
about  the  creation  of  man. 

When  God  changes  his  language,  and,  in 
ibmc  (brt,  his  conduA  too,  it  is  not  that  he 
changes  in  Himfelf ;  but  He  (hews  us,  that  He 
is  going  to  begin,  according  to  his  eternal 
counfels,  a  new  order  of  things. 

Thus  man,  fo  highly  exalted  above  the  other 
creatures,  whofe  generation  Mofes  had  defcribed 
to  us,  is  produced  in  a  method  entirely  new. 
The  Trinity  begins  to  declare  itfelf,  in  making 
It  reafonable  creature,  whofe  intelledual  opera- 
tions are  an  imperfed:  image  of  tho(e  eternal 
operations,  whereby  God  is  fruitful  in  Him- 
felf 

.  The  word  of  counfel,  which  God  makes  ufe 
of,  denotes,  that  the  creature,  which  is  about 
to  be  made,  is  the  only  one,  that  can  a(5l  by 
counfel  and  underftandiiig,  AH  the.  reft  is  no 
lefs  extraordinary.  Till  now  we  had  not  feen^ 
in' the  hiftory  of  Genefis,  the  finger  of  God  ap- 
plied 
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plied  to  corruptible  matter.     But  to   form  theGen.ii.  7. 
body   of  man;    Himfelf  takes  earth ;  .and  that 
earth  moulded   by  fuch-a   hand,    receives   the 
mod  beautiful  figure^  that,  hath  ever  yet  appear- 
ed in  the  world.     .       ,  .  "  '     ' 

That  particular  attention  which  appears  in 
God,  when  he  is  making  of  man,  Inews  us, 
.that  he  has  a  particular: regard  for  him, '{hough 
every  thing  elfe  be  immediately  condiicSea  by 
his  wifdom.  > 

•  But  the  manner  in  which  He  produces  the 

.ibul,  is  far  more  wonderful :  He  does  not'  ex* 

traft  it  fpoin  matter  •,  He  infpires  it  froni  atove : 

it  is  a  breath  of  life,  ,that   proceeds  forth*  from 

Himfelf,  .  -         1 

I  1  .  .  - 

When  He- created  thpbeafts.  He  faid.  Let  the  Gen.  l  »o, 
water  bring  forth  fjhes  •,  and  after  this  manner  He 
created  the  fea-monfters,    and    every    moving 
creature  thj^t  hath  life,'. that  was  to  fill  the  wa- 
ters.    He  jfaid  alfo.  Let  the  earth  hring  forth  every  i\^xd^,  2^. 
living  creature^  cattle^  and  creeping  thing.      Thus 
were  to  fpring  thofe  living   fouls,  of  a  brutifli 
and  beftial  Jife,  to  whom  God^  allots  no  other 
fphere  of  aftion,  than  fome .  motions  dependent; 
pn  the  body..    God  calls   them   forth  from  the 
womb  of  the  waters,  and  of  the  earth ;  but  that; 
foul,  whofe.  life  was  to  be  an  imitation  of  his 
own,  which  was   to  live  as  himfelf,  by  reafon         •  ^ 
;md  iui4®rft2Jiding,  whkh  was  to  be  united  to 
^im,  by  contemplating-  and  loving  Him,  and 
which  on  that  account  was  made  in  his  image,  •    • 
could   not  be  dejrived  from  matter.     God,  in 
falhioning  matter,    may  well  form  a  beautiful 
\>9^Y^  but  turn  or  fafliiqn  it  how  He  will.  He 
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never  will  find  in  if  his  own  image  and  Iikencft, 
J^Thc  fpul,  maii};  after  his  image  and  capable  or 
being  happy  iji  the  piyoynient  of  Him,  muft  be 
pfoducjed  hy  a  new  cremation ;  it  muft  come  from 
aboyej  and  this  is  what  is  fignified  hy  that 
breath'  of  life,  which  God   breathe$  from   his 

nioutli. 

JLet  y^  always  remember,  that  Mofes  fet  forth 
Jo  carn4  men,  by  fenfible  images!  pure  apd  intef- 
Jeftual  truths, 

liet  us  not  f^ncy  that  God  breathes  after  tl\e 
manner  of  animals.  'Let  us  not  fancy  that  our 
ibui  is  a  fubtle  air,  or  tliin  vapour.  The  breath, 
>vhTchG6d  infpires,  arid  which  bears  in.  itfelf  the 
.  jmagp  pf  pQd>  is  neither  air  nor  vapaur:  Let  us 
not  Believe,  that  our  foul  is  a  ix)rtipu  of  the  di- 
vine nature^  as  fome  philofophers  hav^  dreamed, 
God  is  not  a  whole  that  can  be  divided,  ThougH 
God  mould  have  parts,  they  would  rio^  be  crea- 
ted ones.  For  the  crekor,  the  uncreated  htlng^ 
could  not  be  cqmpofed  of  creatures.  'The  foul 
js  made,  and  fo  made,  that  it  is  jtiQ  part  of  the 
divine  riaiure;  biit  only  a  fubftanc!^  inade  after 
the  image  apd  liicenefs  of  the  divine  nature-,  a 
fubftance,  thaj;  is*  ever  to  continue  united  to  ttim 
that  fornled  it.  This  is  the  meaning  of  thai  di- 
vine breathing  •,  this  is  what  that '  breath'  of  life 
repreients  to  us. 

Behord,  then,  man  formed !  God  forms  alfp 
put  6f  hini,  the  Companion  He  is  pleafed  to  give 
him.  Ail  men  fpring  from  one  marriage,  in  or- 
der to  be  for  ever  biit  one  and  .the  fame  family^ 
however  difperfed  or  multiplied. 

Our 
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Our  firft  parents,  thus^  formed,  are  placed  in 
that  delightful  garden,  which  is  called  paradife  3     • 
God  owed  to  himfelf  to  make  his  image  happy. 

He  gives  a  command  to  man,  to  let  him  know, 
that  he  hath  a  mafter;  a  comniaad  relating  to  a 
fenfible  thing,  becaufe  man  was  made  with  fenfes; 
an  eafy  command,  becaufe  He  would  render  his  . 

life  as  comfprtable,  as  it  fhould  be  innocent. 

Man  does  not  keep  a  precept  of  fo  ealy  ob^ 
fervance:  he  hearkens  to  the  tempting  fpirit, 
and  to  himfelf,  inftead  of  hearkening  to  God 
only:  his  fall  is  enevitable :  but  we  muft  con- 
lider  it  in  its  origin,  as  well  as  inMtB  confe- 
quences, 

God  had,  at  the  beginning,  made  his  angcl^ 
pure  fpirits,  and  diftind:  from  all  matter.  He 
who  makes  nothing,  but  what  is  good,  had  crea>: 
ted  them  all  in  holinefs,  and  they  had  it  in  their 
power  to  fecure  their  felicity,  by  a  voluntaty 
fubmiflion  to  their  creator.  But  whatever  is 
derived  from  nothing  is  defedive.  A  part  b£ 
thofe  angels  fufFered  themfelves'to  be  feduceci  by 
felf-love.  Wo  to  the  creature  that  delights  in  kr 
felf,  and  not  in  God !  it  lofes  in  a  moment  alfhis 
gifts.  Strange  cfted  of  iin !  thofe  fpirits  of  light 
became  fpirits  of  darknefs:  they  had  no  longer  ' 

f  ny  light,  but  what  turned  to  malicjous  punping^ 
A  malignant  envy  now  took  place  of  love:  their 
native  greatnefs  now  was  only  pride :  their  |iapt 
pinefs  was  changed  into  the  difmal  comf3rt  of 
getting  themfelves  companions  in  their  miferyr, 
and  their  former  bleflfed  exercifes  tq  the  execrar 
tie  employment  of  tempting  men.  The  moft 
pcrfeft  of  them  all,  who  had  alfo  been  th(i  moft 
^  '  Hz  proud|' 
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proud,  proved  the  moft-  ihifchievous,  as  he  was  ' 
Pfal.  yiii,     ;  the  moft  iTiiferable.     Man,  whcm  God  had  made  a 
little  h^er  than  the  angeh^  by  nhiting  him  to>  a 
body,  became  an  objedt  of  jealoufy  to  fo  perfeA 
a  ipirit :  he  wanted  to  draw  him  into  his  rebel- 
.  lion,  that  he  might  afterwards- involve  hiiit  in  his 
;  deftrudtion.     Let  us  hear  how  he  befpeaks  him, 
and  dive  to  the.  bottom  of  his  artifices*     He  ad- 
-  dreiTes  himfdf^a  Eve,  as  the  tweaker  veffcl  *  but 
,ih  the  perf0n  of  Eve,  he  fpeafcs  to  her  hufband  as 
e^n.iii.  I.    'well  as  to  her:  Yea^  hath  God fyid^ ye  JbaU  not  eat 
-of  ffvery  tree^/>f  the  garden?.  If  He  hath  inade  you 
i:eafonablc  creatures,  you  plight 'to  know  the  rea- 
Gen.m.4.     fon  of  every  thing:  this  fruit  is  not  poifbn :  Ye 
'Jball  not  furely  die:  Behold,  how  thefpirit  of  revolt 
begins !  The  command  is  difpiited,  and'  the  ob^-  r 
lyd.  iii.  5.     dience  is  brought  into  doubt.     Tejhallhe  asgids^ 
free  and. independent,  happy  in  yourfelvcs,  ana   . 
'^nfk-  through  yo^rfclves;  ye  Jhall  know  gvod  and 
,  ^^//j 'nothing  mall  be  impenetrable  to  you.     By 
^thefe  perfuaJive"  arguments  does  the' deluding 
•fpifit  ftt  ^himfelf  up  againft  the  creator's  order, 
-and  above  his   tule.     Eve,  half-gained,  look^ 
Ibid.  6.         .'lipon  the  fmttj  whofe  beauty  promifed  a  pleafant 
iafte.     Finding ^that  God  had  united  in  m^an  a 
fdul  -and   body,  Ihe  thought,   that  in  favour  of 
naan,  he  might  poflibly  hiive  alfo  annexed  to 
plrfnts  iupenrnturkl  virtues,  and  intelleftual  gifts 
to  fenfible  objed-s.     After  eating  of  this  beauti-   . 
fut  fruit,  ftie  prefented  of  it  aho  to  her  hufband. 
3^hold  Hini'dangerbufly  attacked!  Example  and 
.  -t^lnplaifance  add  ftrength  to  the  temptation :  he 
is  beguikd  into  tiie  fentimentsof  the  tempter,  fo 
J>bv/erfuily  'hacked:  a  deceitful  curipfity,  ;i  flatter- 
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Ing  thought  of  pride,  the?*fecret  pleafure  of  ad-, 
ing  fpot^taneous^  and,  according  to  one*s  own  in* 
clin^tions^  allure  ^nd  blind  him :  he  is  willing  to 
make  a  dangerous  tr'ral  of  his  liberty,  and  taftes, 
with  the  fbrbidden  fruity  the  pernicious  fweets  of 
Jjleafing  his  fancy :  the  fenies  mingle  their  allure- 
ments with  this  new  charm^  he  follows  them,  ht 
fubmits  to  them,  he  makes  himfelf  their  flave^ 
who  was  before  theif  matter,  4 

'  At  the  fame  time  every  thing  changes  to  hinu 
The  eartfi  fmile^  no  longer  tipon  hitii  as  for* 
merly  •  he  ftiall  have  ho  more  from  thence,  but 
by  the  fweat  of  his  brows  ;  the  fky  has  .no  mord 
that  fetenity  of  air  :  the  animals-,  which  all^ 
even  the  moft.  odjous  and  ifierce,  were  wont  to 
afford  him  an  innocent  paftime,  affume  to  hjni 
hideous .  forms.  God,  who  had  made  every 
thing  for  his  happincfs,  turns  every  thing  in  a 
iAoment  into  his  punifhment.  He  is  a  burden  Can,  iU.  7,- 
to  himfelf,  who  had  enjoyed  fuch  felf^ompla- 
cency.  The  rebellion  of  his  fenfes  makes  him 
obferve  in  himfelf  fomewhat  ftiameful.  It  is  no 
ftiore  that  fir  ft  work  of  the  creator,  in  which  all 
was  comely^  Sin  hath  made  a  new  work,  that 
needeth  to  be  hid.  Man  can  no  longer  fupport 
his  fliame,  and  would  fain  covef  it  from  hts  owft 
'  eyeSi     But  God  becomes  ftill  more  infupporta-  , 

ble  to  him.  That  great  God,  who  had  made 
liim  after  his  likenefs,  and  had  given  him  fenfes^ 
as  a '  neceflary  help  to  his  under ftanding,  wbs 
pleafed,  fometimes,  td  fhew  himfelf  to  him  un-* 
der  a  fenfible  form  :  man  can  no  longer  endure 
his  prefence.  He  feeks  the  d^epeft  recefies  of Ocu.  iii.  s. 
the  woods^  to  hide  himfelf  from  the  prefence  of 

M  3  him. 
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him,  who  formerly  ^as  his  whole  happinefs* 
His  confciencc  accufes  him  before  ever  God 
foeaks.  His  woful  excufes  compleat  his  con- 
nifion.  He  muft  die :  the  re  r.edy  of  immor- 
tality is  taken  from  him,  and  a  more  dreadful 
deaths  namely,  that  of  the  foul,  is  figured  to 
him  by  that  bodily  death,  to  which  he  is  con- 
demned. But  behold  our  fentence  virtually  pro- 
nounced in  his  !  God,  who  had  refolved  to  re- 
*ward  his  obedience  in  all  his  pofterity,  the  mo- 
ment he  fell  from  it,  condemns  and  fmites  him, 
hot  only  in  his  own  perfon,  but  alfo  in  all  his 
children,  as  in  the  moft  tender  and  deareft  part 
of  himfelf :  we  are  all  curfed  in  our  firft  prin- 
ciple :  our  birth  is  tainted  and^  infi^ded  in  its 
fource. 

^  L!et  us  not  here  pretend  to  examine  thofe  ter- 

rible rules  of  divine  juftice,  by  which  •  the  hu- 
•  man  rac^e  is  curfed  in  its  original.     Let  us  adore 

the  judgments  of  God,  who  looks  upon  all  men 
as  one,  in  him,  from  whom  he  means  to  make 
all  proceed.  Let  us  alfo  look  upon  ourfelves  ais 
degraded  in  our  rebellious  parent,  as  ftigmatized 
for  ever  by  the  fentence,  that  dooms  him,  as 
b^niflied  with  him,  and  excluded  paradife,  which 
he  ought  to  have  preferved  for  our  birth- 
place. '  ♦  . 
The  riiles'  of  human  juftice  may  help  us  to 
enter  into  the  depths  of  divine  juffice,  whereof 
they  are  a  fhadow :  but  they  can  never  difcover 
to  us  the  bottom  of- that  abyfs.  Let  us  believe 
.  ^  that  the  Juftice^  as  well  as  mercy  of  God^  will 
' .  -  not  be.  meafured  by  thofe  of  men,  and  that  both 
have  effeifts  far  more  jB3{tenfive  and  profound. 

.'    '      '  But 
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But  whilft  God's   fcverities   upon    marifeind 
alarm  us,  let  us  admire,  how  h^  turns  our  eye^     - 
to   a  more   agreeable  objeA.     Under  the  figureoen.  iii:  <4, 
of  the  ferpcnt,  whofe  crooked  windings  were  %'5»    - 
lively  image  of  the  dangerous  infinuations, ,  and 
fallacious  devices^  of  the  evil  fpirit^  God  Ihews 
tour  mother  Eve  her  enemy  van^uiijbed^    and 
points  out  to  her  that  blefled  ieed,  which  was  to 
hruife  her  vanqui/her*s  beady  that  •  is,  to  numblc 
his  pride^  and  puU  doWn  his  empire,  over  the 
whole  earth*      This  bleflfed    feea   was    Jesus  . 
Christ,    the    ion    of   a  virgin  ^    that    Jesus 
Christ,  in  whom  alohe  Adam  nad  ^of  finned, 
becaufe  he  was  to  fpring  from  Adam  in  k  divine 
hiannei'i  and  to  be  conceived^  hot  by  riiah,  but 
by  the  Holy  Ghofti 

But  before  the  Saviour  mould  be  given  us, 
it  was  fit  mankind  ihould .  by  a  long  experience 
know,  the  need  they  had  of  iuc^  a  luccpur* 
Man  was  then  left  to  himlelf,  his  inclinations^ 
became  corrupt,^  his  enormities  weht  beyond  all. 
bounds,  and  iniquity  covered  the  whole  face  of 
the  ear A»  . 

Then  God  meditated  a  Verigeincfe,  the  re- 
membrance of  which  he  relolved  fhould  never 
be  blotted  out  from  ambiig  -mfih. :  that '  of  the 
tlniverfal  flood,  the  memory  of  which  iccbrdiii^ly 
is  ftill  iaftitig  in  all  nations,  as  well  as  ^at  of  the 
wickednefs  which  occafioried  lU 

Let  men  ho  longer  fancy,  that  uie'  world  tfioves 
Mlone ;  and  that  what  has  been,  Ihall  always  be^ 
as  being  6f  itfelf.  God,,  who  hath  made  all 
things^  and  by  whom  all  things  fubfiil^  li  about 
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to  drown  both  man  and  heart,  that  is,  he  is  about 
to  deftroy'the  moil  beautiful  part  of  his  wof  k. 

He  had  need  of  nothing  befides  himfelf  td 
deftroy,  what  he  had  made  by  a  word :  but  he 
judged  it  more  Worthy  of  hmi  to  make  his  crea- 
tures the  inftrument  of  his  Vengeance,  and  h^ 
calls  the  waters  to  ravage  the  land  already  over-' 
liowed  with  \^ickednefs.  ^  ' 

There  was  found  in  it,  however,  one  juft  m^n» 
God,  befojre  he  faved  him  from  the  deluge  of 
waters,  had  preferved  him  by  his  grace  from  the 
deluge  of  iniquity.  His  family  .was  referved 
td  replenifh  the  earth,  which  was  about  to  be  but 
6ne  immenfe  folitude.  By  the  cares  of  that 
fighteous  perfon,  God  faves  the  animals,  that  fo 
man  may  underftand,  they  ^re  made  for  him, 
fiind  fubjedted  to  his  dominion  by  their  creator. 

The  world  becomes  new  again,  and  the  earth 
once  more  rifes  out  of  the  bofom  of  the  waters  •, 
'         ♦         but  in  this  new  world  there  .remains  an  eternal 
impreflion  6f  the  divine  vengeance.     Until  the 
*  flood,  all  nature  was  ftronger,  and  more  vigorous  • 

by  that  immenfe  body  of  waters,-  which   God 
brought  upon  the  earth,  and  by  their  long  con- 
tinuance on  it,  the  juices  it  contained  were  alter- 
ed; the  air,  clogged  with  an  exceflive  moifture, 
ftrengthened  the  principles  of  corruption;  and 
the  old  conftitution  of  the  world  being   thus" 
weakened^  the  human  life,  which  before  would' 
rim  to  near  a  thoufand  years,  gradually  decreafed : 
herbs  and   fruits  had  no  longer   their  former' 
ftrength,  and  there  was  a   neceffity  for  giving 
men  a  more  fubftantial   food  in  the  fldh  of' 
ahimals. 

.Thus 
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Thus  by  degrees  wei-e  to  difappe'ar  and  weir 
out  the  remains  df  the  primitive  inftitution  •,  and 
nature  changed  gave  man  intimation,  that  God 
was  no  more  the  Tame  to  him,  iince  he  had  been 
provoked  by  fo  many  crimes. 

Moreover,  that  long  life  of  the  primitive  menManeth.'Be- 
recorded  in  thfe  annals  of  the  people  of  God,  hasJ?A  ^^^^-^ 
not  been  uriknown  to   other  nations,  and  their&  J.  apu4  jL. 
antient  traditions  have»preferved  the  memory  of^cp^-  Ant.  i. 
it.     Death  advancing  with  fwifter  fteps*,  caufed^*  J^'"^'  ^P- 
men  t6  feel  a  Ipeedier  vengeance  •,  and  as  they 
daily  plunged  4eeper  and  deeper  into  wickednefs, 
it  was  fit  they  mould  be  likewife,  fo  to  fpeak, 
daily  plunged  deeper  in  their  puniftiment. 

Thfe  fingle  change  of  diet  might  have  intimated  - 
to  them,  how  much  their  ftate  was  growing 
worfe,  fince  by  becoming  weaker,  they  at  the 
fame  time  became  more  voracious  and  bloody, 
fi^efcft-e  the  time  of  the  deluge,  the  food  men 
fcund  without  violence  in  the  fruits,  which  fell 
6f  meir  own  accord,  and  in  th^  herbs,  which  alfo 
dried  fo  faft,  was,  doubtldfs,  fome  remains  of  the 
primitive  ihriQcence,  and  of  the  mildnefs  to  which' 
we  were  formed.  Now  for  our  nourifhment  wd 
ftiuft  fpill  blood.  In  fpite  of  the  horror  it  hatu* 
rally  excites  in  us,  and  all  the  refinements  we 
make  ufe  of  to  cover  our  tables,  are  fcarce  fufE- 
cient  to  difguife  to  us  the  carcafes  we  muft  de- 
vour to  fatisfy  us. 

But  that  is  the  fmalleft  part  of  our  misfortunes.' 
Life,  already  fhortened,  is  ftill  more  abridged  by 
the  violences  introducing  among  mankmd.  Man, 
whom  w6  faw  in  the  primitive  times  fparing  the 
life  of  beafts,  grows  now  accuftomed  not  to  fpare 

even 
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even  that  of  his  fellow-crcaturcs.  In  vain  did 
God,  prefcntly  after  the  deluge,  forbid  the  ihed- 
dinjg  of  human  blood :  in  vain,  to  prcferve  ibmc 
veftiges  of  the  mildnefs  of  our  nature,  while  he 

Geii.ix.4*  allowed  to  eat  the  flefli  of  beafts,  hadhereferved 
the  blood.     Murders  multiplied  without  mea- 

Ccn.iv.  s.    fufe.     It  is  true,  that  before  the  flood  Cain  had 
I  {acriiiced  his  .  brother  to  his  jealoufy,     Lamech, 

Ckn.hr.  13.  {primg'  from  Cain,  had  committed  the  fecond 
inurder,  and ,  we  may  believe  that  more  were 
committed  after  thofe  damnable  examples.  But 
wars  were  not  yet  invented*  It  was  after  the 
deluge,  that  appeared  thofe  ravagers  of  provin- 
ces, called  conquerors,  who,  incited  by  the  fbic 
glory  of  command,  have  exterminated  fb  many 
innocent  perfbns. 

Gc».  t.  9.  Nimrod,  a  curfed  fpawn  of  Ham,  who  was 
curfed  by  his  father,  began  the  making  of  war, 
only  to  eftablffh  an  empire  to  himfelf. .  !^om 
that  time  ambition  hath  wantonly  (ported  with 
the  lives  of  men: ,  nay,  they  came  the  length  of 
killing  each  other,  in  cold  blood :  the  height  of 
glory,  and  the  moft  noble  of  all  arts,  was  to  put 
one  another  to  death. 

Such  were  the  beginnings  of  the  World,  as  the 
hiftory  of  Mofes  reprefents  them  to  us :  begin- 
nings happy  at  iirft,  but  afterwards  big  with 
miiciuefs :  with  refpeft  to  God,  who  makes  all 
things,  ever  admirable  •,  fuch,  in  Ihort,  that  we 
learn  by  revolving  them  in  our  mind,  to  confider 
the  univerfe  arid  mankind  ever  under  the  hand  of 
the  creator,  brotfght  oiif  of  nothing  by  his  wocd, 
preferved  by  his  goodnefs,  governed  by  his  wif- 
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dotn,  puniihed  by  his  juftice,  ddiyered  by  his 
mercy,  a&d  ever  fubjed  to  his  power. 

This  is  not  the  univerfe  philofbphers  have  coHr 
ceived  it,  formed,  according  to  fome,  by  a  for-r 
tuitous  concourfe  of  atoms,  or  which^  according, 
to  the  wifeft  of  them,  flirnilhed  its  matter  to  its 
author,  which  confequently  depends  on  him, 
neither  in  the  eflence  of  its  being,  nor  firft  eftate, 
and  ties  him  up  to  certain  laws,  which  himfelf 
cannot  violate. 

Mofes,  and  our  ancient  fathers,  whofe  tradi* 
tions  Mofes  hath  coUeAed,  afford  us  other  no*-  , 
tions.  The  God  he  hath  declared  to  us,  hath  a 
very  different  power :  he  can  do  and  undo  jufl 
as  he  pleafes ;  he  giveth  laws  to  natur^  and 
abrogates  them  when  he  will.. 

if,  in  order  to  make  himfelf  known  in  times, 
when  the  greateft  part  of  men  had  forgot  him. 
He  wrought  aftonifhing  miracles,  and  forced  na- 
ture to  recede  from  her  moft  conflant  laws.  He, 
by  {o  doing,  continued  to  demonflrate,  that  He 
was  her  abfblute  mailer,  and  that  his  will  is  the 
only,  bond,  that  keeps  up  the  order  of  the 
world. 

And  this  was  juft  what  men  had  forgot:  the 
lability  pf  fo  beautiful  an  order  ferved  now  only 
to  perfuade  them,  that  that  order  had  ever  been, 
and  that  it  was  from  itfelf :  whereby  they  were 
prompted  to  worfhip  either  the  world  in  general, 
or  the  ftars,  the  elements,  and,  in  fhort,  all  thofc 
great  bodies  which  compofe  it.  God  hath  there- 
fore Jfhewn  to  mankind  a  goodnefs  worthy  of 
himfelf,  in  reverfing  upon  remarkable  occafions, 
that  order j  whi(ih   not  only  no  longer  ftruck 

them,    - 
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thenij  becaufe  they  were  ifccilfeomecl  to  it,  but 
Which  even  prompted  them^  fo  groTsly  i^ere 
they  blinded,  to '  imagine'  eterniiy  and  indepen- 
dence el{ewhere  than  in  Godi 

The  htftory  of  thfe  people  of  God  dttefted  by  its 
6wn  progreffibri,  and  by  the  religion,  ks  well  of 
thofe  who  wrote  it,  as  of  thofe  who  have  preferved 
it  with  fo  much  care,  has  kept,  as  in  a  faithful  re- 
gifter,  the  memory  of  thofe  miracles,  and  gives  us 
thereby  a  true  idea  of,  the  fupreme  dominion  of 
God,  Almighty  mafter  of  his  creatures,  whether  to 
hold  them  fubjecS:  to  the  generdl  laws  He  hath 
eftablifhed,  or  to  give  them  others,  when  he 
judges  it  neceflkry  by  fonie  furprizing  ftroke  t6 
awaken  fleeping  mankind* 

Such  is  the  God,  whom  Mofes  hath  propofed 
to  us  in  his  writings, '  as  the  only  one  we  ought 
to  ferve ;  fuch  the  God,  whom  the  patriarchs 
worshipped  before  ever  Mofes  was  ;  in  a  word^ 
the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaaie,  and  Jacdb ;  to 
whom  our  father  Abraham  was  willing  to  ofFer 
up  his  only  Ton ;  of  whom  Melchifedek,  the 
type  of  jEstJS'  Christ,  was  high-prieft ;  to 
whom  our  father  Noah  facrificed^  upon  coming 
but  of  the  ark  ;  whom  righteous  Abel  had  ac- 
knowledged in  offering  to  him  of  his  moft  pfe^ 
eious  fubftance ;  whom  Seth,  given  to  Adani 
inftead  of  Abel,  had  made  known  to  his  chil^ 
dren,  called  alfo  the  children  of  God ;  whoni 
Adam  himfelf  had  fet  forth  to  his  defcendants, 
as  him,  out  of  whofe  hands  he  had  lately  come^ 
arid  who  alone  could  put  to  end  to  the  woes  of 
kis  unhappy  pofterity. 
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'Or excellent  phitofe|Ay,  whiph  gives  us  fuch 
pure  ideas  of  the  ^authof:  of  our  being !  Excel- 
lent tradition,  that :  preferves  to  us  the  memotry 
of  his  glorious  wonks !  JFJ^wholy  the  people, of 
God,  itnce  by  nn.munteirupted  fucceifipn,  from 
the  fouiMJ^tion  of  .the  .y^orld  down  to  our  days, 
they  have  ever  pjreferye4  fo  holy  ^  tr^^dition  and 
phibfophy ! 

^utas  the.pe?^le;qf  :Qod  be^un  under  the       11. 
patriarch/ Abraham,. to  take  a  more  regular  form,^^^^?**?^ 
it  will   b^  neaeffary,.  Sir,  to  dwell,  with'  you  a  ^^^^^^  *j 
little  upon  that  great  man. 

He  ivas  bcJrtl  abolit  three  hundred  and  fifty 
years,  a^er  the'AojQd,  at  a  time,^  when  hum^n 
iife,  though  reduced  to,  narrower  limits,  was 
ftill  very  long.  •  iNp^hr^as  but  juft  dead  ;  Shepi 
hiseldeft  fon  was  yet  ftliye^  md  Abr  jJi^m  raigtit 
Jxave  pafled  the -moftpf;^]?.  days '^with>h^ 

Figure  then  to  ysiiirftlf  the  jvppy;  to    new^ 
and.  ftill,  fo  to  fp^ak,  drenched  in  4:he  waters  of 
the  deluge,    whea  inen»  fo  near  l^p  .origin  of 
things,  had  no  Qccafion,  in  order,  ^o  know  the 
unity  of  God,  and  the  fervice  that  wa^  due  to 
him,  for  any  thing  but  the  tradition  which  ha4 
been  preferved  of.  it  frpm  Adam  and  Noah  :  a 
tradition   ptherwife  fo  conformable  to  the  light 
qf  reafon,  that  qw  would  have  th9ught  fo  clear 
and  important  a  truth  could  never-^  l^aye  *been 
darkened  or  forg<^ten  among  men.    rSuch  is  the 
firft  ftate  of  religion,  which  continued  down  to 
Abraham,    when^    to  know   the  .^eatnefs    of 
,God,  n^n  had  only  to  cpi^fylt  their  reafon  an4 
-memory.  '     .    •  .   ;     : 
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But  reafon  was  weak  and  corrupted,  and  pro- 
portiongbly  a^  men  removed  further  from  the 
origin  of  things,  they  confounded  the  ideas  they 
had  received  from  their  anceftors.  The  unto- 
ward, or  ill-taught  children,  would  no  longer 
believe  their  oldMecrepit  grand-fires,  whom  they 
fcarcely  knew  after  fo  many  generations ;  human 
^  fenfe  brutified,  (if  I  may  be  allowed  the  term) 

.      -^ '    ,    •  cbiild  rife  no  more  to  intelle6hial   objefts,  and 

men  chufing  no  longer  to  worfhip  ought  but 
what  they  few,  idolatry  diffufed  itfelf  over  th^ 
whole  world. 

The  fpirit,  who  had  beguiled  the  firft  man, 
tafted  now  the  full  fruit  of  his  feduftion,  and  be- 
held the  complete  effeft  of  his  faying.  Ye  JhaU  he 
as  godi.     From  the  moment  he  uttered^  it,  he 
defigned  to  confoimd  in  man  the  idea  of  God 
with  that  of  the  creature,  and  to  divide  a  name, 
whofe  majefly  confifts  in  being  incommunicable. 
His  fcheme  fucceeded<   .  Men  fwallowed  up  in 
flefli  r.nd  blood,  had,  however,  preferved  an  ob- 
fcure  idea  of  the  divine  power,  which  maintained 
'  itfelf  by  its  own  force  -,  but  being  blended  with 
the  images  that  entered  by '  their  fenfes,  made 
them  fall  down  and  worfhip  all  things  wherein 
there  appeared  any  aftivity  or  power.     Thus  the 
■  fan  aiKl  ftars,  which  made  their  influences  felt  at 
foch  adiftance,thefire  and  elements,whofe  eff^fts 
were  fo   uniy'erfol,  became   the  firft  pbjedls  of 
public  adoration.     The  gl^eat  kings,  and  con^- 
querprs,  who  were  fo  mighty  in  the  earth,  and 
*the  authors  of  inventions '  ufeful  to  human  life, 
had  foon  after  divine  honours  paid  them.     Men 
:fafeje<Jled  themfelyes  to  the  tyranny  of  their  fen- 
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f^s :  the  fenfes  decided  every  thing,  and  made, 
jn  fpite  of  reafon,  all  the  gdds  that  were  adored 
jupon  earth,  - 

How  widely  diftant  did  man  now  feem  from 
his  firft  inftitu'tion !  And  how  was  the  image  of 
God  defaced  in  him !  Could  God  have  made 
him  with  thofe  perverfe  inclinations,  that  were 
daily  more  and  more  declaring  themfelves  ?  And 
did  not  that  amazing  propenfity  he  had  to  fiib- 
mit  to  every  thing  but  his  natural  Lord,  betray 
too  vlfibly  the  ftrange  hand,  by  which  God*3 
workmanihip  had  been  fo  deeply  altered  in  the 
human  mind,  that  fcarce  could  any  trace^  of  it  be 
/ourid?  Driven  by  that  blind  impulfe,  which 
Iwayed  hira,  he  hurried  into  idolatry,  nor  was 
'any  thin^  able  to  ftop  his  career.  So  great  an 
evil  njade  a  wonderful  progrefs.  But  left  it 
fhould  infedf  alj  mankind,  and  utterly  extinguifh 
the  knowledge  of  God,  that  great  God  called 
from  on  high  his  fervant  Abraham,  in  whofe 
family  he  meant  to  effablifh  his  worfhip,  and  pre- 
fcrve  the  ancient  belief,  as  well  of  the  creation 
of  the  liniverfe,  as  of  the  particular  providence, 
with  which  he  governs  human  things. 

Abraham  has  ever  been  celebrated  in  the  Eaft. 
Jt  is  riot  only  the  Hebrews  that  look  upon  him 
as  thdr  father :    the  Idumearis  boaft  tie   fame 
original.  Ilhmael,  thefon  of  Abraham,  is  known  Gen.  xvi.  iB. 
among  the  Arabians,  as  thfe  fountain  whence 
they  q>ruhg.     Circurhcifion  is   continued  with 
them,  as  the  mark  of  their  origin^  and  they  havejofeph.  Ant. 
Sn  all  times  received  it,  riot  on  the  eighth  day,*'^'* 
sifter  the  manner  of  the  Jews,  but  at  their  thir- 
'teenth  year,  as  the  Scripture  informs  us,  it  was  Gen,  xvii.  25. 

given 
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given  to  their  father  Ifhmael  \  ^a  ctiftom  wjiich 
Alcx.Polvh.  ft^^"  prevails  afooug  the  Mahometans.  Other 
apud  jof.  Ant.  Arabian  nation's  commemorate  Abraham  aiid 
Hecat.  Eupf"  Keturah,  and  they  are  the  fame  the  Scripture 
Alex.Polyh.  derives  from  that  marriage,  .This  patriarch  was 
&al.apucljof.a  Chaldean,  and  thofe  people,  famed  for  their 
&  Euf.  pi4p! .  aftronomical  obfervations,  h^ve  counted  Abra^ 
Ev.^x.  i6,i7,.ham  as  one  of  their  moft  learned  oblervers.  The 
xm/?i*Ni^  §yria^  biftorian^  have  made  him  king  of  'Da- 
Damaf.  lib.  iv.  mafcus,  though  a  ftranger,  and  come  from  tlie 
^^*  T  var  ^^^^^^^  ^^  Babylon,  and  they  tejl  that  he  quit- 
p.  49i.'&ap.  ted  the  kingdojpa  df  Damafcus,  in  order  to  fettle 
Jof.  Ant.  1.  Ill  the  country  of  the  Canaanites^.  afterwards  c^l- 
Euf.  praep.  EvM^.  Judea,  But  it  is  better  worth  while  to  6b^ 
ix- 1^.  ierye  what  the  hiftory   of  the  .people   of  God 

^•elates  to  us  concerning  this  great  man,  .  "Vi^e 
Jiaye-feen,  that.Abr^am  followed  the  kinci  of 
life,  which  die  ancients  did  before  all  the  world 
was  reduced  into  kingdoms,  IFle  reigned  in  J^is 
'family,  with  which  he  embraced  that  paftor^ 
life,  fo  noted  for  its  fimplicity!  and  innocence  5 
pep.  ;ciii.  &c.  rich  in  flocks,  in  flaves,  and  in-  mon^y  ;  but 
without  lands^  and  without  inheritance,  anc^  ye,t 
he  lived  in  a  foreign  kingdom,  refpeded,  and 
independent  as  a  prince, '  His  piety  and  integri- 
ty, protefted  by.  God,  won  hjm  this  refpe<5V, 
He  treated  as  an  equal  with  kings-,  who  courted 
his  alliance,  and  thence  came  the  ajacierit  opinion, 
'  *  that  he  made  himf(?lf  a  king,  '  Though  his  life 

was  fimple  and  peaceful,  he  knew  "hpw  to  make 
war,  but  only  in  defence  of  his  oppreiled  allies. 
He  defended  them,  and  revenged  them  by  a 
fignal  viftory .  He  reftored  them  all  their  riches, 
retakpn  from  the  enerpiies,  without  referving  any 
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\     thing,  but  the  tithe,  which  he  offered  to  GodjG^vxiv.ao, 
and  the  portion  that  belonged  to  the  auxiliary  ^\ 
troops,  which  he  had  carried  to  battle.     More- 
!     over,    after  fb  great  a  fervice,  he  refufed   the. 
I     prefents  of  the  kings  with  an  unparalleled  mag-  ^ 
i     nanimity,  and  could  not  endure  ;l:hat  any  man  - 

Ihould  boaft,  he  hai  made  Abraham  rich.     HeGen.xj^xui. 
would  owe  nothing  but  to  God,  who  protefted**    n 
him,  and  whom  alone  he  followed  with  a  perfeft . 
'     faith  and  obedience.  .j 

Guided  by  that  faith,  he  had  left  his  native^cn.  xii^^jc. 
country,  to  come  into  a  land  which  God  fhewed 
Him.     God,  who  had  called  him,  and  rendered  • 
him  worthy  of  his  covenant,  concluded  it  upon  ^ 
\     thefe  conditions.  , 

,      •.  He 'declared  to  him,  that  he  wpuld  be  hi$Gen.  xrll.  «, 
,      God^  arid  the  God  of  his  children^-  that  is,  that9» 
'     he  would  be  their  prote6tor,  ancf  ^at.  they  fliojiild^ 
lerve  him  as  the  only  God,  creator  of  heaven  and; 

earth.  ^  •      > 

'  He  promifed  to  him  and  hh  ped  xtfter  hinty  ^ibidi 
land^  (namely  that  of  Canaan)  for  an  everlafiing    -^   * 
fojfejftony  and  for  the  feat  of  religion^ . .  '     . 

.  Now  Abraham  had  no  children,  and  Sarah  hisGen.  xil.  2; 
wife .  was  barren.     God  fware  to  him  by  him-^^jif'j^^' 
lelf,  and  by  his  eternal  truth,  that  of  him  and 
that  woman  fhould  fpring  a  nation,  that  ftiould 
equal  the  ftars  of  heaven,  and  the  fandof  tha^ 
fea  for  multitude. 

But  here  comes  the  moft  memorable  article  oC 
the  divine  promife.     All  nations  were   running 
headlong  into  -idolatry.     God  promifed  to  the  Gen.  xU.  3. 
holy  patriarch,  that  in  him,  and  in  his  feed,   all/T^^*  *^'      ^ 
thofe  blinded  nations,   which  had  forgot  their 

N  creator^ 
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/Creator,  flipuld  be  blefled,  that  is,ireftored  to  tke, 
-  knowledge  of  him,  wherein  alone  true  blefling  is   ' 
to  be  found. 
'  By  this  faying  Abraham  is  made  father  of  the 
faithful,  and  his  pofterity  is  chofen  to  be  the' 
f<5urce,  whence  the  blefling  is  to  flow  throughout 
the  whole  earth. 

In  this  promife  was  included  the  coming  of  the 
Mefliah,  to  often  foretold  to  our  fathers,  but  al-  - 
ways  foretold  as  him,  \7ho  was  to  be  the  Savibur 
of  the  Gentiles, .  and  of  all  the  nations  of  the 
world. 

Thus  that  blefled  feed  promifed  to  Eve,' 
became  alfo  the  feed  and  offspring  of  Abra-- 
ham* 

Such  IS  the  foundation  of  the  covenant  •,'  fuch 
CtA.  xi^.'     its  conditions.     Abraham  received  the  token  of. 
it'in  circumcifion,.  a  ceremonj,  the  proper  effecSt. 
of  which  wa.s  to  fignify,  that  that  holy  man  be- 
longed to'Gbd^th  alMiis  family. 
Gen.  XV.  i.        Abraham  wag  childlefs,  .when  God  beguYt   to"^ 
xvi.  s,  4-  ••    blefs  his  race.     God  gave  him  iio  feed  for  feve-. 
xxLjj!*'*   ral  years.     Afterwards  he  had  Iflimael,  who  was 
'  to  be  father  of  a  great  nation,  but  not  of  that  cho-  - 

'fen  people  fo  long  promifed  to  Abraham. "    The^ 
.    father  of  the  chofen  people  was  to  fpring  from" 
Gen.  XXI.      hii'n,  and  his  wife  Sarah,  who  was  barren.     At 
'  kngth,  thirteen  yeaf s  after  Iflimael,  came  that  fo 
h)ngwiihed  for  child:  he  was  fiamed  Ifaac,  that' 
is  laughter^  a  .child  of  ioy,  a ,  child  of  miracle,  ^ 
child  of  promife,  \t^ho  mews  by  his  birth,  that  the 
t  friie  children  of  God  are  born  of  grace. . 

^     ^^'  This  blefled  child  was  now  growh  up,  and  of* 

Gen.  xxu.  .         i*it-/-i  -i  ^  k        y 

an  age,  m  which   his  rather  might  expedc  other 

children 
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children  by  hxta^  when  all  qf  a  fuddcfi  God  .com- 
manded him  to  offer  him  up.  To  what  trials,  i^ 
^ith  expofed!  Abraham  'carried  Ifaai:  to  tha 
mountain,  which  God  had  told  him  of,  ^d  w^ 
going  to  facrifice  that  fon,  in  whom  done  God 
promifedto  make  him  father,  both  of  his  people^ 
and  of  the  Mefliah.  Ifaac '  prefented  his  bofpm 
to  the  knife,  which  his  father  heW  r^ady  rtp  J>]ef  ^ 
it.  Gody  fatisfiqd  with  the  obedience  of  .both 
father  and  fo?,  wants  no  more  of  them.  After 
thefe  two  great  men  had  giytn  the  world  fo'  live-* 
ly  and  beautiful  a  type  or  the  voluntary  oblation 
of  Jesus  CHKiSTj^andtafted  in  fpirit  the  bitternefs 
of  the  crofe,  they  ai^e  judge4  truly  worthy  to  be 
his  anceftors.  The  faithfulnefs  of  AbrahamGen.xxli.  i«i 
makes  God  confirm  to  hirn  all  his  ptomifes,  and 
blefs  anew  not  only  his:  family,  but  alfo,  in  his 
iamily,  all;  the  nations  of  the  earth. 
♦  Accordin^gly,  he  continued  his  protedioh  to 
liaac  his  fon,  and  Jacob  his  grandfon*  Theyr 
were  imitators  of  him,  adhering  l;ke  him  to  the 
primitive  faith,  to  the  primitive  way  of  life,  which 
was  the  paftoral,  to  the  primitive  government  of 
mankind,  where  every  father  of  a  family  was 
prince  in  his  houfe.  Thus,  amidft  the  changes 
daily  introducing  among  men,  holy  antiquity 
revived  in  religion,  and  in  the  behaviour  of 
Abraham  and  his  children* 

Therefore  God  repeated  to  Ifaac  and  to  Jacob,Geh.  xxv.tu 
the  fame  promifes  he  had   made  to  Abraham  yxxvi.  4. 
and  as  he  had  called  himfelf  the  God  of  Abraham, ''''^"^-  *^'  '♦• 
he  took  alfo  the  name  of  the  God  of  Ifaac,  and  of: 
the  God  of  Jacob. 

N  a     '  '    Under 
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"  Under  his  prdtedHon  thole  three  great  meil 
feegun  \o  fojourn  iri  the  land  ^f  Canaan;  but 

Afts  vu.  5»  ciily  as  ftrangers,  and  without  poAeffing  a  fool  of 
Und  in  it;  till  the  famine  dt^*  Jacob  into 
E^ypt,  where  his  children  mukiplying,'  foon  be* 

,  came  a  great  nation  as  God  had  promifed.,         « 

Moreover^  though  that  people,  whom  God 
Caufedto  be  bom  in  his  covenant,  Was  to  be  pro-: 
pagated' by  generation,  «nd  though  the  bleffing 
Was  fo  follow  th^  blood,  that  great  God,  never- 
thelefs,  manifefted  in  them  the  eleftion  bP  hia 

,7  •  •      •  » 

gracCi  For,  after  having  chofen  Abr^tn  from 
kmidft  the  nations^  among  the  children  of  Abra^* 
ham  he  chofe  Ifaac,  and  of  Ifaac's  twins  he  choftf 
Jacob,  to  whom  he^ave  the  name  of  Ifrael. 

Jacob  had  t\velve  children,  who  were  the  twelve 
patriarchs,  heads  of  the  twelve  tribes.  ..They  ^1! 
Were  to  enter  into  the  covenant:  but  Judaih  wa» 
ehofen  amongft  all  his  brethren  to  be  father  of 
the  kings  of  Ifrael,  and  father  of  the  Meffiah,  fo 
long  promifed  to  his  anceftors.  ' '         ' 

The  time  was  to  come,  that  tfm.  tribes  being 
<>ut  OjfFfrom  the  people  of  God,  for  their  infidelity,' 
the  pofterity  of  Abraham  fhould  preferve  theff 
primitive  blefling,  that  is,  religion,  the  laild  of 
Canaan^'  and  the  hopes  of  the  Mefliahj  only  In' 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  which' was  to  give  name  to^ 
the  reft  of  the  Ifraelites,  who  were  called  Je\ys,' 
and  to  the  whole  country^  which  Was  namisd 
Judea. 

Thus  the  divine  eleftioh  appears  ftill^  eVeh  Irt^ 
that  carnal  people,  who  were  to  be  preferved  by- 
ordinary  propagation. 
^       ^  Jacot> 
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Jaiiob  fa^infpirit  the  fecret  of  this  eledHan^Gen.xUx, 
When  he  was  about  to  die,  and  his  children 
c  around  his  bed  were  craving  the  blefling  of  fo 
good  a  father,  God  difcovered  to  him  the  ftatte  of 
the  twelve  tribes,  when  they  fliould  be  \n  the 
promifed  land :  he  unfolded  it  in  a  few  words, 
and  thofe  few  words  contain  inhumerabie 
myfteries. 

Thbugh  all  he  fays  of  Jud^h's  brethren  be  ex- 
prelted  with  an  extraordinary  dignity,  and  be- 
(peaks  a  man  tranfported  beyond  himfelf  by  the 
fyirit  of -God ;  yet  when  he  comes'  to  Judah,  hie 
■rifes  ftUl  higher.  Judah ^  fays  he,  thou  ^ art  heVoAA^ 
mohom  thy  hrethrenJhaUprcnfe:  thy  handjhall  he  on 
f  be  neck  of  thine  enemies :  ihy  father^ s  children  Jhdll 
b&w  down  before  thee.  Judah  h  a  lion^s  whelp  % 
from  the  prey  ^  n^  fin^  thou  art  gone  up:  he^  fiooped 
down  J  he  couched  as  alion^  and  as  an  old  lion*,  who 
/hall roufe him  up?  The  fceptre  (that  is,  the  autho-, 
rity^fhdUnot  depart  from  Judah^  nor  a  lawyer  from 
between  his  feet ^  until  Shihh  comCy  and  unto  himjhall 
the  gatheting  of  the  people  be ;  or,  according  to  ano^ 
Aeii  reading,  which  is,  perhaps,  no  lefs  ancient, 
'btit  which  iri'the  main  differs  nothirrg  fi*om  this^ 
until  he  come ^  for 'whofn  things  are  referv^d^^txd  the 
reft  as  we  have  above  recited  it. 

The  fequcl  of  the  prophecy  literally  refers  tq  ' 

the  country  which  the  tribe  of  Judah  was  to 
poflefs  in  the  holy  land.  But  the  former  part  of 
It,  take  it  how  we  will,  can  %nify  nothing  elfe, 
than  Him,  who  was  to  be  the  fon  of  God,  the; 
mihiftir  and  interpreter  of  his  will,'  the  accom- 
iment  of  his  promifes,  and  the  king  of  the 

N  3  '       .  p?>» 
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new  pepple,  that  is,  the  Meffiah/  or  the  Lord's 

anointed,  ^ 

'Jacoly  fpeaks  of  him  exprefsly  to  Jiidah  only, 
from  whom  that  Meffiah  was  to  fpring :  he  com- 
prehends in  the  deftiny  of  Judah  alone  that  of 
the  whole  nation,  which,  after  its  difp^i?iion,  was 
to  fee  the  remnant  of  ^he  other  tf  ibes  rib-united 
under  Judah's  ftandards. 

All  the  terms  of  the  prophecy  are  clear :  there 
is  only  the  vrordi  fceptre^  which  the  cuftom  of  our 
language  might  make  us  take  for  the  royalty 
^one  •,  wheteasi,  in  the  facred  language,  it  figrii- 
fies,  in  general,  power,  authority,  magiftracyt, 
This  ufe  of  the  word  is  to  be  met  with  in  every 
page  of  Scripture :  it  appears  even  manifeftly  in 
Jacob's  prophecy  -,  and  the  patriarch  means,  that 
in  the  days  of  the  Meffiah  all  authority  fhou^d 
^eafe  in  the  houfe  qf  Judah,  which  implies  th? 
total  overthrow  of  a  ftate. 

Thus  the  times  of  the  Meffiah  are  marked  out 

here  by  a  double  change.     By  the  firft,  the  kingr 

dom  pf  Judah,  and  of  the   Jewifh  nation,  i$ 

threatened  with  its  final  ruin.     By  the  fecpnd, 

there  is  to  arife  a  new  kingdpm,  not  only  pf  pn^ 

people,  but  of  all  nations,^  of  whom  the  Meffiab 

is  to  be  the  head  and  hope. 

if.lxv.  &c.         In  Scripture  ftyle*  ^he  Jewifh  people  is  called 

Rom.  X.,  19,   jj^  thefiipgular  numb^ts,   aiid  by   way  of  emir 

4.  xiix!  '6^j!nence,  th^ people^  or,  the  pj9ople  of  G^dy  and  when 

Ji.  4, 5,  &c.    we  find  7ncmy. people^  or  the  naUons^  thofe  who  are 

verfed  in  the  Scriptures,  underftand  the  other 

nations,  who   had  been   alfo   promifed  to   the 

Meffiah  in  the  prpphecy  of  Jacob.  - 

That 
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That  great  prophecy  comprehends,  in  a  few 
words,  the  whole  hiftory  of  the  Jewifli  people^ 
and  of  the  Christ,  who  is  promifed  to  them,  ^  ' 

it  points  out  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  people  of 
God,  nor  is  its  efFeft  yet  ceafed. 

But  I  do  not  intend  to  make  you  a  comment 
tary  upon  it:  you  will  have  no.occafion  for  that, 
fince  by  barely  obferying  the  progrefs  of  the  pepn 
pie  of  God,  you  will  fee  the  fenfe  of  the  oracle 
unfolded  of  itfelf,  and  fimple  events  fhall  be  it3 
interpreters. 

After  the  death  of  Jacob,  the  people  of  God       ni. 
{pjourned  in' Egypt,  till  the  time  6t  the  miB.on^?^^^*^^  ^ 
tif  Mofes,  that  is,  about  two  hundred  years.  ^"  i^oduai- 

Thus  430  years  pafled  away,  before  Godon  ©^  ^^  ?^^ 
gave  his  people  the  land  he  had  promifedj^^f^^^^^^ 
them, 

He  meant  to  accuftom  his  eledt  to  rely  upon 
}iis .  promife,  with  firn;  confidence,  that  it  would 
Ije  fulfilled  fooner  or  later,  and  always  in  the  time 
appointed  by  his  eternal  providence, 

The  iniquity  of  the  Amorites,  whofe  land  and  Gen.  xv,  u« 
fpoils  He  refolved  to.  give  them,  was  not  yet,  as. 
He  declares  to  Abraham,  come  to  the  height  for 
which  he  waited,  in  order  to  deliver  them  up  to 
the  fevere  and  unpitying  vengeance,  that  he  in-, 
tended  to  wreak  upon  them  by  the  hand§  qf  hi^ 
chofen  people. 

It  was  fit  to  givetjiis  people  time  to.  multiply,  JbicU 
{o  as  to  be  in  a  condition  to  fill  the  land,  that  was 
deftined  them,  and  to  take  pofleffion  of  it  by 
force,,  by  exterminating  its  inhabita^nts.  ac;(;urCe4 
pf  God, 
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He  was  willing  that  they,  fhould  undergo  In 
Egypt  a  hard  arid  infiipportable  captivity,  that 
iisyhen  delivered  by  unheard-of  wanders,  they 
might  love  their  deliverer,  and  eternally  cekr 
brate  his  mercies. 
^  Such  was  the  order  of  God*s  counfels,   as  ha 

himfelf  hath  revealed  them,  in  order  to  teach  U3 
to  fear  Him,  to  adore  Him,  t6  love  Him^ 
and  to  wait  for  Him  with  faith  and  patience. 

The  time  being  arrived,  he  hears  the  cries  of 
his  people,  cruelly  afflided  by  the  Egyptians, 
and  fends  Mofes  to  deliver  his  children  from 
their  tyranny. 

Ilxo^.  iij.  He  makes  himfelf  known  to  that  great  man, 

morp  than  he  had  ever  done  to  any  man  living. 
He  appears  to  him  in  a  manner  equally  glorious 
and  cpmfbrting  :  he  declares  to  him  that  he  is 
He,  who  is.     All  that  is  before  him,  is   but  a 

Ibid.-iij.  14.  fhadow.  I am^  fays  he,  tka(  I  am:  being  and 
perfection  belong  to  Me  alone.  He  aflumes  a 
hew  name,  which  denotes  being  and  life  in 
Him,  as  in  their  fource  •,  and  it  is,  under  that 
great  name  of  God,  terrible,  myfterious,  in- 
communicable, that  he  will  henceforth  be 
erved. 

Exod.xx.  j[8.  I  fliall  not  give  you  a  particular  detail  of  the 
plagues  of  Egypt^  or  of  the  hardnefs  of  Pha- 
raoh's heart,  or  of  ^  the  paflage  of  the  Red  Sea,^ 
or  of  the  thunderings,  lightnings,  noife  of  the 
^  trumpet,  or  of  the  fmoke  that  was  (ten  by  the 
people  on  mount  Sinai.  God  there  wrote  with 
his  own  hand,  upon  two  tables  of  ftone,  the  fun- 
damental precepts  of  religion  and  fociety :  He 
didated  the  reft  to  Mofes  with  a  loud  voice. 
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To  maintain  this  law  m  Its  full  force,  he  had  or-]^'^^  ^^ 
ders,  to  form  a  venerable  affembly  of  feventy 
elders,  which'  might  be  called  the  fenate  of  the  '^ 

\  people  of  God,  and  the  perpetual  council  of  the 
station.  God  appeared  publicly^  and  caufed  his 
law  to  be  publiflied  in  his  prefence,  with  an  a- 
ftonilhing  demonftration  of  his  majefty  and 
power. 

Till  then  God  had  given  nothing  in  writing, 
that  could  be  a  rule  to  man.  The  children  of 
Abraham  had  only  circumcifion,  and   the  cere-  • 

monies,  that  accompanied  it,  as  a  token  of  the 
covenant,  which  God  hath  made  with  that  cho- 
fen  race.  They  were  diftinguifhed  by  this  token 
from  the  nations,  that  worshipped  falfe  deities  : 
moreover,  they  preferved  themfclves  in  God*s 
covenant,  by  the  remembrance  they  had  of  the  . 
promifes  made^  to  their  fathers,  and  were  known 
as  a  people,  who  ferved  the  God  of  Abraham, 
Ifaac,  and  Jacob.  God  was  fo  ftrangely  forgot, 
that  it  was  neceflary  to  diftlnguifh  him  by  the 
name  of  thofe  who  had  been  his  worfliippers,  ^ 
and  of  whom  he  was  alfo  the  declared  pro- 
tedtor.  . 

This  great  God  would  no.  longer  leave  to  the 
bare  memory  •  of  men  the  myfteries  of  religion, 
and  of  Jiis  covenant.  It  was  time  to  fet  ftronger 
barriers  to  idolatry,  which  was  overflowing  all 
mankind,  and  like  to  extinguilh  totally  the  re- 
mains of  natural  light.  ^ 

Ignorance  and  blindnefs  had  prodigioiifly  in- 
creafed  in  the  days  of  Abraham.  In  his  time^ 
and  a  little  after,  the  knowledge  of  God  appear- 
ed alfo  in  Paleftine  and  in  Egypt*  Melghizedek,. 

king 
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Gen.  xiy.  x«,  kj^g  of  Salem,  was  the  prieji  of  the  Moft  High 
^^\,  Godl  pojfejfor  of  heaven  and  earth.     Abimelech 

king  of  Gerar,  and  his  fucceflor  of  the  fame 
name,  feared  (aod,  iware  by  his  name,  and  ^d- 
Cen.  XXI.  »i,  mired  his  power.  The  threatenings  of  this  gre^t 
,3.  XXVI.  a^rQ^d  ^gj.g  dreaded  by  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt ; 
but,  in  Mofes's  time,  thofe  nations  were  pervert- 
Gen,  xii.  i7,ed.  The  true  God  was  no  more  known  in  E- 
**'  Syp^i  ^  ^^  Crod  of  all  the  nations  of  the  world, 

Exod.  V.  I,  «,but  as  the  God  of  the  Hebrews.     Men  worfhip- 

K.  I  &c.       P^^  ^^  ^^^  beafts  and  reptiles.     Every  thing 

Exod. yiii.a^,  was  god,  but  God  himfelf ;  and  the  world,  which 

God  had  made  to  manlfeft  his  power,  feemed  to 

have  become  a  temple  of  idols.     Mankind  went 

fo  grofsly  aft  ray,  as   to  worfhip  their  own  vices 

and  paffions ;  nor  muft  we  be  aftonifhed  at  it^ 

There  was  no  power  more  unavoidable,  or  more 

tyrannical  than  theirs.      Man,    accuftomed  to 

think  every  thing  divine,  that  was  powerful,  asi 

he  felt  himfelf  drawn  to  vice  by  an  irrefiftible 

force,  came  eafily  to  believe  that  force  without 

him,  and  foon  made  a  god  of  it. 

Levit.  XX.  »>       Thence  it  was,  that  unchafte  love  had  fo  many 

^*  altars,  and  that  the  moft  horrid  impurities  begun 

to  be  mingled  with  the  facrifices. 

Cruelty  entered  into  them  at  the  fame  time. 
Guilty  man,  racked  with  the  fenfe  of  his  wicked- 
nefs,  and  looking  upon  the  deity  as  an  enemy,^. 
thought  he  could  not  appeafe  him  with  ordinary 
viftims.  He  muft  fhed  human  blood  along  with 
'  that  of  beafts :  a  blind  fear  drove  fathers  to  offer 

up  their  children,  and  to  biirn  them  to  their  gods 
inftead  of  incenfe.  Thefe  facrifices  were  com* 
mon  in  the  days  of  Mofes,  and  made  but  a  par^ 
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•of  tJiofe  hbrribk  iniquities  of  the  Amorites,  whofe 
vengeance  God  committed  to  the  Ifraelites. 

But  they  were  not  peculiar  to  thofe  P^op'c«5*7*';^l?« 
It  is  well  known,  that  in  all  nations  of  the  world,  Q^'yi^^Diodl 
without  excepting  one,  men  have  facrificed  theirijb.  i.  v.  Plm, 
fellow-creatures;  and  there  is  not  a  place  on  the  It*?/  ^^;; 

'  ,  *  /•!  tnen.  iid.  xui« 

face  of  the  earth,  where  they  have   not  fervedPoijh.  dc 
•fc^ne  of  thofe  difmaland  fhocking  deities,  whofe^^"-^^^-"- 
implacable  hatred  to  mankind  required  fuch  fort  je[!&c!  ^  ' 
of  vidims.  . 

Amidft  fo  much  ignorance,  man  came  to  wor- 
fliip  the  very  work  of  his  own  hands.  He 
thought  hintfelf  able  to  lodge  divinity  in  ftatues^ 
and  fo  profoundly  forgot  that  God  had  made 
him^  that  he  thought  in  his  turn  he  might  make 
a  god.  Who  could  believe  it,  did  not  cxperi- 
ience  convince,  us,  that  fo  ftupid  and  brutal  an 
error  was  not  only  the  moft  univerfal,  but  even 
the  moft  inveterate  and  incorrigible  among  men.  ^ 
Thus  W€  muft  own,  to  the  confufion  of  man- 
)dnd,  that  the  firft  of  truths,  that  truth,  which 
the  world  proclaims,  that  truth,  whofe  imprefli- 
on  is  the  moft  powerful,  was  now  the  fartheft 
from  the  fight  of  man.  Tradition,  which  pre- 
ferved  it  in  their  minds,  though  yet  clear,  and 
iufficiently  preferit  with  them,  Jhad  theiy  been  at* 
tentive  to  it,  was  ready  to  vanifh  away ;  mon-  , 
ftrous  fables,  as  full  of  impiety  as  extravagance, 
aflumed  its  place.  The  moment  was  come, 
when  the  truth,  fo  ill  kept  in  the  memory  of 
men,  could  no  longer  be  preferved  but  by  wri- 
ting ;  and  God  having,  moreover,  refolved  to 
forna  his  people  to  virtue  by  laws  more  exprefs, 

'     .  and 
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•^d^  in  greater  nurhber,  he  re&Jyed^  at  J  tlic  lame 
time,  to  give  them  in  writing* 

Mofes  was  called  to  this  work.  That  great 
man  coliedted  the  hiftory  of  paft  ages,  thole  of 
Adam,  Noah,  Abraham,  Ifaac,  Jacot,  and  that 
of  Jofeph,  or,  rather,  that  of  God.  himfelf,  and 
6f  hi^  wondrous  a<5ls. 

He  had  ho  need  to  dig  very  deq)  for  die  tr^t- 
.  ditions  of  his  anceftors.  He  was  bom  an  hun- 
dred years  after  the  death  of  Jacob. .  The  old 
men  of  his  time  might  have  converied  fevcral 
^rears  yrkh  that  holy  patriarch  :  the  memory  o( 
Jofeph,  and  of  the  wonders  God  had  done  by 
that  great  minifter  of  the  kings  of  Egypt,  was 
ftill  frefti.  Two  or  three  mens  livcs«  reached  as 
ifer  back  as  Noah,  who  had  feen  the  childr«i  (^ 
Adam,  and  touched,  fo  to  fpeak,.  th^  origin^  of 
(things 

Thus  the  ancient  traditions  of  mankind,  and 
thofe  of  Abraham's  family,  were  not  hard  to 
recoiled :  the  meijiory  of  them  was  yet  aliv4 
and  we  need  not  wonder,  if  Mofes,  in  his  Ge^ 
nefis,  fpeaks  of  things  that  h^pened  in  thf 
firft  ages  as  certainties,  of  which  too  there  were 
ftill  to  be  feen  remarkable  monuments,  both  in 
the  neighbouring  nations,  and  in  the  land  of 
Canaan. 

Whilft  Abraham,   Ifaac,  and  Jacob  had  int 
habited  that  land,  they  had  every  ivhere  ereded 
monuments  of  the  thin^   which  had  befallen 
/  them*     There  were  ftill  to  be  fhewn  the  places 

where  they  hpd  inhabited ;  the  wells  they  had 
digged  in  thofe  dry  countries,  to  wal^r  their  fa-« 
joiilies  and  flocks  ^  the  mountains  whereon  they 
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liad' (kcrificed  to  God,  and  on  which  he  had  ap- 
peared to  th^m  ;  the  ftones  they  had  eredtcd,  or 
piled  up,  for  a  memorial  to  pofterity  ;  and  the 
tombs,* "wherein  their  facred  aflies  were  depofit- 
cd.  The  memory  of  thofe  great  men  was  re- 
cent, not  only  in  the  whole  country,  but  like* 
wife  over  all  tlhe  Eaft ;  where,  feveral  fampu^  ria^ 
tions  have  never  forgot  that  they  came  of  theitt 
race.        * 

Thus,'  when  the  Hebrew  people  entered  the 
promifed;  land^  ievery  thing  there  celebrated  their* 
anceftors ;,  both  cities  and'^mdtintains,' ndy  thtr 
Very  ftones.  there  fpdke  of  ,tMofe  wondrous  men, 
amd  of  the  •  eftonifliirig  f  Ifibhs,  by  wlirtch  God 
had  cohfirnied  them  in 'the  primitive  iahd  .  true 
belief.        '  '      ' 

'  Tiiey,-- that  are-  ever-fiJ-Httfe  acquaintisd  with 
antiquity,  ,khow  hpw.  curious  the  fii5l>  times  were 
itt  ereftIn^'aiid.preferv'ing'{txchTOonimicnts,'a^ 
how  carefiillf^  pofterity  tti^At^  the  occafibns;  oh . 
iVhich  they  had  becrtfet  u|J.  -This  was  onewfty- 
of  writing  hiftory :  ftorie^  havp  come  fihcfe.  to  be 
faihioncd  \and  poliilifed': ;.  ;aind  ftatues  have'fuc-* 
deeded,  after  pillars^  to  the  ]^ofi  and  folid  m'afles* 
<jre(fted  in  thtijrtt  timesl  '^   .  V       '      '    '      -' 
"'-We  have' even. great^riaaf<»i  to* believe,  that  in' 
thje  lineage. wherein  the  kAbwIedge  of  God  -was 
preferved^  they  preferred  alfo  in  writihg;  W- 
ihoirs  df  ancient  tinies.  '    "     ."•*''• 

•Tor men  have  nevet' been-  withdut  tlu^  care. 
At  Ipaft  k  is  certain,  that  a  fort  of  carols  or  fongs" 
Were  made,-  which  fathers  taught  their  children-,^ 
and  which,  being  fung-at  the  feafts  arrdaftembKeSj^* 

-  *  perpetuated 
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perpetuated  the  memory  of  the  moft  %ial  ani- 
ons of  paft  ages.  *...:.. 

This  gave  Dirth  ,to  poetry,  varied,  in  procefe 

of  time,  into  .feveral  forms,  the  moft  ancient  or 

which  is  ftiil  preferved  in  the  odes  and  liymns 

uied:  by  all  the  ancients,  and  evea  at  prefent  by 

the  nations,  who  have  not  the  ufqr9f, letters,  to- 

^  praife  the  deity  and  ^reat  men^  ; 

The  ftyle  of  thofe  canticles  is  bold,  uncom- 

^  inon,'  yet  natural,  in  that  it  is  fuitfd  to  reprefcnt 

nature  in  its  tranfports,  bounding,  for  that  rea- 

fcn,  by  quick  and -impetuous  faHies,  free  ironv 

the  ordinary  ties,    whic^    regular  diicourfe  re- 

'    quires,  at  the  fame  time  comprehended  in  har-?. 

^     monious  numbers  which  ,aue;ment  its.  ipxc^  ;  it* 

lurprifes  the  ear,  catches  the  imagination,  ntoves 

the  heart,  and  more  jeafily  imprints  itfelf  upon 

the  memory.  ;   ..  .        .    .  -  i 

Aniong  all  the  jiations  of  the.  world,  that  ia 
which  fuch  fpngs  iv^f^pr  inpft  in  ufe,  was-  the  peo- 
Ntimb.  XXI.  pie  of  God.  .  Mofes  mentiops  a  gre^t  many  o£ 
u^  »7>»«»*7»them,  which  he  denqijiin^jt^  bythe  firft  verfes,, 
£xod.jnrk      l?ecaufe  the  people  if  new  tke  reft.     He  made 
two  of  this  kind  himlblf-;*  The  firft.  fets  before 
our  eyes  the  triumphant  paflage  of  ^  the  Red  Sea, 
g^nd  the  enemies  o£  ti^-e.peoplp  of  God,  fome  al- 
ready drowned,  apd  xDithers  half  dead  with  fpar; . 
Deut.  xxxii.   By  the  fecond^  Msfp®  confounds  the  ingratitude 
of  the  people,  by  celebrating  the  goodnefs  wd 
wonders  of.  God.'    Following  ages  imitated  irim^ 
It  was  God  and  his  wondrous  works,  that  made 
the  fubjeiJl  of  the  odes  they  compofed  v\God  in- 
i^ircd  them  hlmfelf,    and  there   was  properly 

none 
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none  but  the  people  of.  God^  to.  whom  ^poeti*y ^ 
came  by  infpiration.  '  \ ' 

Jacob  had  pronounced  in  this  myftical  lan- 
guage, the  oracles,  which  contained  the  deftiny  of 
his  children,  that  fo  each  tribe  might  the  nfiore 
eafily  retain  what  concerned  it,  and  might '  leara 
to  praife  him,  who  was  no  lefs  glorious  in  his 
prediAibns;  than  faithful  in  their  accomplifli-' 
ment.  ' 

Such  be  the  means,  which  God  made'ufe  of, 
to  preferve  down  to  Mofes,  the  memory  of 
things  paft.  •  That  great  man,  inftrudled  by  all 
thefe  means,  and.  raifed  above  them  by  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  hath  wrote  the  works  of  God,  with  an 
cxaftnefs  and  fimplicity,  which  attrafts  belief 
and  admiration,  not  to  him,  but  to  God  him-' 
felf. 

He  joined  to 'things  paft, 'which  contained  the 
origin,  and  ancient  traditions  of  God's  people, ' 
the  wonders  which  God  adtually  wrought  for  * 
their  deliverance.     Of  this  he  produces  to  the' 
Ifraelites  no  other  witnefs  than  their  own  eyes. 
Mofes  doe^   not  tell  them  things  that  paft  in 
impenetrable  rccefles,  and  deep-winding  caves  : 
he  does  not  fpeak  in  the  clouds :  he  particu* 
larizes,  aiid  circumftantiates  every  thing,  as  a 
jorian,  who  is  not  afraid  to  be  belyed.    .He  founds 
all  their  laws,  and  their  whole  conftitution  on  • 
the  wonders  they  had  ften,     Thofe  wonders  were 
nothing  lefs  than  nature  changed  all  of  a  fudden, 
upon  diffief  ent  occafionsj  for  their  deliverance, 
ilnd  for  the  puniihment'  of  their  enemies  ;  the 
fea  divided,  the  dry  land  difclofeid;  i  heavenly 
bread,  abundant  waters  gufhing  from  the  rqcks 

at 
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tit  tlie  ilroke  of  a  rod',  heavens  giving  tnerh  a 
vifible  fignal  to  dire<9:  their  march,  and  other 
like  miracles,  which  they  faw  for  forty  years. 

The   people   of  Ifrael  were  no  more  intelli- 
gieht,  or  more  .  refined,  than  the  othfer  nations, 
who,  b"?irig  wholly   given'  lip  to  their  fenfes, 
V   could  not  conceive  an  ihvifible  God.     On  the  ; 
contrary, /they,  were  grofs  and  rebellious,    as 
much,  or  .more  than  any  other  people.     But 
that  God,  though  invifible  in  his  nature,  ren- 
dered himfelf  fo  perceptible  by  continu^  ihira-. 
cle's,  and' Moies  iiiculcated  them  with  fb'  much' 
energy,  that  _  at  laft  this  carnal  pedple  fuffered 
tKemtelyes  to  be  touched  by  that  pure  idea'  of  4'* 
God,  who  rii^de  all  by  hisAvord  ;  of  a  Gfod,  wjio 
was  only  {pirit,  only  reafori  and'iritelligence. 

In  this  manner,  while  idolatry,  for  greatly-  in- 
creafed  fihce  Abraham,-  covered  the  whole  face 
of  the  c^tli,  the  fole  poffierity  of.  that  patriarch. 
Was  exempt  from  it.  Their  .enemies  bore  them ' 
this  teftimony,,  and  the  nations,  wherein  tho* 
'    ti-uth  of  tradition  was.  hot  yet  whplly  extiriguifH** 

Nu^xktxiiii  ed,  cried.  Wt. with  aftomihment.  He  hdt^notbe^\ 

"•  "•  Held   iniquity  in  Jacoi^    neither  hatk  l^e^feefti^er^ 

verfeiiefy  in„jjra^^      Surely  there  is  no  ^Enchantment 
cgainji\^acp\    neither   is   there  any  divmaiion  a^ 
gainfi .  ^ffrajsil ; ^  the  Lori  his  God  is  wUh]  him^anS^ 
the  Jhout  of  a  king  is  among  them. 

In  order  to  imprint  bri  their'  minds  die  JJnlt/ 
of  God,  and  the  perfe^  liniformity  he- jr^qtiirea. 

Dent.  xii.  14^  ihhis  worfliip,  Mofes  often  repeats,"  thaf^in  the. 

i5f  ^^»  ^'^^^^'^vomi^tdi  land' this  ofne  God  would  chiife  a  place^V 
ill  which  alonfe  the  feafts,  'the  facrifices,  ah4  the' 
whole'  pubird  lervice  *  Ihoulcl  be  performed'    '  In 

the 
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tke  mean  time^  till  this  ddired  place  fhould  he 
found,  while  the  people  wandered  in  the  wilder- 
•nefs",  Mofes  built  the  tabernacle^  a  moving  tem- 
ple, where  the  children  of  Ifrael  pre{*ented  their 
petitions  to  the  God^  Who  had  made  heaven  and 
tarth,  and  who  thought  iio  fcorn  to  journey,  if 
1  may  ib  fay,  along  with  them^  arid  to  be  their 
guide* 

Upon  this  prmeipk   of   religion,  iipoh  this 
facred  foundation  was  the  whole  law  built ;  a 
law  holy,  juft,  and   good,  wife,  provident j  and 
limple,  which  connefted  the  fociety  of  men  with 
one  another,  by  the  facred  fociety  of  man  Iwth 
Godi     To  thefe  holy  inftitutions,    he    added  Ceut.xxtli^ 
hoble  ceremonies^  feafts^  which  recalled  the  me- **^"*-^*^- 
mory  of  the  miracles,  whereby  the  children  of 
Ifi-ael  hud  been  delivered ;  and,  what  no  other 
lawgiver  had  ever  prefumed  to  do,  expreis  aflu- 
ranees^   that  all  (hoiild  go  well  with  them,  fo 
Jong  as  they  lived  fubjeA  to  the  law^  whereas 
their  difobedience  ihould  be  purfued  with  maiii- 
feft  and  inevitable  vengeance.     He  muft  have 
been  warranted  by  God,  to  giVe  fuch  a  founda- 
tion to  his  laws,  and  the  ifliie  has  evinced^   that 
Mofes  did  not  fpeak  of  his  own  head. 

As  to  the  great  number  cf(  rites  he  enjoined 
the  Hebrews,  though  they  now  may  feem  fuper- 
fluous,  they  were  then  neceflanr,  in  order  td 
diftinguiih  the  people  of  God  from  other  nati- 
ons, and  ferved  ad  a  barrier  to  idolatry,  left  it 
ihould  have  drawn  afide  that  chbfen  people  along 
ivith  all  the  reft; 

To  maintain  Religion,  and  all  the  traditions  of 
the  people  of  God,  ^nong  the  twelve  tribes,  one 

O  was 
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Was  made  choice  of,  to  whom  God  allotted  fof 
its  portion,  together  with  the  tithes  and  oblati* 
ons,  the  care  of  facred  things*  Levi  and  hii 
children  are  themfelveS  confecrated  to  God,  as 
the  tithe  of  all  the  people.  Out  of  Levi  Aaron 
IS  chofen  tb  be  high-prieft,  and  the  priefthood 
made  hereditary  in  his  family. 

Thus  the  altars  have  their  minifters  -,  the  law 
hath  its  advocates,  and  the  progrefs  df  God'a 
people  IS  teftified  by  the  fucceflioh  of  its  priefts, 
which  goes  on  without  interruption,  from  Aaron 
the  fir  ft  of  them. 

But  what  Was  moft  excellent  in  this  law^  wa5^ 
that  it  prepared  the  way  for  one  more  auguft, 
iefs  incumbered  with  Ceremonies^  and  more  pro* 
duftive  of  virtues. 

Mofes,  to  keep  the  people  iri  expe<Station  of 

this  law,  aflli'res  them  of  the   (ioming  of  that 

great  prophet,  who  Was  to  fprhig  from  Abra* 

^        t)cfif;  xvili.     hamj  Ifaac,  and  Jacob.     The  Lord  thy  God^  fays 

'^'  *^'  he,    will  raife   Up  iwto  thee   a  prophet  from  the 

midji  of  thee^  of  thy  brethren^  like  ufito  me  t  unto 

him  fhall  ye  hearken.     That  prophet,  like  untd 

Mofes,  a  lawgiver  as  himfelf.  Who  can  he  be,. 

but  the  Meffiah,  whofc  doftrine  was  one  day  t^ 

rule  and  fanftify  the  world  ? 

I>eut.xxx;v.       Until  him  there  was  no  prophet  to  arffe.ii! 

Ifrael  like  unto  Mofes,  to  whom  God  ftiould  Ipeak 

face  to   face,  and  who   fhould  give  laws  to  his 

people  :  and  fo  till  the  time  of  the  Meffiah,  the 

people  at  all  times,  and  in  all  difficulties  rely 

upon  Mofes  only.     As*  Rome  revered  the  lawi 

^  of  Romulus,  Numa,  and  the  twelve  tables  ;  as 

Athens  had  recourfe  to  thofe  of  Solon  j-  as  Lace^ 
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dehion  preferved  and  tefpe^ed  thofe  of  Lycur- 
gu$j  the  Hebrew  people  continually  pleaded 
thofe  of  Moles*  And,  indeed,  fo  well  had  the 
lawgiver  adjufted  all  things,  that  none  had  ever 
any  oceafion  to  make  the  leaft  alteration  in 
them.  Therefore  the  body  of  the  Jewifti  law  is  - 
not  a  GolleAion  of  djjpTerent  ftatutes  made  at  dif- 
ferent times  and  occafions.  Mofes,  enlightened 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  had  forefeen  every  thing.- 
We  fee  no  ftatutes  of  David,  Solomon,  Jeho- 
Ihaphat,  or  Hezekiah,  fliough  all  three  zealous 
for  juftice..  The  good  princes  had  only  to  caufe  *  Klhgsj  ii.  iii\ 
the  law  of  Mof^s  to  be  obferved,  and  contented  peut. 
themfelves  with  recommending  the  obfeivancexji.ji* 
of  it  to  their  fucceflbrs.  To  add  to  it,  or  di-^  • 
minifti  from  it  one  tittle,  was  an  attempt,  the 
people  looked  upon  with  horror.  They  had 
oceafion  for  the  law  every  moment,  to  regulate^ 
not  only  the  feafts,  facrifices,  and  ceremonies^ 
but  alfo  all  other  public  and  private  aftions,  tri- 
als, contradls,  marri^es,  fuccefTions,  funerals^ 
the  very  fafhion  of  their  drefs,  and,  in  general^ 
every  thing  relating  to  manners*  There  *were 
no  other  books,  wherein  to  ftufly  the  precepts 
of  a  good  life.  They  were  to  peruie  it,  and 
meditate  upon  it  night  and  day^  to  coUedt  {tii'- 
tences  from  it,  and  to  have  them  always  before 
their  eyes.  It  was  therein  the  children  learned  to 
read.  The  only  rule  of  education^  that  was  given  to 
their  parents,,  was  to  teach  them^  to  inculcate 
upon  them,  to  make  them  obferve  that  holy 
law,  which  alone  could  render  them  wife  from 
tl^eir  infancy.  Thus  \t  was  to  be  in  eve/y  bo- 
dy's handsrf     Befides  the  conftant  reading  which Detit.  X3f3d, 

'O  2  every  ^°'  ^^* 
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every  one  w^  bound  to  give  it  in  private,  there 
was  every  feveh  years,  in  the  folemn  year  of 

lEfd.  viii.  i9.feleafe  and  reft,  a  public  reading,  and,  as  It 
ivere,  a  new  publication  made  of  it,  at  the  feaft 
of  tabernacles,  when  all  the  people  were  affem- 

Dct1t.xjcxi.26.bled  for  eight  days.  Mofes  caufed  the  origi- 
nal of  Deuteronomy  to  b^epoiited  in  the  fide 
of  the  ark :  this  was  an  abridgment  of  the  whole 
kw.  But  to  prevent  its  being  altered  in  the 
cotirfe  of  time,  through  the  malice  or  negligence 
of  men,  befides  the  copies  that  were  current 
among  the  people,  authentic  tranfcripts  of  it 
were  made,  which  being  carefully  revifed  and 
kept  by  the  priefts  and  Levites,  were  ufed  in- 
ftead  or  originals.  The  kings,  (for  Mofes  had 
well  forefeen,  that  this  people  would  at  length 
have  kings,    as  all  other  nations)  the  kings,  I 

Petit,  xvii.  18. fay,  were  obliged,  by  an  exprefs  law /of  Deute- 
ronomy, to  receive  from  t!he  hands  of  the  priefts 
one  of  thofe  tranfcripts  thus  rehgloufiy  correft- 
ed,  that  they  might  write  it,  and  read  therein 
all  the  days  of  .  their  life.  The  copies  fo  re- 
vifed by  public  authority,  were  had  in  fingulaf 
veneration  with  all  the  people  :  they  regarded 
them  as  proceeding  immediately  from  the  handd 
of  Mofes,  as  pure  and  entire  as  God  had  difta- 

iKlngs,  xxii.ted  them  to  him.       An  ancient  book  of  that 

^•~  ftrift  and  religious  correftnefs,  having  httn  found 

.i\,8cc.^  <^he  houfe  of  the  Lord,^  under  the  reigii  of 
Jofiah,  or  perhaps  it  was  the  original  itfelf,, 
which  Mofes  had  caufed  to  be  put  in  the  ifide 
of  the  ark,  excited  the  piety  of  that  good  king, 
and  proved  an  occafion  of  his  bringing  that 
people  to  repentance.     The  great  ciFeAs  wrought 

at 
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Sit  all  times  by  the  public  reading  of  this  law, 

are  innumerable.     In  a  word,  it  was  a  perfedl 

book,  which   being  ^.annexed  by  Mofes  to  the 

hiftory  of  the  people  of  God,  taught  them  at  ^ 

once  their   origin,  their  religion,    their  polity, 

their  manners,    their   philofophy,    every  thing 

that  tends  to  regulate  life,  every  thing  that  unites 

and  forms  fociety,  good  and  bad  examples,  the 

reward  of  the  one,  and  the  rigorous  punifhments 

that  had  attended  the  other* 

By  this  admirable  difcipline,  a  people  come 
out  of  flavery,;.  and  kept  forty  years  in  a  defart, 
arrives  full  formed  at  the  land  they  are  to  pof* 
fef^,  Mofes  condudls  them  to  the  entrance,  and,, 
being  warned  of  his  approaching  end,  he  com-Deut.xxxi. 
mits  what  remans  to  be  done  to  Joftiua.  But 
before  he  died,  he  compofed  that  long  and  ad* 
mirable  ibng,  which  begins  with  thele  words  : 
Civ€  ear^  0  ye  heavens^  and  I  will  fpeak ;  and  hear^  peut,  xxxli.  i. 
O  earthy  the  "sjoords  of  my  mouth.  In  this  filence 
of  all  nature,  he  fpeaks  firft  to  the  people,  with 
inimitable  ftrength,  and  forefeeing  their  infi- 
delity, he  difcovers  t6  them  the  heinoufnefs 
and  horrors  of  it.  All  of  a  fudden  he  goes 
out  of  himfelf,  as  finding  all  human  language 
beneath  fo  grand  a  fubjeft  \  he  relates  what  God 
faid,  and  makes  him  fpeak  with  fo  much  majefty, 
and  fo  much  gpodnefs,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay 
whether  he  infpires  moft,  awe  and  confufion,  or 
Iovjc  and  confidence. 

All  the  people  learned  by  heart  that  divine  fohg, 
by  order  of  God,  and  of  Mofes.     And  then  pcut.  xxxi 
that  great  man  died  contented,  as  having  forgot  i9»*»- 
jjQthing -that   might  tend  to  preferve  amongft  , 
.  0  3  his 
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^  his  followers,  the  memory  of  the  benefits  and 
commands  of  God.  He  left  his  own  children 
loft  in  the  croud  of  their  country'nien,  without 
any  diftinftion,  and  without  any  extraordinary 
fettlement. 

He  hath  been  admired,  hot  only  by  his  own 
people,  but  by  all  the  nations  of  the  wprld  5 
^nd  no  lawgiver  hath  ^ver  had  fo  gre^t  a  name 
^mong  men^ 

It  is  thought  he  wrote  the  book  of  Job; 
*rhe  fublimity  of  the  thoughts,  and  thajefty  of 
the  ftyle,  render  that  hiftory  worthy  of  Mofes. 
Left  the  Hebrews  ihoulci  have  been  puffed  up^ 
by  arrogating  the  grace  of  Qod  to  themfelve^ 
pnly,  it  was  proper  to  let  them  kno^^  that  that 
great  God  had  his  ejeft  even  in  the  r^ce  ofEfau, 
What  doftrine  w^s  more  important  ?  W|iat  more 
ufeful  entertainnient  could  Mofes  give  to  the 
people  afflidled  in  the  wildernefs,  than  that  of 
the  patience  of  Job,  who,  when  delivered  into 
the  hand?  of  Satan  to  be  tried  by  all  manner  of 
hardfhips,  fees  himfelf  deprived  of  his  fubr 
ftance,  of  his  phildren,  aod  of  every  parthly. 
comfort ;  prefently  after,  fmitten  with  a  loath- 
fome  difeafe,  and  diftrafted  inwardly  by  the 
temptation  of  Hafphemy  and  deipair  •,  who, 
tieyerthelefs,  by  holding  faft  his  integrity,  fhcws 
jobxiii.i5.  that  a  faithful  foul  flipported  by  divine  aid,  a- 
^■\Y!%'5:*  inidft  the  moft  dreadful  trials,  and  in  ipite  of 
|ixj  15,  &c,  ^H^  gloomieft  thoughts  the  evil  fpirit  can  fug-» 
'       *  geft,'^  cannot  only  preferve  an  invincible  confi-t 

dence^  but  even  raife  itfelf  by  its  own  calam;^ 
ties  to  the  higheft  (rontemplation,  and  acknow-^ 
jedge,  in, the  trouble?  it  endures^' the  nothingr-- 
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fiefs  of  man,  and  the  fypreme  dpminion  and.  in- 
finite wifdom  of  God  ?  Such  are  the  leflbixs 
taught  in  the  book  of  Job,  To  keep  up  the 
•charader  of  the  occafion,  we  fee  t;he  holy  man's 
faith  crowned  with  temporal  profperity  :  but  yqt 
the  people  of  God  learns  to  know  what  is  the 
virtue  of  fufferings,  and  to  fbretafte  the  grace 
that  was  one  day  to  be  fattened  to  the  crbfs. 

Mofcs  had  taftied  it  by  anticipation,  when  heExod.  ii.  lo, 
chofe  rather  to  fiiifer  afflidlioa  and  fhame  withJJ'^'5^ 
the-p^ople  of  God,  than  to  eiyoy  the  pleafuresz^,  i$. 
and  plenty  of  the  houfe  of  the  king  of  Egypt. 
jFrom  that  time  God  ca^fed   him  to  tafte  the 
reproaches  of  Jesus  Christ.     He  tafted  ther^ 
ftill  more  in  his  precipitate  flight,   and  in  his 
forty  years  exile.     But  he  drunk  deep  of  th?  pup  Numb,  xir, 
of  Jesus  Christ,  when  being  chofen  to  deliver*®' 
that  people,  he  had  to  bear  with  their  continual 
revolts,  in  which   his  life  was  often  in  danger. 
He  learned  what' it  cofts  to  fave  the  children  of 
God,  and  Ihewed  afar  off  what  a  higher  deliver 
ranee  was  one  day  to  coft  th^  Saviour  of  th« 
world. 

That    great  man    had    not  even   the   con- 
fblation   of  entering  the  promifed  land  ;    h^ 
beheld  it  only  from  the  top  of  a  mountain,  and  Numb,  xx, 
was  not  at  all  afhamed  to  record,  that  he  wa?"*?.'' 
e;ccluded  from  it  by  a  (in,  which,  flight  as  itDeut.  xxxij^ 
appears,  dpferved  to  be  fo  Xeverely  puniflied  in5*»  5*t 
9>  man,  who  was  endued  with  fp  eminent  a  por- 
tion of  grace.    Mofes  afforded,  an  example  of 
the  fevere  jealoufy  of  God,  and  of  the  judgment; 
b^  ejC^rcjf^s  with  fp  terrible  ftridtn^fs  upon  thofc. 
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"wiiom   his  gifts  make  bound  to  a  more  perfeA 
fidelity,  ■  ' 

But  a  higher  myftery  is  fet  forth  to  us  in  the 
exclufion  of  Mofes,  This  wife  lawgiver,  who 
does,  by  fo  many  wonders,  only  condudt  wb 
childrien  of  Qod  iiftto  the  neighbourhcKxl  of  theic 

pc^.  yi}.i9.  land,  is  himfelf  a  proof  to  us,  that  his  lawfnade 
nothing  perfeify  and  that  without  being  able  t0 
give  the   accompHlhment  of   the  promifes,    it 

fti^!  ^i?  ?3'    makes  us  embrace  them  afar  off^  or  condutfts  us  at 
moft,  as  it  were,  to  the  entrance  of  our  inlierin 
tance,     It  is  a  Joftiua,  it  is   a  Jefii5,  for  thi^ . 
was  the  true  name  of  Jofhua,  who  by  that  name, 
and  by  his  office,  reprefented  the  Saviour  ^f  the 
world  J  it  is  that  man,  fb  far  inferior  to  Mofe$ 
^  in  every  thing,  and  only  fuperior  to  him  by  the 
name  he  bears  ;  it  is  |ie,  I  fay^  who  is  to  bring 
the  people  of  God  into  the  hply  land- 
By  the  vidories  of  that  great  man,  before  whom 
Jordan  turns  back,    the  walls   pf  Jericho  faU 
down  pf  thcmfelves,  and  the  fun  ftahds  ftill  in 
*hc  midft  of  heaven,  God  eft^j^blilhes  his  children 
in  the  land  of  Canaan^  from  whence  he  by  the 
fame  means  drives  out  the  abomfinaWe  nations. 
By  the  hatred  he  gave  his  faithful  towa*-ds  them, 
he  infpired  them  with  an  extreitie  abhorrence  of 
their  impiety  ;  the  puniftiment  he  inflifted  on 
them  by  their  miniftry,  filled  themfelves  with  an 
^we  of  the  divine  juftice^  whofe  decrees  they  were 

Prpcpp.  lib.  u.  executing.     One  part  of  thofe  nations^  whoni 

ij^»,ehvand.  j^^^^  expelled  their  land,   fettled  in  Africa/ 

where  was  found  long  after  ^n  an  ancient  in- 
fcriptipn,  the  monument  of  their  flight,  and  of 
{he  vi^9ries  gf  Jqfhu^,     A^^f  ^9^^  miraculpu^ 
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'  viftories  had  put  tlie  Ifraelites  in  pofleffion  6f 
the  greateft  part  of  the  land  promifed  to  their  Jof.  xHi. 
fathers,    Joihua,    and  Ekazar  the  high-prieft,Jj|^j^^^^K 
with  the  heads  of  ♦the  twelve  tribes,  niade  a  di-53.  xxxiv.  17, 
Tifioft  of  it  among  them,  according  to  the  lawM-  ^iv.  xv. 
of  Mofes,  %iA  affigned  to  the  tribe  of  Judah  the^jj"^;  "^^  \^" 
firft  and  greateft  lot.     From  the  time  of  Mofes,  i  Chron.  v.  ». 
it  had*  &tp^fled  the  others  in  number,  incou-JjJ.^*  V«* 
rage,  and  in  dignity.     J olhua  died,  and  the  ped- 
-  j)le  continued  the   conqueft  of  the  hoty  land. 
God  >W)uld  have  the  tribe  of  Judah  to  march  at         ^  '  t 
the  head,  <nd  declared  that  he  had  delivered  the 
country  into  its,  hands.     Accordingly,  that  tribe 
defeated  the  Canaanites,  and  took  Jerufalem, 
which  was  xa  be  the  holy  city,  and  th'e  capital 
of  the  people  of  God.     This  was  the  ancient 
Salem,  where  Melchizedek  had  reigned  in  the 
days  of  Abraham,  Melchizedek,    that  king  bfYUh  vu* 
righteoufnefs^  (for   fo  hi*. name  imports)  and  at 
the  fame  time  king  oi  peace ^  as  Salem  fignifies 
feace^  whom  Abraham  h^d  acknowledged  as  the 
jrcateft  high-prieft  in  the  world,  as  if  Jerufalem 
lad  been  thenceforth  deftined  to  be  a  holy  city, 
and  the  fountain-head  of  religion.     That  cityjud.i.  ai,. 
was  given  at  firft  to  the  children  of  Benjamin, 
who  being  weak,  and  few  in  number,  were  not 
able  to  drive  out  the  Jebufites,  the  ancient  in- 
habitants ^f  the  country,  and  fo  dwelled  among 
them.     Under  the  Judges,  thfi  people  of  God 
are  variovrfly  treated,  according  to  their  good  or 
bad  behaviour,     After  th§  death  of  the  old  men, 
who  had  feen  the  miracles  of  God's  hands,  the 
memory  of  thofe  great  works  de<^ays,  and  the 
VWveffal  tendency  of  manldiid  draws  away  the 
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people  to  idolatry.     As  oft  as  they  fall  into  it, 
they  are  puniihed  :  as  oft  as  they  repent,  they 
are  delivered.     Faith  jn  providence,  -and  the 
truth  of  the  promifes  and  threatening^  of  Mo-* 
fes  is  more  arid  more,  conjSrmed  in  the  hearts  of 
true  Jjelievers.     But  God  prepared  ftill  greater 
examples  of  it.     The  people- demanded  a  king, 
and  God  gave  them  Saul,  who  was  foon  rejefted 
.       for  his  fins  :  he  refolved  at  laft  to  eftaoiifti  a 
'   royal  family,  whence  the  Meffigh  fliould  fpring, 
I  Sam,  xvi,    and  this  he  chofe  in  Judah.     David,  a  young 
fhepherd,  come  of  that  tribe,  the.  yojmgeft  of 
the  fons  of  Jefle,  wkofe .  father,  and  his  family, 
were  unacquainted  with  his  merit,  but  whom 
God  found  after  his^  own  h^art,-  was  anoint  by 
Samuel,  in^Bethlehem,  his  native  city, 
'       vr.  Here  the  people  of  God  affume'  a  mpre  au- 

Davi4,  the  gy(^  {qyxh.  T^he  kingdom  is  eftabliftied  in  the 
pro^ets?  ^houfe  of  David.  This  houfe  begips  with  two 
kings  of  diiFerent  chara(3:ers,  but  adnairable 
both.  David,  a  man  of  war,  arid  a  conqueror, 
fubdues  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  God, 
whofe  arm$  he  caufes  to  be  feared  over  all  the 
Eaft  ;  and  Solomon,  renowned  for  his  wifdom 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  renders  that  people 
happy  by  a  profound  peace,  9wt  the  progreis 
of  religion  requires  of  us  here  fome  particular 
remarks  upon  the  liYe§  gf  thofQ  two  great 
kings.  ^ 

David  reigned  firft  over  Judah,  powerful  ^nd 
yidorious,  and  he  was  afterwards  acknowledged 
a  Sam.v,6,  7,  by  all  Ifrael,     He  took  from  the  Jebufites  the 
^'  9*  ftrong-hold  of  Sion,  which  'was  the  citadel  of 

I  chron,  xi.   Jerutelein,    Mafter  pf  that  city,  he  eftabliih^di 
''7'^'         ^  ^  there, 
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Ithere,  by  God*s  order,  the  feat  of  the  kingdom, 

and  of  religion.     Sion  was  his  dwelling-place :   > 

he  built  it  round  about,  and  named  it  the   city  » 

of  David,     Joab  his  fitter's  fon  built  the  reft  ofiChron.ii.i6; 

the  city,  and  Jerufalem  took  a  new  form.     The 

men  of  Judah  poffefled  the  whole  country,  smd 

V Benjamin,   few  in  number,  dwelled  inteirmixed 

-with  them. 

The  ark  of   the  covenant  built  by  Mofes, 
where  God  dwelled  between  the  cherubims,  and 
where  tjie  two   tables   of  the  decalogue  were 
.  kept,  had  then  no  fixed  place.     David  brought*  Sam.  vi.  i6» 
it  in  triumph  into  Sion,  which  he  had  conquered 
1>y  the  Almighty  aid  of  God,  that  fo  God  might 
Vcign  in  Sion  ;    and  that  he  might  be  there  ac^ 
knoi&rfedged  As  the  proteApr  of  David,  of  Je- 
rufelem,  and  bf  the   whole  kingdom.'   But  the i Chron. xvi, 
tabernacle,  wherein  the  people  had  ferved  God^^'^^' ^'^ 
in  the  Mfilderhdfe,  was  ftill  at  Gibeon :  and  there 
it  was  that  the  facrifices  were  offered  on  the  altar, 
which  Mofes  had  fet  up. 

This  was  only  till  fuch  time  as  ther^  flioulda  Sam.  vUi. 
be  a  temple,  where  the  altar  ftiould  be  re-united  ^  Chron.  xviU 
with  the   ark,   and  wherein  the   whole  fervice^sam. 
/hould  be  performed;     When  David  had  defeat- »5- 
ed  all  his  enemies,  and  pufhed  the  conquefts   of 
the  people   of   God  as  far  as  the  Euphrates; 
peacefi^l    and     viftorious,    he    turned  all   hisiChron.xxi, 
thoughts   towards   the  eftabliihment  of  divine  J^^|•^{^^^^ 
.worihip  ;  and  upon  the  fame  mauntain,  where  lo. 
Abraham,!  ready  to  offer  up  his  only  fon,  was 
ftayed  by  the  hand  of  ah  angel,  he  marked  out, 
by  God's  appoifttm^nt^   the  place  for  the  tem- 

He 
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He  formed  all  the  plans  of  it ;   he  colle^aed 
its  rich  and  pf  ecic^s  materials ;  he  dedicated  the 
fpoils  of  the  conquered  nations  and  kings  to  its 
ufe.     But  this  temple  which  was  to  be  prepared 
by  the  conqueror,-  was  to  be  reared  by  the  peace- 
^,1^^^P»  ^'    fill  prince.     Solomon  built  it  upon  the  model 
Ichron.  iii.    ^^  ^^^  tabernacle.     The  altar  of  burnt-offerings, 
jy.  v.vi.vii.    the:  altar  of  perfumes,  the  golden  candleftick, 
the  tables  of  fhew-bread,  and  all  the  reft  of  the 
facr^d  furniture  of  the  temple,  were  taken  from 
like  pieces,  which  Mofes  had  caufed  to  be  made 
in- the  ;  wildernefs  :  Splbnion  added  npthing  but 
magnificence   and   grandeur.     The   ark,  which 
the  man  of  .God  had  built,  was  placed  in  the 
holy  of  holies,  a  place  -inaccefiible,  a  fymbol  of 
the  impenetrable  majefty  of  God,  and  of  heaven, 
forbidden,  to  men,    until   Jbsus  Christ  had 
opened  an  entrance  into  it  by  his.  Wood,     On  the 
day  of  the  dedication  of  the  temple,  Qod  ap^ 
peared  there  in  his  majefty,    ,He  m^de  choice 
of  that  place  to  eftablifh  his  name  and  his  wor-- 
ftiip  there ;  and  it  was  prohibited  to  facrifice  any 
where  elfe.     The  unity  of  God  was  dempnftra-* 
ted  by  the  unity  of    his  temple^     Jerufalem 
became  a  holy  city,  m  image  of  the  churchy 
where  God  was  to  dwell,  as  in  his  true  teJiliplej^ 
.     and  of  heaven,  where  he  will  majte  uf;  eternally 
happy  by  the  manifeftation  of  his  glory, 
1  Kings, ix.x,     After'Solomon  had  built  the  tejrnple„  he  buiJ 
alfo  the  palace  of.  the  Hi^gs*  the  archite<Sha'%«)i 
which   was   worthy  gf  (o  great  a  prince.     |iis 
|bi4.vii.  2.     pleafure-houfe,  which  was  called  the  boufe  of  the 
forefl:  of  Lebanon^  was  equally  flately  and  delight-t 
ful.     The  palace  he  reared  for  the  queenj^  wa?  a 
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new  ornament  to  Jerufalem.     Every  thing  was 
grand  in  thofe  edifices,  the  porches,   galleries, 
walks,  the  king's  throne,  and  the  tt-ibunal  where      ' 
he  fat  to  do  judgment  and  Juftice  :  cedar  was  the 
only  wood  he  made  ufe  of  m  thefe  works.  Every 
thing  (hone  refplendent  with  gold  and  precious 
ftones.     Citizens  and  ftrangers,  all  admired  thei  Kings,  <. 
majefty  of  fhe  kings  of   IfraeL      Every  thing?  Chron.viii, 
clfe  was  correfpondent  to  this  magnificence;  the*** 
cities,  arfenals,  horfes,  chariots,  and  the  prince's 
guard.     Commerce,  navigation,  and  good  order, 
together  with  a. profound  peace,  had  rendered 
Jerufalem  the  richeft  city  of  the  Eaft*     The 
kingdom  enjoyed  peace  and  plenty  :  every  thing 
in  it  reprefented  the  heavenly  glory.     In  David's 
wars  were  exhibited  the  toils  ^  whereby  it  was^to 
be  attained ;  and  in  Solomon's  reign  was  fhewrt 
how  peaceable  was  its  enjoyment* 

Moreover,  the  exaltation  of  thofe  two  great 
kings,  and  of  the  royal  family,  was  the  effe6t 
'  of  a  particular  eleftion.  David  himfelf  cele- 
brates the  wonder  of  that  eleftion  by  thefe 
words  :  Hosvbeit^  the  Lord  God  of  Ifrael  cbofe  me  i  Chron. 
before  all  the  houfe  of  my  father^  to  he  king  over^^^^^'^^'' 
ifrael  for  ever  :  for  he  hath  chofen  Jtidah  to  he  the 
ruler-,  and  of  > the  houfe  of  Judah^  the  houfe  of  my 
fatherly  and  among  the  fons  of  my  father^   he  liked  /  - 

pie^  to  make  me  king  t/oer  all  ifrael  i  and  of  aUmy 
fens  (for  the  Lord  hath  given  me  many  Jons)  he  hath 
chofin  Solomon  my  fon^  to  fit  upon  the  throne  of  the 
kingdom  of  the  Lord  over  Ifraeh 

This  divine  eleftion  had  in  view  a  higher  ob* 
jeft  than  at  firft  appears.  That  Meffiah  fo  many 
times  promifed  as  the  fon  of  ^ibrahain^^  was^ilfp 

to 
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to  be  the  fon  of  David^  and  of  all  the  kings  of 

.   Judah.     It  was  with  an  eye  to  the  Meffiah,  that 

God   promifed  to  David,   that  his  throne  jhould 

ftand  faft  for  jsver.     Solomon  chofen  to  fucceed 

him,  was  deftined  to  reprefent  the  perfon  of  the 

Meffiah.     And  therefore  does  God  lay  of  him, 

%  Sam.  vii.  14.  /  tw7/  be  bis  father^  and  he  Jhall  be  myfon^.  a  thing 

iChrcm.  xxii.|^^  ^^^^^  ^^j^  ^j^j^  ^j^^^  emphafis  of  any  other 

king,  or  any  other  man. 

Thus  in  David's  time,  and  under  the  kings 
his  offspring,  the  myftery  of  the  Meffiah  de- 
clares itfelf  more  than  ever  by  prophecies  glori-^ 
ous  and  clearer  than  the  fun. 

David  had  feen  him  afar  off,  and  fung  him  in 
his  pfalms  with  a  loftinefs  that  nothing  will  ever 
equal.  Oftentimes,  when  he  meant  only  to 
celebrate  the  glory  of  Solomon  his  fon,  being 
all  at  once  ravifhed  out  of  hirhfelf,  and  tranf- 
Mattth.  VI.  29.  ported  far  beyond  that  fubjed: ;  he  faw  him,  who 
Pn  i^  «  greater  than  SQhmon  in  glory y  as  well  as  in  wif- 
^dotn.  The  Meffiah  appeared  to  him  feated  on  a 
throne  more  laftmg  than  the  moon.  He  faw  at  his 
feet  all  nations  fubdued,  and  at  the  fame  time 
hlejfed  in  bimy  conformably  to  the  promife  made  " 
to  Abrahana.  He  raifed  his  profpedt  ftill  higher^ 
he  faw  him  in  the  beauties  of  bolmefs^  andfrotn 
the  womb  of  the  merningy  proceeding  eternally 
from  the  bofom  of  his  father,  a  frieft  for  ever^ 
and  without  fucceflbr,  as  fuceeeding  nobody, 
created  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  not  accord- 
ing to  the  order  of  Aaron,  but  after  the  order  of 
Melchizedek :  a  hew  order,  which  the  law  did 
not  knowy  He  faw  hini  jetting  at  the  right  band 
of  Godg  beWdiiig  from  the  higheft  heavens,  his 
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tHcmtes  made  his  footjioal.  He  is  aftonilhed  at  fo 
grand  a  fpedacle  ;  and  tranfported  with  the 
glory  of  his  fon,  he  calls  him  his  Lord. 

He  faw  him  God^  whom  God  bad  anointed  to  mzkc^pc  xlv.  ^,4, 
him  reign  over  all  the  earth  ly  truths  meeknefs^  5>  ^>  7>  »• 
and  righteoufnefs.     He  was  prefent  in  fpirit  at  the 
council  of  God,  and  heard  from  the  eternal  fa- 
ther's own  mouth  that   exprejffion  which  he  ad-       '  ' 
dreffes  to  his  onlyfon:  l^his  day  have  I  begotfenp£,  11,^,7,  i. 
thee  :  to  which  God  joins  a  promife  of  I  he   hea- 
thens for  his  inheritance^  and  the  uttermoft  parts  of 
the  earth  for  his  poffejfton.      In  vain  do  the peoplethid.u  t«4, 
rage  ;  in   vain  do  the  kings  and  princes  take  counfel^*^* 
together.     The  Lord  from  the  height  of  heaven 
laughs  at   their  mad  projeAs,  and  in  fpite  of 
them    eftablifhes  the  empire  of   his    Christ* 
He  eftablifhes  it  over  themfelves  ;  and  they  arepf.  h,  10- 
obliged  to  be  the  firft  fubjefts  of  that  Christ^ 
whofe  yoke  they  wanted  to  fhake  off.      And 
though  the  reign  of  that  great  Mefliah  be  often 
foretold  in  the  Scriptures  under  glorious  ideas, 
God  did  riot  conceal  from  David  the  ignomi- 
nies that  were  to  be  offered  to  that  blefled  fruit 
of  his  loins.     This  inftruftion  was  neceflary  to 
the  people  of  God.     If  that  people,  yet  weak, 
ftood  in  need  of  being  allured  by  temporal  pro-    . 
mifes,  they  were  not,  however,  to  be  fuffered  to 
look  upon  human  greatnefs  as  the  fovereign  feli- 
,€ity,  aijd  as  their  fole  reward  :  wherefore   God 
fliews  them  from  afar  that  Meffiah  fo  long  pro- 
mifed,  and  (o  much  defired^  the  pattern  of  per- 
fedlion,  and  the  objeft  of  his  complacency^  over- 
whelmed in  forrow.     The  crofs  appears  toDa-pf.xxli.  17, 
vid  as  the  true  throneof  this  n^w  king  :  he  fees^^*  »9» 

his 
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Pf.lxviii.2«.  Bis  hands  and  feet  pierced^   dU  his  bones  ftaring 

through  his  flcin,  by  the  whole  weight  of  his 

l*f.*xu.8,  i3>body  violently  fufpended  j  his  garments  .  divided^ 

14, 17, 21,  i^-^^j  ^^  ^^^^  j^i^  vefture^  his  tongue  moiftened  with 

gall  and  vinegar,  his  enemies  raging  all  around 
him,  and  glutting  themfelves  with  his  blood. 
But  he  fees  at  the  fame  time  the  glorious  efFedls 
Ibfd.  2^,  zfi  of  his  humiliation  :  all  the  ends  of  the  world  re^ 
membering  and  turning  to  their  God^  whom  they  had 
fo  many  ages  forgot,  the  poor  coming  the  firft 
to  ^the  table  of  the  Mcfliah,  and  afterwards  the 
rich  and  powerful,  all  adoring  and  bleffing  him,j 
himfelf  preflding  in  the  great  and  numerous  con^ 
gregation^  that  is,  in  the  aflembly  of  the  con- 
Verted  nations,  and  there  declaring  to  his  brethren 
the  name  of  God^  and  his  eternal  truths.  David, 
who  faw  di^fe  things,  acknowledged,  upon  feeing 
them,  that  the  kingdom  of  his  fon  was  not  of 
this  world*  He  is  not  aftonifhed  at  it,  for  he 
knows  that  the  world  pafleth  away ;  and  a  prince 
always  fo  humble  upon  the  throne,  faw  plainly 
that  a  throne  was  not  a  bliis^  in  which  his  hopes 
ought  to  terminate. 

Other  prophets  have  no  lefs  feen  the  myftery 
of  the  Meffiah*  There  is  nothing  great,  or  glo- 
rious, th^t  they  have  not  faid  of  his  reign^  Onef 
fees  Bethlehem^  a  city,  the  ka(i  among  the  thoufands 
of  Judah^  made  illuftrious  by  his  birth-,  and  at 
the  fame  time  rifing  a  little  higher,  he  beholds  a 
birth  whereby  he  ccmes  forth ^  from  all  eternity  out 
of  the  bofdm  of  his  father  l  another  fees  the  vir^ 
ginity  of  his  mother;  an  Emmanuel^  a  God  with  us^ 
proceeding  from  that  virgin  womb,  and  a  won-* 
derftd  child,  vhom  he  calls  Ge?^/    One  perceives 

him 
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him  emmg  to  his  'ieinple^  another  beholds  'hlrri  ^^-14  *i«  lo; 

rioUs  in  his  rejl^  or  ill  his  grave,  where  death  was^"**  ^* 

cohquei-ed.     While  they  puBlifti  his  glory^  they 

Ap  not  conteal  his  reproacheSi     They  iaw  hiinzech:  xL  Hi 

loJd  to  his  people,  they  knew  the  auitiber  aridufe*3* 

of  the  thirty  pieces  effther^  at  which  he  ^dspi:tedt 

At  die  fame  time  that  they  beheld  him^  ei^taltM^:}'^^^  H»  *** 

nnd  moiled^  they  faw  him  de^ifed  und  rejeSledof^^^' '^^ 

¥fien%  the  aftonimmentof  many,  as  much  by  hift 

tmmiliationj  as  his  greatnefs  >  the  leaji  deJifSU  cf 

inen\   d  man  of /arrows  ^  and  acquainted  with  Ffiefi 

beating  the  iniquity  of  m  alhy  doing  good  to  tnoie 

who  hide  their  faces  from  him  •  disfigured  by  hi< 

wounds^  andbytherh  healing  ours  J  treated  as  a 

inalef^or  •,  brought  to  the  flaughter  with  the  ivicked^ 

and  as  an  innocent  lamb^  opening  not  his  mouth  j  a  lon^ 

generation  proceeding  from  him  by  this  hi^aiis^ 

^d  vengeance  overtaking  Jbis  unbelieVirig  peo; 

pie*     That  nothing  might  be  wanting  to  thS 

brophecyj  they  numbered  the  years  till  his  c6m^i)aiii  iiii 

ing^  and  unleft  we  wilfully  blindfold  oiirfelves^  it 

is  no  longer  poflfible  to  niift^ke  iti 

?^ot  only  did  the  prophets  (te  jtsvs  CttAlsf  ^ 
feut  they  alfo  were  a  type  of  him^  and  reprefehted 
his  myfteries,  efpecially  that  of  tJib  ciofe.  At- 
moft  all  of  them  fuftered  perfecutioti  for  righ^ 
teoiifnefs  fake^  and  by  their  fufferings  have  figu^ 
itid  to  us^  the  innocence  and  truth  perfecuted  in 
oiif  Lord*  We  fte  Elijah  and  Elifha  eonflintiy 
threatened*  How  many  times  was  Ifaiah  ihsKfei 
the  icorn  of  the  people  j  jtfid  of  the  king^^  Who,  iii 
the  end,  as  the  allowed  tradition  of  the  Jews  bear^ 
k^  {acrificed  him  to  their  fUry  ?  Zechariah,  th^ 
fon  of  Jehoiada  isfftoned:  EEdtiel  feeirti  ever  ill 
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aiSiftion:  the  misfortunes  of  Jeremiah  arc  con- 
tinual, and  inexpreflible ;  and  we  fee  Daniel 
twice  icaft  into  the  den  of  lions.  Not  one  of  them 
l>ut  has  been  gainfayed,  and  hialtreated;  and  all 
have  ihewed  us  by  their  example,  that  if  the 
tveaknefs  of  the  ancient  people  required  in  gene- 
ral to  be  fiipported  by  temporal  bleiltngs,  t}>c 
ftrong  men  of  Ifrael,  and  thofe  of  an  extraordi- 
nary fanftity,  were  no  lefs  fed  with  the  bread  of 
ftfflidiioti,  and  drunk  beforehand,,for  their  further 
^ftiflcation,  of  th^s  cup  prepared  for  the  Son  of 
God:  a  cup,  as  much  more  bitter,  as  the  perfon 
of  Jest^s  Christ  was  holier. 

But  what  the  prophets  faw  moft  clearly,  and 
•terhat  they  alfo  declared  in  the  fublimeft  terins^ 
was,  tht  blefling  extended  towards  the  Gentiles 
ifi  the  Mefliah*  ^hat  root  ofjejfe^  and  of  David, 
appeared  to  the  holy  prophet  Ifaiah,  as  an  mfign 
given  by  God  to  the  people ^  and  ifywhom  the  Genfiks 
/bouldfieh  The  man  offorrows^  whofejiripes  were 
to  be  ouir  healings  was  chofen  to  walh  the  Gentiles 
by  an  YitAy  fpr inkling  y  which  is  in  his  blood  and 
in  baptifmi  The  kings^  ftruck  with  an  awful  reve- 
rence at  his  pr^fence,  dare  not  to  open  thebr 
mouths  before  him :  for  that  which  had  not  been 
told  them^  they  fee^  and  that  which  they  had  not 
heardy  they  are  called  to  confider.  Behold,  He  is 
given  for  a  witnefs  to  the  people  \  a  leader  and  c(nn^ 
iMOnder  to  the  Gentiles.  Under  hint  a  nation  jJbat 
they  knew  fiotfhall  be  joined  to  the  people  of  God,  and 
the  naMons  that  knew  not  tbemfhall  run  unto  tbem. 
This  is  the  righteoufnefs  of  Zion^  which fball  go  forth 
MS  brightnefs,  this  is  thefalvation  thereof,  which  Jhall 
he  as  a  lamp  that  bttrneth.    And  the  Gentiles  fhaU 

fee 
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fee  his  right eoufnefs^  and  all  kings  the  glory  of  tluit 
man,  fo  celebrated  in  the  prophecies  of  ZioOi 

But  behold  him  ftiU  better  defcribed,  and  wtth 
a  peculiar  charafter.     A  man  of  wonderful  meek- 
nefs,  the  fingularly  eleSl  of  God^  and  in  whom  btsiCxXn.  i,i,  i^ 
foul  delightetb^  brings  forth  judgment  to  the  Gentiles :  4->  5»  6»  x****  ^« 
and  the  ijles  wait  for  his  lazv.     Thus  the  Hebrews 
call  Europe,  and  other  diftant  countries*     He 
fliall  make  no  noife :  l^e  Jhall  not  cry  nor.  lift  up^ 
nor  caufe  his  voice  to  he  heard  in  thejireet:  fo  meek 
and  peaceful  fliall  he  be.     A  Iruifed  reed  Jhall  be 
not  break,  and  the  finoking  flax  JhaU  he  not  quench. 
Far  from  confounding  the  weak,  and  iinners,  his 
sracious  voice  fliall  call  them,  and  his  merciful 
Band  fhall  be  their  ftay;     He  will  open  the  blind 
syes,  he  will  bring  out  the  prifoners  from  the  prifon^ 
and  them  that  jit  in  darknefs^  out  of  the  prifon-houfe^ 
His  power  (hall  be  no  lefs  than  his  goodneft, 
Hi^  eflfential  charaAer  is,  to  join  together  mcek- 
liefs  and  efficacy,  wherefore  that  fweet  voice  fhall 
run  in  a  moment,  from  one  end  of  the  world  to 
the  other,   and  without  caufing    any    fedition 
among  men,  fliall  excite  the  whole  earth.     He 
is  neither   froward  nor  impetuous  ;    and   he, 
whom  they  hardly  knew,  when  he  was  m  Judea,     . 
.  Jhall  not  only  be  a  foundation  for  the  covenant  of 
the  people,  but  alfo  the  light  of  the  Gentiles.     Un-lf.  xix*  i^^ 
der  his  blefltd  reign  the  Afl[yrians  and  Egypti-*5- 
ans,  fhall^  make  with  the  Ifraelites,  but  one  and  ^ 
the  fame  people  of  God.     All  become^  Ifrael, 
all  becomes  holy*     Jerufalem  is  no  more  a  par- 
ticular city  ;  it  is  the  image  of  a  new  fociety,  in 
which  all  nations  are  gathered  together-:  Eu- 
rope, Afric,  and  Afia  receive  preachers,  aniofeg 
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If.  ix.  i,i,i,wh6m  God  hath  Jet  hisfign^  that  they  may  declare 

fxi!  V,2, 3,  wJ^^^-^^^  arhong  th  Gentiles.     The  eled^  till  then 

ixii.  /,  2,  II.  called  by  the  name  of  Ifrael,  jhall  be  called  hy  a 

Ixv.  1, 2,15,16.^^,^,  fiatney  in  which  fhall  be  fignified  the  accom* 

^xvi.  9,  20^    pliihment  of  the  promifes,  and  a  hzpipy  Amen. 

.The  priejls  and  Levites^   who  liitherto   came   of 

Aaron,  Jhall- be  taken,  henceforth  out  of  the  midji  of 

Md.l.  itiy  in ihe  heathen.     A   new   facnfice,    more   pure  anfl 

more  acceptable  than  the  old  one,  jfhall  be  fub- 

ftituted  in  their  place,  and  it  (Kali  be  known  wh)r 

Pf.  ex.  David   had  celebrated  an  high-prieft  of  a  new 

If.  xlvi  s.       order.     Droj)  down,  ye  heavens^  from  above ^   and 

let  tbejkies  pour  down  rightecufnefs :  let  the  earth 

tpen^   and  let  them  bring  forth  falvationy   and  let 

'  righteoufnefs  fpring  up  together,     Heavien  and  earth 

'fhall  unite  in  producing^   as   by   one  commqn 

birth^  him,  who  /hall  be  at  once  heavenly  acid 

fearthly  :  new  ideas  of  virtue  fhall  appear  to  the 

World  vci  his  example,    and  doftrine  ;  and  the 

grace,    which  he   fh^ll  difpenfe,  jfliaJI  imprint 

Ibid.  xir.  23.  them  on  mens  hearts.     All  things  change  atius 

coming,  and  God  fwears  by  himlelf, .  tnat  eyery 

knee  fliall  bow  ]t)efore  him,  and  that  pvery  tdrigue 

ihall  confefe  hi$  fovereign  power* 

This  was  a  part  of  the  wonders  which  G9d 
fhewed  to  the  prophets  under  the  kings,  the 
fo^ls  of  David,  and  to  David  above  all  the  rfcft. 
Irhey  all  wrote  before^hand  the  hiffory  of  t^e 
Son  of  God,  who  was  aJfo  to  be  made  th^  f^h 
of  Abraham  and  of  David.  And  thus  every 
thing  followed  regularly  in  the  order  of  the  di* 
vine  counfels.  That  Mefliah  exhibited  at  .  a 
diftance,  as  the  ion  of  Abraham^  is  alfb  fhe1)^n 
Higher,  as^  the  fon  of  David.  An  eternal  king- 
dom 


UNIVERSAL    HISTORY,  ii^ 

dom  IS  promifed  him» :  the  knowledge  of.  God^ 
fpread  abrroad  throughout  all  the  earth  is  fpeci- 
ficd  as  the  certain  fign,  and  as  the  fruit  of  hist 
*'  coming;  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles,  and 
fhe  bleflSng  of  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  fo 
long  promifed  to  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and'  Jacob,  i^ 
confirmed  anew,  and  all  the  people  of  God  live 
in  this  expeftatioh.  , 

In  the   mean  time  God  continues  to  govern  a  Sam.  vil.  j, 
them  in  an  admirable  manner.     He  makes  a  neW^^?'^-    . 
covenant  with  David,-    and  obliges  himfelf   to&  foijf*'^^*^ 
^  protedhim  and  the  kings  his  defcendants,  if  they  *  Chron.  vii. 
^    walk   in  the  ftatutes   he   hath  given  them   by^^^'^^^xf/i* 
Mofes  ;  but  if  not,  he  denounces  to  them  the  6j;  foil,*    *    * 
fevereft  punifhments.     David,  who  forgets  him^ 
felf  for  a  little,  is  the  fifft  that  feels  them  :  but 
having  made  amends  for  his  fault  by  his  repen^ 
tance,  he  is  crowned  with  profperity,  and  pro-' 
pofed  as  a  model  of  a  perfedt  king.     The  throne 
IS  eftablifhed   in  his  houfe.     So  long  as  his  fon 
Solomon  imitates   his  piety,  he  is  happy:  he  i  Kings,  4, 
goes  aftray  in  his  old  age,  and  God,  who  fpares 
Bim  for  his  fervant  David's  fake,  declares  to 
him,  that  he  will  puniih  him  in  the  perfon  of 
his  fon.     Thus  he  fhews.  parents,  that  according 
to  the  fecret  order  of  his  judgments,  he  conti-^ 
Hues   their  rewards'  or  puniflime^ts  after  their 
death  ;    and   holds  them   in   fubmiflion  to   his' 
laws  by  their  deareft  tie,  that  is,  by  the  tie  of 
their  children.     In   execution   of   his  decrees,, Kjng«  xR 
Rehoboam,  headftrong  in  himfelf,  h  given  up 
to  a  foolifh  council  :  his  kingdom  is  dimini/hed 
by  ten-tribes.     Whilft  thefe  ten  rebellious  and 
fcjiifm^tic  tribes  turn  afide  itoin  their  God  and 
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from  their  king,  the  children  of  Judah,  faithful 
to  God,  and  to  David  whom  he  had  chofen, 
(land  faft  in  the  covenant  and  faith  of  Abra^ 
ham.  The  I-.evites  with  Benjamin  adhere  to 
^hem  :  the  J^ingdom  of  the  people  of  God  fiib^  ^ 
lifts  by  their  union  under  the  name  of  the  king- 
dom of  Judah  ;  and  the  law  of  Mofes  is  main- 
tained there  in  all  its  rites  and  ceremonies :  not-, 
withftanding  the  idolatries  and  dreadful  corrupti- 
qn  of  the  ten  feparated  tribes,  God  remembers 
his  covenant  with  Abraham,  liaac,  and  Jacob, 
His  law  goes  not  quite  out  amongft  thofe  rebels : 
he  does  not  ceaf^  to  call  them  to  repentance  by 
numberlef^  miracles,  and  by  continual  warnings, 

«King«,xviii.  which  he  fends  them  by  his  prophets.    But  they^ 

^»  7>  &  fpU-  being  hardened  in  their  wickeanefs,  he  can  no 
longer  bear  with  them,  and  fo  drives  them  out 
pf  the  promif^d  land,  without  hopes  pf  ever 
being  re-reftabliftied  in  it, 

Tpb.  i.  5, 6, 7.  Mean  while  the  hiftory  of  Tobit  happening 
9t  that  fame  time,  and  about  the  beginning  of 
the  captivity  of  the  Ifraelites,  fhews  us  the  con- 
du6l  of  God's  ele<ft,  who  remained  in  the  fepa^ 
rated  tribes.  This  holy  man,  by  dwelling  a- 
mong  them  before  the  captivity,  found  means 
not  oply  to  preferve  himfelf  from  the  idolatries 
pf  his  l)rethren,  but  even  to  perform  the  law, 
and  worftiip  God  publicly  in  the  temple  at  Je-! 
rufalem^  unmoved  either  by  bad  example,  or  by 

Ibid.  1!^  fear,  "When  a  perfecuted  captive  at  Nineveh^ 
|ie  perfeverpd  in  piety  with  his  family  j  aijd  the 
wonderful  manner  in  which  he  and  his  fbn  are 

Ibid,  xii#  ^t§  rewarded  for  their  faith,  even  upon  earth,  ftiews,^ 
,^at  in  ^ite  of  paptivity  and  perfecution,  God 
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had  fecret  ways  of  making  his  iervants  tafte  the 

bleffings  of  the  law,  in  raifing  them,  however, 

by  the  misfortimes  they  had  to  fuffer,  to  morq 

exalted  notions.     By   the  examples  of  Tobit, 

a^nd  by  his  wholefome  admonitions,  the  men  of 

lA'ael  were  excited  to  acknowledge,  at  leaft  u^- 

der  the  rod,  the  hand  of  God,  which  chaftened 

them-,  but  almoft  all  continued  in  their  obfti- 

nacy  '.  the  children  of  Judah,  far  from  profiting*  Kings,  xvJU 

by  the  chaftifements  of  Ifrael,  imitated  their  bad*^' 

examples.     God  does  not  ceafe  to  warn  them  by 

his  prophets,  whom  he  fends  them  tinte  after 

tune,  fifing  up  early ^  and  fending  them^  as  he  faysjbid.  xxiil, 

himfelf,  to  exprefs  his  paternal  care.     Provoked *6r*7- 

by  their  ingratitude,  he  is  moved  againft  them,*^^^i°^*^^ 

and  threatens  to  deal  with  them  as  with  their  re-JciMtx»x.  19, 

bellious  brethren.  ?^^^*  '5^ 

T^cre  is   nothing  more   remarkable  in  the 
hiftpry  of  the  people  of  God,  than  this  miniftry 
of  the  prophets,     We   fee  men  fet  apart  from  i  Sam.  xxviii, 
the  reft  of  the  people,  by  a  retired  life,  and  by^^.        .  , 
^  peculiar  garb  ;  they  have  habitations,  where  J ^^.    ^^ 
we  fee  them  live  in  a  fort  of  community,  under*  Kings,  i.  %^ 
a  fuperior,  whom  God  gave  them.     Their  poor^g^j^'*' 


xiu.  4, 


arid  felf-denied  life  was  a  type  of  the  mortifica-i  Sam.  x.  la, 
tion,  which  was  to  be  enjoii;ied  under  the  gof-^^i-^'j^^J    ^jj; 
pd-     God  communicated  himfelf  to  them  in  aaKingsl  ii.  s» 
particular  manner,   and  made  manifeft   to  the?5»»3»  »9>*4t 
dyQs  of  the  peopfe,  that  wonderful  communica-^'^  J°a^  ' 
tipn  :  but  it  never  was  fo  eminently  confpicuous 
a3  in  the  times  of  diforder,  when  idolatry  feemed 
^bput  to  abolifli  the  law  of  God,     During  thofe     , 
ynhappy  tinves,  the  prophets  loudly  proclaimed 
gt)  ^yijdes^  both  by  word,  ^nd  by  writing,  thq. 

t;hf^at;eninp 
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tKreatenings  (rf^God,and  tHc  teftimony  they  bore 

to  his  truth.     The  writings  they  compofed  were 

in  the  hands  of  all  the  people,  aiad  carefully  pre^ 

ferved  in  continual  remeihbrance  to  future  ages. 

Thofe  of  the  people,  who  kept  faithful  to  God, 

adhered  to  them  y  and  we  fee  that  even  in  Illrael, 

^xod.Tvii.  14.  where  idolatry  reigned,    the   few  faithful  there 

If,  XXX.  8.      -ivere,  celebrated  with  the  prophets  the  febbath* 

Jcr.  xxii.  30.   and  the  feafts   eftablifhed  by  the  law  of  Mofes, 

xxvi.  la,  13.  It  was  they  tthat  encouraged  good  people  to  ifcand 

a^Chron.'xxvi/'*^  ^^  ^^  Covenant,     Many  of  them  fiiffered 
death  j  and  after  their  example,  there  were  in 


£2. 

i)fn\'2*     the  worfl:  times,'  that  is,  even  in  the  rdgn   of 
2  kings,  iv.    Manafleh,'  infinite  numbers  of  the  faithful  who 

ft 
16. 


.  laid  down  their  lives  for  t:he  truth,  in  fo  much 
*      *  that  it  ha^  not  been'  a  iingle  moment  without 
a  witnefs. 

Thus  the  fociety  of  the  people  of  God'always 
fubfifled,  and  the  prophets  continued  in  it:  a 
great  number  of  the  fait;hful  ftrenuoufly  perfifted 
in  the  law  of  God,  with  them,  and  with  the 
'^ztk.xliy.js*j?riejis  the  fons  of  Zadock^  mho^  as  fays  Ezeldel, 
'  when  the  children  cf  Ifrael  ^ent  ajiray  from  God^ 
kept  the  charge  of  his  fan^iiary. 

Yet,  in  fpite  of  the  prophets,  in  fpite  of  the- 
faithful  priefls,  and  of  the  people  united  wit.h' 
them   in   the  obfervance   of  the  law,  idolitry,. 
which  had  ruined  Ifrael,  often  drew  afide,  even 
in  Judah  itfelf^  both  the  princes,  and  the  bulk 
of  the  people,     Though  the   kings  forgot*  the* 
God  of  their  fathers,  he  bore  long  with  their 
iniquities,  for  the  fake  of  David   his  fervant. 
©avid  is  ever  in  his  fight.     When  the  kings, 
the  fons  of  David,  fuUow  tiie  good  example  of> 

their 
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thdbr  fethcr,  God  wofks^  forpriiing  wonders  in 
tbeir  behaif :  bat  they  feel,  wheft  thfey  degene** 
rate,  the  invincible  ftvength  of  his  arm,  which 
then  falls  heavy  icpon  them.      The  kings  of 
Egypt,  the  kings  or  Syria,  andy  above  aff,  the 
kit^^  of  Afiyria  and  Babylon,  iierve  as  inftru«- 
ments  to  his  vengeance.     Impiety  increafes,  and 
God  raiies  up  in  the  Eaft  a  king  more  haughty^ 
and  more  formidable  than-  all  that  had  tMl  then 
appeared  :  and  that  is  Nebichadnexzar  kin^  of 
Bidiydon,.  the  mdft  terribie  of  all  conquerors^.  God  Jer.  xxr.  &c, 
pdnts  him.  out  afar  ofF  to  the  nations  and  kings, ^?i?^^'^/ 
as  the  avcapiger  deflined  to  puniih  them.     He  J,     ^'  ***^' 
draMKS   nigh,  and  terror  marchea  brfore  him»*Chion. 
He  takes  Jerufaiera  a  firft  time,  and  carrres  away^*'"*' . 
a  part  of  its  inhabitants'  to  Babylon*:  yet  neither 
do  they  who  remain  in  the  country,  nor  they  who 
are  tranfported,  though  warned,  thofe  by  Jere- 
miah, and  thcfe  by  Ezekiel,  turn  to  r^sentance. 
They  prefer  to  thofe  holy  prophets,  /&?  p'ifph&fs  Jtr.  xlv.  r^ 
who  prophefted  Ues  to  them^  and  flattered  them  in 
their  wicfcednefs.     The  avenger  returns  iitfo  Ju- 
dea,  and  the  yoke  of  Jerufalem  is  made  heavier  • 
but  flie  is  not  quite  deftroyed.     At  laft  impiety 
cornes  to  its  height;  pride  increafes  with  weak-  . 
nefs ;  and  Nebuchadnezzar  reduces  the  whole  to 
aihes*w  •  . 

God  fpared  not  his  own  fanduary .     That  glo-  *  Kings,  xxn. 
rious'  temple,  the  orhament  of  the  world,  which^' 
was  to  have  been  eternal,  had  the  children  of 
Ifrael  perfevered  in  piety,  was  confumed  by  the 
fife  of  the  Aflyrians.     Itt  vain  did -the  Jews  cry- 
out  inceffantly,  ^he  temple  of  the  Lord^  the  temple  Jtr.  vii.  4* 
of  the  Lordytbe  ten^  of  Pbe  Lord^is  among  ^s,  as 

if 
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if  that  facred  temple  had  been  to  protedt  th^m 
of  itfelf.  God  had  refolved  to  let  them  fee, 
that  he  was  not  confined  to  a  fabric  of  ftone,  but 
that  he  would  have  his  habitation  in  faithful 
hearts.  So  he  deftroycd  the  temple  of  Jerufa-' 
km ;  he  delivered  its  trcafiire  to  the  fpoilers, 
and  the  many  coftly  veflels  confecrated  by  pious 
kings,  were  given  to  an  impious  tyrant. 

But  the  fall  of  the  peopdc  of  God  was  to  be 
the  edification  of  the  whole  world.  We  fee  in 
the  iperfon  of  this  impious,  and  at  the  fame  time 
viftorious  king,  what  are  thofe  men  called  con^ 
querors.  They  are  for  the  moft  part  but  infbu-. 
ments  of  the  divine  vengeance.  God  exercifes 
his  jufKce  by  them,  and  then  exercifes  it  upon 
them.  Nebuchadnezzar  vefled  with  the  divine 
power,  and  become  invincible  by  that  miniftry, 
punifhes  all  the  enemies  of  the  people  of  God : 
he  ravages  the  Idumeans,  the  Ammonites,  and 
^  .  the  JMoabites :  he  overthrows  the,  kings  of  Syria ; 

«  Kings,  xxlv.  Egypt,  under  whofe  power  Judea  had  fo  often 
^'  groaned,  is  now  the  prey  of  the  proud  tyrant,^ 

and  becomes  tributary  to  him :  his  ppwer  is  no 
lefs  fatal  to  Judea  itfelf,  which  knows  not  how  to 
improve  the  reprieves  God  vouchfafes  her.  She; 
totally  falls,  is  totally  dcftroyed  by  the  divine 
juflice,  whereof  Nebuchadnezzar  is  the  minifler;. 
he  too  fhail  fall  in  his  turn,  and  God,  who  em- 
ploys the  hand  of  that  prince  to  chaftife  his  chil- 
dren, and  pull  down  his  enemies^  referves  him  for' 
his  own  almighty  arm, 

He  left  not  his  children  igniOrant  of  the  deftiny 
of  that  king,  who  chaftened  them,  and  of  the 
empire  of  the  Chaldeans,  under  wl^ich  th^y  werq 
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to  be  captives.     Left  they  fhould  be  furprized  at 
the  glory  pf  the  wicked,  and  of  their  haughty 
reign,  the  prophets  denounced  their  Ihort  dura- 
tion,     Ifaiah,  who  faw  the  glory  of  Nebuchad-If.  xiii-xlv, 
nezzar,  and  his  mad  pride,  a  long  time  before^j^jj  ^^J^J^^^'* 
his  birth,  foretold  his  fudden  fall,  as  well  as  thatxlviii, 
of  his  empire.     Babylon  was  fcarce  any  thing, 
when  that  prophet  faw  its  power,  and  a  little  af- 
ter,, its  downfal.     Thus  the  revolutions  of  the 
cities  and  empires,  which  harafled  the  people  of 
God,  or  profited  by  their  deftruftion,  were  writ- 
ten in  their  prophecies.     Thefe  oracles  were  fol- 
lowed by  a  fpeedy  execution :  and  the  Jews,  fo        i 
feverely  punifticd,  faw  fall  before  them,  or  a  very 
little  after,  according  to  the  predictions  of  their  ' 
prophets^  not  only  Samaria,  Idumea,  Gaza,  AC- 
calon,  Damafcus,  the  cities  of  the  Ammonites 
and  Moabites  their  perpetual  enemies ;  but  the 
capitals  of  the  great  empires.  Tyre  miftrefs  of 
thie  fea,  Tanis,  Memphis,  hundred-gated  Thebes, 
""with  all  the  riches  of  its  Sefoftris ;  Nineveh  it- 
felf,  the  feat  of  the  kings  of  Aflyria  their  perfe- 
cutors  •,  and  proud  Babylon,  victorious  over  all 
the  reft,  and  rich  with  their  fpoils. 

It  is  true,  J^rufalem  periftied  at  the  fame  time 
for  her  fins :  but  God  doth  not  leave  her  without  , 
hope.     Ifaiah,  who  had  foretold  her  ruin,  hadlf-  xllv.  xlr. 
fttn  her  glorious  reftoration,  and  had  himfelf 
named  Cyrus  her  deliverer,  two  hundred  years 
before  he  was  born.     Jeremiah,  whofe  predic-jcr.  xx-.  u, 
tionshad  been  fo  precife  in  pointing  out  to  that"-*^**-'*^* 
ungrateful  people  their  certain  overthrow,  had 
alfo  promifed  them  their  return  after  threefcore 
^nd  ten  years  captivity.     During  thofe  years, 

the 
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fhe  humbled  people  was  refpefted  in  its  prof>hets : 
thefe  captives  pronounced  to  kings  and  nations? 
JHn.  11. 4^.    theif  dreadful  dooms.     Nebuchadnezzar^    who 
jbtdviv.  »6.   iv'ouki  needs  be  worfliipped,  docs  himfclf  wor- 
fhip  Daniel,  aftonifhe'd  at  the  divine  fecrets  he 
difcovered  to  him :  he  learns  from  hint  his  fen- 
cer, xxvii.      fence,  foon  followed  by  execution.     This  vifto- 
rious  prince  triumphed  in  Babylon,  which  he 
made  tfee  greateft,  ftrongeft,  and  moft  beautiful 
city  the  fun  had  ever  beheld.     There  it  was  God 
mterided  to  confound  his  pride.     Happy  and  in- 
vulnerable, fo  to  fpeak,  at  the  head  of  his  armies, 
tod  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  conquefts,  he 
Jjck,  xxi.  so.  was  to  fall  w  the  place  wh'ere  he  was  created^  and  in 
the  land  of  his  nativity^  according  to  the  oracle  of 
Ezekiel,     While  admiring  his  greatnefs,  and  the 
beauty  of  Babylon,  he  exalts  himfelf  above  huma- 
pan.  IV.  31.    ftfty,  God  ftrikes  him,  deprives  him  of  his  under- 
ftanding,  and  degrades   him  to  the  rank  of  the' 
beads.   He  recovers  his  fenfes  at  the  time  affign- 
ed  by  Daniej,  and  confeffes  the  God  of  heaven, 
who  had  made  him  feel  his  power..    But  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs  did  not  take  warning  from  his  example. 
The  affairs  of  Babylon  fall  into,  confufion,  and  the 
fime  pointed  out  by  the  prophecies  for  the  refto- 
ration  of  Judah,  arrives  amidft  all  thefe  troubles. 
Cyi*us  appears  at  the   head  of  the  Medes  and 
Perfians :  every  thing  gives  way  to  that  formida- 
Hcrod.  lib.  i.  ble  conqueror.     He  makes  but  flow  advances^ 
x.enoph.  lib.-  towards  the  Chaldeans,  and  his  march  meet§  with 

11     111      oZC  " 

Paedag./jer.li.freqy^nt  intfetruptions.   The  rumour  of  his  com- 

46.  Herod,  lib-ing  is*  heard  from  afar,  as  Jeremy  had  foretold :' 

iu!^pSg!'^'a^  laflheis  determined!  Babylon  often  threaten^ 

^  by  the  prophets,  and  ever  proud  and  impeni-- 
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tent,  fees  her  conqueror  arrive,  and  ditfpifes  him. 
Her  riches^  her  lofty  walls,  her  niunberlefs  in-AriiF.  j* 
habitants,  her  prodigidus  compafs,  which  con-^^^***  ^* 
tained  a  whole  large  country,  as  all  the  ancients 
atteft,  ^and  her .  infinite  ftores,  all  thefe  pufF  up 
hef  mind  with  undoubted  fecurity.     Sefiegied  a 
long  time  without  feeling  any  inconvenience,  ihe 
laughs  at  her  enemies,  and  at  the  ditchea  Cyrus 
was  digging  about  her:  nothing  is  talked  of 
there  but  bat\quets  and  rejoicings.     Her  king  Dan.  t, 
Belfhazzar,    grandibn    to  Nebuchadnezzar,  as 
proud  ^s  he,  but  not  fo  great  a  man,  makes  a 
folemn  feaft  to  his  lords.     This  feaft  is  cele- 
brated  with  unheard-of  exceiles.      Belfhazzar 
commands  to  bring  the  facred  veiTels  which  had 
been  taken^  put  of  the  temple,  and  mingles  pro- 
fanation with  luxury.     The  wrath '  pf  God  de- 
clares itfelf:    a  heavenly  hand  writes  terrible 
words  upon  the  wall  of  the  room,  where  the 
feaft  is  held.     Daniel  interprets  the  meaning  of 
it :  and  that  prophet  who  h^d  foretold  the  fatal 
fall  of  the  grandfather,  ihews  alio  tptl^e.  grand- 
fqn  thp  thunder  that  is  ready    to    burft  upon 
him.     In  execution  of   God's  decreq,    Cynis 
makes  all  at  once  a  breach  in  Babylon.     The 
.  Euphr^iteS:  turned  aflde  into  the  channels  he  had 
been  fo  long  preparing  it,  diicovcrs  to  him  its 
imnienfe  bed  :  and  he  inters  by  this  ujiexpeAed 
paitage,     Thus  thai  haughly  Babylon  was  de4ivey-if.  xlii.  17. 
fed^  Up  a  prey  tg  the  Msdes^  to  the  PerfumSy  and  to^^:  *• '^Z* 
Cyirui^    as  the  prophets  had  faid.      And  'thusjer!'u.  ^U?. 
perifticd  with  her  the  empire  of  the  ChaldeaaS)!^*  »»v^'  ^^#  i;* 
w-liich  had  deftroyed  fo  many  other  kingdoms,!®''' ^•*^' 


and 
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and  the  hartmer  which  had  broke  the  whole  earth  rn 
pieces^  was  cut  afunder  and  broken  itfelf.  Weil 
had  Jeremiah  foretold  it.  The  Lord  broke  the 
ftaff y  wherewith  he  had  ftnote  fo  many  nations.  IfaiaJi 
had  forefeen  it.  The  nations  accuftomed  to  the 
yoke  of  the  Chaldean  kings  now  fee  them  under 

Ibid.  X.  i3>    the  yoke  themfelves  :  Art  thou  alfo^  fay  they,  be- 

**•  come  weak  as  we  ?  Art  thou  become  like  unto  us  ? 

Thou,  who  haft /aid  in  thine  heart,  I  will  exalt  fhy 
throne  above  thefiars  of  God,  and  I  will  be  like  the 
Moft  High.      This    the  fame  Ifaiah  had  pro- 

J£xicu9.  nounced.  Babylon  is  fallen,  is  fallen^  as  had  faid 
that  prophet,  and  all  the  graven  images  of  her 

Ibid.  xlvi.  I.  gods  are  broken  unto  the  ground.  Belboweth'do'ivn^ 
and  jt^ebo^  her  great  god,  from  whom  the  kings 
took  their  name,  Jioopeth  :  for  the  Perfians  their 
ei^emics,  worfhippers  of  the  fun,  would  not  fuf- 
fer  idols,  nor  kings  made  gods.  But  how  did 
this  Babylon  perifh  ?  Why,  juft  as  the  prophets 

jcr.l.  38^      had, declared.     Her  waters  were  dried  up,  as  Je- 

*•  39i  57***    f ^"^i*h  ^^'^  foretold,  to  give  paflage  to  her  con- 
queror :  drunk,  fleeping,  betrayed   by  her  own 
rejoicmg,  according  to  the  fame  prophet,  file 
found  herfelf  in  the  power  of  her  enemies,  aiid 
l![,xi\ui^y\eyWas  taken^  as  in  a  fnare,  without  being  aware .  AIL 
r*  1**      I  ^^^  inhabitants  are  put  to  the  fword :  for  the 
^ji^J^'^  '  Medes,  her  vanquifti^rs,  as   Ifaiah  had  faid,  re^ 
garded  neither  gold  norftl^er,  but  vengeance,    to 
fatiate  their  hatred  by  the  deftruftion  of  A  cruel 
people,  whofe  pride  made  them  the  enemy  of  all 
Jcr.li.  31.     the  nations  of  the  world.     The  mejfengers  cofne 
If.xlm.fa,    one^fter  another  to  Jbew  the  king  of  Bafylon^  that 
jer.  1. 36.*     his  city  was  taken  at  one  end  :  and  to  Jeremiah  had 
If,  xtviii.  20.  defcribed  it.      Her  aftrologers,   in^lfRBni   (he 

truded^ 
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trufted,  and  who  prqmifed  her  perpetual  em*  J«r.  li.  s,  zs, 
pire,  could  not  favc  her.  from  her  deftroyer.^'^f' *"*' ^^* 
Ifaiah  and  Jeremiah  declare  it  with  one  accord. 
In  that  dreadful   ilaughter,    the  Jews>  haying 
timely  warning,  efcaped  alone  from  the  (word  of 
the  vidors^     Cyrus,  become  by  this  conqueft 
matter  of  the  whole  Eaft,  acknowledges  in  that 
people,  fo  often  conquered,  fomething  J  cIo  not 
know  what  divine.    Enraptured  witn  the  o«i- 
cles,  which  had  foretold '  his  viftori^s,   he  con- 
feffes^  that  he  owes   his  empire  to  the  God  of ^Chxon. 
heaven^  whom   the  Jews   ferved,  and  fignalizesi^'^^V  *5* 
the  firft  year  of  his  reign  by  the  reftoration  oF*^ 
his  temple  and  people.  .  , 

Who  would  not  here  admire  the  divine  pro- 
vidence, fo  manifeftly  declared  upon  the  Jews 
and  Chaldeans,  upon  Jerufalem  and  Babylon  ^ 
God  means  to  piinifh  both ;.  and  that  they  may 
not  be  ignor^t,  that  it  is  he  alone  w^  dipes  it, 
he  is  pleafed  to  declare  it  by.  above  an  'hundred 
prophecies.  Jerufalem  and  Babylon,  both  threat- 
ened at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the  fame  prophets, 
fall  <Mie  after  another  in  the  time  limited.  .  But 
God  here  difcovers  the  great  fecret  of  the  two 
chaftif^m^nts  he  inflids :  a  chaftifement  of  feve-- 
rity  upon  the.Ghaldeaxis;  a  fatherly  ckaftifement 
on  the  Jews,  who  are  his  children.  The  pride 
(of  the  Chaldeans  (for  this  was  the  charaderiftic 
of  the  nation)  and  the  fpirit  of  that  wh©le  empire  . 
IS  humbled  without  retrieve;    ^he  mofi  proud jhdU]^*  !•  3«>  3«^ 

]fii(mble  andfaU^  and  none  JhaUraife  him  up^  faid  Jere-^* 

miah;  and  Ifaiah  before  him,  Bdbytonj  the  gloryic.  xiii.  19. 
of  kingdoms y  the  beauty  of  the   Chcudees  excellency  ^ 
JbaU  bemt^benGod overthrew  Sodom  andGomorrah^ 

to 
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to  whom  Gbd  left.no  fiefource.     But  as  for  the 

Jews,  It  is  not. fb with  tJicmj.God  chaftened  them 

as  difobedient  children,  whom  he  turns  again  to 

.    their dpty  by  corre<Sion,.  and  then  ;aoyed  with 

Jer.xlvi.  28.  their  t6ars,  he  ibrgets  their  faults.  Fear  thou 
not^  0.  fdcoh^  wy  fervdnt^  faith  the  Lord,  for  I  am 
wHhihee^-for'Iwillimkeli  full  end/^f  all  the  na^ 
tionSj  '^bifher  I  hdve  driVfH  thf^i  but  /  will  tr^ 
make  dfuR  end  of  thee ^  lut  iorre^  thee  tft,  meafurez 
yet  ^M^I  mt  leave  thee  wh'oUy  unpunijbed.  '  Where- 
fore Bkbyion,  taken  for  ever  from  the  Chaldeans^ 
.  is  dfelivered  untp  another  people;  knd  Jerufalem 
rcftored  ;by  a  wonderful  revolution,  fees*'  her 
childrepreturji  frQm,aIlquafter$^  ', 

It'watsZcrubbabeJjPrthe  tribe  ttfJiidAh,  and 
of  thebfood  royal,  that  brought  them  back  out 
of  captivity,  The- Jtien  of  Jud^  return  iir. 
crouds^' ^1ind  fill  the  whole  countiy^  The  t^A 
fcatterid^ibes  are  loft  aniong  the  Qcntiles,  fave 
thofe*j*whfr^'unc^er  the  naftie  of  Jtidah^.  and  re- 
united under  .its  ftar\d?irds,  come  again,  into  the 
land  of  their .  fathers* 

In  the.  mean  time  the  altar  is  ti^-ftrefted,  the 
tempk  i^  rebuilt,  the  walls  of  Jertifalem  are 
reared  antw.  The  jealofuiy  of  the  neighbouring 
tiationis  is  checked  py  the  kings  of  Perfia,  noW 
become  the  protedfors  of  the  people  of  God* 
The  high-torieft  refumcs  his  oiRce^^lth  all  the 
Other  priefts  wh€>  proved   their  fttcbeffion   by 

tCcfi^it,.  t^^logy  from  th^  public  rerijlers:  ,the.  reft  were^ 
as  polluted^  put  from  the  prtgjthoodt  p'zu-a  a  prieft 
himfelf,  Mid  doftor  of  the  law^  ajid  Nehemiah 
the  governor,  reform  all  the  abufes  which  th€( 
captivity  had  introduced,  and  caufe  the  law  tc^ 

be 
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be  kept  in  its  purity*  The  people'  mourn  withi  Efd.viiL  5^4 
them  for  the  tranlgrefllons,  which  had  brought 
thoie  fevere  chaililements  upon  them,  ^nd  ac-  ^ 
knowledge  that  Mofes  had  foretold  thenii  They 
all  together  read  in  the  Tacred  books  the  thrisat^ 
cmrijgs  of  the  man  of  God :  they  fee  the  accom* 
pliihment  of  them :  the  oracle  of  Jeremiah,  and 
the  {6  often  promifed  return,  after  the  feventy 
years  captivity,  aftonifhes  and  comforts  them: 
they  adore  the  judgments  of  God,  and  once  more 
wconcilcd  with  him,  live  in  peace* 

God,  who  does  every  thing  iji  his  own  due 
time^  had  made  choice  of  this  to  <iaufe  the  e^-^ 
traordinary  means,  that  is,  prophecies,  to  ceafe 
among  his  people,  henceforth  {umciently  inilruc- 
ted*  There  yet  remained  about  ^ve  hundred 
vears  unto  the  days  of  the  Meffiah.  God,  in 
nonour  of  his  Son's  majefty,  filences  the  prophets 
during  that  whole  time^  to  keep  hi&  people  in 
cxpeftatiort  of  Him,  who  was  to  be  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  all  their  bracles* 

But  towards  the  expiration  of  the  times,  in 
which  God  had  refolved  to  put  an  end  to  the 
prophecies^  he  feemed  willing  to  fpread  abroad 
all  his  light,  and  to  difcover  all  the  coimfels  of 
his  providence  1  fo  deariy  did  he  revfcai  the  fe^ 
crets  of  tiities  to  comci 

During  the  captivity,  ahd  efpecially  toWardsDan.  iL  iiL 
the  time  it  drew  to  ah  endj  Daniel,  revered  for  v.  yiii.  *;* 
his  piety,  eVen  by  infidel  kings^  ahd  employed 
for  nis  prudence  in  the  greateft  affairs  of  their 
kingdoh),  faw  ih  fuccelTive  order,  at  different 
times,  and  tinder  different  figures,  fpur  moiiar- 
chies,  Under  which  the  Ifvadites  were  to  live. 

Q,  Hi 
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Dan.  I3C.  2^9 


He  diftinguifhes  them  by  their  proper  charaftertJ 
We  fee  pafs  as  a  torrent  the  empire  of  a  king  of 
Grecia;  which  wa6  that  of  Alexanckr.  By  its 
fall  we  fee  eftabliflied  another  empire  lefs  thaii 
his,  and  weakened  by  its  divifions :  and  this  was 
that  of  his  fucceflbrs,  among  whom  there  are  four 
pointed  out  in  the  prophecy.  Antipater,  Seleu- 
cus,  Ptolemy,  and  Antigonus  are  vifibly  defcri- 
bcd.  It  is  evident  from  hiftory,  that  thefe  were 
more  powerful  than  the  reft,  and  the  only  ones 
whofe  power  defcended  to  their  children.  W^c 
fee  their  wars,  their  jealoufies,  and  their  deceit- 
ful alliances;  the  cruelty  and  ambition  of  tKc 
kings  of  Syria;  the  pride,  and  other  marks  wJxich 
diftinguifti  Antiochus  lUuftris,  the  implacable 
enemy  of  the  people  .of  God ;  the  fhortnefe  of 
his  reign,  and  fpeedy  punifhment  of  his  exccfles; 
We  fee  arife,  in  fine,  towards  the  latter  end,  and 
as  it  were  out  of  the  womb  of  thefe  monarchies^ 
the  reign  of  the  fen  of  man.  By  this  name  you 
underftand  Jesus  Christ:  but  that  reign  of  thq 

.  fbn  of  man  is  ialfo  called  the  kingdom  of  thi  faints  of 
the  Moji  High.  All  nations  are  made  fubjeft  to 
this  great  and  peaceful  empire :  eternity  is  pro- 
mifed  to  it,  and  it  is  to  be  the  only  one  wbcje 

'  kingdom  fhaU  not  he  left  to  mother  people. 

When  that  fon  of  man,  and  that  fo  mifch  lon-.^ 
ged*for  Christ  fhall  come,  and  how  he  fhall 
aqcompliih  the  work  committed  td  him,  that  is, 

.  the  redemption  q(  mailkind,  God  difcovers  mani- 
feftly  to  Daniel.     While  he  is  taken  up  about 

:the  captivity  of  his  people  in  Babylon,  and  the 

.^vcnty  ye^irs  which  God  had  determined  to  ac- 
compb'fli  in  the-defolations  of  Jerufalem,  In  the 

%'^  :  midft 
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midft  of  the  fuppllcations  he  makes  for  tho^elk  i^"^-      ^ . . 
verance  of  his   brethi-en,   he  is  all  of  a  fii84e{K  *"        C^ -^ 

raifed  to  more  tranfcendent  myfteriesi     He  ^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
another  number  of  years,  and  another  far  mor6  ^'^^▼▼^^ 
important  deliverance.     Inftead  of  the  feVentjrDari.  ixi  24* 
years  foretold  by  Jeremiah,  he  is  fhewn  fevtnty 
weeks,  to  commence  from  the  going  forth  of  the 
commandment  from  ArtaxerXes  Longimailils,  iri 
the  twentieth  year  of  his  reign,  fbr  rebuilding 
the  city  of  Jerufalem.     There  is  marked  in  pre-^ 
cife  terms,  at  the  end  of  thefe  weeks^  the  recom^lhldi  %^ 
liation  for  iniquity^  the  evetlajting  reign  of  right eoufi 
nefs^tbe  full  accornplifhment  of  the  prophecies  \  and  the 
anointing  of  the  Mofi  Holy.     The  CHRIST  \s  tdlbl(i;  15,  »4i 
execute  his  office,  and  appear  as  the  prince  of  the 
people  after fixty-mne  weekSi  After  Jixty^nine  weeks^ 
(for  the  prophet  repeats  it)  the  Mejftah  is  to  be  cut 
off:  he  is  to  die  a  violent  death :  he  is  to  be  mad6 
a  facrifice  in  order  to  fulfil  the  myfteriesi     Ond 
week  is  diftinguiftied  among  the  reftj  which  is 
the  laft  and  feve;itieth.     It  is  that  wherein  the 
Meffiah  ihall   be  facrificed,  wherein  thi  covenantihli.  ifi. 
Jhall  he  confirmed  %  and  in  the  midft  cf  which  th^ 
facrifice  ami  oblation  fhall  ceafe^  doubtlefs^  by  the 
death  of  Christ:  for  it  is  in  confequence  of  his 
death,  that  this  change   is   fignified.     After  thdVoiidi  %€,  ifi 
death  of  the  Mejfiab^  and  the  abolition  of  the  y&m- 
fices^  nothing  is  to  be  fecn  but  horror  and  ton-j 
fufion :  we  fee  the  deftru£iion  of  the  holy  city  and 
fan£fuary ;  a  people  and  a  prince^  who  ccme^to  deftroy 
every  things  th^  ahominations  in  the  tefnple^  ctnd  thd 
final  and  irremediable  defclatioH  of  the  people,  re- 
bellious againft  their   God,*  and, ungrateful   to-' 
wards  their  Saviour. 

0.2  \v«     .• 
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We  have  feeh^  that  thofe  weeks  j;educed  to 
Veeks  of  years,  accot-ding  to  the  Scripture  man- 
her,  make  490   years,  and  bring   us  precifely 
from  the  20th  year  of  Artaxerxes  down  to  the 
laft  ^eek;  a  week   full  of  myftery,  in  which 
Jesus  Christ  offered  up  puts  an  end  by  his 
V  fle^th  to  the  (atrifices  of  the  law,  and  fulfils  the 
figures  of  it.    The  learned  make,  various  compu- 
tations to  make  the  times  quadrate  exaftly  :    but 
that  which  I. have  propofed  to  y<iu  is  attended 
,with  no  ihconvcniencc.     It  is  fo  far  from  ob- 
{curing  the  feries  of  the  hiftory  of  the  kings  of 
Perfia*  that  it  throws   light  upon  it;  although 
there  would  be  nothing  very  fm-prizlng,  if  there 
flbould  ht  found  fome  uncertainty  in  the  dates  of 
thofe  princes,  and  eight  or  nine  years,  the  moft 
that  could  be  difputed,   in  a  reckoning   of  400, 
will  never  make  any  important  qucftion.     But 
what  nieed  we  fey  more  ?  God  hath  cut  off  the 
difficulty,  if  there  was  any,  by  a  decifion,  that 
admits  no  reply.  A  manifeft  event  fets  us  above 
all  the  little  niceties  of  chronologers  5  and  the 
total  deftruftion  of  the  Jews,  which  followed  fo 
elofe  upon  the  death  of  our  Lord,  demonftrate^ 
to  the  meaneft  underftanding  the  accomplifti- 
ment  of  the  prophecy. 

It  now  remains  only  to  obferve  to  you  one 
circiimftance  of  it.  Daniel  difcovers  to  us  a  new 
myftery*  The  oracle  of  Jacob  had  taught  us^ 
that  the  kingdom  of  jfudah  was  to  ceafe  at  the 
coming  of  the  Mefliah  -,  but  it  did  not  tell  o* 
that  his  death  fhould  be  th^  eaufe  of  that  ki'ng-« 
dom*s  downfal.  God  hath  revealed  this  im- 
J  ortant  fecret  to  Daniel,  and  declares  to  him,  asJ 

you 
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you  fee,  that  the  ruin  of  the  Jews  fluJl  be'th« 
confequence  of  the  death  of  Christ,  and  of  their 
own  ingratitude.  Mark  well  this  paflage,  if  you 
pleafe,  and  the  feries  of  events  will  foon  make 
you  an  excellent  commentary  on  it.  You  fee^, 
what  God  fhewed  to  the  prophet  Daniel  a  littk 
before  the  viAories  of  Cyrua,  and  rebuilding  of  ^ 
the  temple.  While  it  wds  building,  he  raifed 
up  the  prophets  Haggai  and  Zechariahi  and 
immediately  after  he  ient  Malachi,  who  was  to 
clofe  the  prophecies  of  the  ancient  people. 

What  did  not  Zechariah  fee?  One  would 
think,  that  the  book  of  the  divine  decrees  had 
been  laid  open  to  this  prophet,  and  that  he  had 
read  the  whole  hiftory  of  God's  people  from  t^hie 
captivity. 

The  perfecutions  of  the  kings  of  Syria,  andzcch,  xW. 
the  wars  they  wage  againft  Judah,  are  difcovered 
to  him  in  all  their  confequence.  He  fees  Jeru^ 
iaiem  taken,  and  facked,  a  dreadful  pillage,  smd 
infinite  diforders,  the  people  flying  into  the  wil-. 
dernefe,  uncertain  of  their  fate,  to  live  of  die^ 
and  when  on  the  brink  of  utt^r  defolation,ya  i>ew 
light  all  of  a  fudden  appearing  to  theni«  The< 
enemies  are  conquered  ^  the  ido^  are  thrown 
down  in  all  the  holy  land:  we  fee  |>eace  und 
plenty  in  town  and  countryi  an4  the?  temple  is 
revered  in  the  wl^ole  Eaft. 

One  memorable  circumft^nce  of  thofe  wvs  isZcclJ,x^t.»^ 
revealed  to  the  prophet :  that  Jerufalem  was  to 
be  betrayed  by  her  own  children,    and    that 
amongft  her   eiiemies    many  Jews  fiiottld  be 
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jBech.ix;  x.        Sometimes  he  fees  a  long  train  of  profperity: 

£d!',i/'     Judah   is  filled   with   ftrength;    the  kingdoms 

'    '        that  opprefled  her  are  humbled ;  the  neighbours, 

who  did  not   eeafe  to  harafs  her  are  puniflied; 

fbme  are  converted,  and  incorporated  with   the 

Ecch.  IK.  1,  *,  people  of  God,     The  prophet  beholds  this  peo- 

3.4fS>fi»7.8>pjg  crowned  with  divine  favours,  among  which 
he  reckons  the  triumph,  no  le(s  modeft  than 
glorious,  of  the  king^  jufty  lowly ^  and  bmnngfaha- 
tion^  who  riding  upon  an  afsy  and  upon  a  colt,  the 
foal  of  an  afs,  cometh  unto  his  cityofjerufalem. 

gcclj.  x{.  After  having  recounted  their  profperity,  he 

.  refumes  from  the  beginning  the  whole  feries  of 
their  calamities.  He  fees  all  at  once  the  tem-r 
pie  on  fire,  the  whole  country  deftroyed  with  the 
capital,  murders,  violences,  and  z  king  authori- 
zing them.  God  takes  pity  on  his  forfaken 
people,  he  becomes  himfelf  their  Ihepherd,  and 
^  his  proteftion  Is   their  ftafF.     In  the  end  civil 

jSpcb.  3ci,  Sj  wars  break  out,  and  things  turn  to  decay,  The 
time  of  this  change  is  fpecified1>y  a  certain  mark, 
and  three  princes  degraded  in  one  pionth  Q>eak 
the  commencement  of  it. 

?^f^:  ^1:  ?*»       In  the  midft  of  thefe  woes  appears  a  ftill  great- 

^^'  er.     A  little  after  thofe  divifions,  and  in  the 

'times  of  decay,  God  is  prized  at  thirty  pieces  of 

fihei'^  by  his  ungrateful  people  •,  and  th^  prophet 

fees  every  thing  even  to  the  potter*  sfeld^  or  that  of 

•  the  graver^  on  which  the  money   is   beflowed, 

Hence  follow  extreme  diforders  amongft  the 
iheprf^ds  of  the  people ;  at  laft  theyare  blinded, 
ana  their  cower  is  deftroyed.    •      ' 

What  ijM|iI  fay  of  the  wonderful  vifion  of 

^^h.  ^fiiit  jff'^echariah^  vmp  fees  tiie  fhephtrd  hnitten,  and  the 
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Jhesp  fcattered?  What  (hall  I  {iy  of  the  look  tB^Zec\\,xn.  iq^ 

people  cafi  upon  their  God^  whom  they  have  pierced; 

at^-'of  their  mourning  for  a  more  lamentable 

death  than  that  of  an  only  fon,  or  than  that  of 

Jbfiah*?  Zechariah  faw  all  thefd  things:  but  the 

gtesteft  fight  h^  faw  was,  The  Lord  fent  by  /^Zech.  il.  s,  5, 

L^rd  to  inhabit ^Jerufdem^  where  he  calls  the  Citi^^^'  **• 

/i&jy  io  join  them  to  his  people^  Mdto  dwell  in  the 

midp  of  them:'   .    ^  ...  ■       :  \tf 

Haggai  fays  lefs,'  but  what  he  fays^  is  furpri-' 
zing,    -Whilft  the  fecond  temple  is  a   building,' Ez,  m.i». 
and  the  old  men,  that  had  feen  the  firft,  melt 
into  tear's,  on  comparing  the  meannefe  of  this: 
latter  edifice  with  the  magnificence  of  the  for-'         ,  » 

mer,  the  jprbphet,-  who  fees  farther  than  they, 
ptdblifhes  the  glory  of  the  fecond  temple,  and: 
prefers  it  to  the  firft.     He  explains  whence  this^' 
new  houfe  fhall  proceed  •,  the  deftre  of  aU  natioHsHzg.  li.  7,  g, 
Jiidlcome  t  that  Meffiah  prohrifed  two  thoufandr^*  ?<*• 
years,  and  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  as 
the  Saviour  of  the  Gentiles^  fliail  appear  in  this 
new  temple.      Peace  fhall  be  efiablifhed  there  ;.  the 
whole  world fhaken  fhall  bear  witnefe'to  the-  coming ' 
of  its  redeemer  ;  thhre  is  now  but  a  Uttie  while  to  '        * 

eafpred:  him,  and  the  times  appointed  for  that 
e^pedtation  are  in  their  laft  pef  icid. 
.    -At  length  the  temple  is  nnilhed ;  viftims  are 
ofifered  up  ;  burf  the  covetous  Jews  prefent  de- 
fc!(£five  facrifices.     Malaclii,  who  reproves  them 
for  it,  is   raifed  to^.a-  higher r  confideratioft,  and 
upon  occafion   of  the  polluted  offerings  of  the  . 
Jews,  he  fees  an  offering  pure^  and  unpolluted, 
which  fhdl  be  prefented  to  God^  no  longer  as  afore- Mai.  liu 
tinie  only  in  the  temple  .of  Jerufalemi  but  frvm  - 
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thi  fiant  t  ito  lotigcr  by  the  j€^s,  Imt  fy  the  GeH^ 
fites^  among  ivlK>m  he  proph^es^  Ibdi  the  K^m$e 
tf  God  JkaU  be  great, 

He  iees  alfo^  like  H^gg^i)  the  ^Pty  of  th* 

fecund  temple^   «id  the  Meffiah  h<Snduri^e  it 

'  with  his  prefence  i  btit  he  fees,    at  the  wnt 

titoc,  that  the  Meifiah  is  th/t  .God,  to  whom 

Mrir  iji?  ?.     that  temple  ifj  dJedicated,     Behold^  X  ^iUfend  pry 

Pk^pii^r^  imd  hf  Jhall  prepi^e  the  tt^  hefort  ine  ,♦ 

.    pnd  the  jbord^  v;kcmye  feek^  JhaU Juddetiy  cmm  to 

his  twtpky  even  the  piejfenger  of  the  :€fvtH(mt^  whom. 

ye  det^ht  in  ;  beh(ddy  he  fialitpmei  faith  the  Lord 

of  ho/is, 

God*s  meflengers  arc  angek  :  but  here  is  a 
jfteflenger  of  a  wonderful  dignity,  a  mcfleiigcr^ 
wJio  hath  a  teinple  \  a  meflenger,  who  is  God, 
imd  who  entereth  into  the  tdmple  as  his  proper 
'  ffwellingi  aincfFetJgerdefired  by  all  the  people, 
whopometh  to  jnake  a  new  cbyenatit,  and  who- 
•  is,  for  that  reafon,  cabled  the  angel  of  the  cove; 
nsaht,:  or,  of  the  New  Teftament,. 
f^fil,  iUf  X.         It  was,  tiiereffiare,  in  the  fecond  temple,  that 
iy-  i[>  ^-         tkis  God,  the  meffenger  of  God%  was  to  appean 
but  another  ineflet^er  goes  before,  atid  prepares 
his  ways,     Theit  we  fee  the  Mcffiah  preceded 
by  his  harbinger.     The  charaAer  of  that  fbre- 
runher  is  alfo  ftiewed  to  the  prophet,     This  is  to  ^ 
bit  a  new  Elijah,  remarkable  for  nis  hoiincfe,  for 
his  aufterity  of  life,  for  his  authority,  ^d  for 
hi^zeal, 

Thus  the  laft  prophet  pf  the  ancient  people 
pointed  out  the  firft  prophet,  that  was  to  come 
gfter  hipl^  9r  that  Elijah,  thp  for^unner  of  th^ 
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JLfOrd^  who  was  to  apptar.  TiH  that  ttnle  God^ 
people  had  no  prophet  to  cxpcft,  the  law  of 
MoTfss  waa  to  be  fofficietit  for  tkenl^  aixl  there- 
fore N^achi  concluded  with  thefe  words:  R^-M^w.^^s^ 
member  ye  the  htv  of  Mofes  my  ftroant^  which  /^* 
cofnMsnAed  unto  him  in  Horeb  for  all  Ifraely  with 
the  ftntut&s  and  judgmeMs.  Behold^  I 'ixMl  fekd  you 
Elijah  the  prophet^  wbojball  tarn  the  heart  if  the 
fiHhers  to  the  children^  who  fhall  fliew  to  theft, 
what  the  others  have  lexpefted. 

To  this  law  of  Mofes,  Qod  had  joined  di^ 
prophets^ 'iwho  had  %oken  in  confovmity  to  it ; 
and  the  hiftory  of  God's  people  compofed  bf 
the  fame  prophets,  in  whach  were  confirmed,  by 
rifible  expenences,  the  promifes  and  tiireaten^ 
ings  of  the  law.  AO  was  carefully  writlleti ;  ait 
was  digefted  in  the  order  of  tiihe  :  and  ttfais  wast 
what  God  left  for  the  inftrudtion  of  his  people^ 
when  he  made  the  prophecies  to  ceafe.. 

StrcH  inftrudHons  made  a  gf  eat  change  hi  the        v. 
manners  of  the  Ifradites;     They  had  ra  nioreT^'lJ*^?  ** 
need  either  of  vif^on,  Or  manifeft  prtdiftion,  or^^'"" 
of  thofetmheard-of  wonders  which  God  &  orftdft 
wrought  for  their  prcfervation.     The  prckiffs  they 
had  got  fizfficed  them  :  and  their  incredulity, 
not  only  convinced  by  the  event  of  things,  but 
likewife  fo  often  puniflied,  had  at  laft  rendered 
them  tra&able. 

Wherefore,  from  that  time  we  fee  them  no 
more  return  to  idolatry,  to  which  they  were  fo 
ftraftgely  inclined.  They  had  fufKciently  found 
the  bad  efFedts  o(  rgeAing  the  God  of  their 
fathers;.  They  were  ever  calling  to  mind  Ne^r 
t^uphadiiezzsr,  and  their  qw9  deftruftion  fo  often 

fpVetol4 
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foretold  In  all  its  circumftances,  and  yet  {boner 
come  than  expeAed.     No  lefs  did  they  admire 
their  reftoration  brought  about,  ccmtrary  to  all 
,.  >  .  human  appearance,  in  the  time,  and  by  the  per* 

ion,  that  had  been  pointed  out  to  them.  Never 
did  they  behold  the  fecond  temple,  Avithout  re- 
membering why  the  former  had  been  deftroyed, 
«nd  how  this  latter  had  been  rebuilt :  and  thus 
did  they  confirm  themfelves  in  the  faith  of  their 
Scriptures,  to  whi^h  their  whole  ftate  bore 
teftimoriy* 

.    There  were  no  more  falfe  prophets  to  be  feen 
among  them.     They  had  thrown  off  at  once  the 
prbpenfity  they  had  to  believe  them,  and  that 
5Zcch,  xlii.  1,  which   they  had  to   idoiatry.     Zechariah  had 
3»  4->  5>   •      Ibretcrfd  by  one  and  the  fame  oracle,  that  both 
thefe  things  ihould  happen  to  them.     His  pro- 
phecy   received    a    manifeft    accomplifhment. 
The  falfe  prophets  ceafed  under  the  fecond  tem- 
ple: the  people,  fc^ndalized  at  their:  impoftures, 
were  no  longer  in  the  hufnour  of  hearkening  to 
them.  '  The  true  prophets   of  God  were  read 
over  and  over,   continually:    they  wanted  no 
commentary :  and  the  things  which  came  daily 
to  pafs  in   execution .  of  their  prophecies,  were 
too  faithful  interpreters  of  them. 
If.  xli.  It,         In  faft,  all  their  prophets  had  promifed  them 
xViiiIVs,  10.  ^  profound  peace.     We  ftill  behold  with  plea- 
xlix.  i8, 19,.  fore  the  beaitiful  pidfure  which  Ifaiah  and  Ez'e- 
m^  "2         kiel  draw  of  the  happy  times,  that  were  to  iuc- 
liv.  iv.  &c!     ceed  the  captivity  of  Babylon.     All  the  breaches 
ix.  i5,i6,&?:.2fe  repaired,  the  cities  and  towns  magnificditly 
xxxviii.  ^^r    rebuilt,  the  people  is  without  number,  the  ene- 
12,13*14-     mies  are  brought  low,  and  plenty  abounds  in 

Jer.  Xlvi.  17.  r         tOWll 
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town  and  countty :  in  both  we  fee  joy,  reft^  and, 
in  fhort,  all  the  fruits  of  a   long  peace,     God 
promifes  to  keep  his  people  in  a  kfting  and  per- 
fed:  tranquillity.     They  enjoy  it  under  the  kings 
of  Perfia. '    So  long  as   that  empire  ftobd,  the 
favourable  decrees  of  Cyrus,  who  was  the  foun- 
der of  it,  fecured  the  peace  of  the  Jews.  ThoughEfth.  W.  r.  ^, 
they  were  threatened  with  their  final  deftruabn^"'Viii-«;  . 
under  Ahafuerus,  whoever  he  was,  God,  moved 
by  their  tears,  turned  all  at  once  the  king V  heart, 
and  took  a  fignal  vengeance  on   Haman  their 
enemy •     Except  in   this  jundlure,   which   was  jcr.  xxvii,  u, 
fbon  over,  they  knew   no   fear:  inftru<9:ed  by^7- 
their  prophets  to  obey  the  kings,  to  whom  God^  *  ^* 
had  fubjcfted  them,  their  fidelity  was  inviola-^ 
ble.     And  fo  were   they  ever  mildly   treated. 
In  confideration  df  an  eafy  tribute,  which  they 
paid  to  their  fovereigns,  who  were  rather  their 
proteftors  than  their  mafters^  they  lived  accord- 
ing to  their  own  laws :  the  facerdotal  power  was 
preferved  entire :  the  priefts  conduced  th^  peo^ 
•pie:    the   public    council,  firft    eftabliftied   by 
Mofes,  enjoyed  its  full  authority,'*  and  they  exer-Ez.vii.a5,i6» 
cifed  amongft  themfelves  the  power  of.life  andJ?^^P^-^*^'- 
death,  wjthoiit  any  one's  interfering  with  their »  Cont.  Ap. 
condu6t.     So  the  kings  ordered  it.  Thedeftruc-i^-Ant.  xu,  , 
tionof  the  empire  of  the  Perfians  made  no  alte-^'^^nj^  j^ 
ration  in  their  affairs.    Alexander  refpedled  their 
temple,  admired  their  prophecic?s,  and  augment- 
ed their  privileges.     They  had   fomewhat  to 
fuffer  under  his  firft  fucc^ffors.     Ptolemy  fon  of 
J^agus  took  Jerufalem  by  furprize,  and  carried  *    •* 

^way  from  thence  into  Egypt  an  hundred  thou- 
sand captives :  but  he  (oor  ceafed  to  hate  them. 
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He  him^f  made  them  citizens  of  Alexandria, 

the  capital  of  his  kingdom;  or  rather  confirmed 

to  them  the  grant  that  Alexandcir  had  already 

made  them;  and  finding  in   all  his  dominions 

none  more  faithful  than  the  Jews»  he  filled  his 

armies  with  them^  and  committed  to  their  trufl 

joC  Ant.  xii.  the  moil  important  places.     If  the  Lagides  had 

^  C  "    \      fome  confideration  of  them,  they  were  Itill  better 

on  .*  p.   ^gjj^^  jjy.  ^j^g  Seleucidae^  under  whofe  empire 

they  lived.      Seleucus   Nicanor,  head  of  that 
family^  fettled  them  in  Antioch ;  and  Antiochus 
Theus,  his  grandfon,  having  caufed  them  to  be 
received  in  all  the  citif  s  of  the  lefler  Afia,  we 
have  feen  them  fpread    thcmfelves    all    over 
.  Greece,  living  there  after  their  own  law,  and  en- 
joying the  fame  privileees  with  the  other  citizens, 
jofeph.  Pnef.  as  they  did  at  Alexan<&ia  and  Antioch.     In  the 
^*-  ^^^'    mean  time  their  law  is  turned  into  Gtcek  by  the 
ipont,  Ap/     care  of  Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  king  of  Egypt 
^  The  Jewifh  religion  is  made  known  among  the 
Gentiles,  the  temple  of  Jerufalem  is  enriched  by 
the  gifts.of  princes  and  of  people,  the  Jews  live 
in  peace  and  liberty  under  the  power  of  the  Sy- 
rian monarchs,  and  had  hardly  ever  tailed  fuch  a 
tranqHillity  under  their  own  kings*     This  tran- 
quillity    feen^d    tp    promife     an     eyerlafting 
continuance,  had  they  not  diilurbed  it  by  their 
diffeniions.     Thtee  hundred  years  had  they  en- 
joyed this  reil  (o  much  foretold  by  their  pro- 
phets, when  ambition  and  jealpuftes  ariiing  a^ 
mpngil  them^  had  like  to  have  undone  them^ 
f  Mac.  1. 12,  Some  of  the  moil  powerful  betrayed  their  peo-^ 
'3-      ....    pie  to  flatter  the  kings  ;  they  wanted  to  rende^^ 
»  &m' 7c.themfelye^  famous    aftef    ti^    manner,  of  the 
ift  &c,  ^  Qreeks^ 
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Greeks,  and  preferred  that  vain  pomp  to  the 
folid  glory,  which  the  obfervancc  of  the  laws  of 
their   anceftors    acquired    them    among    their 
countrymen.     They  celebrated  games   like  the 
Gentiles,      This   novelty   dazzled  the  eyes  of 
the  people,  apd  idolatry  cloathed  with  this  mag- 
nificence appeared  lovely  to  many  of  the  Jews. 
Tothefe  changes  were  joined  difputes  for  the  high- 
priefthood,  which   was  the  chief  dignity  of  the 
nation.     The  ambitious  devoted  themfelves  to 
the  kings  of  Syria  in  order  to  attain  it,  and  that 
facred   dignity  Was  the  price  of  the  flattery  of 
thofe  minions.     The  jealoufies  and  divifions  qf 
individuals  did   not  tail   quickly   to  caufe,    as- . 
ufual,  great  mifchiefs  to  the  whole  people.     An- Dan.  vii.  %^ 
tiochus  Illuftris,    king  of  Syria,  conceived  the*.^: 
defign  of  deftroying  this  divided  people,  in  or-, 2/^3, ^^/a^. 
der  to  feize  upon  their  wealth.     That  prince  ap- J^oif *>•  !»>>• 
peared  now   with  all  the  charafters  Daniel  had  1"^*^^;^^^*^^^^ 
given  him  ;  ambitious,  covetous,  crafty,  cruel^  ap.  Adi.  1.  x- 
infolent,  impious,  mad,  elated  with  his   vifto-^^^-^A"-*** 
ries,  and  then  enraged  at  his  lofles.     He  enters  15.  '    '  '    ' 
Jerufalem  in  condition  to   attempt  any  thing  ^^^^  v"»' "^ 
the  fa<5Uons  of  the  Jews,  and  not  his  o^n  force, "'  ^^'  '*' 
embolden    him  :    and    fo    Daniel    forefaw    it* 
He  commits  unheard-of  cruelties :  his  pride  car- 
ries him  to  the  laft  exceflfes,  and  he  pours  forth 
blafphemies  againft  the  Moft  High,  as  foretold 
by  the  fame   prophet.     In  execution  of  theft 
prophecies,  and  by  teafon  of  the  fins  of  the  peo- 
ple^ an  bojl  (or  power)  isgivm  him  agaihft  tbi 
daily  facrifice.     He  profanes  the  temple  of  God^ 
which  the  kings  his  anceftors  had  revered:  ho 
pillages  it,  and  repairs  with  the  riches  he  there 

finds, 
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t  Mac.  u  43,  finds,  the  ruins  of  his  exhaufted  treafury.     Urt- 
a^M^    *  I    ^^^  pretext  of  fettling  a  conformity   in  the  man-- 
%.      •    •  *  ^gj^g  Qf  jjjg  fubjecfts,  but  in  reaHty  to  fatiate  his 
own  avarice  by  plundering  Judea,  he  commands 
the  Jews  to  worihip  the  fame  gods   with   the 
Greeks :  above  all,   he  will  have  them  to  adore 
Jupiter  Olympius,  whofe  idol  he  places  in  the 
very  temple;    and  more  impious  than  Nebu- 
chadnezzar himfelf,  he  attemps  to   deftroy  the 
feafts,  and  the  law  of  Mofes,  the  facrifices,  reli- 
^  gion,  and  the  whole  people.     But  the  fuccefles . 
of  this  prince  had  their  limits  fet  ^  by  the  pro- 
phecies.  Mattathias  makes  head  againft  his  vio- 
lences, and  unites  all  the  good  people  under  his 
Ub.^^le  belL     banner.     Judas   Maccabeus   his    fon,  with .  an 
jud.  &  lib.     handful  of  men,  perforfns  unheard-of  exploits. 
If!  ixiii.         ^^^  purifier  the  temple  of  God  three  years  and 
I  Mac.  iv.  15. an  half  after  its  profanation,  as  Daniel  had  fore* 
v^3>»6,28,    ^^]d^     fjg   purfues  the  Idumeans,  and   all  the 

other  gentiles,  that  joined  Antiochus,  and  hav- 
ing taken  from  them  their  ftrongeft  places,  he 
returns  vi6torious  and  humble,  juft  fiich  as  Ifaiah' 
had  feen  him,  finging  forth  the  praifes  of  God, 
who  had  delivered  into  his  hands  the  enenues  of 
his  p'eople,  and  ftill  red  with  their  blood.     He 
continues  his  vidlories,  notwithftanding  the  pro- 
digious armies  of  the  captains   of  Antiochus. 
Ban.viii.  14,  Daniel  had  allowed  but  fix  years  to  this  wicked 
a  M^  ^'^'      P^i^^ce  to  torment  the  people  of  God ;  and  be-» 
hold  at  the  time  fixed  he  learns  at  Ecbatan  the 
Dan.viii.z5.  heroic  deeds  of  Judas.    He  falls  into  a  profound 
melancholy,  and  dies  as  the  holy  prophet  had 
foretold,  miferable,  buf  not  by  the  hand  of  man^ 

after 
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after  acknowledging,  but  too  late,  the  ppwer  of 
the  God  of  Ifrael. 

I  need  not  now  tell  you  in  what  manner  his 
lucceflbrs  profecuted  the  war  againft  Judea,  or 
V  the  death  of  Judas  its  deliverer,  or  the  victories 
of  his  two  brothers,  Jonathan  and  Simon,  fuc- 
ceflively  high-priefts,  whofe  valour  reftored  the 
ancient,  glory  of  the  people  of  God.  Thefe  three 
great  men  faw  the  kings  of  Syria,  and  all  the 
neighbouring  nations  combined  againft  them  9. 
and  what  was  more  deplorable,  they  faw  at  dif- 
ferent times  the  men  of  Judah  itfelf  in  arms 
againft  their  country,  and  againft  Jerufalem :  a 
thing  till  then  unheard  of,  but  exprefsly  noted  by 

the  prophets.     In  the.  midft  of  fo  many  calami- ^cch.  xiV-j* 
ties,  the  confidence  they  had   in  God  renderediM^c  i.  12. 
them  undaunted  and  invincible*     The  people ]['^**  **'**'»**♦ 
was   ever  happy  under  their  conduft,  and  atiMac.iv^a*, 
length  in  Simon's  time,  being  freed  from  tht^^^^* 
yoke  of  the  .Gentiles,  they  fumeded  themfelves. 
to  him  and  his  children,  with  the  confent  of  the 
kings  of  Syria. 

Biit  the  aft  whereby  the  people  of  God  trans- 
fer to  Simon  the  whole  public  authority,  and 
grant  to  him  the  royal  powers,  is  remarkable. 
The  decree  bears,  thai  be  and.  his  pojierityjhall  en- 1  Mac.  xiv, 
joy  theniy  until  there  Jhall  arife  a  faithful  and  true^^* 
prophet,  •  ^ 

The  people  accuftomed  from  their  origin  to  » 
divine  government,  and  knowing  that  ever  fince 
the  time  David  had  been  fet  upon  the  throne  by 
God's  appointment,  the  fovereign  power  belonged 
to  his  houfe,  to  which  it  was  at  laft  to  be  -reftored 
againft  the  time  of  the  Melliah,  joined  this  ex-. 

prefs 
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prefs  rcftridlion  to  the  power  they  gave  their  high- 
priefts,  and  continued  to  live  under  them  in  er- 
pedUtion  of  that  (o  often  promifed  Christ. 

Thus  did  that  absolutely,  free  kingdom  make 
ufe  of  its  right,  and  provide  for  its  government* 
The  pofterity  of  Jacob,  by  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
and  the  reft  that  ranked  themfelves  under  ^  its^ 
ftandards,  preferved  itfelf  in  a  body  politic,  and 
enjoyed  independently  and  peaceably  the  land 
that  had  been  afligned  them* 

By  virtue  of  the  people's  decree  we  have  been 
^**^^^*  53»{neaking  of^  Joannes  Hyrcanus,  fon  of  Simon, 
*^*  ^  *     *     mcceeded  to  hi^  father.     Under  him  the  Jews 
aggrandize  themfelves  by  confiderable  conquefts. 
iliht^xi^  Tiiey  fubjedk  Samaria,   (Ezekiel  and  Jeremiah 
jofcph.  Ant-,  had  foretold  it :)  they  fubdue  the  Idumeans,  or 
^^>  i7»  *«•  Edomites,  the  Philiftines,  and  the  Ammonites, 
^^^Jyi'/*    their  perpetual  enemies,  and  thefe  nations  un- 
brace their  religion.     (Zechariah  had  noted  it.) 
At  laft,  in  fpite  of  the  hatred  and  jealoufy  of 
the  nations  round  about  them,  under  the  au-^ 
thority  of  their  priefts,  who  become  at  length 
their  princes,  they  found  the  new  kingdom  of  the 
Afinpneans,  or  Maccabees,  and  that  ohe  morcf 
extenlive  than  eVer,  if  we  except  the  times  of 
David  and  Solomon* 

In  this  manner  did  the  people  of  God  ftili 
lubfift  ttmidft  fo  many  revolutions  :  and  that- 
people  fomefimes  punifhed,  and  fometitties  com- 
forted in  its  affiiftions,  by  the  different  treat- 
ment they  meet  with  according  to  their  defertsi 
bear  a  public  teftimony  to  the  providence j  which 
governs  tha  world. 
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But  in  whatever  ftate  they  w«-fe,  fcey  lived 
idways  in  expe<flatioh  of  the  Mefliah's  times, 
wherein  they  promifed,  themfelves  new  fkvour^^ 
greater  than  any  they  had  yet  received  ^  and 
there  is  no  one  but  fees,  that  that  faith  in  the. 
Meffiah  and  his-  miracles,  which  continues  to 
this  day  aniong  the  Jews,  has  been  .tranfmitted 
to  them  by  their  patriarchs  and  prophets  froni 
the  very  origin  of  their  nation.  For  in  that  longjoftph.  ii 
feries  of  years,  in  which  themfelves  acknow-^^^^-  Api<m» 
ledged,  that  by  a  counfel  of  providence  there 
arofe  no  prophet  among  them,  and  that  God 
gave  them  no  more  any  new  prediftions  or  pro- 
mifes,  that  faith  in  the  Mefliah  who  was  to 
come,  fubfifted  more  lively  than  ever.  It  proved 
fo  well  eftablifhed,  when  the  fecond  temple  was 
built,  that  there  needed  no  more  any  prophet  to 
confirm  the  people  in  it.  They  lived  under  the 
faith  of  the  ancient  prophecies,  which  they  had 
feen  fo  pundlually  accomplifhed  before  their 
eyes  in  fo  many  particulars  :  the  reft,  from  that 
time,  never  appeared  to  them  any  way  doubtful ^ 
nor  had  they  the  fmalleft  difficulty  to  believe^ 
that  God,  fo  faithful  in  every  thing,  would  alfo^  . 
in  his  own  good  time,  fulfil  what  related  to  the 
Mefliah,  which  was.  the  chief  of  his  promifes, 
and  the  foundation  of  all  the  others* 

And  indeed,  their  whole  hiftpry,  every  thing 
that  happened  to  them  from  day  to  day,  was  only 
one  continued  unfolding  of  the  oracles  which  the 
Holy  Ghoft  had  left  them*  if,  being  reinftated 
in  their  own  land  after  the  captivity,  they  enjoyed 
three  hundred  years  profound  peaces  if  their 
tipmple  was  revered,  and  their  religion  honoured 
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m  ail  the  £^ ;  if  at  tail  this  peace  was  difturVect 
ty  their  diilenfions ;  if  the  haughty  king  of  Syria 
jiade  unheard-of  efFoits  to  deftroy  them;  if  he 
prevailed  fome  time  -,  if  a  little  after  he  was  pu- 
nifhed.;  if  the  Jewifh  religion,  and  the  whole  peo- 
ple of  God  were  reftored  with  a  more  wondi^fut 
glory  than  ever  they  had  before,  and  the  king- 
dom of  Judah  received  acceflions  in  the  latter 
times  from  new  conqueftsrr  you  have  feen,  Sijt, 
that  all  this  was  to  be  found  written^in  their  pro- 
phets* '  Yes,  every  thing  was  fpecified  there,  the 
^ery  time  the  periecutions  were  to  laft,  die  very 
places  where  the  battles  were  fought,  and  the  very 
lands  that  were  to  be  conquered. 

I  have  related  to  you  in  general  fomething  of 
thofe  prophecies :  a  minute  detail  would  be  mat- 
ter for  a  longer  difeourfe.  I  mean  here  to  give 
only  a  firft  tinfture  of  thofe  important  truths, 
which  are  Co  much  the  more  to  be  dilcovered,  the 
more  one  ^enters  into  particulars.  I  Ihall  only 
^orpfi.  d^  afefl:.  obferve  here,  that  the  prophecies  of  the  pee^leof 

Forph.&'jul.  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^»  during  all  thofe  times,  {q  mam- 
apudCyr.  lib.feft  an  accomphflimcnt,  that  afterwards,  whm 
Ln  ^^'  ^^  ^""the  Heathens  diemfelv^,  when  a  Porphyry,  or  t 
Julian  the  apoftate,  otherwife  enemies  io  tfas 
Scriptures,  have  wanted  to  give  example^  of  pro* 
phetical  predictions,  they  have  been  hin  to  ieek 
ikcm  among  the  Jews. 

And  I  may  even  affirm  to  you  with  truth,  thsit 
if,  during  five  hundred  years,  the  people  of  God 
were  without  a  prophet,  the  whole  ftate  of  thoft 
times  was  prophetical :  the  work  of  God  was  go-r 
mg  forward^  and  the  Ways  were  infeniibly  prepaid 

ing 


ing  for  the  full  ftctompliftiment  of  th$  ^(iient 
dracles. 

The  return  from,  the  captivity  of  Bahyloti  was 
but  a  Shadow  of  the  greaier  and  rttote  neceflary 
l||>erty^  which  th^  Meffiah  was  to  bring  to  men 
jtj^e  captives  of  fip.  The  people  fcattered  iji 
:^vers  places  of  the  tfpper  Afia,  Alia  ]\^iuor, 
in  ]%ypt,  in  Greepe  itfelf,  began  to  Ihew  forth 
apuong  the  Gentiles  the  name  and  glory  of  thp 
jBod  of  Ifrael.  The  Scriptures,  which  were  one 
4fiy  to  be  the  light,  of  the  world,  were  put  into 
the  language  mo&  known  upon  earth  t  their  an- 
tiquity is  acknowledged.  •  While  the  temple  i$ 
J-evered,  and  the  Scriptures  fpread  abroad  among 
ihe  Gentiles,  God  gives  fome  idea  of  their  future 
conyerfidn,  and  lays  afa^r  off  the  foundations 
Bfiti 

.  What  pafled  even  among  the  Greeks,  was  $ 
fcind  of  preparation  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
truth.  Their  philofophers  were  fenfible,  that 
the  world  was  ruled  by  a  God  very  different  from 
Ihofe,  whom  the  vulgar  adored,  and  whom  they 
j^rprihipped.  themfelves  with  the  vulgar.  The 
Grreek  hiftories  evince,  that  this  excelknt  philo-» 
/bphy  came  from  the  Eaft,  and  from  the  places 
Wh^re  the  Jews  had  been  difpe^fed :  but  from 
whatever  place  it  ntay  have  come,  fo  important  a 
truth  propagated  among  the  Gentiles,  however 
Ol^ofed,  however  ill  followed,  even  by  thofe 
who  taught  it5  began  to  awaken  mankind,  and 
fumifhed  by  anticipation,  certain  proofs  to  thofe, 
who  were  one  day  to  refcue  them  from  their 
^igjiorance* 
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6uf  ad  the  convcrfioh  of  the  Gentile  world  was 

H  work  referved  for  the  Mefliah,  and  the  proper 

charafteriftic  of  his  coming,  error  and  impiety 

prevailed  over  all.     The  moft  enlightened  and 

wifeft  nations,  the  Chaldeans,  Egyptians,  Pheni- 

cians,  Grecians,  and  Romans,  were  the  riioft  ig- 

horant,  and  the  blindeft  in  the  article  of  religion: 

fo  true  it  is,  that  we  muft  be  trained  to  it  by  a 

fpeciai  grace,  and  by  a  more  than  human  wiidom ! 

Who  would  dare  to  narrate  the  ceremonies  of 

the  immortal  Gods,  and  their  impure  myfteries ; 

Their  loves^  their  cruelties,  their  jealoufies,  and 

all  their  other  excefTes  were  the  lubjeft  of  their 

.feafts,  of  their  facrifices,  of  the  hymns  that  were 

fling  to  them,  and   of  the  paintings  that  were 

tonfecrated  in  their  temples,     Thus.wickednefs 

was  worfliipped,  and  owned  neceflary  to  the  fer- 

Plit.  de  leg.    vice  of  the  gods*     The  gfaveft  of  the  philofo- 

^-  phers  forbids  drinking  to  excefs,  if  it  was  not  in 

the  feafts  of  Bacchus,  and  to  the  honour  of  that 

Av\(\.  vii.       god.     Another,  after  feverely  laihing  all  unfeem- 

Pciit.  ly  images^  excepts  thofe  of  the  gods,  who  choft 

Baruch.  vi.     to  be  honoured   by  fuch  indecencies.    'One  can- 

K°e'ioa.'l!*^i!  ^^^  ^^^^  without  aftonilhment  the  honours  that 
Stiabo  lib.  15. Were  tc5  be  paid  to  Venus,  and  the  proftittitions 
that  were  6ftabli(hcd  for  her  worfhip.  Greece, 
as  polite  and  wife  as  fhe  was^  had  received  thofe 
abominable  myfteries.  Upon  prcfling  emer- 
gencies, private  perfohs  and  public  weals  devoted 
Athcn.l.  xili*  coUrtifans  to  Venus;  and  Greece  did  not  bluih 
to  afcribe  her  prefervation  to  the  prayera  thtf 
jput  up  to  their  goddefs.  After  the  defeat  of 
Xerxes  and  his  formidable  armies^  thert  -w^s 
placed  in  the  temple  -a  pidure,  -wherein    were 
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teprefented  their  vows  and  proceffions,  with  thia 
inicription  of    Simonides,    the   famous   poet: 
Tb^fe  prayed  to  the  goddefs  VentiSy  who  for  their  fake 
fofv^d  Greece. 

If  love  was  of  neceffity  to  be  worihipped,  it 
ihould  at  leaft  have  been  honourable  love  \  but 
here  it  was  not .  fo.  Solon,  who  could  believe 
it,  or  exped  from  fo  great  a  name  fo  great  ^ 
fcandal  ?  Solon,.  I  fay,  ereded  at  Athens  ^  tem-  Ifeii 
pie  ta  Venus  the  prqftitute,  or  unchaftelove,-:  . 
All  Greece  was  filled  with  temples,  confecrated 
to  this  godd^s,  and  conjugal  love  had. not  on^q 
in  the  whole  country,         "... 

Yet  they  detefted  adultery  both  in  men  anit 

women  :    the   conjugal    tie  was  facr^d  among 

them.     But  when  they  applied  themfelves  to  re-. 

.ligion,  they   appeared   poffeffed  with  a  ftrang^ 

{pirit,  and  their  natural  light  forfook  them. 

Nor  did  the  Roman  gravity  treat  religion 
any  more  ferioufly,  feeing  it  confecrated  to  the 
honour  of  the  gods,  the  impurities  of  the  thea- 
tre, and  the  bloody  fpedtacles  of  the  gladiator^, 
that  is,  whatever  can  be  imagined  ^oft  corrupt 
^d  barbarous. 

But  I  don't  know  whether  the  ri4iculous  fok 
lies  men  blended  with  religion,  had  not  a  ftill 
more  pernicious  effeft,  by  bringing  it  into  fo 
great  contempt.  Could  people  preferve  the  rcf- 
p^dt  due  to  divine  things,  amidft  the  impert;i- 
nences  that  ftuiFed  the  fables,  whereof  the  re- 
prefentation  or  commemoration  made  fo  great  a 
part  of  the  divine  worfhip  ?  The  whole  public 
fervice  was  but  one  continued  fcene  of  profana- 
%xqn^    or    rathef  a   derifion   of  the    name  o? 
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God  ;  and  there  muft  needs  .  have  been  fonife 

gower,  an  enemy  to  that  facred  name,  who 
aving  defigned  to  difparage  it,  prompted  men 
to  ufe  it  in  fo  contemptible  things,  and  even  to 
proftitutc  it  to  fo  unworthy  fubjeds. 

*Tis  true,  the  philofophers  had  at  laft  con-? 
felled,  that  there  Was  another  God  than  thofe 
the  vulgar  worftiippcd ;  but  they  durft  hot  avo^ 
x«nop)i. feem.it.     On  the  contrary,  Socrate^  delivered  it  as  a 
lib.?c.  plat,  dcjjiaxim,  that  every  one  ought  to  fblloV^  the  re- 
^^'^'  ligion  of  his  country.     Plato  'hi§  difciple,  who 

■faw  Greece,  and  all  the  countries  of  the  wofld 
filled  with  an  abfurd  and  fcahd^lous  worihip, 
does  neverthelefs  lay  it  down  as  a  foundation  of 
his  republic,  "  That  men  are  never  to  make  any 
*'  change  in  the  religion  they  find  eftablifhed, 
*'  and  that  th^y  muft  have  loft  all  comnionAfenfe 
**  fo  much  as  to  think  of  it.'*  So  grave  philofo- 
phers, and  who  faid  lo  excellent  things  concern^ 
ing  the  pivine  Nature,  did  not  dare  to  oppofe 
the  public  error,  and  defpaired  of  being  able  to 
Apol.  Sdt,  conquer  it.  When  Socrates  was  accufed  of  de^ 
^^rfoph^  E^  nying  the  gods  the  public  adored,  he  vindicated 
a.adDionyfl  himfelf  from  it,  as  frojn  a  crime;  and  Plato, 
fpeaking  of  the  God  who  had  formed  the  Imi- 
•virfe,  fays,  that  it  is  hard  to  ^find  him,  and  tfiat 
it  is  forbidden  to  declare  hfm  to  the  pec^lfe. 
He  protcfts,  that  he  never  fpeaks  of  him  but 
enigmatically,  for  fear  6f  ^xpojfing  fo  great  .a 
truth  to  ridicule. 

In  what  abyfs  was  nr^hkind  plunged,  wh^h  it 
Diog.Lacrt.  could  not  bear  the  lea'ft  idea  of  the  triie  God  ? 
i"i"'^id'ub  ^^'^^^^^  thempft  polite,  atad'moft  learned  df.all 
ii.\^id.    ^ '  the  Grecian  cities,  took  for  atheifts,  thofc  who 
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f^okc  of  intelleftual  things,  and  this  Was  one  of 
the  reafons  for  Which  Socrates  was  condemned. 
If  fomc  philofbphers  prefumed  zo  teaeh,  that 
ftatues  were  not  gods,  as  the  Vulgar  apprehend-^ 
ed,  they  found  thetnfelves  obliged  to  recant  thijj 
doftrilic,  and  even  after  thjtt  ^ere  they  baniftied* 
^s  profane  perfbns,  by  fentence  of  the  Areopa- 
gus. The  whole  earth  was  poflieffed  with  the 
fknie  error :  truth  durft  not  fet  up  itsf  head.  The 
greSait  God,  the  Creator  of  the  world,  had  neither 
temiJle,  nipr  worfliip,  but  in  Jerufalem.  When 
the  Gentiles  fent  thither  their  offerings,  they  did 
ho  other  honour  to  the  God  of  Ifraei,  than  that 
pf  joining  hirti  to  the  other  gods,  Jitdea  alond 
Was  acquainted  with  his  holy  and  fevere  jealoufy^ 
luld  knfew  that  to  divide  religion  b^een  him 
Smd  other  gods,  was  to  deftroy  it, 

And  yet,   in  the  latter  days,  the  Jews  them4 
felves,  who  knew  him,  and  who  were  the  guar- 
iiians  ^f  religion,  begun  (fo  prone  are  men  ever 
to  weaken  the  truth)   not  to  forget  the  Qod  of 
^tir  fethcrs^  biiri:  to  Iningle  m  rdlgion  fuperfti^ 
twins  unworthy  of  him^     Under  the  reign  of  fhfe  joftph.  An|i^ 
Aftioneans,  and  in  the  tim^  ef  Jonatjian^  tlifc*^"-  %* 
•^€t  of  the  PhaKifees  arofe  ari^ong  the   j€wd, 
'f'hey  acquired  at  firft  a  great  reputation,  by  tht 
purity  of  their  doftrine,  and  by  their  ftri<^  obfer, 
Vance  of  the  law:  add  to  this,  that  their  condud ibid,  i8, 
ms  mild,  though  regular,  and-tl^t  th^  lived  ill 
•great  union  among  them(felves,     l^ht  reward^ld.  lib,  H.  de 
-^nd  j|uni(hrti«?nts  of  the  future  ftate,  whic|^  they^'®'^^  J"^  7f 
iealoufly  aflerted,  gained  them  much  honbuf, 
At  laft,  ambition  entered  anaong  them.     They 
WotJld  needs  |;overn,  and  accordingly  ^umed  an 
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^bfolute  ppwer  ovcF  the  people,  fet  thcmfdkes 
uj>  for  arbitrators  of  learning  and  religion,  which 
they  infenfibly  perverted  to  fuperftitious  prac- 
tices, iubfervlent  to  their  intereft,  and  the  domi-i 
nion  they  wanted  to  ufurp  over  confciences ; 
and  the  true  fpirit  of  the  law  was  lil^^  to  be 
Iqft. 

•  To  thefe  evils  wai5  added  a  greater,  pride  5>hd 
prefumption ;  but  a  prefumption  which  went  fo 
far  as  to  arrogate  to  itfelf  the  gift  of  God,  The 
Jew^,  accuftomed  to  his  benefits,  and  enlightened 

'  fo  many  ages  by  his  apqualntonce,  forgot  that 
his  gpodnefs  alone  had  fet  them  apart  from  other 
nations,  and  looked  upon  his  fayour  as  their  due, 
Being  a  choftn  race,  and  ever  blefled  for  two 
thoufand  years,  they  judged  themfelves  alone 
worthy  of  knowing  God,  and  thought  themfelves 
of  a  different  fpecies.  ft-opi  other  men,  whom  they 
faw  deprived  of  the  knowledge  of  him.  From 
this  prinpple,they  look  upon  the  Gentile^  with  an 
infupportable  dif4ain.  To  be  conie  of  Abraham 
^fter  the  flefh,  feemed  to  them  a  diftindion, 
whicli  fet  them  naturally  abov^  all  others;  ^nd 
puffed  up,  with  fc  noble  an  extraAion,  they  fan-? 
iried  themfelves  holy  by  nature,  and  not  by  grace: 
an  error,  wl^ich  ilil}  prevails  amongfl  them»  It 
was  the  Pharifees,  who  feeking  to  glorify  themr 
fclves  on  their  pyn  %hts,,  and  on  their  ilrift  obr 
fervance  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  law,  introdu* 
(ced  this  opinion  towards  the  latter  times*     A$ 

,  their  fole  aim  was  to  diftinguifti  themfplyes  froi^ 
other  men,  they  multiplied  external  ufages  with* 
pu^  {lumber^  and  delivered  all  their  notions,  how-^ 
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eve?  cpi>trary  to  the  law  of  God,  as  fo  many, 
authentic  traditiohs. 

Although  thefe  fentin>ents  had  never  pafled 
by  a  public  decree  into  tenets  of  the  fynagogue,f 
they  infenfibly  ftole  in  amongft  the  people,  who* 
became  difquiet,  turbulent,  and  feditious:     At 
Jength  the  divifions,  which,  according  to  their 
prophets,  were  to  be  the  beginning  of  their  for^zech.  xi,  $^ 
rows,  broke  out  on  occafion  of  the  quarrels  that7>  8,&c, 
entered  into  the  houfe  of  the  Afmoneans,     It  was 
hardly  fixty  years  to  Jesus  Christ,  when  Hyr- 
gantis  and  Ariftobulus,  ions  of  Alexander  Janne- 
us,  fell  out  about  the  priefthood,  to  which  the 
kingdom  was  annexed.     This  is  dife  fatal  iho-Jofeph.  Ant. 
ment,  wherein  hiftory  fixes  the  firft  caufe  of  the^^^  V  "'  *• 
deftru(5lion  of  the  Jews,     Pcrmpey,  whom  the4,5'. 
two  brothers  caUed  to  be  umpire  between  them,^PP*3?.-]^^* 
fubjeded  them  both,  at  the  fame  time  that  he&Liv.li/j/ 
difpoflefled  Antiochus,  furnamed  Aiiaticus,  theZech-xi.«., 
laft  king  of  Syria.     Thefe  three  princes,  degra- 
ded together^  arid  as  it  were  at  one  blowj>  were 
(he  fignaj  of  the  decay  marked  in  precife' terms  by 
the  prophet  Zechariah.     It  is  certain  from  his- 
tory, thait  thi^  change  of  affairs  in  Syria  and 
Judea  was  made  at  the  fame  time  by  Pompey^ 
when,  after  putting'  an  end  to  the  Mithridatic 
war,  bejng  about  to  return  to  Rome,  he  fettled 
the  affairs  of  the  Eaft.  '  The  prophet  obferved 
only  whilst  concerned  the  deftrudlion  of  the  Jews; 
who,  of  two  brothers,  whom  they  had  fetn  both 
kings,  faw  one,  a  prifoner,  adorn  Pompey's  tri- 
upiph,  and  the  other  (the*weak  Hyrcanus)  from 
whon;'  the  fame  Pompey  took,  together  with '  his 
4iadem,  great  part  of  his  dominio^ns,  now  retain 
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btit  an  empty  tide  of  authority,  which  he  footi 
after  loftu  Then  it  was  that  the  Tews  were  made 
tributary  to  the  Romans ;  and  the  ruin  of  Syria 
brought  on  theirs,  becaufe  that  great  kingdom, 
reduced  into  a  province  in  their  neighbourhood, 
Jo  greatly  augmented  there  the  Roman  power, 
that  there  wag  no  more  fefety  but  in  obeying 
them.  The  governors  of  Syria  made  continual 
attempts  upon  Judea;  the  Romans  rendered 
themselves  abfolute  mafters  there,  and  wcakenea 
its  government  in  many  refpcdls.  By  them,  in 
fine,  tiie  kingdom  of  Judah  pafled  from  the 
hands  of  the  Affnoneans,  to  whom  it  had  fiib^ 
mittcd,  into  thofe  of  Herod,  a  foreigner  and 
Idumean,  ^The  cruel  and  ambitious  policy  of 
that  king,  who  profefled  only  in  appearance  the 
Jewilh  religion,  altered  the  maxims  of  the  ancient 
government.  They  are  no  longer  thofe  Jews* 
mafters  of  their  own  fate  under  the  vaft  empire  of 
the  PerJians  and  fir  ft  Seleucidae,  when  the  only 
thing  required  of  them  was  to  live  in  peace, 
Herod,  who  keeps  them  almpft  criflaved  under 
his  government,  puts  every  thhig  in  difwderj 
confounds  at  his  pleafurp  the  fiiicceffipn  of  tl^^ 

S^  riefts;  weakens  the  pontificate,  which  he  ren^ 
ers  arbitrary  i  enervates  the  authbrity  of  the 
council  of  the  nation,  which  can  no  longer  do 
any  thirig-;  the  whole  public  power  palTes  intOi 
ibhe  han^  of  Herod,  and  pf  the  'Romans,  whofe 
flave  he  is,  and  he  ftiakes  the  foundations  pf  th? 
jewifli  commonwealth. 

The  Pharifees,  and  the  people,  who  wtre  en* 
titely  led  by  theit  fentiments,  bore  this  fliate 
with  the  utmoft  impatience.    The  mpfie  Aey  felt 

themfelves 
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tlieWifelves  galled  by  the  ydke  <5f  pit  p^ti^tS^ 
the  greater  contempt  and  hatl-dd  hid  thw  cion- 
ceive.for  them.  Tliey  ivcre  ho  tncrb  for  afty 
Ivieriiah,  who  fhould  not  be  a  wartiour,  arid  for- 
hiidable  to  the  pdwers  that  anthraUed  thenu 
Thus  fbrgetthiff  all  the  pfdpheci*es,  Which  tela 
.them  fo  exprewly  df  his  liumiliatidhs,  they  had  no 
Ibhget  ^either  eyes  or  ears,  but  for  thofe  which 
-announced  them  triumphs,  though  Very  dl^reSt 
frorii  thofe  they  defired. 

In  this  decline  of  religidri,  and  of  the  JewiA     VI/    ^ 
affairs,  at  the  end  of  Merdd's  refgn,  artdjh  t^eJ^^^.^*^ 
Wme  the  Pharifees  were  intrbdudhg  'fo^-hiahy^nj^/*  .,.*. 

abufes,    Tesus^Christ  wiS   fent  tipoh   earm,   . 

iff*'  *  « '         *    " 

%6  reftore  the  kingdom  into  the  houfe  of 'David, 

^ftet  a  more  fublime  marih^r  tluii'the  carnal  Jews  .       . 

-uhderftood:  it/and  to  prekch  the  dbdrihe,  'which 

'God  had  refolved  fhould  be  declared  to  Uie  whole 

world.     This  wonderful  child,  called  by  liaiah, 

yvfci?  mighty  Gody  the  everlafting  father ^  arid  them'tx,.^^ 

yrince  ofpeace^  is  born  df  a  virgin  at  Bethiehfem, 

and  comes  thfcre  to  acknowledge  the  origin  of 

Jiis  race.     Conceived  by  the  Holy  Ghdft,  holy  in 

his  birth,  alone  worthy  to  riiake  atqiienifeht  fcMr 

the  guilt  of  ours,  he  receives  the  name  of  Jesus, Matth.i.  %t4 

crSavmry  becaufe.fe^^;  tofaveusfrmiurjins, 

•  Immediately  upon  his  birth,  a  hew  ftar,  ^f he  type 

of  that  light  he  was  to  fhew  to  the  Gentiles,  ap, 

pears  in  the  Eaft,  and  guides  to  the  yet  infant 

Saviour,  the  firft^fruits  df  the  Cohverfidh  of  the 

Gentiles.     A  little  afte'r^  that  Lord,  fo  greatly 

defired,  comes  to  his  holy  temple,  where  Simeon  Luke  ii.  ^ti 

beholds  him,  not  only  as  the  glory  of  Ifrael^  but 

flifo  as  (^  light  to  K^ten  theX^emiks.     When  the 

time        '^** 
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tinie  of  preaching.  Ki3  gqfpel  drew  near,  St.  Jo% 
Baptift,  who  was  to  prepare  his  ways,  called  au 
finners  to  repentance,  and  with  his  crying  made 
the  whqle  wildernefs  refound,  where  he  had  lived 
froni  his  tendereft  infancy  with  equal  aufterity 
jand  innocence.     The  people,  who  for  five  hun- 
dred years  had  fctn  no  prophet,  acknowledged 
this  new  Elias,  and  were  ready  to  take  him  for 
the  Saviour,  fo  great  did  his  fanftity  appear :  but 
John  i.  47,     he  hinifelf  pointed  out  to  the  people.  Him,  whofe 
'  Jho^s  latchet  be  was  not:  worthy  to  unhofe.     At 
length.  Jesus  Christ  begins  to  preach  his  gof- 
pel,  and.  to  reveal  the  iecrets  he  faw  from  all 
Matth.  3r;4.    eternity  in  the  bofom  of  his.  father,     i\^  lays  th? 
i!!rkevi*V^   foundations  of  his   fhufch  by  the   calling  of 
Aas  i.  13.    ;  twelve  fifhej-men,  and  puts  St.  Peter  at  the  Ibead 
Matth.xvi.i8,Qf  the  whole  flpck,  with  fo  manifeft  a  prerogative, 
tJia*  the  pvangelifts,  who  in   the  catalogue  they 
makej  of  the  apoftles  ob.ferve  no  ce^Hain  order, 
unanimoufly  agr^e  in  naniing  St,  Peter  before  all 
'  the  reft  as  the  firft.     Jesus  Christ  makes  a 

.tour  through  all  Judea,  filling  it  with  his  bener 
fits;  healing  the  fick,  havjiag  compaffion  upon 
finners,  whofe  true  phyfician  he  ftiews  hiipfelf, 
by  the  free  accefs  he  allows  them  to  his  prefenc^, 
*■  *  '  making  men  feel  at  onge  an  authority  and  fweet- 
nef$,  that  never  had  appeared  but  in  his  perfon. 
He  declares  high  myftqrieg;  but  confirpis  theip 
by  gresit  miracles:  he  enjoins  great  virtues;  but 
gives,  at  'the  fame  time;,  great  illuniination.  And 
jphni.  14,15,  thereby  does  he  appear//^//. (j/^^r^<?  and  trutb^  a^ 
we  all  receiije  of  his  fulnefs. 

Every  thing  is  .  confident  in  his  perfon ;  his 
life,  hi?  dodlrine,  his  miracles.     The  fame  truth 
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Ihines  through  the  whble:  every  thiiig  doncufs 
to  exhibit  in  him  the  mafter  of  mankin<J,  and 
pattern  of  perfeftion. 

He,  and  only  He,  living  among  men,  and  in 
the  fight  pf  all  the  world,  could  fay  without  dan- 
ger of  being  belied,  which  of  you  corrvinceth  me  of john  viii.  4.6< 
fm?  And  again,   I  am  the  light  of  the  worlds  my}^*  11,^9. 
meat  is  to  do  the  will  of  him  thatfent  me.     He  that^^'  ^** 
fentme  iswith  me:  the  Father  bath  mt  left  me  alone '^ 
for  I  do  always  thofe  things  that  pleafe  him. 

His  miracles  are  of  a  peculiar  order,  and  of  a 
new  charaAer.     They  are  not  ftgns  in  the  heaven^M^txh.nvl  u 
fuch  as  the  Jews  fought  after :  he  works  them 
almoft  all   upon  men  themfelves,  and  towards 
healing  of  their  infirmities.     All  thefe  miracles 
fpeak  more  goodnefs  than  power,  and  do  not  fo 
much  furprize  the  beholders,  as  they  touch  the 
bottom  of  their  hearts.     He  performs  them  with 
authority :  devils  and  difeafes  obey  him :  at  his 
word  the  blind  receive  their  fight,  the  dead  arife, 
and  fins  are  forgiven.     The  principle  of  the  mi- 
racles is  within  himfelf ;  they  flow  from  their 
proper  fource :  I  perceive^  faith  he,  that  virtue  is  Lvktvli^. 
gone  cut  of  me.     And,  indeed,  none  had  ever  per-^*"-  ^' 
formed  cither  fo  great,  or  fo  many  miracles ;  and 
yet  he  promifes  that  his  difciples  fhall,  in  his 
name,  do  QaW  greater  works  than  thefe:  fo  fruitful M"'^"'-'*' 
and   inexhauftible  is   the  virtue  he  contains  in 
himfelf. 

Who  would  not  admire  the  condefcenfion 
with  which  he  tempers  the  fublimity  of  his  doc- 
trine ?  It  is  milk  for  babes,  and  at  the  fame  time 
meat  for  the  ftrong.  We  fee  him  full  of  the 
fecretsof  Godj  but  we  fee  him,  not  aftonifhed  at 

them. 


l^drn^  like  otiier  iiioftals  to  whom  God  is  plea^ 
%q  coQCinpinic^te  hipifelf :  he  fpealt:s  naturally  bt 
them^  as  being  born  in  that:  myftery  and  glpry^ 
joBn  liu  34*  fuid  %vbiff  be  hdth  iffithout  nl^afure^  he  dilpenfes 
With  meafur^ j  that  fp  pu|:  weal^eis  n^y  b&  able 

AitHoygh  he  be  tent  for  the  "VhisM  ;vppr)4,  he 
lldcir^fres  hi^felf  at  ikvA  only  to  the  jpft  iKeep  of 
jilie  \\&vii%  q(  Ifrael^  to  whom  indeed  he  was  fen(i 
in  a  more  efpecial  manner :  but  he  prepares  the 
^y  fop  the  conyeriion  of  the  Samaritans  and 

|flfi>ir.»i,25.Gej^tiies«^  A  woman  of  Samaria  acknowledged 
Jiioftthe  Christ,  whom  her  nation  expeded,  ad 
lyell^  Ch$^  of  the  Jews,  and  learns  of  him  th^ 
&y^^  ^  the  new  worfhip^  which  fl^ould  lip 

Matt  XT.  12.  k^ngfo:  be  confined  to  any  one  certain  place.  A 
wpma)i  of  Canaan  iind  an  idolatref^,  though  at 
j^fft  rejeKS:f4,  forces  from  him,  fo  to  fpe^,  the* 

Matt.  viii.  io,curf  of  foe^  4wghter.     He  difcovers,  in  feverail 

"•  pl*f*?»  the  children  of  Abraham  among  the 

Qc^tile^,  and  fpeaks  of  his  doftrine  as  being  to 
^  preached,  gainfay'd  and  received  over  the 
whole  earth*  The  world  had  never  {ten  any 
fuch  thing;  ^.ndhis  apoftles  are  aftonifhed  at.  it 
He  does  not  at  ^11  conceal  from  his  followers,  the 
fieiy  ttials  which  they  were  to  pafs  through.  He 
ihews  thenx  violence  and  fedudion  employed 
ftgainft  them>  perfecutions,  falfe  doArines,  falfe 
brethren,  war  within,  and  war  without,  the  faith 
purified  by  all  thefe  trials ;  in  the  laft  days,  the 
decay  of  this  faith,  and  charity  waxing  cold  a-» 

Matt.  xvi.  iZ.  mong  hi?  difciples  \  in  the  midft  of  fo  mtoy  dan? 
gers,  his  church,  and  the  truth  never  to  be  pre- 
vailed agdnft.       « 

Here 


« Here^theri  :|>ehoId  a  new  cooduA^  and  a  new 
order  of  things !  The  children  of  God  ar?,  na 
k>nger  buoy'd  iup  with  the  hopes  of  ^  temporal 
rewards;  Jesus  Christ  fets  forth  t(i  them  a 
future  life>  and  keeping  them  fufpended  in  that 
expeftation,  he  teaches  them  to  difengage  them« 
felves  from  all  things  of  fenfe.  The  crois,  and 
patience  under  it,  become  their  portion  upon 
oarth^  and  hem^m  is  propofed  to  them  a$  bemgMatt.  xl,  ii^ 
to  be  iaken  by  force.     Jesus  Christ,  who  points  , 

.  out  to  men  this  new  way,  is  the  firft  himfelf  to 
enter  into  it :  he  preaches  pure  truths,  which  con* 
found  grofs,  but  felf-conceited,  men:  he  de* 
tefe  the  hidden  pride  and  hypocrify  of  the  Ph^ 
riie^s  and  dodors  of  the  law,  who  corrupted  it 
hy  their  interpretations.  In  the  midft  of  thefe 
reproaches  he  honours  their  miniftryj^  and  Mof^s^sMztt,  xxm.  i^ 
feat^  where  they  fit.  He  is  often  in  the  temple, 
^ufing  its  holinefs  to  be  reverenced,  and  fend^ 
b^ck  to  the  priefts  the  lept^rs  he  has  cleanfed. 
He  thereby  inftruifts  men  how  they  ought  to  re« 
prove  and  check  abufes,  without  prejudice  of  tha 
^iniftry  appointed  by  God ;  and  fliews,  th^t  the 

*  fiodyofthe  fynagpgue  fubfifted  notwithftanding 
the  corruption  of  its  particular  members.  But 
it  was  vifibly  tending  to  its  ruin.  The  chief  prieifta 
^d  Pharifees  ftirred  up,  againft  Jesus  Christ, 
the  Jewiih  people,  whole  religion  was  degenera- 
ting into  fuperftition.  That  people  cannot  bear 
the. Saviour  of  the  world,  'calling  them  to  a  folid 
biit  difficult  praAice.  The  holieft  and  beft  of 
gU  men,  nay,  hplineis  and  goodnefs  itfelf,  be^ 
(omes  the  moft  envied  and  hated.  He  is  not 
4ii^oiu::age4,  npf  ceaibs  doing  good  to  his  coun-r 

*ymen  y 
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trymen ;  but  he  fees  their  ingratitude ;  he  forc- 
tels  its  punifliment  with  tears,  and  denounces  to 
Jerufalenvher  approaching  fall.  He  prophefies 
alfo,  that  the  Jews,  enemies  to  the  truth  he  de- 
clared to  them,  (hould  be  delivered  up  to  error^ 
Snd  become  the  iport  of  falfe  prophets.  Mean 
time  the  jealoufy  of  the  Pharifees  and  chief 
prieft$  is  bringing  him  to  an  infamous  punifli- 
♦  ment:  his  difciples  forfake   him;  one  of  them 

V    "  betrays  him ;  the  firft,  and  moft  zealous  of  them 

dl,  denies  him  tHrice.  Accufed  before  the  coun- 
cil, he  honours  the  prieft*s  office  to  the  laft,  and 
stnfwers  in  precife  terms  the>  high-prieift,  that  in- 
'  terrogates  him  judicially .  But  the  moment  was 
come,  for  the  fynagogue's  reprobation.  The 
high-prieft  and   whole  council  condemn  Jesus 

''  Christ,  becaufe  he  called  himfelfthe  Christ, 

the  Son  of  God.  He  is  delivered  up  to  Pontius 
Pilate,  the  Roman  governor:  his  innocence  is 
acknowledged  by  his  judge,  whom  policy  and  in- 
tereft  induce  to  aft  contrary  to  his  coiifcience : 
I  the  juft  one  is  condemned  to  death :  the  moft 

heinous  of  all  crimes  makes  way  for  the  moft 
perfeft  obedience  that  ever  the  world  faw.  Jesus, 
jfnafter  of  his  life,  and  of  all  things,  gives  up  him- 
felf  voluntarily  to  the  fury  of  wicked  men,  and 
offers  the  fecrifice,  which  was  to  be  the  expiation 
of  mankind.  On  the  crofs,  he  beholds  in  the 
prophecies,  what  yet  remained  for  him  to  do :  he 

Johnxix;  30.  Fulfils  it,  and  fays  at  laft,  B  is  finijhed.  At  this 
word,  the  world  undergoes  an  urtiverfal  change; 
the  law  ceafes,  its  figures  pafs  away,  its  fecrifices 
are  ^bolifhed  by  a  more  perfeft  oblation*  This 
done,  Jesi^s  Christ,  with  a  loud  cry,  gives  up 

the' 
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the  ghoft:  all  nature  is  moved:  the  centurion, 
>¥ho  watched  him,  aflonifhed  at  fuch  a  death,  cries 
dut.  Truly ^  this  was  the  Bon  of  God*^  and  the  fpet- Matt,  xxvm 
tators  returil  fmi ting  their  brcafts.  On  the  third  54- 
day  he  rifes  again;  he  appears  to  his  followers^  ^  ^'  ^^' 
who  had  deferted  him,  and  who  obftinately  per- 
iifted  in  diibelieving  his  refurreftion.  They  f^e 
him,  talk  with  him,  touch  him,  and  are  convin- 
ced. Tp  confirm  the  faith  of  his  refurreftion,  he 
ihews  himfelf  to  them  at  fundry  times,  and  \n 
dii^ers  ctrcumftances.  His  difciples  fee  him  in 
private,  and  they  fee  him  alfo  all  together:  he 
appears  once  to  above  five  hundred  brethreit 
aiTembled.  An  apoftle,  who  has  recorded  it,x  Cor.xv.  fli 
afliires,  that  the  greateft  part  of  them  were  yet 
alive,  when  he  wrote  it  Jbsus  Christ  rifen 
again,  gives  his  apoftles  what  time  they  pleafe  to 
confider  him  well,  and  after  having  put  himfelf 
into  their  hands  in  all  the  fhapes  they  defire^  fo* 
that  there  can  no  longer  remain  the^  fmalleft 
doubt,  he  commands  then  to  bear  witnefs  of 
what  they  have  feen,  ^of  what  they  have  heard, 
and  of  what  their  hands  have  handled.  And 
that  none  may  doubt  of  their  candour,  any  more 
than  of  their  perfuafion,  he  obliges  them  to  feal 
their  teftimony  with  their  blood*  Thus  their 
preaching  is  unfhaken;  the  foundation  of  it  is  a 
pofitive  faA,  unariimoufly  attefted  by  thofe  that 
law  it.  Their  fincerity  is  juftified  by  the  ftron- 
geft  proof  imaginable;  whicrhis  that  cff  torments^ 
and  of  death  itfelf.  '  Such  are  the  .iaftfvlftions 
the  aipoftles  received*  *Upon  this  foiindatiorf 
V  twelve  fiihermen  undertake  the  conVerfion  o/thcj 
whole  worldj  which  they  faw  6i  fet  againft  the 
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laws  they  had  to  prefcribe,  and  the  truths  they 

Luke  xxiv.^^.  had  to  proclaim.     They  are  commanded  to  be- 

MaiV  xvi       S^^  ^^  Jerufalem,  and  thence  to  go  into  all  the 

Matt,  xxviii.  world,  and  teach  all  naticns^  baptizing  them  in  the 

^9>  *o*  name  of  the  Father^  and  of  the  Son^  and  of  the  Holy 

Ghofi.     Jesus  Christ  promifes  to  be  with  them 

dlway^  even  unto  the  rnd  of  the  world ;  and  by  this 

faying  aflures  the  perpetual  continuance  of  the 

ccclenaftical  furidtion.     Having  thus  fpoken,  he 

afcends  into  heaven  in  their  prefence. 

The  promifes  are  about*  to  be  accompKftied : 
Hhe  prophecies  are  going  ti3  receive  their  final 
etclairciflement.  The  Gentiles  are  called  to  the 
knowledge  of  God  by  the  orders  of  Jesus 
Christ  rifen.  A  new  ceremony  is  inftitut^d 
for  the  regeneration  of  the  new  people  ;  and 
the  faithful  learn  that  I  he  true  God,  the  God  of 
Ifrael,  that  one  undivided  God,  to  whom  they 
are  confederated  in  baptifm,  is  at  once  Father, 
Son,  and  Holy  Ghoft, 

There  then  are  fet  forth  to  iis  the  incom- 
prehenfible  depths  of  the  Divine  Being,  the 
ineffeble  greatnefs  of  his  unity,  and  the  infinite 
riches  of  that  nature,  ftill  more  fruitful  within 
than  without,  capable  of  communicating  itfelf 
without  divifion  to  three  equal  perfons. 

There  are  unfolded  the  myfteries,  which  were 

wrapped,  and,  as  it  were,  fealed  up  in  the  an- 

ciei;it  Scriptures.     We  now  underftand  the  fecret 

Gen.  i.  2$,     of  that  faying.  Let  us  make  man  in  our  image  5 

aiid  the   Trinity  intiipated   in  the  creation  of 

man,-  is  exprefsly  declared  in  his  regeneration^^ 

Prov.  viii.  az'.   '  We  learn  what   is  that  wifdom,   which   $he 

'  Lord  f^Jf^  in  ti^'  beginning  of  his  w/ry,  before 

f-Vii:  '  ^  bis 


his  works  of  old  %  the  wi^om^  who  is  hi^  4^y 
delight,  and  by  whom  all  jfiis  worki  are  ordajnedi 
We  know  who  he  was>  whofe  bjrth  David  /kw 
frcm  the  ^L^^cmb  of  the  morniHg ;  and  the  N^i'^Pf.  cx^ 
Teftament  teaches  us,  that  he  is  the  Word*  ;the 
internal  Word  of  God,  and  his  eternal  thought^ 
who  is  always  in  his  bQibna,  and  by  whom,  all 
things  were  made. 

We  thereby  can  anfwer  the  n^yfterioUs  quMki* 
on  propofcd  in  the  Proverbs  :    What  is  ihe  nameProir.  ytxx.  ^ 
cf  God^  oiid  what  is  his  Son*s  name^  if  thou'  cmfi 
tell  ?    For  we  know  that  this  name  of  God^  fo 
myflerious,  and  fo  concealed,   is  the  name  of 
the  Father,  underftood  in  that  profound  fenfe^ 
which   makes  us   conceive  him   from  eternity 
Father  of  a  Son  equal  to  himfelf,  and  that  tht 
name  of  his  Son  is  the  name  of  the  Word ;  tht 
tVord  which  he  eternally  begets  by  the  contem- 
plating of  himfelf,  which  is  the  perfedt  expr^ffi- 
on  of  his  truth,  his  image,  his  only*  Son,  /i><f Hcb.  i.  3^ 
hrightnefs  6f  his  glory^  and  the  exprefs  image  of  bis  • 
ferfon. 

Together  with  the  Father  and  the  Son  Wc 
know  alfo  the  Holy  Ghoft,  the  love  of  both^ 
and  their  eternal  unioti^  It  is  that  Spirit  Who 
makes  the  prophets,  and  is  in  thera  to  difcover 
to  them  the  counfels  of  God,  and  the  fecrets  of 
futurity  5  ;thj5  Spirit  of  whom  it  is  written^  .Thei£.xhvL  i^% 
Ijord  God  and  bis  Spirit  hathfent  m^i  who  k  di£- 
tiaguiflied  from  the  Lord,  and  is  alio  the  Lord 
himfelf,  ifince  he  fends  the  prophets,  a^d  dif-^ 
covers  future  things;  That  Spirit,  who  fpeaks 
•  to  the  prophets^,  and  by  the  prophets^  is  united 
%?ilh    ihe  Father  and  the  Soi;i>  and  interpofes 
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Vifith   them    in    the   coniecration   of  the   nev/ 
man. 

Thus  the  Father,  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghoft^  6ne  God  in  three  perfons,  ihewn  more 
darkly  to  oiif  fathers,  is  clearly  revealed  in  the 
new  covenant.  Inftrufted  in  fo  high  a  myftery, 
dhd  aftonifhed  at  its  incomprehenfible  depth,  we 
cover  our  faces  before  God  with  the  feraphims, 

tir.  vi.  r,  i>  sr  which  I(aiah  ^aw,    and  With  them  we  worlhip 
him,  Who  Is  thrice  holy. 

Johni.  it^  It  belonged  to  the  only  Son,  who  was  in  the^ 
bofom  of  the  Father^  and  who,  without  leaving  it, 
(fame  tiD  u§  ;  td  him  it  belonged  to  difcover  to 
us  fully  thofe  wonderful  fecrets  of  the  Divine 
Nature,  which  Mofes  and  the  prophets  had  but 
V  ilightly  glimced  at. 

To  him  it  belonged  to  make  us  underftand 
whence  it  came  to  pafs,  that  the  Mejfliah,  pro^ 
mifed  as  a  man,  who  was  to  faTe_ other  men, 
Was  at  the  fame  time  exhibited  ^  God  in  the 
-  lingular  number,  and  abfolutely  after  the  fame 
manner  in  which  the  creator  is  defigned  to-  us  : 
and  this  indeed  he  has  done,    by  teaching   us 

Mn  yiii;  58.  that,  though  the  fon  of  Abraham^  before  j§>ra^ 

Ibid,  iiu  13.    j^^^  ^^^^  fj^  -^^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  down  from  beaven^ 

dPidyet  that  be  is  in  heaven  t  .that  hf  is  at  once 
'  God  J  the  Son  of  God,  and  mafl^  the  fbn  of 
man ;  the  true  Emmanud^  God  with  us  •,  in 
Ihort,  the  Word  made  fldh^  uniting  in  his  j>er- 
fon  the  htiman  nature  with  the  divine,  in  order 
ColJ.  ^Oi      to  reconcile  all  things  tmto  bi7nfelfi 

Thus  are  revealed  to  lis  the  two  great  htyfte- 
ries^  that  of  the  Trinity,  and  that  of  the  incar- 
njltion.     But  he  who  has  revealed  them,  makes 
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us  to  find  the  imajge  of  them  in  ourfelves, 
that  {o  they  may  be  ever  prefent  with  us,  and 
that  we  may  linderftand  the  dignity  of  dur 
nature. 

In  faA«  if  we  impofe  filence  on  our  (en&s. 
and  ihut  ourlelves  up  for  awhile  in  the  inmoft 
recedes  of  our  ioul,  that  ia,  in  that  part  where 
truth  makes  its  voice  to  be  heard,  we  (hall  there 
fee  ibme  image  of  the  Trinity  we  adore.     The  , 
thought,  which  we  perceive  to  fpring  up  as  the 
bud  of  our  mind,  as  the  fbn  of  our  underftand- 
ing,  gives  tis  fi>me  idea  of  the  Son  of  Qod  eter-Greg.  Naz, 
nally  conceived  in  the  mind  of  the  heavenlyP'^-3^A"^« 
Father.     Wherefore  this  Son  of  Go^  aflumes^*'5g"^q*5?' 
the  name  of  the  Word,  that  ib  we  may  under- ^nJoan.Evang, 
ftand  him  fpringing   up  in  the.  bpfom  of  thej^/^*-^'^*^^* 
Father,  not  as   bodies  fpring  up,  but  as  dbesiis, 
that    internal  word,  which  we  perc<;ive  in  our 
foul,  when  we  contemplate  the  truth, 

JBut  the  fruitfulnefs  of  our  mind  is  not  con-i 
fined  to  that  internal  word,  that  Intelj/sAual 
thought,  that  image  of  the  truth,  which  ia 
formed  in  us.  We  love  both  that  internal 
word,  and  the  mind,  in  which  it  fpringa  y  and 
by  toying  it  we  perceive  in  ourfelvts  fbmething^ 
no  lefs  precious  to  us  than  our  mind  and  our 
thought,  which  i^  the  fruit  of  both,  which 
unites  them,  is  united  to  them,  and  conftitulM 
with  thorn  but  one  and  the  fame  life«       .    . 

Thus,  as  ^  as  there  can  be  found  any  analon 
gy  between  God  and  man,  thija,  I  &y^  ia'  pron 
duced  in  God  the  eternal  iore^  which  ptKic^s 
from  the  Father  who  thinks,  and  from  the  Son, 
whp  i^  his  tho^ght3^  in  order  to  make  \^ith  him 
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and  hir  thought,!  one  andtiicikniie'tia&iare  eqnal'r 
ly.Jbapjpy  and  pca&dk,    :     -•      »    *,  i  v 

.Xn  .fcort,  God  is  pedeft';  and  hip  .Word,  the 
living  image  of  infinite  truth,  is  no  lefs  per-? 
fp^  than  he ;  and  iiis  love,  wlucll  ptpceeding 
from  the  inexhacifiible  ibtirce  of  •  go6d,  hath  all 
the  'fulne&  of  it^  cannot  fail  of  having  an  infi? 
nite  perfisAion  :  andfincewe  Have  ;ho  other  idea 
of  God,  than  l^at  qf  perfeftion^  each  of  the& 
three  fuJ^fiftences  confidered  in  itfelf  deierves  to^ 
be  called  Qod :  but  becaufe  tbsfe  three  t^ree^ 
'     .  noceflairily  to  one  and  the  (ame  notiire,  thefe  three 

jat[C;ibut'one  God^ 
.  V  ^  ^.WA  iUivA  not  then  conceive  anything  unequal^ 
'  or«.&parate  in  this  adorable  Trinity  ^  and  howi^ 
cvtr  incomprehenfible  the  eqnalky  |nay  be,  onr' 
foiri;  if:  we  liften  "to  |t,  will  tell. us  fomething 
of.it.-  .  •  *■'..: 

/iu^.  loc.  cit.  It  is,  and'  as  it  knows  perfeiStly  what  it  is,  its^ 
underftahding  is.  correi^ndent  to  tjie  truth  of  its 
being;! and  aait  lores  its  being  together  with< 
its  imderftanding,  as  much  as'^  they  deferve  to* 
berltnafd,  ita  lovetequals  the  ]6erfe(%ion  of  botb^ 
Thef^  ^iree  fare;  nbrar.to  be  feparatcri,-  and  ton?-' 
t^iiifmrQiBier.'ir.'we^BLderftand  ^that  we  are,  and 
that  tmd6Ys^;i  asid  wadbve  to  be,  and  to  under^^* 
Sbuai^'  ,Whd  caniiieAy  this,  if  he:  underftand^ 
boti&ilfi.i  And  not  bnly  one  is  no  better  than 
anothef-,  but"  the  ::i]h^e  together  are  no  better* 
^lananyone  oftthcui^-^ardcular^  feeing  teach 
c<!muiiu  ^e.whp|e,/^(^:ha;ithe  three  confij^^ 
hapjpipefs  -^nd  .digMid^Iof:  the- rational  nslture. 
tFhus,  ^d"in  antinfiniWy' higher  degree  is  rte 
trinity,   whom  we  worfliip,  and -to  whom  we 

.:•'  •    ;■■■,  ■" '   ^  ' m 


UNIVERSAL    HISTORY. 


a% 


arc  cdnAscrated  by  our  bapttfm,  perfaft,  litkpi^' 
ruble,  one  in  efletice,  and  In  ihort  eqatdia  tvtty^^ 
fen&. 

•  But  we  ourfelves,  who  are  the  image  of  the 
Trinity,  in  another  refpedt  are  alio'  the  image  of 
the  inearnation. 

Our  foul,  of  a  ^iritual  and  incorruptible  na** 
twe,  has  a .  corruptible  body  united  to  it;  and 
from  the  union  of  both  refults  a  whole,  Which 
is  man,  a  mind  and  body  together,  at  the  fame  Aug.  £p.  lii; 
time  incorruptible  and  rcorruptihie,.  at  once  in-^^^?^"^:  ^'  3* 
telligent  and  merely  brutim.     Theffc  attributes  Cyr.  Ep.   ad 
agree  to  the  i/v^hole,  with  relation  to  each  of  its^^®"^»  P- wi. 
two  parts::  thus  the  divine  Word,  whofe  virtue &c"*^Symb.' 
luftains  the  whole,  is  united  in  a  peculiarihanner,Ath.  &c^ 
OTHsathiir  becomes  itfelf,  by  a  perfeft  imion,  that 
J;BSil$i  Christ  the  Soa-  of  Mary,  whidhi  makes 
one  to  be  God  ^imd  man  together ':  begotten  in 
eternity,  and  begottMi  in  time  J  ayet  living  in  ^ 
the  bofom  of  the  Father^  and  dymg^  upon  the 
crofs  for  our  falvation.        ,  ;    ;  \t  ,,,  ;  ,-. 

But  •  wherever  God*  is  concerned,  con^iarif6n9 
dir$wh  hmn  humatr  things,  canabt  but^teliU"" 
p4cfc^,  ,.::^ur  foul  is.  not  beibre  omyhbAf^  ahd ' 
IclmetHwg^  • »  Iwanrthag  t6'  -  that,  ^  whax '  fepwated 
fijQjgft  tHtS!. ' '  TJie.Word^  perfeft  in  itfelf  wota*aH 
elftrni^.  'lamiirai  itfelf  -to  .our  «tote,'Jt>nly  to" 
hfJnflrtrat,t   That  .fout»  wiiiph  pr^fidds-.i^re^  the  - 
bp^4nd»makei  various  changei  *>iwi«j  ^ff€^  * 
itfelf.  ibiBO-froiTi:  ^it  in*  its  turn^  ^  Iftlhs  body  is' 
inq2^d.^r?8»t  'the  ctammanld,  and  acCQ^diAg'to  thef 
wH  ((jAthefaul,  thefoulis troubled^  the  foul  isq 
affli^d;  'and  agitattd»a,  thoufaend  wajrs^  either' 
paijaifiil  or  pleafmg,;  according  to  the  difpofitions; 
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pf  the  body ;  £>  that  as  the  ibul  exalts  the  body 
to  it  by  goireming  it,  it  is  a^fo  debafed  beneath 
it  by  the  things  it  fuffers  from  it.  But  in  Jes  v^  - 
Christ,  the  'Word  pre&des  over  all,  the  Word 
keeps  all  under  its  management,  Thu$  msui  is 
pxalted,  and  the  Word  is  not  debafed  by  any 
fituation :  immoveable  and  unalterable,  it  rules 
in  all  things,  and  in  all  places  that  nature  whicH 
IS  united  to  it, 

Henpe  it  oomes,  that  in  Jesus  Christ,  man 
is  abfolutely:  fiibnjiflive  to  the  inward  drreftion 
of  the  Word,  which  exalts  him  to  itfelf,  has  none 
but  divine  thoughts,  none  but  divine  aiFeAions*^ 
All  he  thinks,  au  he  wills,  all  he  fays,  all  h^  con? 
ceak  within,  all  he  difcovers  without,  is.atii- 
I  mated^  by  the  Word,  guided  by  the  Word,  vhutt 

thy  of  the  Word,  that  is,  worthy  of  reafon  itfelf^  . 
of  wifdoin  itfelf,  and  of  truth  itfelf.     Therefore 
all  is  light  in  j£$y$  Christ,  his  condud  is  ^ 
~  ryifi ;  hi^  .mifades  are  inilrudtions  ^  his  wp^ds  are 
ipirit,  and  they  are  life, 

It  i$  not  giv^n  to  all  rightly  to  underftandtheTe 
fublime  tnitns^  laor  pe^ ff^dly  to  fee  in  thrmfelves 
^  i^^t.  n:^sryeIlou&  image  of  divine  things,  ;^|ucH 
Su  Augiilliae,  and  the  other  fathers  have  l^eved 
f<>  pcrtak..  The  fenfesgQvem  us  top  much,  smd 
our  imaginattDt^  which  will  intrude  itfelf  fti  ail 
pur  thPUgl^  does  not  permit  us  alway$.tb  diwell 
upon  fo  pure  a  light.  We  do  not  know  purl^tpes^ 
we  are  ignorwt  of  the  riches  we  bea?  aboat 
in  pur  nature,  and  nohe  but  the  fined  eyes  can 
percciye  themv    But  .the  little  we  do  euter  i^^ 

^i$'fecriJt,  and  do  make  ihift  to  difcern  in  purr 
^Ivf  s  the  image  of  the  two  myfteries,  which  are 
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the  foundation  of  our  faith,  is  (ufficient  to  raiie  us 
above  all  earthly  things,  and  to  put  us  beyond 
the  reacH  of  mortality. 

And  therefore  does  Jeius  Chrift  call  us  to  a^ 
immortiJ  glory,  which  is  the  fruit  of  the  faith  we 
Jiave  in  the  myfteries. 

That  God-man,  that  incarnate  truth  and  wlf- 
dom,  which  makes  us  believe  {o  great  things  up- 
on his  fole  authority,  promifes  us  the  clear  and 
'  beatific  vifion  of  them  in  et;ernity,  as  the  certain 
reward  of  ou^  faith. 

In  this  way,  is  the  miflion  of  Jefus  Chrift  in- 
fkhkAy  exalted  above  that  of  Mofes. 

Mofes  was  fent  to  roufe  by  temporal  rewards 
ienfiial  and  brutifli  men.  As  they  were  become 
ail  body  and  flefh,  it  was  necefTary  to  lay  hold  of 
them  at  firft  by  the  ienies,  in  order  to  inculcate 
upon  thtm  by  this  means  a  knowledge  of  God, 
and  an  abhorrence  of  idolatry,  to  which  mankind 
have  ib  prodigious  an  inclination.  ,  > 

Such  was  the  miniftry  of  Mofes :  it  was  rder- 
vtd  for  Jefus  Chrift  to  uifpire  man  with  higher ; 
n^ytions,  and  to  convince  him  with  the  fuUeft  evi^ 
dence^  of  the  dignity,  immortaKty,  and  eternal 
fdicity  of  his  foul.  • 

•  During  the  times  of  ignorance,  that  is,  during 
the  tihies  which  precede^  Jeftis  Chrift,  what  the 
fout  knew  of  its  dignity  and  immortality,  led  \t ' 
moft   commonly  into  error.     The  worihip  of 
dead  prions  wa$  dmbft  the  whole  ground  of 
idolatry:  almoft  all  men  facrificed  to  the  tnan^s^ ' 
that  is,  to  the  foul§  of  the  dead.    So  ancient  er^  * 
rors  fhew  us  indeed  how  ancient  was  die  belief ! 
gfth^  foul's  immortality,  and  demohftratei  that 
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it  is  to  b^  nnkH  amoH^«die  firft  tradttiotu^  i>f 
mankimt     But  man,  vfho  p^n^ert^d  every  thing, 
had  ftrangcly  abufed  this,  wh^n  it  brought .  him 
to  facrifice to »the  dead.  .Nay.fome w6nt;tt^tiiat 
exccfs,  that  thpy  facrificod  living  men  to/.them  5 
they  killed  their  flaves,  and  ^ev^  their  >vives,  in 
c«r  de  bell,  order  to  worfliip  them  in  the  ptiier  world.     This 
Gail.  VI.        ^j^g  Qauls  pradifed  with  ntmxy  other  nations^  ^  and 
the  Indians,  diftinguifhed  by ,  pagan  authors  a- . 
mong  the  firft  afferters- pf  the  iifimortality  of  the 
foul,  were  alfo  the  firft  that,  \jjmtr  pretence^  of. 
religioi^,  introduced  thofe  abominable  murders 
upon  earth.  The  fame  Indiar^.- killed  themfelves,^ 
to  haften  the  happiiiefs  pf  th^  ^ture  lif^^.and 
.  that  deplorable  .blindnefs  cant^nji|^$  ajaiong^:t^ii^'i 
nations  to  thi^  d^y::  fgcj^ngej-ous  is  it  tpitMch 
the  truth  in  any  other  or4pr  %h^A  that  whic^  Q^ 
hath  » follow^,   and  to  explain  clearly  tQjm«n» 
what  he  is,  before.he  h^sf  k;nOM?;v  God  pfffe&ly. 
It  was  for  want  of  knowing  God,^  that^rooft  of 
the  philpfopher?  could. ^^-. brieve  th<^  '^Mi'ltti- 
mortal,  with/oi^   believing .  ^t .  .a  pprdon .  qf  .tfee  r 
Deity,a  Dqity  jtfelf,  an  e|:«»nSl.b?iixg»uh€re?<»d  9» . 
Well  as  incoi«ruptible^  sukI  havi|\g  no  moft  begin*. . 
ning  than  end.     What  fhall  I  ^y  0f  thM^^  whp 
belii&ving  thc-ti^anfinigratidrl'  of  fquls  •,  wl^p  mitde 
t£[em  roam  froift.Jii^v^  tp.  Ifesi;^^  an4.t.hc^:6t>Bii  - 
earth  to  h^yec^  figaiiji  fv^.  iwiiipftls  inju»  ^unWi 
and  from. men  (into  a^nim^Sj,,froirt.lHjppinefsrtp  : 
iftifery,  and.  fr<H0rt^iW;l».hftp|?ittefe;  ,^^^ 
thefe  revpli^ti^hl  hgv'xng  fff^x  Ifg^f  ^^  jP^d,^ ; 
or  certaiji  .©r^dftr ? . Ji^w^ Wa^otj^.'  diyiw.jufti??^ 
ptovidenct,  i^sfd  :  gqpdn^fe-^lritiJned  amidft  ,&>  - 
many  errori^iij^^hftw  ne^.efey.was  ijt.tpJcnpw 

God* 


UNIVERSAL    HlSTORYi-  zlj 

<^od,  and  the  nile^  of  hter^W^ofi^,  "f^im^  ffP 
the  knowledge  of  the  foul,  and  its  immortal 
nature!  ;•      '  '         ' ; 

For  which  reafon  the  law  of  Mofes  gave  mah 
but  a  fif  ft  notion  of  Ae  ftattfrt  df  the  foiil  and . 
its  felicity.     We  have  feen  the  foul  at  the  begin- 
ning made  by  the  power  of  God,  as  well  as  th6* 
other  creatures;  but  with' thiir^cUJiat  charadker- 
iftic,  that  it  was  made  after  his  own  image,  and* 
by  the  Ifreith  of  his  mouth-,  that  fo  it  might- 
undcrftand  of  whom  it  held  kfe  exiftence,  and' 
might  never  think  itfelfof  the  fame  nature' w5tb^     • 
bodie$,   or  *  fdrmfed  by  the  concourfe  of  them. 
But  tke  *c«»nfik|Ueftces  ^  of  this  dodrine,  and  the 
Dfonderar  ctfithe-fliture  llate  were  not  then  univcr- 
fatty  unfolded  i  and  it  wab'  in  the  day  ^  of  the 
Melfkhy  thafe'  'i^)^  great  Rght  was  '  to  ap'pfear' 
openly.  ■''•♦   *«'  -'  -  ' '•••   '    ■  ^\  '---t?-- 

God  hftthifeltl^red  fo*neTpark6  bfk  itilht  ah-^' 
d«nt  Scrij^ttti^ife.'  Solonfb'n  -haA  feid,'  that  as^ •  ^b(f^^^^'  »**•  7. 
duft  Jhall  fea»^^  thi^  edftb  ai  it'Wasj  the  ffitif^S ' 
ngurn  to  God  ^hogcfue  it,'-  The  pattriar^rWand 
pi^hetg'tived'in  this  fam6  hopir.  'Dani^lKad- 
^retold  that'ther^^  fhouM  doi^  a  time,  whetf 
many  "bf  tkhn  tbittflept  in  tbi  dujt  "of  tbe  'earfb^pjcuidp^Ln.  xli.  2, 3. 


theft  things^ar^  l-evcatedto  *him,  he  is  coftftnan- 
ded  t6jbm>'iifpSe'  woi^ds,  'and  J eat  the''bo6k^  ken  Wbid.  4. 
tbe  appointed  time  df  the  end^  in  <3rder  to*  let  ns  "Hiri- 
derftand^  that  the  full  difcovery  of  thofe  truths  . 
belonged  W  ahothir  jfeafon,  and  to  another  ag^. 

Although  then  the  Jews  had  in  theit  Scriptures 
fame  promifes  of  eternal  happinefs,  and  though 

towards 


2» 


UNIVERSAL    HISTORY. 


towards  the  times  of  the  Mef&ah«  therein  it  was 
to  be  declared)  they  fpoke  much  more  about  it^ 
as  appears  by  the  books  of  Wifdbm^  and  the 
Maccabees  ;  this  truth  was  fo  far  frbm  being  a 
general  tenet  of  the  ancient  people,  that  d^c 
Sadducees,  who  did  not  acknowledge  it,  were 
not  only  admitted  into^the  fynagogue,  but  even 
promoted  to  the  priellhood.  It  is  one  of  the 
charafteriftics  of  the  new  people,  to  lay  for  the 
foundation  of  religion  the  belief  pf  a  future 
ftatc,  and  this  was  tjo  be  the  fruit  of  the  coming 
pf  the  MEeffiah, 

Wherefore,  not  contented  with  telling  us^ 
that  a  life  eternally  happy  was  referved  ior  the 
children  of  God,  he .  hath  alfe  told  us  wherein 
it  cot^fts*  And  this  is  life  eternal,  to  be  with 
him  where  he  13,  in  the  glory  of  God  the  ]Pather : 

John  xvii,  life  eternal  is  to  behold  the  glory  he  hath. in  the 
bofom;of  tht  Father  "from'  die  fpuiidation  of  the 
world*,  life  eternal  is,  thatjESus.CMRiST.be  in, 
us,  as  ift  his  njcmbers,  and  that  the  dtemal  love . 
wherewith  the  Father  Iqveth  his  Son,  extending 
itielf  towards  us,  may  enrich  U9  with  the  fame^ 
gifts  :  life  eternal,  in  a  word,  is  tq  know  the: 

I*  bnly  true  God,  and  Jesus  CHitiaT,  whom  he 

hath  fent  ^  but  td.knpw  him  after  that  mviixiGr^ 

^Cor/xiii.  9> which  is  called  the  clear  fight,  ik^  feeing  faa^  to 

"*         '    facey  said  openly,  the  fight  which  reforms  and. 
perfeds  in  us  the  image  of  God,  according  to  < 

ijohp,  iu,2.  what  St,  John  faith,  fi^ejhall  be  lik^  tfim;  foriv^ 
Jhdl  fee  him  as  he  is .  ■•:,,'. 

V  That  fight  fhall  be  attended  with  an  immenfe 

Ipve,  a  joy  unfpeakable,  and  endlefs  glory.   An 

?ter8ft^ 


UNIVERSAL    HISTORY. 


26^ 


... 

eternal  HaUelujab^  and  an  eternal  Amefij  with  Rev.  vii.  t%. 
which  the.  heavenly  Jerufalem  refounds,  fpeak*'*^' Z'**^'** 
all  forrows  done  away,  and  all  defires  fatisfied ; 
and   nothing  more  remain^,  but  to  praife  the 
divine  goodnefs. 

With  fo  new  rewards,  Jsstrs  Christ  muft 
propofe  alfo  new  ideas  of  virtue ;  a  praftice 
more  perfeft,  and  more  refined.  The  end  nof 
religion,  the  foul  of  all  virtues,  and  the  fum  of 
the  law,  is  charity.  But,  until  Jesus  Christ, 
we  may  affirm,  that  the  perfe(5tion  and  eifFefts  of 
this  virtue  were  not  fully  kfnown.  'Tis  Jesus  . 
Christ  properly,  who  teacheth  us  to  place  out 
delight  in  God  alone.  In  order  to  fet  up  the 
kingdom  of  charity,  and  to  difcover  to  us  all 
the  duties  of  it,  he  propofes  to  us  the  love  of 
God,  even  to, the  hating  of  ourfelves,  and  per- 
fecuting,  without  refpite,  the  principle  of  cor* 
ruption,  which  dwells  in  all  our  hearts.  He 
propofes  to  us  the  love  of  our  neighbour,  (a 
as  to  extend  that  beneficent  inclination  towards 
all  men,  not  excepting  even  our  very  perfecu- 
tors  :  he  propofes  to  us  the  mortification  of  fen- 
fiiai  defires,  even  to  the  cutting  off  of  our  own 
members,  that  is,  whatever  has  got  the  ftrongeft 
and  moft  intimate  hold  of  our  neart :  he  pro- 
pofes to  us  iubmiflion  to  the  wi|l  of  God,  fo  as 
even  to  rejoice  in^he  fufferings  he  fends  us*:  he- 
propofes  to  US  humility,  fo  as  even  to  love 
fhgme  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  to  believe, 
that  no  injury  can  make  us  fo  vile  in  the  fight 
of  men,  tut  that  we  are  ftill  viler  in  the  fight 
of  God  through  our  fins.  Upon  thi^  foundati- 
on of  charity  he  f  erfefts  all  eftates  and  conditf- 
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ons  pf  human  life.  Thereby  marriage  is  reduced 
to  Its  primitive  form  v  conjugal  love  is  no  more 
derided  -,,  fo  holy  a  fociety  knows  now  no .  end, 
but  that  of  life  ;  and  children  fee  no  more  their 
mother  put  away,  to  have  a  ftep-mbther  fublK- 
tuted  in  her  place.  Celibacy  is  fet  forth  to  us 
as  an  imitation  of  the  life  of  angels,  which  is 
folely  taken  up  with  God,  and  the  chafte  delights 
of  his  love.  Superiours  learn  that  they  are  the 
fervants  of  others,  and  appointed  for  their  good-, 
'  thglr   inferiours  acknowledge  the  ordinance  of 

God  in  lawful  powers,  even  when  they  abufe 
their  authority :  this  thought  fweetens  the  pains 
qf  fubjeftion,  and  under  the  hardeft  rttafters 
obedience  is  no  longer  a  hardfhlp  to  the  true 
,    Chriftian. 

To.  thefe  precepts  he  joins  counfels  of  eminent 
pcx|e Aipu :  to  renounce  all  pleafure ;  to  live  ia 
the  bodyj^  as  if  out  of  the  body^  to  forfake  allj 
tp'give  ail  to  the  poor,  in  order  to  poffefs  nothing 
aut ''.  God  only ;  to  live  upon  little  or  nothings 
a.hd  to  look  for  that  little  from  the  hand  of  di- 
vine providence.  ' 

But  the  law,  moft  peculiar  to  the  Gofpel^  is 
that  of  bearing  the  crofs.  The  crofs  is  the  true 
teft  of  faith,  the  true  foundation  of  hope^  the  per- 
fedion  of  charity,  in  a  word,  the  road  to  heaven.  ^ 
Jj:sus  Christ  died  upon  the  crofs;  he  bore  his 
crofs'  all  his  lifertime*,  'tis  to  the  crofs  he  will- 
have  us  to  follow .  him^  and  fets  eternal  life  at 
that  price.  The  flrft  to  whom  he  particularly 
promifes  the  reft  of  the  future  world,  is  a  corn- 
Luke  x*iiii4-1-p.ani6n  of  his  ci-ofs:  Tc-day^  fays  hc^JhaU  thou  U 
wth  me  in  Paradifa     So  foon  as  he  wai  on  the. 

'         crofsi 
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crofs,  the  veil,*  thkt  c6Ver*d' the  fanftuafy,  wks 
rent  from  top  to  bottom,  md  heaven  ^as  opened 
to  the  fotrfs  of  faints.  •  It  was  upon  coming  from 
the  crofs V  tod  from  th^horfours  of  his  paffion, 
that  he  appeared  to  his  apoftles,  all  glorious,  and 
conqueror  of  death,  to  the  end  thkt  thef  might 
underftand,'  it  was  by  the  crofs  he  was  to  ehter 
into  his  glory,  and  that  'he  fhewed  n6  other  way 
to  his  children. 

Thus  was  given  to  the  world,  in  the  perfon  of 
Jesus  Christ,  the  lively  image  tf  ^n  accom- 
pHfhed  virtue,  which  has  nothing,  and  e^peAs 
nothing  upon  earth  •,  which  men  reward  only  by 
continual  perfecutions ;  which  does  not  ceafe  to 
do  them  good;  and  on  which-  its  own  good 
offices, draw  the  moft /ignominious  puiiilhment, 
Jesus  Christ  dies,  without  finding  either  gra- 
titude in  thofe  he  obliges,  fidelity  in  his  friends, 
or  equity  in  his  judges.  His  innocence,  though 
acknowledged,  does  not  fave  him ;  his  Father 
himfelf.  in  whom  alone  he  had  placisd  his  hope, 
withdraws  all  marks  of  his  proteAion :  the  juft 
one  is  delivered  up  to  his  enemies,  and  dies  for* 
faken  both  by  God  and  man. 

But  it  was  requifite  to  let  the  good  man  fee, 
that  in  the  greateft  extremities,  he  has  no  need 
either  of  human  coniblation,  or  even  of  any  fen- 
fible  mark  of  the  divine  aid:  let  him  but' love 
and  truft,  refting  affured  that  God  is  mindful  of 
him,  though  he  give  him  no  token  of  it,  and 
that  an  eternal  felicity  is  referved  for  him. 

Thc'wifeft  of  phildfophers,  wheninVeftigating$ocr.  apud 
the  idea  of  virtue^  found  out,  that,  a^  of  all  the  Plat.  Dial.  n. 
wicked,  he  would  be  the  moft  wicked,  who  could  "^^^^^l^* 
*     '^  fo 
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ib  well  cloke  his  muliciottfiiefs^  as  to  pa{sfbr'« 
good  mzxty  and  by  that  means  enjoy  all  die  ere- 
dit  which  virtue  has  power  to  beftow :  fi>  the  moft 
virtuous  muft  unqueftionably  be  he,  upon  whom 
his  virtue^  by  its  perfection,  draws  the  envy  of 
all  men,  inibmucn  that  he  hath  nothing  on  his 
Itde  but  his  consciences  and  fees  himfelf  expofed 
to  all  manner  of  injuries,  fo  as  even  to  be  nailed 
to  the  cro(s,  without  his  virtue  being  aUe  to 
aflfbrd  him  the  poor  afTiftance  of  exempting  him 
from  fuch  a  punifhment.  Would  not  one  think 
that  God  had  put  this  wonderful  idea  of  virtue 
into  the  mind  of  a  philo(bpher,  only  to  render  it 
exemplified  in  the  peribn  of  his  Son,  and  to  ihew 
that  the  righteous  has  another  glory,  another 
reft,  in  fhort,  another  happineft,  than  can  poffibly 
be  attained  upon  earth  ? 

To  eftablim  this  truths  and  ihew  it  fo  vlfibiy 
accomplifhed  in  himfelf^  at  the  expehce  of  htf 
own  lifts  was  the  greateft  wdrk  a  man  ciHiki 
jpoffibly  perform  i  and  fi>  great  did  God  judge 
it,  that  he  referved  it  for  the  fe  long  t>roniii'd 
Mefliah,  for  that  Mah^  whom  he  taadt  tlte  fame 
peribn  with  his  only  Son. 

Indeed,  what  greater  could  be  referved  for  a 
God  coming  upon  earth  i  and  what  could  he 
there  perform  morb  worthy  of  him,  than  to  fet 
forth  virtue  in  all  its  purity,  and  that  eternal 
blife,  to  which  the  moit  exquifite  forrows  con* 
duift? 

But  if  we  come  to  confider  what  is  higher 
and  more  interiour  in  the  myftery  of  thecrofe/ 
what  human  wit  (hall  be  able  to  comprehend 
it  ?  There  are  fhewn  us  virtues,  which  the  Mai)- 

God 
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God  alone  was  capable  of  performing !  what 
other  could,  like  him,  haVe  piit  himfelf  in  the 
ftead  of  all  the  ancient  facrifices,  abplifhed  them 
by  fubftituting  .in  their  room  a  viftim  of  an  in- 
finite dignity  and  merit,  and  eftablifhed,  that 
henceforth  there  Ihpuld  be  none,  but  only  him- 
felf, to  offer  unto  God.  Such  is  the  aft  of  re- 
ligion which  Jesus  Christ  exercifes  on  the 
crofs*  Could  the  eternal  Father  have  fbund^ 
either  among  angels  or  men,  an  obedience  equal 
to  that  which  his  well-beloved  Son  renders  him, 
when,  nothing  being  able  to  take  away  his  life^ 
he  lays  it  down  voluntarily  to  pleafe  him  ? 
Whati  fhall  I  fay  of  the  perfeft  conformity  of 
all  his  defires  to  the  divine  will,  and  of  thp 
love  whereby  he  keeps  himfelf  united  «;//Z?  God^i  Cot, y.t^k 
who  was  in  him^  reconciling  the  world  unto  himfelf? 
In  Vhis  incomprehenfible  union  he  includes  all 
mankind,  he  makes  heaven  at  peace  with  the 
earth,  he  plunges  with  an  immenfe  ardour  intd 
that  ocean  of  bloody  wherein  h^wns  to  be  bap'- 
tized  with  all  his  followers,  and  darts  forth  from 
his  wounds  the  fire  of  divine  love^  which  was  Z&Luke  xii*  4f» 
kindle  the  whole  earth.  But  behold  what  pafleths^* 
all  underftanding !  the  righteoufnefs  fulfilled  by 
thisGod-Man,who  fuftereth  himfelf  to  be  condem- 
ned by  the  world,  that  fo  the  world  may  ftand  eter*- 
nally  condemned  by  the  enormous  iniquity  of  that 
judgment.  Now  is  the  judgment  of  this  world  :  nowi^^  **i*  3** 
jhall  the  prince  of  this  world  be  caji  out^  as  Jbsus 
Christ  himfelf  pronounces.  Hell,  which  had 
fiibdued  the  world,  is  now  going  to  deftroy  hirtl : 
by  attacking  the  innocent  it  ftiall  be  obliged  to 
releafe  the  guilty,  whom  it  held  captive  i  the 
woful  hand*writing^  whereby  we  were  delivered 

T  over 
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X 

Col.  ii.  1 3,  x4^over  to  rebel  angels,  is  taken  out  of  the  way :  Jbsits 
'5*  Christ  hath  nailed  it  to  his  crofs^  to  be  there  blotted 

out  by  his  blood :  hell  fpoiled  of  its  prey,  groaneth: 
the  crofe  is  a  place  of  triumph  to  our  Saviour, 
and  the  hoftile  powers  trembling  attend  the  vic- 
tor's car.  But  a  greater  triumph  prefents  itfelf 
to  our  eyes:  divine  juftice  is  itfelf  overcome; 
the  finner,  its  due  vidim,  is  fnatched  out  of  its 
hands.  He  hath  found  a  furety  able  to  pay  an 
infinite  price  for  him.  Jesus  Christ  unites  e- 
ternally  to  himfelf  the  eleft,  for  whom  he  gives 
himfelf:  they  are  his  members,  and  his  body: 
the  eternal  Father  can  no  .more  look  upon  then) 
but  in  their  head:  and  thus  he  extends  towards 
them  the  infinite  love  wherewith  he  loves  his 
Son.  *Tis  his  Son  himfelf,  who  requefts  it  of 
^  him :  he  cannot  be  feparated  from  the  men  he 
Joliijxvii.  »4>hath  redeemed:  F(^ther^  faith  he,  IwiU^  that  they 
5?L*-*  ^Ifi  ^  ^iih  met  they  fliaJl  be  filled  with  my  fpiritj 

they  mail  enjoy  my  glory  -,  they  mail  be  partaker^ 
with  me  of  my  very  throne. 

After  fo  ineftimable  a  benefit,  nothing  but  ac- 
clamations of  joy  can  exprefs  our  gratitude.    0 
miracle!  cries   a  great  philofbpher  and  martyr, 
Jtxft.  £j»ft«  adO  incGm^rehen/Mi  eicchangel   and  amazing  contry 
J>iog*  vance  ofdivihe  wifdomi  one  only  is  finitten,  and 

all  are  delivered.  God  fmites  his  innocent  Son 
for  the  iak6  of  guilty  men,  and  pardons  guilty 
men  for  his  innocerit  Son's  fake,  "  ^be  Jt^ 
payeth  that  he  doth  not  oive^  and  acqmttethfinncn 
of  that  they  do  o'we  \  for  "what  coidd  better  c&uer  our 
fins  than  bis  righteonfnefs?  How  tculd  the  rebd^ 
lion  offertxants  be  better  expiated^  than  by  the  obe^ 
dienceofthe  Son?  The  iniqui^  of  maty  is  done 
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**  awcpf  in  one  right fous  perjhn^  and  the  right eoufnefi 
"  of  one  done  caufeth  many  to  be  juftijied"  Tp 
"  what  then  are  we  not  to  pretend  ?  He  who  hvedRota.  v.  5,  u 
us,  while  we  were  yet  ftnners^fo  as  even  to  lay  dewn^>9f^^* 
bis  life  for  us,  what  will  he  refufe  us,  now  that  be  hath 
reconciled  andjt(ftifed  us  by  bis  blood.  Every  thing 
is  ours  through  Jesus  Christ  j  holinefs,  life^ 
glory,  blefling :  the  kingdom  of  the  Son  of  God 
is  our  inheritance:  there  is  nothing  above  our 
reach,  provided  only  we  do  not  dcbafc  ourfelves. 

While  Jesus  Christ  crowns  our  defires,  an4 
exceeds  our  hopqs,  he  finifties  the  work  of  God 
begun  under  the  patriarchs,  and  in  the  law  of 
Mofes. 

Then  God  was  pleaftd  to  make  himfelf  knowQ 
by  fenfible  experiences :  he  fhewed  himfelf  mag*^ . 
nificent,  in  temporal  promifes ;  gracious,  in  load-* 
ing  his  children  with  fuch  good  things,  as  ar^ 
pleafing  to  the  feijfes ;  powerful,  in  delivering 
them  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies  5  faithful, 
in  bringing  them  into  the  land  promifed  to  their 
fathers  •,  juft,  by  the  rewards  and  puniihments^ 
which  he  fent  them  manifeftly  according  to  their 
works. 

All  thefe  wonders  paved  the  way  for  the 
truths,  which  Jesus  Christ  was  coming  to  ' 
teach*  If  God  is  fo  gracious,  as  even  to  givf^ 
us  what  our  fenfea  require,  how  much  rather 
fliall  he  give  us  what  is  rcquifite  for  our  mind 
made  after  his  own  image  ?  If  he  is  fo  tender 
and  bountiful  towards  his  children,  ihall  he  con- 
fine his  love  and  bounty  to  the  few  years  that 
conftitute  the  term  of  our  life  ?  Shall  he  give  to 
thpfe  he  loves^  only  a  ihadow  of  felicity,  only 

T  a  a 
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ti  land  fruitful  in  corn  and  oil  ?     Shall  there  not 

» 

be  a  country,  where  he  will  abundantly  difpenfe 
real  bleflings  ? 

There   (hall  doubtlefs;    and  Jesus   Christ 

Cometh  to  {hew  it  us.     For  indeed  the  Almighty 

would  have  performed  works  but  little  worthy 

of  him,  did  all  his  magnificence  terminate  only  . 

in   the   grandeur  expofed  to   our  weak  fenfes. 

Whatever  is  not  eterilal,  is  correfpondent  nei* 

ther  to  the  majefty  of  aii  eternal  God,  nor  to 

the  hopes  of  man,  to  whom  he  has  made  known 

his  eternity  *  and   that  unalterable   faithfulnefi 

he  keeps  to  his  fervants,   (hall  never  have   ^n 

adequate  obj  eft,  until  it  be  extended   towards 

foniething  ifliniortal    and  permaneht.      It   was 

neceflary  therefore,  that  at  laft  Jesus   C<^RIST 

fhould  open  to  us  the  heavens,  in  order  to  dif- 

Hebi  %u  t,  9,- cover  to   the  eyes  of  Dur  faith,  ihat  conlmuing 

10,  I3J  14,  ^ Sicily^  where  we  are  to  be  gathered  after  this  life* 

He  flieWs  us,  that  if  God  takes  for  his  eternal 

title,  the  name  of  the  God  of  Abraham,  Ifaac, 

And  Jacob,  It  is  betaufe  thofe  holy  men  are  ever 

Matt.xxii.si.living  before  him.      God  is  not  the  God  of  the 

Luke  XX*  38.  ^ad :  it  is  not  worthy  of  him  to  ad  as  men  do, 

Oiily  tb   accorhpany   his   friends  to  the   grave, 

without  leaving  them  any  hope  beyond  it  -,  and 

it  were  a  reproach  Upon  him  to  call  himfelf,  with 

fo  much  eniphafis,   the   God  of  Abraham/  had 

.  he  not  fdiinaed  in  heaven  an  eternal  city^  where 

Abraham,  and  his  children  might  live  happy. 

•    Thus  it   isj  that  the  truths  of  the  future  life 

are  unfolded  by  Jesus  Christ.     He   fhews  us 

VKb.  xi.  14,  them  even  in  the  law.     The  true  promifed  land 

^s>  i6*         is  the  heavenly  kingdoiti.     It  was  after  that 

bleffed 
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blefled  country  that  Abraham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob 
panted  :  Paleftine  did  not  deferve  to  bound  all  .• 
their  willies,  nor  to  be  the  fole  objed  of  the  fo 
long  expedation  of  our  fathers. 

The  Egypt,  whence  we  muft  come  out,  the 
wildernefs,  through  which  we  muft  pafs,  the  . 
Babylon,  'whofe  prifons  we  muft  break,  to  enter, 
or  return  to,  our  native  country.  Is  the  world, 
with  its  pleafures  and"  vanities ;  it  is  there  we 
■  are  truly  captive,  and  wandering,  feduced  by  fin 
and  its  lujls  ;  we  muft  fhake  off"  this  yoke  in 
order  to  find  in  Jerufalem,  and  in  the  city  of 
o.ur  God,  true  liberty,  and  a  fandtuary  not  made^^^v*  v.  j, 
W^h  bdndsy  where  the  gloty  of  the  God  pf  Ifrael 
i^ay  appear  to  us.        ,  . 

By  this  doftrine  of  Jesus  Christ  the  fecret 
of  God  is  difcovered  to  us  :  the  law  is  all  fpi- 
ritual,  its  promifes  introduce  us  to  that  of  the 
Gofpel,  and  ferve  as  a  foundation  to  it.  One 
and  the  fame  light  appears  through  the  whole :  , 
it  arifes  under  the  patriarchs  ;  under  Mofes  and 
the  prophets  it  increafes  r  Jesvs  Christ,  greater 
than  the  patriarchs,  of  mpre  authority  than 
Mofes,  more  enlightened  than  all  the  prophets, 
difplays  it  to  us  in  its  fulnefs.  • 

For  that  Chrift,  for  that  Man-God,  for  that 
Man,  who  holds  upon  earth,  as  St,  Auguftine 
fpeaks,  the  place  of  truth,  and  exhibits  it  per- 
fonally  dwelling  amongft  us  j  fpr  hirn,  I  fay, 
\yas  referved  to  ihew  us  all  truth,  that  is,  the 
truth  of  the  myfteries,  of  the  virtues,  and  of 
the  rewards,  which  God  hath  prepared  for  thofe . 
helgveth, 

T  3  It 
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It  was  fuch  greatnefs  that  the  Jews  were  to 
look  for  in  their  Meffiah.  There  is  nothing  fo 
great,  as  to  bear  about  in  one's  felf,  and  to  dif- 
cover  to  men  the  whole  truth,  which  nouriflies 
them,  direfts  them,  ^md  purifies  their  eyes,  fo  ^ 
as  to  render  them  capable  pf  feeing  God. 

When  the  truth  was  to  be  fhewn  to  men  with 
that  fulnefs,  it  was  alfo  appointed  to  be  pro- 
claimed throughout  the  whole  earth,  and  to  the 
end  of  time,  God  gave  Mofes  only  one  people, 
and  one  determinate  time  :  all  ages,  and  all 
nations  are  given  to  Jesus  Christ  :  he  has  his 
elt£t  over  all,  and  his  church  extended  as  the 
uiiiverfe,  fhall  never  ceafe  to  bring  them  forth. 
Matt,  xxvlii.  Go  ye  therefore y  faith  he,  and  teach  all  nations j 
isi>  *9t  hApHzing  them  in  the  name  of  the  Father ^  and  of 

the  Son  J  and  of  the  Holy  Ghofi ;  teaching  them  to 
obferve  aU  things^   whatfoever  I  have  cormnandei 
you  :  and  lo,  I  apt  iJiHth  you  alway^  even  unto  the 
end  of  the  "World. 
VII,  In  order  to  propagate  in  all  places,  and  in  all 

I^wfif^HlA^affes,  fuch  exalted  truths,  and  to  inforce,  in  the 
the  ei^abiifli-  miQft  pf  Corruption,  fo  refined  a  practice,  there 
3f "* u^^  h^^  required  a  ^or e  than  human  virtue,  For  which 
judgments  of  fcafpn  Jesu^  Christ  promifes  to  fend  the  Holy 
jGod  upon  the  Spirit  to  ftrengthen  his  apoftles,  and  eternally 
jew^andG^n.^^  animate  the  \>pdy  of  the  church. 

That  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  declare 
Lqjcc3^xir.  49  Jtfelf  the  morc,  was  to  appear  in  weaknefs.  Atd 
behold^  Jfendy  faith  Jesus  Christ  to  his  apoftles, 
the  fromife  of  wy  Father^  that  is,  the  Holy 
Ghoft:,  upmyou  :  in  the  mean  tipie  tarry  ye  in  the 
city  of  Jerufalem  ;  undertake  nothing,  until y^  i^ 
endued  with  power  from  on  high. 

In 
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In  conformity  to  this  order  they  continue  (hut 
up  forty  days  :  the  Holy  Ghoft  dcfccnds  at  the 
time  appointed  j  fiery  tongues  lighting  upon 
Christ's  difciples  fpeak  -the  efficacy  of  their 
word  J  preaching  begins  ;  the  apofties  bear  wit^ 
nefs  to  Jesus  Christ  ;  they  are  ready  to  fuffer 
every  thing  for  the  teftimony  that  they  have 
feen  him  rifen  again.  Miracles  attend  their 
ivords ;  ^t  two  fermons  of  St.  Peter  eight  thou^ 
fknd  Jews  are  converted,  and  bewailing  their 
error,  are  waftied  in  the  blood  they  had 
flied. 

Thus  th6  church  is  founded  in  Jerufalem, 
and  among  the  Jews,  notwithftanding'  the  in- 
credulity of  the  bulk  of  the  nation.  The  dif- 
ciples of  Jesus  Christ  exhibit  to  the  world  ^ 
charity,  a  power,  and  a  meeknefs  which  no  fo- 
ciety  had  ever  before  been  blefled  with  :  perfe- 
cution  arifes ;  faith  increafes  ;  the  children  of 
God  learn  more  and  more  to  defire  nothing  but 
heaven;  the  Jews,  by  their  obftinate  wicked- 
nefe,  draw  upon  themfelves  the  vengeance  of* 
God,  and  haften  the  dreadful  calamities,  with 
which  they  were  threatened  :  their  ftate  and  af- 
fairs decline.  While  God  continues  to  fet  apart 
a  great  number  of  them,  whom  he  ranks  among 
his  ele<5k,  St.  Peter  is  lent  to  baptize  Cornelius 
the  Roman  centurion.  He  learna  firft  by  a. 
heavenly  vifion,  and  afterwards  by  experience, 
that  the  Gentiles  arc  called  to  the  knowledge  of 
God.  Jesus  Christ,  who  refolved  their  con- 
verfion,  fpeaks  from  on  high  to  St.  Paul^  who 
was  to  be  their  teacher  -,  and  by  a  miracle  till 
^H  wA^ard  pf,  from  a  perfcQutor  he  makes 

hirn 
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Hm  not  only  a  defender,  but  a  zealous  preacher 
of  the  faith :  he  difcovers  to  him;  the  profound 
fecret  of  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles  through  the 
reprobation  of  the  ungrateful  Jews,  who  render- 
themfelves  more  and  more  unworthy  of  the  Gof-» 
pel.  St.  Paul  ftretcjies  forth  his  hands  to  the 
Gentiles  :  he  treats  with  a  wonderful  power  thefe 
iVftfxxyi. »3.important  points;  That  Cbrijl Jhould fuffer^  and 
that  he  Jhould  he  thefirft  that  Jhould  rife  from  the 
dea^^  and  fhoutifhew  light  unto  the  people^  and  to 
the  Gentiles :  he  proves  the  affirmative  by  Mofes, 
and  the  prophets,  and  calls  idolaters  to  the 
knowledge  of  God,  in  the  name  of  Jesus 
Christ  rifen  from  the  dead.  They  are  con-? 
'  verted  in  multitudes.  St.  Paul  fhews  that  their 
pall  is  an  efFecft  of  grace,  which  no  longer  makes 
any  diftinftion  between  Jew  and  Gentile ,:  fury 
*  and  jealoufy  tranfport  the  Jews  ;  they  form  ter- 

rible combinations  againft  St.  Paul,  enraged 
chiefly  at  his  preaching  to  the  Gentiles,  and 
bringing  them  to  the  true  God  :  they  deliver 
l^im  up  at  laft  to  the  Romans,  as  they  ,had  done 
Jesus  Chb^st,  The  whole  empire  was  moved 
'  againft  the  infant  church ;  and  Nero,  the  perfe- 
cutor  of  all  mankind,  was  the  firft  perfecutor 
of  the  faithful.  T^at  tyrant  caufes  St.  Peter 
^d  St.  Paul  to  be  put  to  death.  Rome  is  con- 
fecrated  by  tfieir  blood  ;  and  the  martyrdom  of 
St.  Peter,  chief  of  the  apoftles,  eftablifties  in 
the  capital  of  the  empire,  the  principal  feat  of 
religion.  Mean  while  the  time  approached, 
3^'hen  the  divine  vengeance  was  to  break  forth 
upon  the  impenitent  Jews  :  diforder  takes  plaee 
among  them  j  a  /alfe  zeal  blinds  them,  and  ren-  ^ 

ders 
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ders  them  odious  to  all  men  ;  their  falfe  pro- 
phets bewitch  them  with  promifes  of  an  imaginary 
kingdom : '  feduced  by  their  impoftures,  they  can 
lib  longer  bear  any  lawful  empire,  aiid  fet  no 
bbunds  to  their  audacious  attempts.     God  gives 
them  up  to  a  reprobate  fenfe.     They  revolt  a- 
^  gainfl:  the  Romans,  and  are  overthrown  by  them; 
Titus  himfelf,  who  deftrbys  them,  is  fenfible  that 
Jie  does  but  lend  his  hand     '  to  God  provoked 
lagainft  them.*     Adrian  compleats  their  extirpa-Philoft.  vit. 
tion.     They  perifh  with  all  the  marks  of  divine ^°^-.  T^; 
vengeance;  driven  out  of  their  land,  and  flavesaUeIljud!£bl 
all  over  the  world ;  they  have  no  longer  ejthervii*  1^. 
temple,  altar,  facrifice,  or  country :  nor  is   there 
any  form  of  a  people  to  be  feen  in  Judah. 

God  however  had  taken  care  to  provide  for 
the  eternity  of  his  worfhip :  the  Gentiles  open 
their  efyes,  and  are  united  in  fpirit  to  the  con- 
verted Jews.  They  enter  by  this  means  into  the 
ftock  of  Abraham,  and  having  become  his  chiL 
dren  by  faith,  they  inherit  of  the  promifes,  that  1 

had  been  made  him.  A  new  people  is  formed, 
a;id  the  new  facrifices  fo  much  celebrated  by  the 
prophets,  begin  to  be  offered  over  the  whole 
earth. 

.  Thus  was  punftually  fulfilled  the  ancient  ora- 
cje  of  Jacob:  Judah  is  multiplied  from  the 
beginning  more  than  all  his  brethren;  and,  ha- 
ving ever  preferved  a  certain  pre-eminence,  re- 
ceives at  latt  the  kingdom  hereditary.  In  procef^ 
of  time,  the  people  of  God  is  reduced  to  his  An- 
gle family,  and  being  confined  to  his  tribe,  talces 
his  name.  In  Ji^dah  is  continued  that  great  na- 
tion promifed  to  Abraham,  to  Ifaac,  and  to  Jacob ;  - 

in 
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in  him  are  perpetuated  the  other  promifcs,  the 
worftiip  of  God,  the  temple,  the  facrifices,  the 
poflefiion  of  the  promifed  land,  which  is  no  lon- 
ger called  any  thing  but  Judea.  Notwithftand- 
ing  their  different  ftates,  the  Jews  remain  ftill  in 
a  r^ular  body  of  a  people,  and  kingdom,  fubjeifb 
to  their  own  laws.  We  fee  ftill  raifed  up  among 
them,  either  kings,  or  magiftrates  and  judges,  un- 
til the  Meffiah  comes :  He  comes,  and  the  king- 
dom of  Judah  by  degrees  falls  into  ruin^  It  is 
utterly  deftroyed,  and  the  Jewifti  people  is  dri- 
ven without  hope  out  of  the  land  of  their  fa- 
thers* 

The  Meffiah  becomes  the  expedation  of  na- 
tions, and  reigns  over  a  new  pcopte. 

But  in  order  to  prefer ve  the^fucceffion  and 
perpetuity,  this  new  people  muft  be  grafted,  (b  to 
|tom.-xi.  17.  Ipeak,  upon  the  former,  and  as  St.  Paul  fays,  the 
wild  olive-tree  into  the  good  olive-tree^  in  order  to 
partake  of  its  root  and  fatnefs.  '  And  fo  it  happen- 
ed, that  the  church,  eftabliftied  firft  among  the 
Jews,  received  at  length  the  Gentiles,  in  order  tQ 
make  with  them  one  tree,  one  body,  one  people, 
aaid  to  render  them  partakers  of  her  grace  and 
promifes. 

What  afterwards  befals  the  unbelieving  Jewa 
tmder  Vefpafian  and  Titus,  no  longer  relates  to 
the  progreffion  of  the  people  of  God.  It  is 
only  a  chaftifing  of  rebels,  who  by  their  infi- 
delity towards  the  Seed  promifed  to  Abraham 
and  Da .  id,  are  no  longer  Jews,  nor  fons  of , 
Abraham,  but  after  the  flefh,  and  renounce  the 
promife,  whereby  all  nations  were  to  b^  blef^ 
fed. 

Thus 
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Thus  that  laft  and  dreadful  defoktion  of  the 
Jews  is   no   nlore   a  tranfportation  like  that  of  • 

Babylon  ;  it  is  not  a  fufpenfion  of  the  govern- 
ment and  ftate  of  God's  people,  or  of  the  fo- 
lemn  fervicc  of  religion  ;  the  new  people,  al- 
ready formed  and  continued  with  the  old  in 
Chrift  Jcfus,  is  not  carried  away  i  they  ex»nd, 
and  fpread  themfelves  abroad  without  interrupti- 
on, from  Jerufalem,  where  they  were  to  have 
their  rife,  to  the  uttermoft  parts  of  he  earth. 
The  Gentiles  incorporated  with  the  Jews  .-be- 
come henceforth  the  true  Jews,  and  the  true 
kingdom  of  Judah,  as  oppofed  to  that  fchif- 
matic  Ifrael,  cut  off  from  the  people  of  God, 
the  true  kingdom  of  David,  by  the  obedience 
they  pay  to  the  laws  and  Gofpel  of  Jesus 
Christ  the  Son  of  David. 

After  the  eftabliftiment  of  this  new  kingdom, 
no  wonder  if  every  thing  goes  to  wreck  in  Ju- 
dea.  The  fecond  temple  was  of  no  more  ufe, 
after  the  Meffiah  had  accomplifhed  in  it  what 
was  martted  out  by  the  prophecies.  That  tem- 
■  pie  had  had  its  promifed  glory,  when  the  defirc 
of  nations  was  come  into  it.  The  vifible  Jeni- 
Jalem  had  done  what  remained  for  her  to  do, 
fince  the  church  had  there  taken  its  rife,  and 
from  thence  was  daily  extending  its  branches  all 
over  the  earth.  Judea  is  now  nothing  peculiar 
to  God,  or  religion,  any  more  than  the  Jews ; 
and  it  is  but  juft  that  in  punifhnient  of  their 
bardnefs  of  heart,  their  ruins  be  difperfed  over 
the  whole  world.  And  this  was  to  be  their  fate 
at  the  time  of  the  Meffiah,  according  to  Ja- 
cob, Daniel,  Zechariah, . and  all  their  prophets:! 
but 
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If.lix.  10,  n.but  as  they  ar^e  one  day  to  return  to  that  Me  A 
jtom.xi.ii,&c.|j^^  whom  they  have  difowned,  ahd  as  the  God 

of  Abraham  hath  not  yet  exhaufted  his  mercies 
towards  the  race,  though  faithlefs,  of  that  pa-.- 
triarch,  he  hath  found:  means,  whereof  there  is 
not  in  the  world  another  inftance,  to  preferve 
the  Jews  out  of  their  country,  and  in  their  de-. 
folation,  even  longer  than  the  nations  that  have 
conquered  them.  There  are  no  more  to  be  feen 
any  remains  either  of  the  ancient  Aflyrians,  an-r 
cient  Medes,  ancient  Pcrfians,  ancient  Greeks, 
or  even  of  the  ancient  Romans.  Every  trace 
of  them  is  loft,  and  they  are  blended  with  other 
nations.  The  Jews,  who  have  been  the  prey 
of  thofe  ancient  nations,  fo  celebrated  in  hiftory, 
have  furvived  them  all  ;  and  God,  by  preferving 
them,  keeps  us  in  expeftation  of  what  he  will 
yet  do  for  the  unhappy  remnant  of  a  people 
once  fo  highly  favoured.  Ho\vever,  their  obfti-t 
nacy  conduces  to  the  falvation  of  the  Gentiles^ 
and  affords  them  the  advantage  of  finding,  in 
unfufpe<5ted  hands,  the  Scriptures,  which  hav^e 
If.  iii.  2, 3.  foretold  Jesus  Christ  and  his  myfteries.  We 
Dan.  XI.  25.    fgg  among  other  things  in  thefe  Scriptures,  both 

Matt.  xxm.        ,      t  i-     1       /•  1        '^r  r    1         t  '1  • ' 

Johnxii.  the  Qlindnels,  and  misrortunes  or  the  Jews,  who 
Afts  xxviii.  {q  carefully  preferve  them.  Thus  are  we  gain- 
*^*  ^*'  ers  by  their  overthrow:  their  infidelity  is  one  of 
the  foundations  of  our  faith;  they,  teach  us  to 
fear  God,  and  are  an  eternal  example  of  the 
judgments  he  executes  upon  his  ungrateful  chil- 
dren, that  we  may  learn  never  to  glory  in  the 
favours  fhewn  to  our  fathers. 

A  myftery  fo  wonderful,  and  fo  ufeful  for  the 
inftrudlion  of  mankind,  deferve§  to  be  well  con^ 

iidered* 
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fidered.     But  we  have  no  need  of  human  dif- 
co.urfes  in  order  to   underftand  it :    the   Holy  . 
Ghoft  has  taken  care  to  explain  it  to  us  by  the 
mouth  of  St.  Paul;  and  I  befeech  you  to  attend  Rom.  xi.  i,*, 
to  what  that  apoftle  has  written  to  the  Romans  ^" 
upon  this  fubjeft. 

After  having  fpoke  of  the  fmall  number  of 
Jews,  who  had  received  the  Gofpel,  and  cff  the 
blindnefs  of  the  reft,  he  enters  into  a  deep  con- 
sideration of  what  was  to  become  of  a  people  , 
honoured  with  fo  many  favours,  and  difcovers  to  ' 
us  at  the  fame  time  the  benefit  we  reap  from 
their  fall,  and  the  fruits  which  their  converfion 
fhall  one  day  produce.  Have  the  Jews  fturfibled^Rom.  xL  it, 
fays  he,  that  they  Jhould  fall?  God  forbid:  butrather^^* 
through  their  fallfalvation  is  come  to  the  Gentiles^  for 
to  provoke  them  to  an  emulation^  that  fhould  make 
them  look  back  into  thqmfelves.  Now  if  the  fall 
vfthem  he  the  riches  of  the  worlds  and  the  diminijhing 
of  them  the  riches  of  the  Gentiles^  who  have  been 
converted  in  fo  great  numhtvs,  how  much  more 
their  fulnefs?  For  tf  the  cafiing  away  of  them  be  the 
reconciling  of  the  worlds  what  fhall  the  receiving  of 
them  be^  but  life  from  the  dead?  For  if  the  firjl  fruit 
be  holy  ^  the  lump  is  alfo  holy:  and  if  the  rodt  be  holy^ 
fo  are  the  branches.  And  iffome  of  the  branches  be 
broken  off^  and  thou^  a  Gentile,  being  a  wild  olive* 
tree^  ijdeft  graffed  in  amongft  them,  and  with  them 
partakeft  of  the  root  and  fatnefs  of  the  olive-tree^  boajl 
h  }t  againjl  the  branches:  but  if  thou  boaft^  thou  bear ejl 
not  the^  root^  but  the  root  thee.  Thou  wilt  fay  then^ 
the  branches  were  broken  off^  that  I  ?night  be  graffed 
in^  Well\  becaiife  of  Unbelief  they  were  broken  offt^ 
and  thouftandejl  by  faith.     Be  not  high-minded^  but 

fear. 
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fear.    For  if  God  fpared  not  the  natural  branches^ 
take  heed  left  he  alfo  /pare  not  thee. 

Who  would    not  tremble    at  hearing   thefe 
words  of  the  apoftle  ?  Can  we  poflibly'  not  be 
alarmed  at  the  vengeance,  which  has  fallen  {a 
many  ages  fo  terribly  upon  the  Jews,  fince  St. 
Paul  Warns  us  fromGod,  that  our  ingratitude  will 
•bring  like  treatment  on  us  ?  But  let  us  hear  the 
fequel  of  this  great  myftery.     The  apoftle  con- 
Rom,  xu  a»,tinues  to  fpeak  to  the  converted  Gentiles.  Behold 
^foU*  therefore^  fays  he,  the  goodnefs  mdfeverity  of  God: 

on  them  which  fell^  feverity :,  but  towards  thee,  good^ 
nefs,  if  thou  continue  in  his  goodnefs :  otherwife  thou 
alfo  fbalt  be  cut  off.  And  they  alfo,  if  they  abide  not 
ftill  in  unbelief  Jhall be graffed  in:  for  God,  who  cut 
them  off,  is  able  to  graff  them  in  xigain.  For  if  thotf 
wert  cut  out  of  the  olive -tree,  which  is  wild  by  nature^ 
and  wert  graffed  contrary  to  nature  into  a  good  olive^ 
tree ;  how  ^nuch  more  fhall  thefe,  which  be  the  natu-^ 
rdl  branches,  be  graffed  into  their  own  olive-tree? 
Here  the  apoftle  rifes  above  all  he  has  been  fay* 
ing,  and  entering  into  the  depths  of  the  caunfels 
of  God,  he  thus  purfues  his  difcourfe.  For  J 
would  not,  brethren,  that  ye  Jhould  be  ignorant  of  this 
myftery  (left  ye  fbcuU  be  wife  in  your  own  conceits) 
that  blindnefs  in  part  is  happened  to  Ifrael,  until  the 
fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  be  come  in.  And  fo  aU  Ifrael 
iL  liic.  40.  fhall  he  fav£d :  as  it  is  written,  There  fhall  come  out  of 
Sion  the  deliverer,  and  fhall  turn  away  ungodlinefs 
» ,  from  Jacob.  For  this  is  my  covenant  unto  them^  wbett 
I  fhall  take  azvay  their  fins. 

This  paflage  of  Ifaiah,  which  St.  Paul   cites 
here  according  to  the  Septuagint,    as;  was   his 

cufton^ 
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cuftom,  becaufe  that  verfion  was  known  over  all 
the  earth,  is  yet  ftronger  in  the  original,  and 
taken  in  its  full  extent.  For  the  prophet  there 
forctels,  firft  of  all,  the  converfion  ot  the  Gen- 
tiles, by  thefe  words  :  They  JhaU  fear  the  name  ofiL  llx.  ij* 
the  Lord  from  the  weft^  and  his  glory  from  the  rifing 
of  the  fun.  Then  under  the  figure  of  a  flood, 
Ifaiah  fees  afar  ofF  the  perfecutions  that  fhall 
promote  the  growth  of  the  church,  Laftly, 
the  Holy  Spirit  informs  him  what  fliall  become 
of  the  Jews,  and  declares  to  him,  that  the  Re-i£.  lix.  io,%u 
deemerfhaU  come  out  of  Zion^  and  unto  them  that 
turn  from  tranfgreffion  in  Jacob.  As  for  me^  this  is 
tny  covenant  with  them^  faith  the  Lord :  my  Sprit 
that  is  upon  thee^  O  prophet,  and  my  words  which 
I  han)e  pit  in  thy  mouthy  fhall  not  depart  out  of  thy 
mouthy  nor  out  of  the  mouth  of  thy  feed^  nor  out  of 
the  mouth  of  thy  feed^s  feed^  faith  the  Lord^  from 
henceforth^  and  for  ever. 

He  ftiews  us  therefore  clearly,  that  after  the 
converfion  of  the  Gentiles,  the  Redeemer,  whom 
Zion  had  refufed  to  know,  and  whom  the  chil- 
dren of  Jacob  had  rejefted,  ftxall  turn  towards 
them,  fliall  blot  out  their  tranfgreffions,  and  re- 
ftore  to  them  the  underftanding  of  the  prophe- 
cies, which  they  had  fo  long  loft,  that  it  may  be 
handed  down  fucceffively  to  all  after  generations, 
and  be  no  more  forgot. 

Thus  the  Jews  fhall  return  one  day,  and  they 
fhall  return,  never  more  to  go  aftray  :  but  they 
fhall  not  return  till  after  both  the  eafi  and  the 
weji^  that  is,  the  whole  world,  fhall  have  been 
filled  with  the  fear  and  knowledge  of  God- . 
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The  Holy  Spirit  difcovers  to  St.  Paul,  that 
that  happy  return  of  the  Jews  ihall  be  the  efteft 
of  the  love  wherewith  God  loved  their  fathers. 
Rom.  xi.  t8.  Wherefore  he  finiihes  thus  his  reafoning  :  u4s 
concerning  the  Gofpcl^  fays  he,  which  we  now 
preach  to  you,  the  Jews  are  enemies  for  your  fake  : 
if  God  hath  caft  them  ou;:,  it  was,  O  Gentiles, 
in  order  to  call  you  :  buS  as  touching  the  ele^ion^ 
whereby  they  were  chofen  from  the  time  of  the 
covenant  fworn  to  Abraham,  they  are  beloved,  for 
the  fathers  fakes.  For  the  gifts  and  calling  of  Gcd 
are  without  repentance.  For  as  ye  in  times  pafl  have 
Tjot  believed  God^  yet  have  now  obtained  mercy 
through  their  unbelief  God  having  been  pleafed 
to  chufe  you  in  their  ftead  :  even  fo  have  the 
Jews  alfo  now  not  believed^  that  through  your  mercy 
they  alfo  may  obtain  mercy.  For  God  hath  concluded 
than  all  in  unbeliefs  that  he  might  have  mercy  upon 
aU^  and  that  all  might  know  the  need  they  have 
of  his  grace.  0  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the 
wifdom  and  knowledge  of  God  I  how  unf ear ch able  are 
his  judgments^  and  his  tvays  pdfi  finding  out\  For  who 
*hath  known  the  mind  of  the  Lord^  or  who  hath  been 
his  counfellor?  Or  who  hath  given  to  him^  anditJhaU 
le  recompenfed  unto  him  again?  For  of  him^  and 
through  him^  and  to  him  are  all  things :  to  whom  be 
glory  for  ever.     Amen. 

This  is  what  St.  Paul  faith  concerning  the 
eleftion  of  the  Jews,  their  fall,  and  return,  and 
at  length  the  converfion  of  the  Gentiles,  who 
are  called  to  fill  their  room,  and  to  bring  them 
back  at  the  end  of  time  to  the  blefling  promifed 
to  thfcir  fathers,  that  is,  to  the  Christ,  whom 
they  have  denied.     That  great  apoftle  ihews  us 

grace 
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grace  paffing  from  one  people  to  another,  to 
keep  all  nations  in  fear  of  lofing  it  •,  and  mani- 
fefts  to  us  its  invincible  power,  in  that  after 
having  converted  the  idolaters,  it  referves,  as 
its  laft  work,  the  convidion  of  the  Jewifh  hard- 
nefs  of  heart  and  perfidy. 

By  this  profound  counfel  of  God  the,  Jew*, 
ftill  fubfift  amongft  the  nations,  wher^  they  are 
fcattered  and'  captive  :  but  they  fubfift  with  the. 
badge  of  their  reprobation,  being  fallen  vifibly, 
through  their  infidelity,  from  the  prpmifes^ 
made  to  their  fathers,  baniftied  the  promifed 
land,  not  even  having  any  land  to  cultivate^ 
flaves  wherever  they  are,  without  honour,  with-  • 
out  liberty,  without  the  h^  for-m  of  a  peo^ 
pie. 

Into  this  ftate?  they  fell  eight  and  thirty  years 
after  they  crucified  Jesus  CjiRisT,  and  after 
fpending  in  the  perfecution  of  his  difciples  thp 
time  that  had  been  allowed  them  to  repent;  But 
while  the  ancient  people  are  caft  out  for  their, 
unbelief,  the  new  people  are  every  day  increafing 
among  the  Gentiles  j  the  c-oven^nt  formerly 
made  with  Abraham  is  extended  according  to^ 
the  promife,  to  all  the  nations  of  the  world,_ 
who  had  forgot  God  >  th^  Chriftian  church- 
calls  all  men  to  her,  and  calm  during  many  ages,, 
amidft  unheard-of  perfecutions,.  (he  fhews  them„ 
that  they  are  by  na  mean^to  expeA  their  felicity 
upon  earth. 

This,  Sir,    was  the  worthieft  fruit  of   the 
knowledge  of  God,  and  the  efi^^dt  of  that  great;- 
bleffing,  which  the  world  was  to  expecfl  in  Jesus.. 
Chi^ist.  It  continued  daily  to  diiFufe  itfelf  fron> 
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family  to  family,  and  from  people  to  people  t 
men  opened  their  eyes  more  and  more  to  a 
fight  of  the  blindnefs,  whereinto  idolatry  had 
plunged  them  ;  and  fpite  of  all  the  Rofhan 
power,  the  Chriftians,  without  revolt,  without 
raifing  any  difturbance,  and  only  by  fuffering  all 
manner  of  inhumanities,  were  feen  to  change 
the  face  of  the  world,  and  extend  themfelves 
^11  oyer  the  globe. 

The  furprifing  fuddenpefs,  with  which  thi^ 
great  change  was  brought  about,  is  a  vifible  mi- 
racle^ Jesus  Christ  had  foretold,  that  his 
Gofpel  ftiould  foon  be  preached  throughout  all 
the  earth  :  that  wonder  was  to  happen  immedi- 

john  viii.»  2$.  ately  after  his  death  •,  and  he  had  feid,  that  when 
be  Jhould  b^  lifted  up  from  the  earthy  that  is,   when 

xii.  3 J.  Jie  fhould  be  nailed  to  the  crofs,  he  would  draw 
all  men  unto  him.  His  apoftles  had  not  yet 
finilhed  their  courfe,     when   St.    Paul    already 

Rofn.  i.  8.  ^old  the  Romans,  ^hat  their  faith  was  fpoken  of 
throughout  the  whole  world.     He  faid  to  the  Co- 

pol.}.5,(5,23.1offians,  that  the  Gofpel  was  heard  by  every  area- 
fure  under  heaven  \  that  it  was  preached^  that  it 
brought  forth  fruity  that  it  was  propagating  in  aH 

Greg.  Naz.     ihe  world.      An  allowed  tradition  informs   us, 

prat.  25.  that  St.  Thomas  carried  it  to  the  Indies,  and 
the  reft  into  other  diftant  countries.  But  we 
have  no  need  of  hiftory  to  confirm  this  truth : 
the  effedl:  itfelf  fpeaks^  and  we  fufficiently  fee^ 
with  how  great  reafon  St.  Paul  applies  to  the 
apoftles,  that  paflage  of  the  Pfalmift,  ^heir  found 
went  into  all  the  earthy  and  their  words  unto  the 
end  of  the  world.  Under  their  difciples,  there 
^as   hardly  anv  country  fo  remote,  pr  fo   un-r 

known. 
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known,  wherp  the  Gofpel  had  not  penetrated. 

An  hundred  years  after  Jesus  Christ,  St.  Juftin  Juft.  Ap.  2,  & 

reckoned  already  among  the  faithful  a  great  ma- ^*^^*  ^'^^' 

ny  favage   nations,    and  even  thofe  vagabond 

people  that  yrandered  up  and  down  in  chariots, 

Vrithout  having  any  fixed  abode.     It  was  by  no 

means  a  vain  exaggeration  y  but  a  certain  and 

notorious  fa6t,  which  he  advanced  in  prefence 

of  the  emperors,    and   in  the  face  of   all  the 

world.     St.  Ireneus  comes  a  little  after,  and  thenlren.L  23. 

we  fee  the  number  of  churches  increafe,  Their 

unity  was  admirable  ;  what  was  believed  in  the 

Gauls,  in  the  Spains,  in  Germany,  was  belifeved 

in  Egypt,  and  in  the  Eaft ;  and  as  ^*  there  was  Ibid, 

^'  but  one  fun   in  the  whole   world,  the  fame 

^*  light  of  truth  ftione  in  the  whole  church  from 

*'  one  end  of  the  earth  to  the  other," 

If  we  advance  but  a  little   farther,  we  fliall 
be  aftoniihed  at  the   progrefs  we  fee.     In  the 
middle  of  the  third    century,    Tertullian   andTertull.  adv, 
Origen  ihew  in  the  church  whole  nations,  who^-^^Q^P^^^* 
a  little  before,    were  not  admitted   within  itSig.inMat.  ' 
Pale.     Thofe  whom  Origen  excepted,  who  were]^^fV  +v!!l 
the  mofl;  remote  of  the  known  world,  at«e  ^d-nl^^i         ' 
mitted  a  little  after  by  Arnobius,     What  could 
the  world  have  feen,  that  it  fhould  furrender  fa 
readily  to  Jesus  Chr.ist  ?    If  it  faw  miracles, 
God  had  a  vifible  hand  in  the  work  ;  and  if  it 
was  poffible  that  it  had  feen  none,  '^  would  it 
^'  not  be  a  new  miracle**  greater  and  more  in-? 
credible  than  thofe  which  men  will  not  believe, 
*^  to  have  conV-erted  the  world  without  a  mira-^ug.  xxi.de 
•'  cle,**  to  have  made  fo  many  of  the  ignorant  *^'  7«»t".j. 
^nter  iqto  fo  high  myfteries,  to  have  infpired 

V  2^    '  fo 
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fo  many  of  the  learned  with  an  humble  fuht 
miffion,  "  and  to  have  pjcrfuaded  unbelievers  of 
>*  fo  many  incredible  things  ?" 

But  the  miracle  of  miracles,  if  I  may  fo 
fpeak,  is,  that  together  with  faith  in  the  myfte-r. 
ries,  the  moft  eminent  virtues,  and  moft  pain- 
ful praftices,  foread  themfelves  oyer  all  the 
earth.  The  dikiples  of  Jesus  Christ  followed 
him  in  the  moft  difficult  paths.  To  end^ire  all 
things  for  the  truthVas  an  ufual  exercife  among 
his  children  i  and  in  order  to  imitate  their  SaiL 
viour,  they  embraced  pains  with  greater  ardous 
than  others  did  pleafures.  'Tis  impoffible  to 
enumerate  the  inftances  of  the  ric|i,  that  made 
themfelves  poor  to  relieve  the  poor  ;  of  the 
poor  that  preferred  poverty  to  riches ;  of  the 
virgins,  that  imitated  upon  earth  the  life  of 
angels ;  or  of  the  charitable  payors,  who  made 
themfelves  all  things  to  all  ynen,  ever  ready  tq 
beftow  upon  their  flocks  not  pnly  their  watch-i 
ings  and  labours,  but  their  very  liv-es.  What 
ihalL  I  (ay  of  the  penitence  and  mortification  ?• 
Judges  do  not  exercife  juftice  more  feverely  oi^ 
a  criminal,  than  did  penitent  finners  upon  them- 
felves. Nay  more,  the  innocent  puniihed  in 
themfelves  with  an  incredible  rigoi^r,  that  ftrong 
propenfity  we  have  to  fia.  The  lifip  of  St.  John 
Baptift,  which  fcemed  fo  furprifina  to  the  Jews,^ 
became  common  among  the  faithful ;  the  de- 
ferts  were  peopled  with  his  imitators,  and  there 
fame  to  be  fo  many  anchorets,  that  the  more 
perfeft  of  them  were  obliged  to  feek  more  pro- 
found foUtudes  :  ^  fo  much  did  people  fly  the 

V^rld, 
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'wgrld^  fo  riiuch  was  reliftied  thie  contemplative 
life;  f 

Such  were  the  pf  ecioiis  fruits^  which  the  gof- 
pel.  was  to  bring  forth;  The  church  is  no  lefs 
rich  in  examples,  than  in  precepts,  and  the  holi- 
nefs  of  her  doftrine  appeared  by  its  producing 
an  infinite  number  of  faints.  God  knowing  that 
the  ftrongeft  virtues  fpring  up  amidft  fufferings, 
jfounded  her  by  martyrdom,  and  kept  her  three 
hundred  years  in  that  ftate,  without  allowing  her 
1^  iingle  moment's  refpite^  After  he  had  mewn 
fey  fo  long  experience,  that  he  flood  in  no  need 
of  human  help,  or  of  earthly  powers,  to  eftabliih 
Jiis  church,  he  called  at  length  the  emperors  into 
Ixer,  and  made  the  great  Conftantine  a  declared 
proteftor  of  Chriftianity*  From  that  time  king^ 
came  into  the  church  from  every  quarter,  and  all 
that  was  written  in  the  prophecies  concerning 
her  future  glory^  was  accomplifhed  before  thd 
eyes  of  the  whole  earth. 

But  if  ftie  hath  been  invincible  againft  all  ef^ 
forts  from  without,  fhe  is  no  lefs  fo  againft  in- 
teftine  divifions*  Thofe  herefies  fb  much  fore- . 
told  by  Jesus  Christ  and  his  apoftlcs  came  ac- 
cordingly to  pafs,  and  the  faith  perfeciited  by  the 
emperors,  fufFered  at  the  fame  time  from  thci 
heretics  a  more  dangerous  perfeciition^  But  this 
laft  never  was  more  Violeht  than  at  the  time  <vhen 
that  of  the  heathens  was  obferved  to  ceafe.  Hell 
exerted  th^n.  its  utmoft  efforts  to  deftroy  that 
church  by  her  own  hand,  which  the  attacks  of^ 
her  declared  enemies  had  ferved  but  to  confirm^ 
Scarce  had  fhe  begun  to  breathe  a  little  through 
the  peace  which  Cohftahtine  afforded  her^'  when 

U  3  behold 
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behold  Arms,'  that  unhappy  prieft,  ftirs  Ker  iip 
greater  troubles  than  fhe  had  ever  met  with* 
Conftantius,  the  ifoa  of  Conftantine,  feduced  by 
the  Arians,  whofe  doArine  he  efpoufes,  harafies' 
the  catholics  through  the  whole  earth,  turning  a 
hew  perfecutor  of  Chriftianityi  and  fo  much  the 
more  formidable,  that  under  the  name  of  Jesus 
,  Christ  he  made  war  upon  Jesus  Christ  him- 
felf.  To  crown  her  misfortunes,  the  church  thus 
divided  falls  into  the  hands  of  Julian  the  apoftate, 
who  fet  ev^ry  engine  at  v/ork  to  deftroy  Chrifti- 
anity,  and  finds  no  means  more  effedual  than  the 
fomenting  of  the  faftions  with  which  it  was  torn* 
After  him  comes  a  Valens^  as  much  attached  to 
the  Arians  as  Conftantius,  but  more  violent^ 
Other  emperors  prote<5l  other  herefies  with  a  like 
fury.  The  church  learns  by  fo  much  experi-* 
ence,  that  Ihe  has  no  lefs  to  fuffer  under  the 
Chriftian,  than  ihe  had  fufFered  under  infidel 
emperors  -,  and  that  fhe  muft  fhed  of  her  blood 
to  defend  iiot  only  the  whdle  body  of  her  doc- 
trine, but  even  every  particular  article.  And 
[  indeed  there  was  not  one  that  fhe  did  not  fee 

attacked  by  her  own  children.  A  thoufand 
fc6ts,  and  herefies  coming  forth  from  her  own 
bofom,.  fet  thernfelvesi  up  againft  her*  .But  if 
Ihe  faw  them  all  arife  according  to  the  predifti- 
ons  of  Jesus  Christ,  Ihe  faw  them  all  alfo  fall 
according  to  his  promifes,  though  oftentimes 
fupported  by  emperors  and  by  kings^  Her  true 
children  were  known^  as  St.  Paul  fays,  by  this 
trials  the  truth. did  but  gain  new  fi;rength  when* 
ever  it  was  contefted,  and  the  church  remained 

iinfhaken« 
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WHILST    I  have    endeavoured  to  fliewVllL  Paitjcn - 
vou  uninterruptedly  the  progreffion  of  the  coun-^^^P?f^*??* 
iels  or  God,  in   the   perpetual  duration  of  his  meht  of  the 
beople,  I  have  been  obliged  to  hurry  over  a-J^^^»  ^Ji^P^ 

t       -"-I  r  -r  n  1-1  "i  n         1       ^   the  Prediction^ 

bundance  of   faces   which  merit   profound  r^-of  Jesus 
flexion.     Allow  nie  therefore   hei-e  to   refumeCHRisr. 
them,  that  you  may  not  lofe  things  of  fo  great 
confequence. 

And  in  the  firft  place,  S I R,  I  muft  beg  of 
you  to  conlider  with  a  more  particular  attention 
the  fall  of  the  Jews^  whereof  every  circum- 
.  ftance  bears  teftimony  to  the  Gofpeh  Thofe 
circumftances  are  explained  to  us  by  ipfidel  au- 
thors, by  Jews,  and  by  Heathens,  who  without 
perceiving  the  train  of  God*s  counfels,  have 
related  to  us  the  important  fads  whereby  he 
hath  been  pleafed  to  declare  It. 

We  have  Jofephus,  a  Jewifli  author,  a  moft 
faithful  hiftorian,  and  very  well  acquainted  with 
the  affairs  of  his  nation,  whofe  antiquities  he  has 
illuftrated  by  an  admirable  work.  He  has  writ-* 
ten  the  laft  war  wherein  it  perifhed,  having  been 
an  eye-witnefs  of  the  whole,  and  having  himfelf 
ferved  his  country  in  it  with  a  confiderable  com- 
Uiand. 

The  Jews  furni&  us  alfo  with  other  very  an- 
cient authors,  whme  teftimonies  you  ftiall  fee^ 

•  They  have  ancient  commentaries  upon  the  books 
of  Scripture,  and  among  others  the  Chaldaic 
paraphrafes,  which  they  print  with  their  bibles. 
They  have  their  book,  which  they  name  Tal- 
mud, that  is,  doftrine,    which  they  regard  no 

•  lefs  than  the  Scripture  itfelf.  It  is  a  coUedion. 
gf  trafts  and  fentences  of  their  dodors  ;  and 

though 
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tfiough  tKe  parts  whereof  that  great  work  is 
'  compofed  be  not  all  of  equal  antiquity,  the  latcft 
authors  quoted  in  it  lived  in  the  earlieft  ages  of 
the  church.  There  amidft  an  infinity  of  im- 
pertinent fables,  which  are  obferved  to  tak€ 
their  rife  for  the  moft  part  after  the  time  of  our 
liOrd,  we  find  fome  beautiful  remains  of  the 
ancient  traditions  of  the  Jewifh  people,  and 
proofs  that  might  ferve  towards  their  con- 
viftion* 

And  firft,  }t  is  certain  frbm  the  confeffion  of  the 
Jews  themfelves,  that  the  divine  vengeance  did 
never  more  terribly,  nor  more  manifeftly  declare 
itfelf  than  in  their  lafl:  defolation* 

It  is  an  allowed  tradition,  attefted  in  their  Tal- 
mud, and  confirmed  by  all  their  rabbins^  that 
forty  years  before  the  deftrUftion  of  Jerufalem, 
which  comes  pretty  near  to  the  time  of  the  death 
of  Jesus  Christ,  ftrange  things  were  continual- 
ly fcen  in  the  temple.  Daily  did  there  appear 
new  prodigies,  infomuch  that  a  famous  rabbin 
R.  Johanam.  cried  out  one  day:  "  O  temple,  temple!  what 
'^  "  Is  It  that  moves  thee^  and  wherefore  doft  thou 
"  make  thyfelf  afraid  ?*' 

What  is  more  noted  than  that  dreadful  noife 
which  was  heard  by  the  priefis  in  the  faildtuary  on 
the  day  of  Pentecoft^  and  that  audible  voice  which 
iffued  forth  from  the  innermoft  part  of  that  la- 
cred  place.  Let  us  go  hence ^  let  us  go  hence  F  The 
holy  angels,  guardians  of  the  temple,  loudly  de- 
clared, that  they  tvere  forfaking  it,  becaufe  God, 
who  had  there  eftablifhed  his  dwelling  during  fo 
many  ages,  had  now  given  it  up  to  reproba- 
tion. 

Jofephus 


Son  of  Zacai. 
Tr.  de  feft 
expiat* 
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Jofephus  and  Tacitus  himfelf  have  both  rela-Jo^<^pJ»-l»^-v>*»- 
ted  this  prodigy.     It  was  perceived  only  by  the^fi.^^>,^ft: 
priefts:  but  here  is  another  prodigy,  which  was  lib.  y.  c  13. 
vifible  to  the  eyes  of  all  the  people,  and  neverjj^^  TJJi,c!i«. 
had  any  other  people  feen  the  like.  "  Four  years 
*'  before  the  war  was  declared,  a  country  man," 
fays  Jofephus,  "  fell  a  crying,  A  voice  is  gone 
out  from  the  eaft,  a  voice  is  gone  out  from  the 
weft,  a  voice  is  gone  out  from  the  four  winds : 
a  voice  againft  Jerufalem  and  againft  the  tem- 
ple, a  voice   againft  bridegrooms  and  againft 
brides,  a  voice  againft  all  the  people."     From 
that  time  he   ceafed  neither  night  nor  day,  cry- 
ing, TVo^  wo  to  Jerufalem !  He  redoubled  his  cries 
on  the  feaft  days.  No  other  word  came  there  out 
of  his  mouth :  thofe  who  pitied  him,  thofe  who 
curfed  him,  thofe  who  gave  him  the  neceflaries 
of  life,  could  none  of  them  ever  get  ought  from 
him  but  that  terrible  fentence,  fFo  to  Jerufaleml 
He  was  feized,  examined,  and  condemned  by  the 
magiftrates  to  be  whipped:  at  every  queftion, 
and  every  lafti,  he  anfwered,  without  ever  once 
complaining,  IVo  to  Jerufaleml  Being  difmifled 
as  a  madman,  he  ran  up  and  down  the  whole 
country,  inceffantly  repeating  his  fad .  prediftion. 
Seven  years  did  he  continue  to  cry  'in  this  man- 
ner, without  relaxation,  yet  without   his  voice 
being  weakened.     At  the  time  of  the  laft  fiege 
of  Jerufalem,  he  ftiut  himfelf  up  in  the  city,  pa- 
trolling indefatigably  round  the  walls,  and  crying 
with  all  his  might,  fVo  to  the  temple!  Wo  to  the 
city!  Wo  to  aU  the  people!  At  laft  he  added,  ^(7 
to  myfelf!  and  at  the  fame  inftant  was  carried  off 
by  ftone  ihotirom  an  engine, 

Would 
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Would  not  one  think,  SIR,  that  the  divine 
vengeance  had  in  a  manner  rendered  itfelf  vifible 
in  this  man,  who  fubfifted  only  to  pronounce  its 
decrees ;  that  it  had  filled  hfm  with  its  power  to 
make  hiln  equal  the  woes  of  the  people  by  his 
cries;  and  that  he  was  at  laft  to  perifli  by  an 
efFeft  of  that  vengeance  he  had  fo  long  denoun- 
ced, in  order  to  render  it  the  more  fenfible  and 
ftriking,  when  he  fliould  be  not  only  the  prophet 
and  witnefs,  but  even  the  viftim  of  it. 

This  prophet  of  the  woes  of  Jerufalem,  w^s 
called  Jesus.  It  feemed  as  if  the  name  of  Jesus^ 
a  name  of  falvation  and  peace,  was  to  prove  a 
fatal  omen  to  the  Jews,  who  had  defpifed  it  in 
the  perfon  of  our  Saviour-,  and  as  thofe  un- 
grateful wretches  had  rejeded  a  Jesus,  who  pro- 
claimed to  them  grace,  mercy,  and  life,  God  fent 
them  another  Jesus,  who  had  nothing  to  pro- 
claim to  them  but  irremediable  calamities,  and 
the  inevitable  decree  of  their  approaching  ruin. 

Let  us  penetrate  a  little  farther  into  the  judg- 
ments of  God,  under  the  guidance  of  his  Scrip- 
tures. Jerufalem  and  its  temple  were  twice 
deftroyed;  once  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  a  fecond 
time  by  Titus.  But  in  each  of  thefe  times  the 
juftice  of  God  declared  itfelf  by  the  fame  me- 
thods, though  more  plainly  in  the  latter. 

The  better  to  underftand  this  order  of  the 
eounfels  of  God,  let  us  lay  down  before  all  things 
this  truth  fo  often  eftablifhed  in  the  facred  pages*, 
that  one  of  the  moft  terrible  effefts  of  the  divine 
vengeance  is,  when  in  punifhment  of  our  paft 
fins,  it  gives  us  up  to  a  reprobate  fenfe,  fo  that 
we  prove  deaf  to  all  its  wife  admonitions,  blind 

to 
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to  the  ways  of  falvation  that  are  pointed  out  to 
uSi  ready  to  believe  every  thing  that  tends  to 
lindo  us,  provided  only  it  flatter  us,  fool-hardy 
enough  to  attempt  any  thing,  without  meafuring 
otir  ttrengfch  with  that  of  the  enemies  w«  pro- 
voke; 

Thus  perillied  the  firft  time  Jerufalenot  and*  Chron. 
her  princes,  under  the  hands  of  Nebuchadnez- *'^'^^**  ^5* 
zar  king  of  Babylon*     Feeble^  and  always  beat 
by  that  vidlorious  prince^  they  had  often  expe- 
rienced that  they  mtide  but  vain  efforts  againft 
him,  and  had  been  obliged  to  fwear  fidelity  to  him* 
The  prophet  Jeremy  declared  to  them  oft  God's 
part,  that  God  himfclf  had  delivered  them  up 
to  that  prince,  and  that  there  was  no  fafety  for 
them,  but  in  fubmitting  to  the  yo^e.     He  fpake 
to  Zedekiah  king  of  Judah,  and  to  all  his  peo- 
ple, faying,  Bring  your  necks  under  the  yoke  of  tbej^^^^tn.  xtvU 
^^^S  ^f  BakfloHy  and  ferve  him  and  his  people^  and^^'  '^* 
Hve,     fVhy  will  ye  die?  wherefore  Jhould  this  city 
he  laid  wajle  ?     They  did  not  give  credit  to  his 
Word*     Whilfl  Nebuchadnezzar  kept  them  clofe- 
ly  blocked  up  by  the  prodigious  works,    with 
which  he  had  encompafled  their  city,  they  fuf-* 
fered  themfelves   to   be  deluded   by  their  falfe 
prophets,    who  buoyed    up  their    minds  with 
imaginary  viftories,  and  told  them  in  the  name 
of  God,  although  God  had  not  fent  them,  /Jer.  xxviii.  i, 
han)e  broken  the  yoke  of  the  king  of  Babylon,   Within  ^*  "*" 
^W  full  years  wiU  I  bring  again  .  into  this  place  all 
the  vefjels  of  the  hordes  houfe^  with  all  the  captives 
*/  Jitdah.     The  people^  feduced  by  thefe  pro-  a  Kings,  xxv« 
niifes,  endured  famine  and  the  hardeft  extremi- 
ties, and  held  out  fo  long  through  their  mad 

refolution^ 
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refolution,  that  there  was  no  more  mercy  for 
them.  The  city  was  overthrown,  the  temple 
was  burned  down,  all  was  deftroyed. 

By  thefe  figns  the  Jews  knew  that  the  hand  of 
God  was  upon  them.  But  that  the  divine  ven- 
geance might  be  as  manifeft  in  the  final  deftruc-^ 
tion  of  Jerufalem,  as  it  had  been  in  the  firft^ 
there  appeared  in  both,  the  fame  feduftion,  the 
fame  temerity,  and  the  fame  hardnefs  of  heart* 

Although  their  rebellion  had  drawn  the  Ro- 
man arms  upon  them,  and  though  they  rafhly 
fhook  off  a  yoke  under  which  the  whole  world 
had  bended,  Titus  was  very  unwilling  to  de- 
ftroy  them  :  on  the  contrary,  he  caufed  feveral 
offers  of  pardon  to  be  made  them,  not  only  in 
the  beginning  of  the  war,  but  even  when  they 
could  no  longer  reafonably  hope  to  efcape,  his 
hands.  He  had  already  raifed  about  Jerufalem 
a  vaft  high  wall,  fortified  with  towers  and  re- 
doubts, as  ftrong  as  the  city  itfelf,  when  he  fent 
to  them  Jofephus  their  fellow-citizen,  one  of 
their  captains,  one  of  their  priefts,  who  had  been 
taken  in  that  war  defending  his  country*  What 
did  he  not  fay  to  move  them  ?  By  how  many 
forcible  arguments  did  he  invite  them  to  return 
t6  their  obedience  ?  He  Ihewed  them  Heaven 
'and  Earth,  confpired  againft  them,  their  de- 
ftruftion  inevitable  in  refiftance^  and  at  the  fame 
time  their  fafety  in  the  clemency  of  Titus* 
jofeph.  vii.  dc'*  S^ve,  faid  he,  the  holy  city,  fave  yourfelvesy 
bcU,  jud.  iv.   ce  {^y^  ^^^  temple  the  tvonder'  of  the  worldy 

"  which  the  Romans  reverence,  and  which  Titus 

^  *•  is  loth  to  deftfoy."     But  how  was  it  poffible 

tS.  iave  people  &>  obftinately  refolved  to,  undo 

theiAfelveif 
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themfelves  ?    Seduced  by  their  falfe  prophets^'    - 
they  hearkened  not  to  thofe  wife  and  falutary 
jovertures.     They  were  reduced  to  the  laft  ex- 
tremity ;  the  famine  killed  more  than  the  war, 
^and  mothers  eat  their  own  children,      Titus, 
touched  with  their  calamities,  took  the  Gods  to 
witnefs,  that  he  was  not  the  caufe  of  their  de- 
ftruftion..     Puring  thefe  miferies,    they  gave 
faith  V  to   the   falfe  prediftions,  which  promifed 
them  the  empire  of  the  world.      Nay  more, 
when  the  city  was  taken,  and   already  on  fire  in 
/every  quarter,  thofe  infatuated  people  ftill  believed  Jofeph.  ibi<L 
the  falfe  prophets,  who  aflured  them,  that  the"* 
jday  of  falvation  was  come,  that  fb  they  might 
hold  out  to  the  laft,  and  that  there  might  be  no 
more  mercy  for  them.     Accordingly  every  thing 
was  maflacred,  the  city  was  utterly  demolifhed, 
and  except  fome  remains  of  towers,  which  Titus 
left  for  a  monument  to  pofterity,  there  remained 
not  one  ftone  upon  another. 

You  fee  then.  Sir,  the  fame  vengeance 
/hewed  upon  Jeriifalem,  that  had  before  appear- 
ed under  Zedekiah.  Titus  is  no  lefs  fent  by 
God  than  Nebuchadnezzar  ;  the  Jews  perifh  in 
the  fame  manner.  We  fee  in  Jerufalem  the  fame 
rebellion,  the  fame  famine,  the  fame  extremi- 
ties, the  fame  ways  of  fafety  open,  the  fame  fe- 
dudlion,  the  fame  hardnefs  of  heart,  the  fame 
fatal  fall ;  and  that  every  circumftance  might 
cxaftly  tally,  the  fecond  temple  is  burned  underibid.  9,  10^ 
Titus  in  the  fame  month,  and  the  fame  day  of 
^he  month,  that  the  firft  had  been  under  Nebu- 
chadnezzar. 

There 
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There  are  however  fome  very  remarkable,  dlft 
ferences  between  the  two  overthrows  of  Jerufa-\ 
lem  and  the  Jews,  but  all  ferve  to  fhew  in  the 
laft  a  juftice  more  fevere  and  more  declared, 
Nebuchadnezzar  caufed  the  temple  to  be  fet 
on  fire :  Titus  left  no  method  untried  for  its 
prefervation,  though  his  counfellors  reprefented 
to  him,  that,  fo  long  as  it  flood,  the  Jews,  wh6 
held  their  deftiny  infeparable  from  it,  would 
jbid,  never  ceafe  to  be  rebels.     But  the  fatal  day  waSt 

come ;  it  was  the  tenth  of  Auguft,  which  had 
already  feen  the  temple  of  Solomon  burned  to 
the  ground,  Notwithftanding  the  prohibitions 
of  Titus  before  both  Romans  and  Jews,  an4 
notwithftanding  the  natural  inclination  of  the 
fgldiers,  which  fhould  have  rather  led  them  to 
plunder  than  confume  fo  much  riches,  a  foldier 
Ibi^t  prompted,  fays  Jofephus,  by  a  divine  impulfe^ 

caufes  his  companions  to  hold  him  up  to  a  win* 
dow,  till  he  fets  fire  to  that  auguft  temple.  Titua 
flies  to  the  place,  and  commands  them  to  hafte, 
and  extinguish  the  fpreading  flame.  It  feizes. 
the  whole  in  an  inftant,  and  that  ftupendou^ 
(Irudlure  is  reduced  to  afhcs, 

But  if  the  obduracy  of  the  Jews  under  Zede- 
kiah,  was  the  moft  terrible  effedl  and  fureft  fign 
of  the  divine  vengeance ;  what  fhall  we  fay  of 
the  hlindnefs  that  was  flagrant  in  Titus's 
time  ? 

In  the  firft  ruin  of  Jerufalem,  the  Jews  were  at 

leaft  in  good  underftanding  amongft  themfelves  3^ 

•  in  the  1^,  Jerufalem  befieged  by  the  Romans, 

jofcph.lib.  vi.was  tom    by  three  oppofite    factions.     If  the 

^'^•'  hatred  they  all  bore  ^he  Romans  went  even  to 

fury. 
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fury,  they  were  no  lefs  cruelly  exafperated  againft 
x)ne  another ;  tl;ie  conflifts  without  coft  the  Jews 
Jefs  blood  than  thofe  wlthhi.  The  next  moment 
after  fuftaining  aflaults  from  the  foreign  enemy^ 
the  citizens  recommenced  their  inteftine  war; 
violence  and  robbery  reigned  through  the  whole 
jcity.  When  it  was  periftiing,  when  it  was  now 
but  one  great  field  covered  with  dead  bodies,  the 
heads  of  the  fadions  difputed  the  command  In 
it.  Was  not  this  an  ipiage  of  hell,  where  the 
damned  hate  one  another  no  lefs  than  they  hate 
the  devils  their  common  enemies,  and  where 
.every  thing  is  full  of  pride,  confufion,  and. 
rage? 

X^et  us  then  confefs,  S  i  r,  that  the  juftice^  - 
which  God  executed  upon  the  Jews  by  Nebu-r 
chadnezzar,  was  but  a  ftiadow  of  that,  whereof 
Titus  was, the  minifter.  What  city  hath  ever 
loft  eleven  hundred  thoufand  men  in  feven  months 
time,  and  that  in  one  iingle  fiege  ?  So  many  Jew3 
fell  in  the  laft  fiege  of  Jerufalem.  They  had 
fufFered  nothing  like  it  from  the  Chaldeans, 
Under  them  their  captivity  lafted  but  feventy 
years :  thefe  feventeen  hundred  years  have  they 
been  flaves  all  over  the  world,  nor  do  they  yet 
find  any  mitigation  of  their  flavery. 

We  need  no  longer  wonder  if  Titus,  when  re-r 
turned  victorious  from  the  taking  of  Jerufalem, 
would  not  receive  the  congratulatory  compli-. 
ments  of  the  neighbouring  nations,  nor  the 
.crowns  they  fent  him  in  honour  of  his  victory ,. 
So  many  memorable  circumftances,  the  wrath  of 
God  fo  exprefs,  and  his  hand,  which  he  yet  faw 
before  hi^  eyes,  kept  him  in  a  profound  aftoniih-. 

ment ; 

•  *        \ 
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ment:  and  it  was  this  made  him  fay  what  you 
have  heard,  that  he  was  not  the  conqueror,  but 
only  the  weak  Inftrument  of  the  divine  ven- 
geance. 

He  knew  not  the  whole  fecret  of  it  j  the  hour 
was  not  yet  come,  when  the  emperors  were  to 
acknowledge  Jesus  Christ.  This  was  the  time 
of  the  humiliation  and  perfecution  of  the  church. 
Wherefore  Titus,  enlightened  enough  to  know 
that  Judea  periftied  by  a  manifeft  eiFeft  of  the 
juftice  of  God,  knew  not  the  crime  which  God 
had  thought  fit  to  punifh  fo  terribly.  It  was  the 
.moft  heinous  of  all  crimes,  a  crime  till  then  un- 
heard of,  namely,  Deicide,  which  therefore  gave 
occafion  to  a  vengeance,  whereof  the  world  had 
feen  no  precedent. 

But  if  we  open  our  eyes  a  little,  and  confider 
the  courfe  of  things,  neither  that  crime  of  the 
Jews,  nor  its  punifhment,  can  remain  hid  from 
us. 

Let  us  remember  only  what  Jesus  Christ 

Matt.xxiv.  I, had  foretold  them.     He  had  foretold  the  utter 

Mark  XI       ^^^^  ^^  Jerufalem,    and  of  the   temple.  There 

a.  *  '  Jhall  not  be  left^  faith  he,  one  ftone  upon  another^ 

Luke  XXI.  5, 6.  He  had,  forerold  the  manner,  how  that  ungrate-^ 

ful   city  fhould  be   befieged,  and  the   dreadful 

circumvallation  that  was  to  encompafs  it :  he 

had  foretold  that  terrible  famine,  which  was  to 

devour  its  inhabitants  \  nor   had  he  forgot  the 

falfe  prophets,  by  whom  they  were  to  be  fedu- 

ced.     He  had  warned  the  Jews,  that  the  time 

of  their  calamity  was  at  hand  :  He  had  given 

certain  figns,  which   were  to  mark  the  precife 

hpur  of  it.     He  had  laid  open,  to  them  the  long 

feriea 
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fcries  of  crimes,  which  were  to  draw  filch  pu- 
nifliments  upon  them :  In  a  word,  he  had  traced 
the  whole  hiftory  of  the  fiege  and  defolation  of 
Jerafalem. 

And  pleafe.  Sir,  to  obferve,  that  he  made 
them  all  thefe  predictions  towards  the  time 
of  his  paffion,  that  fo  they  might  the  better 
know  the  caufe  of  all  their  miferies.  His  paf- 
Son  drew  nigh,  when  he  faid  to  them :  Behold  /Mat.  xxlil^ 
faid  unto  yoti  prophets^  and  %mfi  men^  andfcribes  ;l+>^^^ 
and  fome  of  them  ye  JhaU  kill  and  crucify  ;  andfome 
$f  them  JhaU  ye  fcourge  in  your  fynagogues^  and  per^ 
pcute  them  from  city  to  city :  ^h(U  upoH  you  may 
come  aU  the  righteous  hloodjhed  upon  the  earthy  from 
the  hlood  of  righteous  jihel  unto  the  blood  of  Zacba- 
rias^  fan  of  Barachias^  -whom  ye  flew  between  the 
temple  and  the  altar  ^  Verily  I  fay  unto  you^  aU  thefe 
tubings  JbaU  come  upon  this  generation.  OJerufa-- 
Urn  J  Jerufalemy  th$u  that  kiUeft  the  prophets^  and 
fimeji  them  which  are  fent  unto  thee^  how  often 
Wiuld  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together^  even  as 
a  hen  gatheretb  her  chickens  under  her  wings  j  and 
ye  wotdd  not  I  Behold^  your  houfi  is  left  mto  you 
defolate. 

Such  is  the  hiftory  of  the  Jews  !  they  per* 
fecuted  their  Meffiah,  both  in  his  perfon,  and 
in  that  of  his  followers  :  they  ftirred  up  the 
whole  world  againft  his  difciples,  and  allowed 
tiiem  no  reft  in  any  city :  they  armed  the  Ro-  . 
mans  and  Emperors  againft  the  infant  chtirch : 
they  ftoned  St.  Stephen,  killed  the  two  James's^ 
whofe  fanftity  rendered  them  venerable  even 
among  them,  flew  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul  with 
the  fword,  and  by  the  hands  of  the  Gentiles. 

X  They 


3o6  tjNlVERSAL    HISTORY. 

They  nfceds  iriuft  perifli.  So  much  blood  mingled 
with  that  of  the  prophets,  whom  they  have 
maffactedj  cries  to  God  for  vengeance  j  Their 
houfes  and  their  city  Jhall  he  defolate  :  Their  defol^ 
ktion  fkall  be  no  lefs  than  thfeir  wickednefs  : 
Mat.  ixiv.  Jesus  Christ  forewarns  them  of  it.  The  time 
h\  \  ...  is  at  hand  :  This  'generation  fiall  not  pafs  till  all 
tbeje  tmngs  befuljiUed'^  and  agam.  This  generation 
Jhall  not  pafs  till  all  thefe  things  be  done-,  that 
is,  that  the  men  then  living  were  to  be  witnefles 
of  them. 

But  let  us  hear  the  feries  of  our  Saviour's 
^rediiftions*  As  he  made  his  entry  into  Jerufa- 
lem  fome  days  before  his  death,  touched  with 
the  calamities  it  was  to  bring  upon  that  wretch- 
tuke XIX.  4Jjed  City^  he  wept  over  it :  Ah!  fay^  he,  unhap- 
py  city,  if  thou  hadft  known^  even  tbou^  at  leaft  in 
this  thy  day^  that  is  yet  allowed  thee  to  repent, 
the.  things  which  belong  unto  t})y  peace  !  hut  now 
they  are  hid  frcm  thine  eyes,  Fo/  the  days  Jhall 
come  upon  thee^  that  thine  enefnies  fhaU  caji  a  trench 
about  thee^  and  compafs  thee  rounds  and  keep  thee  in 
on  every  frde^  andfhalllay  thee  even  with  thegroundy 
and  thy  children  within  thee  :  and  they  Jhall  not  leave 
in  thee  cmejipn^  upon  dmther  :  hicaufe  thou  knewefi 
'  not  the  time  of  thy  vifitation. 

This  was  intimating  clearly  enough  both  the 
manner  of  the  fiege,  and  the  final  efFeds  of  the 
^  vengeance*     But  Jesus  muft  not  go  to  executi- 
on without  denouncing  to  Jerufalem,  how  dearly 
it  fhould  one  day  pay  for  th^  unworthy  treat- 
ment it  was  giving  him.     As.  he  went  to  Caval- 
tukexxHi.i?,  ry,  bearing  his  crofs  upon  his  flioulders,  there 
^^'  followed  him  a  great  company  of  people^  and  of  wo^ 
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fff^y  which  alfo  bewailed  and  lamented  him.     But 

yefus  turning  Unto  thern^  /aid :  Daughters  of  Jeru^^ 

falem^  weep  not  for  me^  hut  weep  for  your f elves ^  and 

for  your  children.     For  behold^  the  days  are  coming;, 

in  which  they  fhallfay^  Bleffed  are  the  barren^  and 

the  wombs  that  never  bare^  and  the  paps  which  Hever 

gave  fuck,     ^henfhall  they  begin  to  fay  to  the  moun-^ 

tains  y  fail  on  us  \  and  to  the  hills ^  cover  us^     For  if 

they  do  thefe  things  in  a  green  tree^  what  fhall  be 

done  in  the  dry  f     If   the  innocent^  if  the  juit 

one  fufFer  fo  rigorous  a  punifhment,  what  are 

the  guilty  to  expeft  ? 

'    Did  ever  Jeremiah  more  bitterly  larAcnt  thd 

deftrudtion  of  the  Jews  ?  What  ftronger  expref-  / 

fions  Gould  the  Saviour  make  ufe  o(  to  paint  to 

them  their  mifery  and  defplair,  and  that  dreadful 

famine  *  fatal  td  children,  and  fatal  to  mdthersj 

who   faw  their  breafts  dri^d  up,  who  had  no 

longer   any  thing  but  tears  to   give  th^ir  chil* 

dren,  and  who  eat  the  fruit  of  their  wombs  ? 

Such  are  the  prediftions  he  made  to  all  the       tx; 
people.     Thofe   he  made  in   particular  to  his^^^  »»*:'"?^*'' 
difciples   deferve  ftill  greater  attention;      Theyofoun:,ordex! 
ire  contained  in  that  long  and  admirable   dif*  plained,  and 
courfe,  wherein  he  joins  together  the  deftfual-^^f^^^^^^^")" 
on    of   Jerufalem    and     that  of    th^    world. vinced  from 
This  connexion  is  not  without  myftery,  the  de-^^**^n^- 
fign  of  which  was  this. 

Jerufalem,  the  bleffed  city^  which  the  Lord 
had  chofen,  fo  long  as  it  continued  in  the  cove- 
nant^ and  in  the  faith  of  the  promifcs,  was  a 
type  of  the  church,  and  figure  of  heaven^  where  . 
God  manifefts  himfelf  to  his  children.  For  this 
feafon  do  we  frequently  fee  the  prophets  join  in 
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l!he  progrefe  of  the  fame  difcourfe,  what  con- 
cerns Jerufdetti,  with  what  concerns  the  church 
ftnd  the  celeftial  glory.  This  is  one  of  the  fecrets 
of  the  prophecies^  and  one  of  the  keys  which 
open  the  meaning  of  them,  j  But  Jerufalem,  rc- 
prdbate  and  ungrateful  towards  its  Saviour,  was 
to  be  tht  image  of  hellJf  Its  perfidious  inhabit- 
tants  were  to  reprefent  the  damned;  and  the 
terrible  Judgment  which  Jesus  Christ  was  to 
execute'  upon  them,  was  a  type  of  that,  which  he 
fliall  e^cecute  upon  the  whole  world,  when  he 
Ihall  come  at  the  end  of  time  in  his  glorious  ma- 
jefty  to  judge  the  quick  and  the  dead.  It  is  a 
cuftom  in  Scripture,  and  one  of  the  means  it 
makes  ufe  of  to  imprint  myfteries  upon  the 
Inind,^  to  interweave  for  our  inftruftion  the  type 
l^^ith  the  truth.  Thus  our  Lord  hath  interwoven 
the  hiftoiy  of  Jerufalem  deftroyed  with  that  of 
the  end  ot  the  world,  ad  appears  in  the  difcourfe 
we  are  fpeakittg  of. 

Let  lis  not  however^  imagine  that  thefe  fob- 
jefts  ^re  fo  bleftded,  that  we  cannot  difcern  what 
belongs  to  either.  Jesus  Christ  hath  diftin* 
guifhed  them  by  certain  charafters,  which  I 
could  eafily  fpecify,  were  it  a  tKing  in  queftton. 
But  His  fufllcient  for  me  to  explain  to  you,  what 
concerns  the  defolation  of  Jenifalem  and  die 
Jewsy 

,  When  the  apofUes  (at  the  time  of  the  pdSon 
too)  aflembled  round  their  mafter,  were  fhewing 
'him  the  temple^  and  the  buildings  about  it; 
Luke  xxi.  5,  i.  when  they  were  admiring  its  ftones,  its  regularity, 
its  bfeauty,  its  folidity;  he  faith  unto  ihemyfeeye 
thefe  great  buildings!  there  JhaU  not  he  left  oneftone 

upon 
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$^n  another  tbatJhaU  not  he  thrown  ^iovm.  Afto<- 
nifhed  ftt  the  ftying*  they  aik  him  the  time  when 
fo  terrible  an  eveait  fliould  be  ?  He,  who  had  no 
mind  to  have  them  furprifed  in  Jerufalem,  whoa 
it  fliould  be  facked  (for  he  was  willing  that  there  . 
(hould  be  in  the  facking  of  that  city  an  image  of 
the  final  reparation  of  the  good  from  the  evil) 
began  to  relate  to  them  all  the  caJt^s^mities  as  they 
were  to  happen  pne  after  another, 

Firft,  hQ  fliews   them  famines  and  feftUenceslMAt.  xxW.  (I« 
Oiul  earthquakes  in  divers  ^es\  and  hiftory  bears7« 
teftiniony,  that  thefe  things  had  never  been  more 
frequent,  nor  more  remarkable,  than  they  werp 
in  thofe  times.     He  adds,  that  there  fhould  b« 
through  the  whole  world  troubles^  marsy  and  Yu-M^A  xiU.  7, 
mours  of  wars:,  that  mstionjhotdd  rife  (igainfi  W^^??^Lukc  xi 
and  that  all  the  earth  fliould  be  in  a  ferm€nt,jo,u,  '*** 
Could  he  better  reprefent  to  us  the  laft  years  of 
Nero,  when  the  whole  Roman  empire,  that  iSj^ 
the  whole  world,  fo  peaceful  ever  fince  the  vic- 
tory of  Auguftus,  and  under  the  power  of  th^ 
emperors,  began  to  totter ;  and  when  the  Gauls, 
the  Spaniards,  all  the  kingdoms,  whereof  the  emr. 
pire  was  compofed,  arofc  in  commotion  at  once  3. 
wjien  four  emperors  fet  themfelves  up  almoft  s|t  the 
£(me  timeagainft  Nero,  and  againftone  another  j^ 
when  the  Prietorian  Cohorts,  the  armies  of  Syria^ 
Germany ,and  all  thereft  that  were  fpi»ead  bothovei* 
jeaft  and  weft,  fell  foul  upon  each  other,  and  tra-. 
•verfed  under  the  condud  of  their  empeiiorsj^  from 
.one  end  of  the  world  to  the  other,  in  order  to  de-. 
cide  their  quarr^s  by  bloody  battles  ?  Thefe  are 
great  evils,  faith  the  Son  of  God;  but  theendjhall^^^*  wv.  a 
not  bey^t.     The  Jews  ftiall  fufFer  lik^  th$  reft  in** 
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Maik  xiii.  7, that  general  commotion  of  the  world-,  but  there 

fhall  come  upon  them  foon  after  more  peculiar 

Lukexxi.  9.    czi3,mitics^  and  ihefe ^all  be  but  the   beginning  of 

»     their  forrowj} 
Mat.  3CX1V.  9.      He  adds,  that  his  church,  conftantly  afflicffced 

Sxxi!'i2.  fr^!^  ^^\  fi^ft  eftabliftiment,  fhould  find  perfe. 
cution  kindled  againft  her  more  violent  than 
ever,  during  thofe  times.  You  have  feen  that 
Nero,  in  his*  latter  years,  attempted  the  deftrucn 
tion  of  the  Chriftians,  and  caufed  St.  Peter  and 
St.  Paul  to  be  put  to  death.  This  perfecution 
excited  by  the  jealoufy  and  violence  of  the 
Jews,  haftened  their  deftruAion,  but  did  not 
yet  afcertain  the  precife  time. 

The  coming  of  falfe  Christs  and  falfe  pro- 
phets feemed  to  be  a  nearer  ftep  towards  uttec 
ruin  :  for  the  ufu^l  fate  of  thofe^  who  r^fufe  to 
1     lend  ear  to  the  truth,  is  to  be  hurried  on  their 
deftruftion  by  deluding  prophets.  Jesus  Christ 
does  not  conceal  from  his  apoftles,  that  this  mif- 
M^xxiv. ii,fprtune  fliould  befal  the  jews.     Matr^  fa^e pro- 
M  k  ••      i phet 5  Jhall  rife^  and  JhnU  deceive  many.     And  again, 
23.     ^*"'    \  Beware  of  falfe  Christs  and  of  falfe  prophets! 
l-wke  xxi.  8.        Let  it  not  be  faid,  that  this  was  a  thing  eafy 
to  be  guefled  at  by  one  who  knew  the  hUmour 
of  the  nation  :  for  on  the  contrary  I  have  fhewed 
you,  that  the  JeWs,  fcandalized  at  their  feducers, 
who  had  fo  often  caufed  their  ruin,  and  efpecially 
in  the   time  of  Zedekiah,  had  fo  entirely  loft 
conceit  of  them,  that  they  would  hearken  to 
them  no  more.     Upwards  of  five  hundred  years 
pafled  without .  any  falfe  prophet  appearing  in 
Jerufalem.      But    Hell   which    infpires-  thcin, 
roufed  itfelf  at  the  coming  of  Jesus  Christ  \ 
-     ^  and 
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and  God,  whd  cheeks  deceiving  fpirits  as  he 

pieafes,  now  gave  them  loofe  reins,  in  order  to 

fend  at  the  fame  time  that  puniftiment  to  the 

Jews,    and    that  trial    to    his    faithful  people. 

Never  did  there  appear  fo  many  falfe  prophets,  . 

as   in   the  times  that  flicceeded   the    death  oif 

our  Lord  ;    efpecially  during  the  Jewifh  war, 

and  under  the  reign  of  Nero,  who  commenced 

it.     Jofephus  ftiews  us  an  infinity  of  thefe  im-jofeph.  Ant, 

poftors,  who  drew  the  people  to  the  wildernefsj?^-  6.BeU. 

oy  vain    inchantments   and   magic    arts,    pro-     '    '    ^ 

mifing  them  a  fpeedy  and  miraculous  deliverance.  • 

'Tis  alfo  for  this  reafon  that  the  defert  was  fpe-Mat.xxiv.ji^, 

cified  in  the  prediftions  of  our  Lord,  as  on.e 

of  the  places  that  ftiould  hide  thofe  falfe  deliver 

rers,  whom  you  have  feen  draw  the  people  in  the 

end  into  utter  ruin.     You  may  believe  that  the  ' 

name  of  Christ,  without  which  there  was  no 

pcrfedl  deliverance  for  the  Jews,  was  interwoven 

in  thofe  imaginary,  promifts,  and  you  will  fee  ir^  • 

the  fequel  reafon  to  be  convinced  of  it. 

Judea  was  not  the  only  province  expofed  to- 
thofe  dclufions.      They  were  common  in   the . 
whole   empire.       There  is   not  any  one  time 
wherein  hiftory  difcovers  to  us  a  greater  num- 
ber of  thofe  impoftors,  who  pretend  to  foretel 
things  to  come,  and  deceive  the  people  by  thein 
inchantments.     A   Simon  Magus,  an  Elymas, 
an  ApoUonius  Thyaneus,  and  an  infinite  number 
of  other  forcercrs  mentioned  both  in  facred  and* 
profane  hiftory,  arofc  during  that  age,  in  which 
hell  feemed  to  exert  its  laft  eflForts  to  fupport  its^ 
tottering  empire.      And  therefore  it  is,    that    . 
Jesus  Christ  obferves  at  this  time,  efpecially 

..anions; 
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among  the  Jews^  t}Mit  prodi^ou»  miitib^  of 
falfe  prophets.  Whoever  will  narrowly.conikler 
what  he  (ays,  wDl  fee,  that  they  lA^re  to  mul- 
tiply both  before  and  after  the  deftrudion  of 
Jerufalem,  but  chiefly  about  thofe  times ;  and 
that  it  (hould  be  tliten  that  fedu^lion,  ftrengthen*' 
ed  by  Mk  miracles  and  falfe  doArineS,  mould 
2^^^  3j^;^^  J.  be  at  once  fo  fubtle  and  fo  powerful,  that  ibe 
Ma^kxiii.  %i.very  eleSly  if  pffibk^  Jhould  be  decei*oed  by  H. 

I  do  not  fay,  that  at  the  end  of  the  world 
there  is  not  alio  to  happen  fomething  <^  like 
nature,  and  even  more  dangerous  ;  fitice  we 
have  but  juft  fcen,  that  the  tranfadtsons  in  Jem- 
falem,  are  a  manifeft  type  of  the  latter  times  : 
but  certain  it  is,  that  Jesus  Christ  hath  grren 
us  this  fedudtion,  as  one  of  the  fenfible  effeds 
of  the  wrath  of  God  upon  the  Jews,  a«nd  as 
one  of  the  fighs  of  their  deftrudion.  The  event 
has  juftified  his  prophecy  :  every  thing  is  here 
attefted  by  undeniable  proofs.  We  read  the 
predidion  of  their  errors  in  the  Gofpel :  we  fee 
the  accompliihment  of  it  in  their  hiftories,  ahd 
particularly  in  that  of  JofephiKs. 

After  Jesus  Chuist  had  foretold  thcfetl 
purfuant  to  the  defign  he  had  to  deliver  his  fol- 
lowers from  the  calamities  wherewith  Jerufalm 
was  threatened,  he  comes  to  the  nearer  fign®  of 
the  uttcir  defolation  of  that  city^ 
,  God  vouchfafe$  not  always  tb  his  eleft  foch 
tokens.  In  thofe  terrible  punifhments  which 
make  his  power  to  be  felt  by  whole  nations,  he 
often  fmites  the  righteous  with  the  guilty  :  for 
he  has  better  ways  of  diftiftguiihing  them,  than 
D^f;*^|f  ^""^'-thofe  that  are  obvious  to  oar  fcides.    The  fame 

ftrokes 
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ftrdces  iitsit  bmife  the  ckaflF  feparate  the  good 
grain  ;  gold  is  refined  in  the  fame  fire  wherein 
die  chaiF  is  confumed ;   and  under  the .  fame 
chaftifcments,  whereby  the  wicked  are  extermi- 
nated,   the  faithjfu]    receive    new    degrees    6£ 
purity.  But  in  the  deibktion  of  Jerufalcna,  that 
the   image    of   the   laft  judgment    might  be 
the  more  exprefs,    and  dhe  divine  vengeance 
more    remarkable  upon    the    unbdievers,    he 
would  not  that  the  Jews,  who  had  received  the 
Goipel,  fhoukl  be  confounded  with  the  reft  $  and 
Jesus  Christ  gave  his  diiciples  certain  figna 
whereby  they  might  know,  when  it  ihcruld  be 
time  to  get  out  of  that  reprobate  ehy.     He 
founded  his  inftrudions,  according  to  his  cus- 
tom, upon  the  ancient  prophecies,  whereof  he 
was  the  interpreter,  as  well  as  the  end;  and  re- 
fleAing  on  the  paffage,  wherein  the  final  ruin    " 
of  Jerufalem  was  fo  clearly  ftiewn  to  Daniel,  he 
faid,  Jt^hen ye  Jhall  fee  the  abomination  of  def(d^i(mM9t.xxiv.\si 
fpoken  of  by^  Daniel  the  prophet^  Jiand  in  the  A^^M^kxiii.  h- 
place  (wbofo  readeth  let  him  under/land)  or  as  St,^^^  .  ix.  »  , 
Mark  hath  it,  in  the  place  where  it  ought  not ; 
then  let  them  that  be  in  Judea  flee  to  the  moun- 
tmns.     St.  Luke  relates  the  fame  thing  in  other 
words :  Whm  yefhallfee  Jerufalem  compaffed,  withUiU  xxL  2<h 
armies^    then  know^  that  the  defolation  tbereef  is^^' 
nigh :  then  let  them^  which  are  in  Judea^  flee  to  the 
fnountains. 

One  Evangelift  explains  another,  and  by  com- 
paring thefe  pafTages  together,  it  is  eafy  to  un- 
derftand,  that  that  abomination  foretold  by 
Daniel,  is  the  fame  thing  with  the  armies  en- 
compaffing  Jerufalem.    The  holy  fathers  haveorig.  xr.  z?. 

^in  Mat.  Aug. 
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Ep.  80.  a4  fo  underftood  it,  and  reafon  convinces  us  that  it 
^^^  '  is  fo.  The  Word  abomination,  in  facred  ftyle, 
jfignifies  idol :  and  who  does  not  know  that  the~ 
Roman  armies  bore  in  their  enfigns  the  images 
of  their  Gods,  and  of  their  Cefars,  who  were 
more  reverenced  than  all  their  Gods  together. 
Thefe  enfigns  were  to  the  foldiers  an  objeft  of 
worfliip ;  and  becaufe  idols,  according  to  the 
commands  of  God,  were  never  to  appear  in 
the  Holy  Land,  the  Roman  enfigns  were  baniih-r 
ed  from  it.  And  therefore  we  find  in  hiftory,^ 
that  (o  long  as  the  Romans  retained  any  degree 
of  regard  for  the  Jews,  they  never  difplayed 
their  banners  in  Judea.  It  was  on  this  account, 
that  Vitellius,  when  he  pafled  into  that  pro-r 
vince  in  order  to  carry  the  war  into  Arabia,^ 
Jof^.  Ant.  caufed  his  troops  to  march  without  enfigns ; .  the 
xviii.  c.  7.  Jewifli  religion  was  ftill  had  in  reverence,  and 
even  the  enemies  of  the  Jews  would  by  no 
means  force  that  people  to  fuflfer  things  Co  con-, 
trary  to  their  law.  But  in  the  time  of  the  laft 
Jewifli  war,  we  may  well  believe  that  the  Ro- 
mans did  not  fpare  a  people,  whom  they  were  re- 
folved  to  extirpate.  Accordingly,  when  Jeru- 
felem  was  befieged,  it  was  encompaffed  with  as 
many  idols  as  there  were  imperial  enfigns ;  and 
the  abomination  never  appeared  fo  niuch  where 
it  ought  noty  that' is,  in  the  Holy  Land,  and  round 
about  the  temple. 

Is  this  then,  will  it  be  faid,   that  great  fign 
which  Jesus  Christ  was,  to  give?  Was  it  time 
to  *fly,  when  Titus  b^fieiged  J^rqfalem,  and  fo  -, 
clofely  blocked  up  its  avenues,  that  there  was  nq 
more  any  poffibility  of  efpaping?  Here  lies  the 
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wonder  of  the  prophecy,     Jerufalem  was  twice 
befieged  in  thofe  days:  thefirft  time  by  Ceftius,joftph,  ii,  d^ 
governor  of  Syria,  in  the  68  th  year  of  our  Lordj^*^*^-  ^li'iaL 
the  fecond,  by  Titus,  four  years  after,  that  is,  inviVm, 
the  y^ar  72.  In  the  laft  fiege  there  was  no  pofli- 
bility  of  fleeing  •,  Titus  waged  the  war  too  hotly 
for  that :  he  furprifed  the  whole  nation  aflembled 
in  Jerufalem,  at  the  feaft  of  the  paflbver,  with- 
out fuffering  a  foul  to  efcape ;  and  that  dreadful 
circumvallation  which  he  drew  round  the  city,, 
left  no  more  any  hope  to  its  inhabitants.     But jofeph.  fib,  5, 
there  was  nothing  like  this  in  the  fiege  of  Cef-<r-  *3>  H* 
tins ;  he  lay  encamped  50  furlongs,  that  is,  fix 
miles  from  Jerufalem.     His  army  was  fpread  all 
around,  but  without  making  any  intrenchments  j 
and  he  condufted  the  war  fo  negligently,  that  he 
miflled  the  opportunity  of  taking  the  city,  when 
terror,  fedition,  and  even  intelligence  opened  the 
gates  to  him,     At  this  junfture,  fo  far  was  a  re- 
treat from  being  imprafticable,  that  hiftory  ex-jt)fepii.  ibid, 
prefsly  notes,  that  many  Jews  did  retire.     It  was 
then  therefore  they  fhould  have  gone  out;  and 
this  was  the  fignal  the  Son  of  God  gave  to  his 
followers.     So  likewife  did  he  moft  plainly  dif- 
tinguifh  the  two  fieges :  the  one,  wherein  the  cityLxikt  xix.  43, 
Jhould  he  compajfed  round  with  trenches  and  towers  5 
then  there  fliould  be  nothing  but  death  for   all 
who  were  fhut  up  in  it :  the  .other,  wherein  it 

fhould  be  only  d:(?;72^^J  W/V/&  ^^r;wl>J,  and  rather  Luke  xxi.  20, 
inveflied  than  befieged  in  form;  then  was  it,  they^^' 
were  to  flee  to  the  mountains. 

The   Chriftians  obeyed  their  Matter's  voice. 
Though  there  were  thoufands  in  Jerufalem  andEufeb.iH.Hif^. 
Judea,  we  read,  neither  in  Jofephus,  nor  in  any^y^'^^^-^pipb. 


•^laer.  vii.  Na- 


5i6  UNIVERSAL    HISTORY. 

^^'I^&^'  ^^of  the  <^er  hiftories,  that  there  was  one  found 
^^  in  the  city,  when  it  was  taken.  On  die  contrary, 

it  is  certain,  from  ecclefiaftical  hiflory,  and  ail  the 
monuments  of  our  forefathers,  that  they  retreat- 
ed to  the  little  city  Pella,  in  a  mountainous  coun« 
try,  not  far  from  the  wildemefs,  on  the  confines 
of  Judea  and  Arabia. 

Frt)m  this  we  may  be  fenfible,  how  prectfely 
they  had  been  warned ;  nor  is  there  any  thing 
more  remarkable  than  that  feparation  of  the 
unbelieving  Jews  from  the  Jews  converted  to 
Ghriftianity :  the  former  having  flayed  in  Jeru^ 
falem,  there  to  undergo  the  punifhment  of  their 
infidelity;  and  the  latter  having  retreated,  as 
did  Lot  out  of  Sodom,  into  a  little  city,  where 
they  beheld  with  trembHng  the  eShSts  df  the  di- 
vine vengeance,  from  which  God  had  been 
pleafed  to  fecure  them. 

Beitdes  the  prediAions  of  Jesits  Christ, 
there  were  prediftions  of  many  of  his  difciples  ; 
among  others,  thofe  of  St.  Peter  iand  St.  Paul. 
As  thofe  two  faithful  witneffes  of  Jbsus  Christ 
rifen  were  dragged  to  execution,  they  denounced 
to  the  Jews,  who  were  delivering  them  to  the 
Gentiles,  their  approaching  ruin.  They  told 
Laa.div.lnft.them,  "That  Jerufalem  was  going  to  b^ 
lib,  iv.  c.  21.  4<  utterly  deflroyed  ;  that  they  fhould  pcriAi 
**  by  hunger  and  defpair  •,  that  they  fhoiild  hp 
**  for  ever  baniflicd  from  the  land  of  their  fa^ 
"  thers,  and  fent  into  captivity  throughout  the 
^'  whole  earth  j  that  the  time  was  not  far 
**  off  when  all  thofe  eyils  fhf>uld  befal  them,  for 
*'  having  infulted  with  fuch  cruel  mockings,  the 
^  well-beloved  Son  of  God,  who  had  declared 
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himfelf  to  them  by  fo  many  miracles.*'    Pious 
antiquity  hath  preferved  to  us  this  prediiSlon  of 
the  apoftles^  which  was  to  be  followed  with  fo 
Ipeedy  an  accompliihment.     St.  Peter  had  made 
many  others,  whether  by  a  particular  infpirati- 
on,  or  in  explaining  his  Matter's  words  ;  and 
PhJegon,-  an  heathen  author,    whofe  teftimonyphleg.  lib.  13 
Origen  produces,  has  recorded,  that  every  thing*  'do^^^*^' 
that  apojftle  had  foretold,  was  puhdually  accom-^rcont."cteif/ 
plifhed. 

Thus  nothing  befals  the  Jews,  that  hath  not 
been  prophefied  to  them.  The  caufe  of  their 
mifery  i$  clearly  pointed  out  to  us  in  the  mock 
they  m^de  of  Jesus  Christ  and  his  diiciples* 
The  time  of  Grace  was  paft,  and  their  deftruc-» 
tion  was  inevitable. 

In  vain  then.  Sir,  did  Titus  defire  to  fave 
Jerufalem  and  the  temple.  Their  fentencewas 
gone  forth  freni  above ,  there  was  not  one  ilone 
to   be  left  upon  another.     But  if  one  Roman  \ 

emperor  vainfy  attempted  to  prevent  the  demoli* 
tion  of  the  temple,  ftill  more  vainly  did  another 
Roman  emperor  attempt  to  rebuild  it.  Julian 
the  apoftate,  having  declared  war  againft  Jesus 
Christ,  thought  himfelf  able  to  bring  to 
nought  his  predidions.  In  the  defign  he  had  to 
ftir  up  on  all  fides  enemies  to  the  Chriftians,  he 
ftooped  fo  low  as  to  court  the  Jews,  who  were 
the  ofF-fcourings  of  the  earth.  He  excited  them 
to  rebuild  their  temple ;  he  gave  them  iiXHnenfe 
fums,  and  ftrengthened  their  halids  with  the 
whole  power  of  the  empire.  But  mark  the 
event,  and  fee  how  God  confoundeth  haughty 
princes.     The  holy  fathers,    and  ecclefiaftical 
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liiftorians  relate  it  with  one  accord,  and  jurtify 
their  relation  by  the  monuments  that  were  ftill 
remaining  in  their  tirtie.  Biit  it  was  fif  the 
thing  fhould  be  attefted  by  the  heathens  them- 
Amm.Mitfccl.felves*  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  a  Gentile  by" 
lib.  «di.  ult.  feligion,  and  a  zealous  defender  of  Julian,  hath 
narrated  it  in  thefe  terms  :  *'  Whilft  Alipius^ 
**  aflifted  by  the  governor  ®f  the  province,  for- 
**  warded  the  work  with  all  his  might,  terrible 
globes  of  fire  ifliied.  from  the  foundations, 
which  they  had  firft  rent  by  violent  ftiocks  ; 
•*  and  the  workmen,  who  often  attempted  to 
•*  begin  the  work  anew,were  at  different  times  bur-' 
•*  ned  alive  :  the  place  became  inacceflSble,  and 
"  the  enterprife  fell  to  the  ground/* 

Ecclefiaftical  writers,  more  exaft  in  reprefent- 

ing  fo  memorable  an  event,  add  fire  from  heaven 

to  the  fire  of  the  earth.     But  in  Ihort,  the  word 

Onit.  in  Ju-of  JesOs  Christ  ftood  faft.     St.  John  Chryfof- 

torn  cries  out,    *'  He  built  his  church  upon  a 

**  rock,  nothing  hath  been  able  to  overthrow  iti 

He  overthrew  the  temple,  nothing  hath  been 

able  to' rebuild  it;  none  can  pull   down,  what 

*'  God  raifeth  up;  none  can  raife  up,  what  God 

"  pulleth  down."     ^ 

Let  us  talk  no  more  of  Jerufalem,  nor  of  the' 
temple  •,  but  let  us  call  oiir  eyes  on  the  people 
themfelves,  formerly  the  living  temple  of  thd 
God  of  Hofts,  and  now  the  obje6b  of  his -hatreds 
The  Jews  are  more  deimoliflied  than  their  tem- 
ple or  city.  The  fpirit  of  truth  is  no  longer  a-» 
mong  them :  prophecy  is  extingtiiftied  in  them : 
the  profnifes^  on  which  they  built  thdi*  hopes^ 
are  vaniflied  away :  every  thhlg  is  OVerthr<Jwn  in, 
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this  people ;  and  there  is  not  left  one  jlone  upon 
another. 

And  obferve  to  what  pitch  of  error  they,  are 
delivered  up.     Jesus  Christ  had  laid  to  them: 
I  am  come  in  my  Father^  s  name^  and  ye  receive  me  johnr,^^, 
not:  if  another  Jhall  come  in  his  own  name^  him  ye 
will  receive.     From  that  time,  the  fpirk  of  feduc- 
.  tion  has  reigned  fo  powerfully  among  them,  that 
they  are  ftiil  ready  every  moment  to  be  carried 
away  by  it.     I^  was  not  enough  that  the  falfe  - 
prophets  had  betrayed  Jerufalem  into  the  hands   - 
of  Titus ;  the  Jews  were  not  yet  baniftied  Judea, 
and  the  attachment  they  had  to   Jerufalem  had 
induced  many  of  them  to  chufe  their  abode  a- 
mong  Its  ruins ;  when  behold  a  falfe  Chrift,  who 
comes   to    compleat    their    deftruftion.     Fifty 
years  after  Jerufalem  was  taken,  in  the  century 
of  the  death  of  our  Lord,  the  infamous  Barcho- 
chebas,  a  robber,  a  mifcreant*  becaufe  his  name 
iignified  the  fon  of  a  ftar,  called  himfelf  the  ftar 
of  Jacob  foretold  in  the  book  of  Numbers,  andNumb.  xiXx. 
gave  himfelf  out  for  the  Chrift.     Akibas,  a  manl,7- 
of  thegreateft  authority  of  all  the  rabbins,  andEccl.  Iv.  m, 
after  his  example,  all  thofe,  whom  the  Jews  cal-'^alna.  Hier. 
led  their  wife  men,  entered  into  his  party,  with-^j^^^^^jj^. 
out  the  impoftor's  giving  them  any  other  token  Lam.  jerem/. 
of  his  miffion,  .than  that  Akibas  faid  the  Chrift^?J;^°^^- i^- 
could  not  now  be  far  off.     The  Jews  revolted,  12!       *^^*^' 
through  the   whole  Roman  empire,   under  the  '  ^ 
conduA  of  Barchochebas,  who  promifed  them 
the  empire  of  the  world.     Hadrian  killed   fix 
hundred  thoufand  of  them :  the  yoke  of  thefe 
unhappy  wretches  grew  heavier,  and  they  were 
banimed  Judea  for  ever,         ■  . 
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Who  does  not  fee  that  the  fpirit  of  fedudtiott 
ft  Their. ii.io, had  got  poifeflton  of  their  hearts?  Tbey  received 
*»•  '  9ioi  the  lave  of  the  truths  thai  tbey  might  be  faved^ 

Jndfor  this  caufe  God  font  themftrong  delujien,  that 
tb^Jbould  believe  a  lye.  There  is  no  tmpofture 
{q  grofs,  but  it  feduces  them.  In  our  days,  aa 
impoftor  called  himfelf  the  Chrift  in  the  eaft : 
all  the  Jews  began  to  flock  about  him :  we  have 
ieen  them  in  Italy,  in  Holland,  in  Germany,  and 
at  Metz,  preparing  to  fell  and  leave  all  to  follow 
him.  They  were  now  big  with  the  thoughts  erf' 
being  prefently  mafters  of  the  world,  when  lo  f 
they  underftood  that  their  Chrift  had  turned 
Turk,  and  forfaken  the  law  of  Mofes. 

We  need  not  be  aftoniflied,  that  they  have 

fallen   into  fuch  ftrayings,  nor  that  the  ftorm 

fcattered  them,  when  they  quitted  their  courfe. 

That  courie  was  marked  out  to  them  in  their 

prophecies,  particularly  in  thofe,  which  fpec%ed 

the  time  of  the  Christ.     They  let  flip  thofe 

precious   moments  without   improving   th^n : 

wherefore  we  fee  them  afterwards  given  up  to 

delufion,  and  they  no  longer  know  which  way 

to  fteer. 

^,  Allow  me  yet  a  moment  to  recount  to  yoii 

Hk  feries  of  the  feries  of  their  errors,  and  all  the  fl:eps  di^ 

wn/and  t^e  ^^^^  Xsisxci  to  fink  themfelves  into  the   abyfs^ 

way  they  cjt-The  paths  whercin  people  go  aftray  join  always 

gaunAc  pro-^Q  j^  hjg}^  ^oad ;  and  by  confidering  where  the 

^^^^*        fbraying  began,  pe(^le  walk  mor€  fccurely  in 
the  right  way* 

We  have  feen,  SIR,  t^lttwo  prophecies 
pointed  out  the  time  of  Christ  to  the  Jews  % 
that  of  Jacob,  and  that  oi  Daniel.     They  both 

fixed 


llxed  the  do^nfal  of  the  kingdom  of  Judah  it 
the  time  the  ChrisIt  ihould  corrte.  Biit  Daniel 
Anewed  that  the  total  d^ftruiftion  of  that  king- 
dom Was  to  be  the  confequeiice  of  the  death  of 
Christ  :  and  Jacob  told  plainly^  that,  in  thd 
djeciine  of  the  kingdom  of  Judah,  the  Christ^ 
who  ihould  then  come,  fhould  h^  the  expe^dtioh 
of  the  people  j  that  is,  that  he  fhould  be  their  de- 
liverer, and  that  he  fhould  make  to  himfelf  a 
new  kingdorii,  not  of  one  nation  only,  but  of 
all  the  nations  of  the  world*  The  Words  of  the 
prophecy  can  have  no  othel:  meaning,  and  it  wa^ 
the  allowed  tradition  of  the  Jews,  that  they 
Were  thus  to  be  underftood,  « 

Hence  that  opinion^  which  prevailpd  amongGcm.  SanWd* 
the  ancient  Rabbins,  and  which  is  flill  to  be^  ii* 
ieen  in  their  Talmud,  that  at    the    tim^    the 
Christ  fhould  come,  thefe  fhould  be  rL6  more 
inagiftracy  :  (b  that  there  was  nothing  of  greater 
importance  towards  afcertaining  the  time  of  their    • 
Mefiiahj  than  to  obferve,  when  they  fhould  fall 
into  that  unhappy  ftate^ 

Indeed,  they  had  beguh  Well  j  and  had  they 
hot  had  their  minds  pofTefTed  with  the  wbridly 
grandeur  which  they  wanted  to  find  in  the  Mef-^ 
fiahj  in  order  to  fhare  it  under  hi§  empire,  they 
could  not  poflibly  have  miflaken  Jesus  Chr'ist. 
The  foundation  they  had  laid  waS  certain  i 
for  fb  fbon  as  the  tyranny  of  the  firft  Herod,  and 
the  alteration  of  the  JewifK  commonwealth, 
which  happened  in  his  timej  had  pointed  out  to 
them  the  moment  of  the  decay  marked  in  the 
prophecy^  they  made  no  doubt  biit  the  Christ 
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Vas  coming,  and  that  they  fliould  fee  that  new 
kingdoih  wherein  all  hations  wel-e  to  be  united. 
*f  aim.  Hiero-      ^nt  thing  they  obferved  was,  that  the  power 
foi.  Tr.  San-  of  life  and  death  was  taken  from  them.     Thii 
^^^*  Was  a  great  change  $  as  that  privilege  had  ever 

been  preferved  to  them  until  then,  to  whatevd: 
dominion  they  were  fubjed  ;  aftd  even  iri*  Ba,by- 
ion  during  their  captivity*     The  hiftory  of  Su- 
y  fanna  makes  it  fufficiently  evidentj  and  it  was  k 

fez.  vii.  i5,    conftant  tradition  amongft  them.     The  kings  of 
*  Perfia,  who  reftored  them,  allowed  them  that 

power  by  an  exprefs  decree,  of  which  we  have 
taken  notice  in  its  place  i  and  we  have  alfo  feen, 
that  the  firft  Seleucidse  had  rather  augmented 
'  than  reftrained  their  privilegeSi  I  need  not  here 
fpeak  again  of  the  feign  of  the  Maccabees, 
wherein  they  were  not  only  made  free,  but  pow- 
erful and  formidable  to  their  enemies*  Pompey, 
who  weakened  them  in  the  planner  we  beheld, 
contented  with  the  tribute  he  impofed  upon 
them,  and  with  putting  them  in  a  ftate  of  being 
at  the  Romah  people's  difpofal,  left  them  theit 
prince  with  full  jurifdifiion.  'Tis  well  known, 
that  the  Romans  dealt  thus .  by  them,  and  never 
meddled  with  the  civil  government  of  the 
countries,  to  which  they  left  their  natural  fcr- 
vereigns. 

In  ihort,  the  Jews  are  agreed  that  they  loft 

that  power  of  life  and  death,  only  forty  years 

before  the  defolation  of  the  fecond  temple  :  and 

'   It  cannot  be  doubted,  but  it  was  the  firft  Herod 

who  began  to  give  this  wound  to  their  liberty. 

Jofeph.  Ant.  Forriince,  in  order  to  revenge  liimfelfon  the 

*^^''  ^7'         Sanhedrim,  where  he  had  been  obliged  perfonally 
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lo  ap^ar  before  he  wad  king  ;  and  afterwardsV 
in  order  to  ingrofs  the  whole  authority,  he  had 
attacked  that  aflembly,  which  was^  in  a  manner, 
the  fenate  founded  by  Mpfes,  arid  the  perpetual, 
council  of*  the  nation,  wherein  the  fiipremeju- 
tifdi<5tion  was  e^ercifed ;  hf  degrees   that  great 
body  loft  its  power,  and  ha^  very  little  of  it 
remaining,  when  Jesus  Christ  came  into  thci 
vorld*     Things  grew  worfe  and  wdrfe  "under 
Herod's  children,  when  the  kingdom  of  At-che^ 
laus,  whereof  J erufalem  was  the  capital,  being 
reduced  into  a  Roman  province^  was  governed 
by  prefeds,    whom  the   emperors  knt  thither; 
'  in  this  unhappy  ftate,  the  Jews  fo  little  claimed 
the  power  of  life  and  death,  that  in  order  -  to 
put  to  death  Jesus  ChrIst,  whom  they  wanted 
at  any  rate  to  deftroy,  they  were  fain  to  have 
recourfc   to   Pilate  ;    and  that  Weak  governoi* 
havihc  told  them,   that  they  might  judge  him 
themlSves,  they  anfwered  with  one  voice.  It  isjohnxvm.  %it 
not  lawful  for  us  to  put  any  man  to  death.     And        *"'  '*  * 
fo  it  was  by  the  hands  of  Herod,  that  they  flewxxiii.  xxir. 
St.  James  the  brother  of  St.  Johnj  and  put  St.. 
Peter  in  prifon*     When  they  had  refolded  the 
death  of  St.  Paul,  they  delivered  him  into  the 
hands  of  the  Romans,  as  they  had  done  Jesus 
CHRist ;  and  the  facrilejgious  vow  of  their  en-t 
,thufiaftical  bigots,  who  fwore  neither  to  eat  nor 
drink  until  they  had  killed  that  holy  appftley 
fufficiently  evinces,  that  they  thought  themfelves 
4epriyed  of  the  power  of  putting  him  to  death 
judicially*     But   if  they  ftoned  St  Stephen,  it Aa<  viL  5>| 
Was  tumultuoufly,  and  through  an  efFed  of  thofc^^* 
fcditioiis  tranfports^  which  the  Romans  had  not 
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tlwAys  power  to  teftrain,    in  thofe,  who  then 
ftylcd  themfelves  the  Zealots^     It  is   therefore 
to  be  held  certain,  as  well  from  thofe  hiftories, 
as  from  the  confeht  bf  the  Jews^  and  the  ftatc 
of  their  af&if's^  that  towards  the  times  of  our 
Lord,  and  cfpecially  in  thoie,  wherein  he  began 
to  exet-cife  his  miniftry,    thiey  entirely  loft  all 
temporal  authority.      They  coUld  not   behold 
that  lofs,  without  calling   to  mind  the  ancient 
oracle  of  Jacob^which  foretold  them,  that  againft 
the  time  of   the  Meffiah,  there  fhould  be  no 
more  among  them  either  poWer,  authority,  or 
•f  raft.  vot.    magiftracy*     One  of  their  mbft  ancient  authors 
magna  Gen.    remarks  it,  and  he  is  in  thb  right  to  own,  that 
fcu^Comm.  in^j^^  fctptre  was  no  more  m  Judah,-  nor  the  au- 
thority in  the  princes  of  the  people,  fince  the 
public  power  was  taken  from  them,  and,  the  San-* 
hedrim  being  degraded,  the  members  of  that 
venerable  body  were  no  longer  confidered  as 
judges,  but  only  as  private  doftors.     Thus,  ac- 
cording to  their  OWn  account,  it  was  time  that 
the  Christ  ihould  appear.     As  they  few  this 
certain  fign  of  the  approach  of  that  new  king, 
whofe  empire  was  to  extend  over  all  people,  they 
'believed  that  he  was  really  about  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance*    The  rumour  went   abroad  through 
all  the  country,  and  the  whole  Eaft  was  perfua* 
ded  it  would  not  be  long  ere  they  faw  come  out 
of.  Judea,  thofe  who  fhoUld  reign  over  all  the 
earth. 
$tiet.  Vefpaf.       Tacitus  ai\d  Suetonius  relate   this  rumour  as 
Tac.  lib.  V.    raifcd  upon  a  ftanding  opinion,  and  an  ancient 
!l'ph.^dc\eiro*'acle,  foi^    in  the  facred  books  of  the  Jewiih 
jnd.  vii.  II.   people.    Jofephus  recites,  the  prophecy  in  the 
*^*^^"^'^'  fame 


J 


UNIVERSAL    HISTORY, 


3*5 


fame  terms,  and  fays,  like  them,  that  it  was  toExod,  Jtr.  y, 
be  found  in  the  holy  books«     The  authority  pf^' 
thefe  books,  the  prediAions  of  which  had  been 
(een  fo  vifibly  accomplilhed  upon  fa  n^any  occa^ 
fions,  was  great  in  all  the  Eafk:  aftd  the  Jews 
more  attentive  than   others  in  .obferving  cqn- 
junftures,  which  were  chiefly  marked  for  their 
inftrudion,  acknowledged  the  time  of  the  MeA 
fiah,   which  Jacob   had  fixed  in  their  decline. 
Thus  the  refl:exions  they   made  on  their  ftate 
were  juft,  and  fo  far  were  they  from  miftaking 
the  times  of  the  Chrift,  that  they  kjn^w  he  wa^ 
to  come  at  the  time  he  aftually  diq*     Rut,  O  the 
weaknefs  of  the  human  mind !  O  vanity,  infalli- 
ble fource    of  blindnefs!  the  humility  of  the 
Saviour  hid  from  thofe  proud  fpirits,  the  true 
greatnefs  they  w^e  tp  look  for  in  their  Melfiah, 
They  wanted  tP  have  him  a  king  like  unto  thp 
kings  of  the  earth.     Wherefore  the  flatterers  ofEpiph.  lib.  i^ 
the  firft  Herod,  dazzled  with  the  grandeur  andS^*.?®- 
magnificence  of  that  pnnQe,^  who,  tyrant  as  he 
was,  did  neverth^lef?  enrich  Judea,  faid  he  was  .      , 

himfelfthat  fo  long  prpmiied  king^     And  this  Mat  xxji.  i«» 
jt  was  that  gave  rife  to  the  fe<5t  of  ^he  Herodir^^'''^  "*p^*r 
^s,  fo  much  fppke  of  in  the  pofpel,  and  whomet  vet.^SchoiT 
the  heathens  alfo  knew,  feeing  ^erfius  and  hisSat.Viii^is^^ 
fchpliaft  inform  u$^  that  even  in  Nero's  time,  the  j^^f^j^^^^^ 
birth  of  king  Herqd  was  celebrated  by  l^is  fol-. 
lowers  with  the  fame  folemnity  as  the  Sabbath. 
Jofephus  feU  into  a  like  error,     Thip  perfon^ 
*'  inftruded,  as  h^  fays  himfelf,  i^i  the   Jewifh 
**  prophecies,  as  being  a  prieft,  and  fprung  of 
*'  prieftly  race,**  acknowledged  ipdecd  that  t)i^ 
coming  of  tl\e  king  promifed  by  Jacob  agreed 
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wtK  the  times  of  Herod,  wherein  he  is  at  ifc 
much  pains  to  fliew  a  manifeft  beginning  of  the 
downfal  of  the  Jews :  but  as  he  faw  nothing  in 

•  his  nation  that  fulfilled  the  ambitious  ideas  it  had 
conceived  of  its  Chrift,  he  drove  the  time  of  the 
prophecy  a  little  farther  forward,  and  applying 

tib.iii.de  it  to  Vefpafian,  affirmed,  **  that  that  oracle  of 
Bril.  jud.  14,  ec  fcripture  fignified  that  prince  declared  emperor 
^**'''*-  f'  in  Judea/' 

Thus  did  he  wreft  tiie  holy  Scripture  to  counr 
tenance  his  blin4  flattery,  which  transferred  to 
ilrangers  the  hope  of  Jacob  and  Judah  ;  which 
Tought  in  Vefpafian  the  fon  of  Abraham  and 
David ;  and  afcribed  to  an  idolatrous  prince  the 
tide  of  him,  whofe  light  was  to  bring  the  Gen- 
tiles out  of  idolatry, 

•  The  juncture  of  time  favoured  him  :  but 
whilfl:  he  afcrjbed  to  Vefpafian,  what  Jacob  had 
faid  of  the  Chrift,  the   bigots,    that  defended 

^  Jenifalem,  arrogated  it  to  themfelves.  It  was 
on  this  only  foundation,  that  they  promifed 
jfofcph.de bell. themfelves  the  empire  of  the  world,  as  Jofephus 
Jud. lib. vu..  relates;  they  were  more  reafonable  however 
than  he,  in  .that  they  did  not  at  leaft  go  out  oiP 
the  nation,  to  find  the  accomplifhment  of  the 
promifes  made  to  their  fathers.  -    • 

How  was  it  that  they  did  not  open  their  eyes 
to  the  rich  fruit,  which  was  from  that  time 
brought  forth  among  the  Gentiles  by  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Gofpel,  and  to  that  new  empire 
wherein  piety  reigned,  wherein  the  true  God 
triumphed  over  idolatry,  wherein  eternal  life 
was  proclaimed  to  infidel  nations  ?  And  was 
not  {jTe  empire  of  the  ifefars  itfelf  bwt  a  vain 
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poJijp  in  comparifon  of  it?  'But.  this  empire! 
was  not  flxewy  enough  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world.  »  .,  ,    ,   '  -. 

,How  throughly  muft  we  be  difabufed  of  hu-? 
man  grandeur,  in  .order  to  knpw  Jesus  Cnitist  J 
XJae  J^ws  knew  the  time :  tb^  Jews  faw  nations 
9idied  to  the  (Sod  of  Abraham  according  i.Q  the^ 
Qtade  of  Jaool^,  by  Jesus  Christ  a|a4  his  dif- 
cipl43,  and  yet  -fm*  all  that  tljey  miftook  that 
J^sus^  who  wa?  declared  t9  them  by  fp  many 
tokens.  And  although  b.Qt:h  in  his  iife^iime)^  and 
aft;er  his  de^th  he  confirmed  his  :miffion  by  fa 
miiny  miracles,  thofe  blind  gj^pje  rejeifted  himj, 
biecauie  he  had  nothing  in  him  hut  folid  great-. 
n^Cs^^  yoid  of  all  p^ea^ntry  which  ftrikes  the 
fenfes,'  and  came  rather  to  cqnaemn  than  ta 
crown  their  blind  ambition. 

And  yet  forced  by  the  jundwc  and  clfcum-i 
ftances  of  the  time,  in  fpite  of  their  blindnefs^ 
they  feemed  fometiitnes  tp  ge£  free  fro^ft  theii: 
priBJudices.  Every  thing  -was  fo*  di^ofed  at  the 
time  of  our  Lord's  coming,  for  -the  manifefta-  ' 

tion^of  the  M^ffiah,  tha,t  th^y  fufoe&ed  St.  JohnXukc  iii.  15, 
Baptift  might  poffibly  ;bfe  he;    ,His  auftere,  ex-l^*^^-  *?>a<^ 
traordinary,    aik>nifhing  manner  of  lift  ftfugk 
t j^em  :  and  in  default  pf  wprldiy  girandeur,  they 
feeined  willing  at  firft  to  cpntettt  themfelves  with  - 
the  eminence  of  fa  furpriii^g  ,4  deportment 
The  fimple  and  ordin^  life  of .  Jesvs  .Ch?list, 
as  it  ihocked  that  fts   grofs  as  proud  generWipn, 
who  cpiild  be  catched  only  by  thefenfes,  and^ 
who  befides  were  fo  far  fr^jn  a  iincere  converfion,  - 
that  they  would  admire  nothing  but  what  they 
looked  upon  ^  inimitable,    In  this  manner  St^ 
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John  Baptift,  whom  they  judged  worthy  to  be 
the  Christ,  was  not  believed  when  he  pointed 
out  the  true  Christ  •,  and  Jesus  Christ,  who 
was  to  be  imitated  when  believed  in,  appeared 
too  humble.to  the  Jews  to  be  followed. 

However,  the  impreflion  they  had  received, 
that  the  Christ  was  to  appear  at  this  time,  was 
fo  ftrong,  that  it  remained  nigh  a  century  a- 
mongft  them.  They  thought  that  the  aecom- 
pliihment  of  the  prophecies  might  have  a  c-ertain 
extent,  and  was  not  always  confined  to  one  pre-» 
ciie  point  of  a  period ;  infomuch  that  for  near  an 
hundred  yejtrs  there  was  nothing  to  be  heard  of 
among  them  but  falfe  Chrifts,  who  got  them- 
felves  followed,  and  falfe  prophets,  who  pro- 
claimed them.  Former  ages  had  feen  nothing 
like  this,  nor  did  the  Jews  offer  to  prpflitute  the 
nanieof  Christ^  cither  when  judas  W[accabeus 
gained  fb  many  viftories  over  their  tyrant,  or 
when  his  brother  Simon  freed  them  from  the 
yoke  of  the  Qentiles,  or  when  the  firft  Hyrcanus 
inade  fo  many  conquefls.  The  times  and  other 
marks  did  not  agree  j  nor  was  there,  till  the  age; 
of  Jesus  Christ,  the  leaft  talk  of  all  thofe 
^efliahs.  The  Samaritans,  who  read  in  the 
P:entateuch  the  prophecy  of  Jacob,  made  Chrifts; 
to  themfel ves,  as  well  as  the  Jews,  and  a  little 
after  Jesus  Christ  they  acknowledged  their 
Ori^.  Traa.  Dofithcus.     Simon  Magus,  of  the  fame  country, 

llm^^^t^^^^^  alfo  that  he  was  the  Son  of  God,  and 
Cel.ircn,i.io,Menander,  his  diiciple,  ftyled  himfelf  the  Savi- 
»i.  tpxilau  our  of^  the  world.  In  Jesus  Christ's  life-? 
J®.»»^?*5-  tJii^e,  the  Samaritan  woman  had  believed  that 
the  Mefiiah  was  abcul  to  come :  fo  undoubted  was 

the 
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the.  opinion  in  the  nation,  and  among  all  thofe 
who  read  the  ancient  oracle  of  Jacob,  that  thQ 
Chuist  was  to  appear  in  thofe  days. 

When  the  time  was  fo  far  paft,,  that  therq 
was  no  longer  any  thing  to  expeft,  and  the  Jews 
had  found  by  experience,  that  all  the  Mefliahs 
they  had  followed,  far  from  delivering  them  out 
of  their  calamities,  had  only  funk  them  deeper 
into  them ;  then  were  they  a  long  time  without 
there  appearing  any  new  Mefliahs  among  them^ 
and  Barchochebas  was  the  laft  whom  they  ac- 
knowledged as  fuch  in  thofe  firft  ages  of  Chrifti-^ 
anity.     But  the  old  impreflion  could  not  be  ut-  ' 

terly  erazed.     Inftead  of  believing  that  Christ 
Jiad  appeared,  as  they  had  done  even  in  Hadri- 
an's time  ;    under  the  Antonines  his  fucceflbrs, 
they  took  it  into  their  heads  to  fay,  that  their 
Meffiah  was  in  the  world,  although  he  did  not 
yet  make  his  appearance,  bqcaufe  he  waited  for 
the  prophet  Elias,  who  was   to  come  to  anoint 
him.     Such  language  was  common  in  St.  Juftin's  JulHn.  aiir. 
time,  and  we  find  alfo  in  their  Talmud  the  doc-T7P^?'  ^ 
trine  of  one  of  their  moft  ancient  matters,  whoLwL  (?«• 
faid,  ^'  that  the  Christ  was  come,  as  pointed^*^- **• 
^'  out  in  the  prophecies,  but  that  he  kept  him- 
*^  felf  concealed  lomewhere  at  Rome  among  the 
^  poor  mendicants." 

Such  a  wild  conceit  could  not  gain  much 
ground  j  and  th^  Jews,  forced  at  laft  to  confefs 
that  the  Mefliah  was  not  come  in  the  time  they 
had  reafon  to  expedt  him  according  to  their  an- 
cient prophecies,  fell  into  another  abyfs.  They 
were  within  a  fmall  matter  of  renouncing  the 
)iopcof  thfir  Mpffiah,  whp  had  not  kept  his 

time 
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time ;  and  many  followed  a  famous  rabbi,  whofc 
words  are  ftill  to  be  found  preferved  in  the  Tai- 
R^Hillel.  ibid.  mud.  This  man  feeing  the  term  fo  far  paft, 
^^  ^dS"*  **^  concluded  that  "  the  Ifraelites  had  no  more  any 
*^  Meffiah  to  exped,  becaufe  he  had  been  given 
**  them  in  the  perfpn  of  king  Hezekiah/* 

Indeed,  this  opinion,  far  from  prevailing  a- 

mong  the  Jews,  was  detefted  by  them^     But  as 

they  no  longer  know  any  thing  about  the  times 

iignified  in  the .  prophecies,,  and  are   at   a  lofs 

which  way  to  get  out  of  this  labyrinth,  they  have 

made  an  article  of  faith  pf  that  expre/Eon,  which 

Gem.  s«n.  ^.^^  read  in  the  Talmud,  "  All  the  terms   that 

X.  Mofcs  Mai- "  were  fixed  for  the  coming  of  the  Meffiah,  are 

Tahn.*rf.^-*'  paft;"  and  have  pronounced  with  one  confent^ 

inran.  de  cap.  "  Curfed  be  they  who  fliall  compute  the  times 

*^***      .   -  "ofthe  Meffiah:"  as  we  behold  in  a  ftorm, 

which  has  driven  the  fhip  too  far  ;oft'  its  oourfe, 

'  the  defpairing   pilot  quit  his  reckoning,  and  go 

where  chance  carries  him.     *      ,      . 

From  that  time,  their  whole  ftudy  hath  been 
to  elude  the  prophecies,   in   which  the  time  of 
the  Christ  was  pointed  out:  they  did  not  care 
if  they  overthrew  all  the  traditions  of  t|ieir  fa- 
ther s,provided  they  could  but  deprive  the  Chrif- 
tiaKS  of  thofe  admirable  prophecies ;  nay,  they 
'^  have,  gone  fo  far  as  to  affirm,  that  that  of  Jacpb 
did  not  relate  to  the  Christ, 
Gem.  Tr.San-     B^t  ^heir  own  ancient  books  give  them  the  lye, 
hed.c.  xi.      That  prophecy  is  underftood  of  the  Meffiah  in- 
kd^^Viia""  ^h^  Talmud,  and  the  manner,  in  which  we  ex- 
nan.  &  Hrero- plain  it,  is  tp  be  found  in  their  paraphmfes,  that 
A«J'  ^^^^^*  is,  in  the  moft  authentic  and  moft  regarded  Qom-% 
mentaries  extant  among  them, 
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We  find  there,    Ih  exweft  terms,  tHat  ikt 

-hdufe  artd  kiftgdom  of  J\idah,  to  whix:K  'die 

"whole  pa^&etky  *of  JaCol>^  Mid  j>eople  of  I£rftdl, 

'  'were  to  be  one  diay  deduced,  ihould  always  pro^ 

di^ce  "  jiidges  and  magiftrates^*'  until  the  oominig 

^'  of  the'  MefTiah,    undlr  whom  there  IkoiiM  be 

fbrmied  a  kingdom  made  up  of  all  nations.  ^ 

This  was  the  teftimony,  which  the  moft  ode.* 
t>rated  and  approved  doAors  of  the   Jaws  base 
**b'them  in  the  earlieft  ages  of  Chriftknity,  The 
ancient  tradition,  fo  fteady  and  wdl  eilabHikei, 
'  could  not  be  abolifhed  all  at  onoe ;  afid^dtiibvigh 
the  Je^vs  did*  not  apply  to  Jssus  CfHUST  the 
prophecy  of  Jacob,  they  ttad  not  yet  ^dared  lb 
-eietiy  that  it  ag!«ed  tothe  Meffiah,     They  came 
Hdt  'to  that  wild  extravagance    tiH  lo«ig  after, 
iktid  when  hard  prefiTed  by  the  CUriftians,  they 
at  ^t  laft  perceived  that  tfheir  own  tfaditkm  was 
^gainft  them.  •      .  .    . 

As  for  the  prophecy  of  Daniel,  wliieFeiii  the 
coming  of  the  Chrift  w^s  limited  to  the  term  of 
'4gd  years,  to  count  from  the  twentieth  of  Ar- 
■taxences  Longimanus  ;  as  that  term  carried  to 
the  end  of  the  fourth  millenary  of  rfie  world,  it 
Was  alfo  a  very  ancient  tradition  among  the  Jews, 
that  the  Meffiah  fhould  appear  towards'  the  end 
of  that  millenary,  and  about  two  thoxtfand  years 
after  Abraham.     One  JElias,  whofe  name  is  great  Gem.  Tr.Saa, 
•pmong  the^  Jews,  though  he  was  t^ot  thf  pro-^.  xi. 
phet,  had  thus  taught  before  the  birth  of  Jesus 
Christ  ;  and  the  tradition  is  preferved  in  the  . 
book  of  the  Talmud.     You  have  feen  this  ac- 
complifhed  at  the  coming  of  our  Lord,  fince  he 
a^ually  appeared  about  two  thoufand  years  after 
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Abraham,  and  towards  the.  4000th  year  of^  die 
world.  However,  the  Jews  knc^w  him  not,  and 
being  disappointed  of  their  expeftation,  they 
iaid,  that  their  fins  had  retarded  the  Meffiah, 
who  was  to  come.  But  neverthelefs  our  dates 
are  afcertained  by  their  own  confeilions  «,  and  it 
is  a  ftrangc  degree  of  blindnefe,  to  make  a  term 
depend  on  Men,  which  God  hath  fo  preciiely 
fixed  in  Daniel. 

It  is  alio  no  finall  embatraflinent  to  them,  to 
find  that  that  prophet  m^es  the  time  of  Chrift 
go  before  that  of  the  deftruAion  of  Jerufalem; 
mfomuch  that  this  laft  time  being  accompliAied, 
that  which  precedes  it  muft  needs  befo  too. 

Jofet>hus  has  grofsly  erred  m  this  particular. 
He  rightly  computed  the  woeks,  which  were  to 
be  followed  by  the  defolatiooi  'of  the  Jewiih  peo- 
ple *,  and  finduig  them  fulfilled  at  the  time  tha^t 
Titus  laid  fiege  to  Jerufalem,  he  made  no  doaht 
but  the  moment  of  the  de^trudion  of  the  city 
was  come.  But  he  did  not  conitder  that  that  d^ 
folation  was  to  be  preceded  by  the  coming  of 
the  Chrift^  and  by  his  d^ath ;  fo  that  he  under^ 
Aood  but  one  half  of  the  prophecy. 

The  Jews,  who  capie  after  hipi,  were  willing 
to  fupply  this  defe^.  They  have  forged  to  ua 
an  Agrippa  defcended  of  I^erpd,  whom  th^  Ro-^ 
mans,  fay  they,  put  to  death  a  little  before  th^ 
deftruAion  of  Jerufalem  \  and  they  will  have  it, 
that  this  Agrippa,  Chrift  by  his  title  of  king,  ia 
the  Chrift  Ipoken  of  4n  Daniel ;  a  frefh  proof  of 
their  blindnefs !  For  befides  that  this  Agrippa 
can  neither  be  the*  righteous,  nor  the  holy  Qne, 
nor  the  end  of  the  prophecies,  fu^  as  the  Chrift^ 

whoQi 
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whom  Daniel  pointed  out  in  that  place,  muft 

have  been;   befides  that  the  murder  of  that 

Agrippa,  in  which  the  Jews  had  no  hand,  could 

not  be  the  caufe  of  their  defolation,  as  the  death 

of  Daniel*8  Chrift  was  to  be;  what  the  Jews  fay 

on  this  head  is  all  a  fable.     That  Agrippa  del-^jofcpi.lib.nM 

cended  of  Herod  was  ever  on  the  fide  of  uie  Ro-<ie  bcii^  }wL 

jnans:  he  was  airways  well  treated  by  their  em-^^^*!^^ 

perors,  and  reigned  in  a  canton  of  Judea  a  long  cod.  33/ 

time  after  the  taking  of  Jerufalem,  as  Joiephus 

and  other  cotemporaries  atteft. 

Thus  all  that  the  Jews  dcvife  to  elude  the  pro- 
phecies fervcs  but  to  confute  them.  They 
themfelves  do  not  rely  upon  fo  grofs  fiftions, 
and  their  beft  defence  confiils  in  that  law  which 
they  enadled,  to  compute  no  more  the  days  of  the 
Mefliah.  Thereby  do  they  willingly  ihut  their 
eyes  to  the  truth,  and  renounce  the  prophecies, 
wherein  the  Holy  Ghoft  hath  itfelf  numbered  th6 
years :  but  whilft  they  renounce  them,  they  ful- 
hl  them,  and  demonftrate  the  truth  of  what  they 
fay  of  their  blindnefs  and  fall. 

Let  them  anfwer  what  they  will  to  the  pro- 
phecies; the  defolation,  which  thefe  foretold, 
hath  befallen  them  at  the  time  appointed :  the 
event  is  of  more  force  than  all  their  quibbles : 
and  if  the  Chrift  did  not  come  in  that  fatal  con- 
jundure,  the  prophets,  in  whom  they  truft,  have 
deceived  them. 

And  to  complete  their  conviftion»pleafe  to  ob- 
ferve  two  circumftances  that  attended  their  fall, 
and  the  coming  of  the  Saviour  of  the  world  : 
the  one,  that  the  fucceflion  of  priefts,  uninter-N 
rupted  and  unalterable  from  Aaron,  came  then 

to 


334    •  UNIVERSAL    HISTORT. 

to  an  end ;  the  other,  that  ,the  diftindion  of 
tribes  and  fanfiilies^  ever  preferved  till  that  tim^ 
was  then  lofti  by  their. own  confeilion. 

This  diftinftion  was  neceifary  till,  the  time  of 
theMefiiah.  From. Levi  were  to  proceed  th^ 
minifkr?  in  facred  things.  From  Aaron  were  tq 
come  forth  the  priefts  and  high-priefts.  Froni 
Judah  was  to  fpring  the  Mefliah  himielf.  Had 
not  the  diftindion  of  faniilies  fubfifted  till  the 
deftruAion  of  Jerufalem,  and  coming  of  Jesus 
Christ,  the  Jewifh  Sacrifices  woulfi  have  perilh- 
«d  before  the  time,  and  David  would  have  been 
diiappointed  of  the  glory  of  being  acknowledged 
«  father  of  the  Mefliah.  Is  the  Meffiah  come  ?. 
Is  the  new  pricfthood,  after  the  order  of  Mel- 
chizedefc,  commenced  in  his  perfon,  and  has  the 
new  kingdom,  which  was  not  of  this  world, 
appeaired?  We  have  no  more  need  then  of 
Aaron  or  Levi,  Judah  or  David,  or  their  fa- 
milies.    Aaron  is  no"  longer  neceflary  in  a-  time, 

Dan.  ix.  »7.  -^rjjgji  facrifices  were  to  ceafe,  according  to  DanieL 
The  houfe  of  David  and  Judah  hath  fulfilled  its 
dcftiny,  when  the  Christ  of  God  had  jproceed- 
'  ed  from  it ;  and  as  if  the  Jews  themfelves  re- 
nomiced  their  hope,  they  forget  precifely  at  this 
time  the  fuccdSion  of  families,  till  now  {q  eare-^  ' 
fully  and  rdigioufly  remembered. 

Let  us  not  omit  one  of  the  marks  of  the 
coming  of  the  Meffiah,  and  perhaps  the  princi-^ 
pal  oiie,  if  we  cajri  rightly  underftand  it^  though 
It  conftitutes  the  fcandal  and  horror  of  the  Jews^^ 
it  is  the  remiflion  of  fins  in  the  name  of  a  fuf- 
fering  Savidiir^  of  a  Saviour  humbled,  and  pbe-» 

Dan.  ix.  26.  dieni  eVcn  t^to  .death*      Daniel  had  fpecified 

amoiig 
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among  his  weeks,  the  myfterrous'  week,  which  ^ 
-we  have  obferved,  wherein  the  Christ  was  t6 
be  ofFered  up,  wherein  the  ancient  facrifices  were 
to  lofe  their  efficacy.  Put  we  Daniel  and  Ifaiah 
together,  and  we  (hall  come  to  the  very  bottom 
of  fo  great  a  myftery ;  we  fhall  fee  the  man  ofu.  liii.- 
forrows^  with  the  iniquity  of  all  the  people  laid  upon 
him^  pouring  out  his  foul  unto  death  for  their  tra/nf-^ 
grejfions^  and  hy  his  ftripes  healing  them.  Open 
your  eyes,  ye  unbelievers  !  is  it  not  true  that 
the  remiffioh  of  fins  hath  been  preached  to  you 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  crucified  ?  Had 
there  ever  been  fuch  a  n^yftCry  dreamed  of  ? 
Who  eife  but  Jesus  Christ,  either  before  oi* 
after  him,  hath  gloried  in  waihing  away  our  finS' 
by  his  blood  ?  Can  he  have  caufed  himfelf  to 
be  crucified,  merely  to  acquire  a  vain  honour,' 
and    accomplifh  in  himfelf  fo  fatal  a  prophecy  ?  • 

You   ought  to  be  filent,  and  adore  in  the  Gof^ . 
pel  a  doftrine  which  could  not  even  enter  into  . 
the  heart  of  man,  if  it  were  not  true. 

The  Jews  are  extremely  puzzled  in  this  point: 
they  find  in  their  Scriptures  too  many  paflages 
wherein  mention  is  made  of  the  humiliations  of 
their  Mefliah.     What  fhall  become  then  of  thofeTr.  Sycca  &' 
which  fpeak  of  his » glory  and  triumphs  ?  Thc^°™'J'*^ 
natural   interpretation  is,  that  he  fliall  come  toc^^6^  7^^* 
triumphs  by  conflids,  and  to  glory  by  fufFerihgs.3- 
But  O  incredible  !    the  Jews  have  rather  chofen 
to  admit  two  MefTiahs.     We  find  in  their  Tal- 
mud and  other  books  of  like, antiquity,  that  they 
expeft  a/fuflFering  Mefliah,  and  a  Mefliah  full  of 
glory  :  the  one  dead  and  rifen  again  ;  the  othei* 
*vcr  happy  and  vidorious ;  the  one,  to  whonl' 

agree 
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agree  all  the  pa^&ges  where  weaknefs  is  fpokeii 
of  5  the  other,  to  whom  allude  all^thofe  wheri 
;reatnefs  is  mentioned  :  one,  in  fine,  the  fon  of 
[ofeph,  for  they  have  not  been  able  to  deny 
him  one  of  the  charafters  of  Jesus  Christ^ 
,  who  was  the  reputed  fon  of  Jofeph ;  and  another 
the  fdn  of  David,  without  ever  caring  to  know 
that  this  Meffiah  the  fon  of  David  was,  accord- 

tCct^  ing  to  David  himfejf,  to  drink  of  the  brook  in  tb^ 

way^  before  bejhotdd  lift  up  bis  bead  ;  that  is,  to 
be  afHifted,  before  he  was  triumphant ;  as  (kith 

l^ke  xxm»5,thc  fon  of  David  himfelf :  0  fools^  and  flow  of 

**•  heart  to  believe  all  tbat  the  prophets  bavejpoken  / 

Ought  not  Cbrijl  to  ban)  ef offered  thefe  things ^  and  to 
enter  into  bis  glory? 

Moreover,  if  we  underftand  of  the  Meffiah^ 
that  great  paffage  where  Ifaiah  reprefents  to  us 

in  iiui  in  io  lively  a  manner  the  man  of  forrows  Jiricken 

for  our  tranfgrejfions^t  and  of  no  form  or  comelincfs^ 
tbat  wejhould  deftrehim\  we  are  alfo  fupportedin 
this  interpretation,  as  well  as  in  all  the  reft^  by 
the  ancient  tradition  of  the  Jews  :  and  in  fpite 
of  their  prejudices,  the  chapter,  (o  often  cited 

tSen.Tr.San-in  their  Talmud,  teaches  us,  that  the  perfoii  of 

hxA.  libi  xii  fio  form  or  comelinefs^  with  the  tranfgrejftons  of  the 
people  laid  upon  him^  fhaU  be ,  the  Meffiah*  The 
forrows  of  the  Meffiah,  which  Ihall  be  occaiion- 

pri«t>  ed  him  by  our  fins,  are  noted  in  the  fame  place^ 

ftnd  in  the  other  books  of  the  jewsi  Th^re  is 
frequent  mention  in  them  of  the  entry,  equally 
humble  and  glorious,  that  he  was  to  make  into 
Jerufalem,  riding  on  an  afs;  and  that  celebrated 
prophecy  of  Zechariah  is  applied  to  him.  What 
realon  have  the  jews  to  complain  ?  Every  thing 

was 
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was  marked  to  thehi  in  precife  terms  By  their 
prophets  :  their  ancient  tradifidtt,  had  preferved 
the  n|tural  explication  of  thofe  fanious  prophe- 
cies, and  there  is  nothing  more  juft  than  that 
reproach,  which  is  made  them  by  the  Saviour 
ot  the  world  :  Te  hypocrites^  ye  can  difcern  tbifacetddtt.  xvL  u 
cf  thejky^  and  tell  whether  itJhaU  he  fair  ^fi^V^^  ...  g 
nveather  ;  but  how  is  it  that  ye  do  not  difcern  this       *"'  ^  ' 

Let  us  conclude  then,  that  the  Jews  hav'e  truly 
had  reafon  to  fay,  that  "all  the  terms  of  the 
**  Mefliah*s  coming  are  paft.'*  Juddh  is  nc* 
more  a  kingdom,  nor  a  people  \  other  nations 
have  coilfeffed  the  Mefliah,  who  was  to  be  fenti 
J  Esi^s  CrtRisT  hath  been  fliewn  to  the  Gentiles : 
lat  that  fign  they  have  turned  without  delay  to 
the  God  of  Abraham,  and  the  blefling  of  that 
patriarch  hath  diffufed  itfelf  over  the  whole 
earth*  The  man  of  forrows  hath  been  preached^ 
And  the  remifHon  of  fins  proclaimed  by  his  death. 
All  the  weeks  have  elapfed  *,  the  defolation  o^  • 
the  people^  and  of  the  fanftuary,  a  juft  punifli- 
ment  of  the  death  of  Christ,  hath  had  its  final 
accompli(hment(  in  (hort^  the  Ch&ist  hath  ap- 
peareci  with  all  the  charadlers  the  tradition  ot 
the  Jews  confelted  in  him,  and  their  incredulity 
remains  vi^ithoUt  excufe*  / 

^o  do  ^e  fee^  from  that  tittle^  xlhdoubted 
toarks  of  their  reprobation*  After  Jesus 
CHRtsT^  they  did  nothing  but  plUnge  themfelves 
taio're  and  more  into  ignofance  and  mifery^  whence 
the  extremity  alone  of  their  calamities^  and  the 
Ihanle  of  having  been  fo  often  a  prey  to  error, 
jQiall  deliver  them;  or  rather  the  goodnefs  of 

2  God^ 
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God,  when  the  time  appointed  by  his  provi- 
dence for  puniftiing  their  ingratitude  and  £ubdu- 
ing  their  pride  fliall  be  accompli(hed» 

In  the  .mean  time  they  remain  the  (corn  of 
nations,  and  the  objetSl:  of  their  averfion  ;   nor 
hath  fo  long  a  captivity  made  them  yet  come  to 
themfelves,  though  that  one  would  think  (hould 
be  fufficient  to  convince  them.     For  indeed,  as 
met.  Ep.  ad  St.   Jerom   fays  to  them,     *'  What  doft  thou 
Dan  Tom.  3."  igxpefl:,    O   Unbelieving   Jew  ?    Thou    didft 
^*  '  ".  commit  much .  wickednefs  during  the  time  of 

"  the  judges  :    thine  idolatry  had  made    thee 
**  a  flave  to  all/  the   nations  round  about  ;  but 
*'  God  foon  took  pity  on   thee,  and   was    net 
"  flow  to  fend  thee  Saviours.     Thou  didft  mul- 
"  tiply  thine   idolatries  under  thy  kings  ;  but 
the^  abominations  into  which  thou  felleft  un- 
der Ahaz  and  Manafleh,  were  punifhed  only 
by  feventy  years  captivity.     Cyrus  came  and 
reftored  to  thee  thy  native  country,  thy  tem- 
ple, and  thy  facrifices.     At  length  thou  waft 
overthrown  by  Vefpafian  and  Titus.     Fifty 
years  after,  Adrian  completed  thy  extirpation ; 
and  four  hundred  years   haft  thou    groaned 
under  oppreffipn."     Thus  St.  Jerom.     The  . 
argument  is  ftrengthened  fince,     and  thirteen 
hundred  years  have  been  added  to  the  defolation 
of  the  Jewifti  people.     Let  us  fay  then,  inftead 
of  four  hundred  years,  that  feventeen  centuries 
have  beheld  the  continuance  of  their  captivit)', 
nor   has   their   yoke  become  liffhter.     "  What 
have  ye   done,  O  ungrateful  people !  Slaves 
in  all  countries,  and  of  all  princes,  ye  do  not 
fprve  ftrange  Gods.     How  hath  God,  who 
-    ■  "had 
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*'  had  elefted  you,  forgotten  you,  and  wherp 
* '  are  his  former  tender  mercies  ?  What   wick- 
ednefs,    what   greater    Crime    than   idolatry, 
makes  you  feel  a  chaftifement,  that  your  ido- 
latries had  nevet  brought  upon  you  ?  Ye  hold 
your   peace.     Ye  cannot  comprehend,  what 
*'  makes  God  fo   inexorable.    Remember  that 
*'  expreflion  of  your  fathers  :  His  blood  be  on  w,Mat.xxvu.ao. 
and  on  our  children ;    and   again  :    We  have  noi^^  *^^'  *5» 
king  but  Pefar.     'The   Mefliah  fhall  not  be 
your   king  ;  hold  faft   that  which  you  have 
*'  chofen  !  continue  the  flave  of  Cefar,  and   of 
*^  the  kings,  until  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles  be^^^-  «»•  *5> 
*'  coTTie  in^  and  fo  all  Ifrael  befavedC^  ^ 

This  converfion  of  the  Gentiles  was  the  fe-       XI. 

the  Mefliah,  and  the  lUreft  mark  of  his  coinmg.  converfion  of 
We  have  feen  how  the  prophets  had  clearly  fore-^^^^"^^*^- . 
told  it,  and  their  promifes  were  verified  in  the  cotmcifofGod, 
times  of  our  I^ord*     It  is  certain,  that  then  on- who  was  plea- 
ly,  and  neither   fooner.nor  later,  what  thfe  phi-f^^^^  ^°"^^'^ 
lofophers  never  dared  to  attempt,  what  heitherjcrofs  of 
the  prophets,  nor  the  Jewifh  people,    when  1^^"^,^^'^*^^^^% 
it   was  moft  protedled  and  moft  faithful,  werejneon  this 
iable  to  efFedl,  twelve  fifliermen  fent  by  Jesus  ma»««'' of  con^ 
Christ j  and  witnefles  of  his   refurreAion,  ac-^"""^ 
complilhed.     The  converfion  of  the  World,  was 
neither  to  be  the  work  of  philofophers,  nor  even 
of  prophets  :  it  was  referVed  for  the  Christ, 
and  was  the  fruit  of  his  crofs. 

It   behoved   indeed  Chrifk  and  his  apoftles 
tb  go  forth  from  the  Jews^  and  that  the  preach- 
^  ing   of  the  Gofpel  ftiould  begin  at  Jerufalem. 
A  mountain  was  to  be  eftablifJjed  and  exalted  in  theiL  \u  a. 

Z  2  hji 
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t^  dt^s^  according  to  Ifakh  i   and  thts  was  the 
ibid. «,  ^      Chriftian  church.     jM  the  Gentiles  were  to  come 
Ibid.  i7>  ««•   thither^  and  many  nations  "mere  to  flow  unto  it.    ^be 
Lord  dlone  was  to  be  exalted  in  that  day :  and  the 
idols  he  was  utterly  to  abolijh.     But  Ifaiah,  ivho 
faW  thcfe  things,  faw  alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
tbid.  J,  ♦• .    tb€  laWy  which  was  to  judge  among  the  nations^ 
Jhould  go  forth  out  of  Zion  ;  and  that  the  word  ^ 
the  Lord^  which  was  to  rebuke .  many  people^  fhoidd 
go  forth  from  Jtrufalan  ;  which  made  our  Saviour 
|olm  It.  »i.    fay,  ihiit  falvation  was  of  the  Jews,  And  it  was  fit, 
that  the  new  light,  wherewith  the  people  plunged 
in  idolatry  were  one  day  to  be  enlightened,  ftxould 
fetead  itfelf  abroad  through  the  Svhole  worid, 
from  the  place  where  it  had  ever  been.     It  was 
in  J^svs  ChPvIst,  the  fon  of  David  and   Abra- 
ham, that  all  nations  were  to    be  bleffed  and 
fandified*     This  we  have  oft  taken  notice  of  5 
t)ut  we  have  not  yet  obferved  the  caufe  for  which 
this  fufFcring  Jesus,   this  Jesus  crucified  and 
let  at  nought,  was  to  be  the  fole  author  of  the 
eonverfioh  of  the  Gentiles,  afid  the  albne  con- 
"  querof  of  idolatry. 

Saint  P^aul  hath  explained  this  myftery  to  us 

ifi  *the  firft  chapter  ot  his  firft  epiftle  to  the  Co- 

finthianSf  and  if  may  not  be  improper  to  confider 

^dof.  1.  t7,that  beautiful  paflage  in  its  full  extent.     ChriJ}^ 

>  »9>  *  •      f^j^  ht^fent  trie  to  preach  theGoJpel',  not  with  wif 

dom  of  wordsf  and  human  reatoning,  /g/?  the  crofs 

of  Chriji  Jhould  be  iHade  of  none  effect.     Fqr  the 

preaching  of  the  crofs  is  to  them  that  perijh  faolifh- 

nefs:  but  unto  us,  zvhith  arefaroed,  it  is  tke  power  of 

If.  xxjx.  !+•  God.     For  His  written^  I'willdejiroy  the.wifdmn  vf 

xxx^Ai.  i8t.     ^^  ^jj,^  ^^^  wil!  bring  to  nothing  the  under/landing 
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x>f  the  prudent.  Where  is  the  wife?  Where  is  the 
fcribe?  Where  is  the  dijputer  of  this  world?  Hath 
not  God  made  fooUfh  the  wifdom  of  this  world? 
Doubtlefs,  fince  it  could  not  bring  men  out  df 
their  ignorance.  But  the  reafon  St.  Paul  gives 
for  it  is  this:  After  that  in  the  ivifdm  of  Qod^i  Cor,i.  1^1, 
that  is,  in  the  creatures  he  had  fo  wifely  ordained, 
the  zi^orld  by  wifdom  knew  not  God^  he  took  another 
way,  and  was  pleafed  by  the  foolijknefs  ofpriaching 
to  fave  them  that  believe^  that  is,  by  the  myftery  of 
the  crofs,  wherein  human  wifdom  can  compre-» 
hend  nothing. 

New  and  admirable  defign  of  divine  provu 

dence  I  God  had  introduced  man  into  the  world, 

where,  which  way  foever  he  turned  his  oyes,  thq 

wifdom  of  the  creator  fhone  confpicuous,  in  the 

greatnefs,  magnificence,  riches  and  difpoiition  of 

th^t  fo  glorious  work,     Man  neverthelefe  n\if» 

took  him :  the  creatures,  which  presented  them-i 

ielves  to  raife  our  mind  higher,  fixed  it  here  be-» 

low :  blind  and  brutiih  man  paid  them  adoration ; 

and  nol  fatipfied  with  v^orfhipping  the  works  of 

'God*s  hanos,  he  fell  down  to  the  works  of  his 

Qwn.     Fables  more  ridiculous  than  thofe  that 

are  told  to  children,  conftituted  his  religion:  he 

forffot  reafon  \  but  God  will  haVe  him  to  forget 

it   ;n  another  manner,     A  work,  the  wifdom 

whereof  he  undcrftood,  touched  him  notj  ana-, 

ther  work  is  preifented  t^  him^  wherein  his  rea/on- 

mg  lofeth  itfelfjj  and  in  which  all   appeareth  to 

him  foolIfhnef$  5  namely,  the  crofs  pf  Chrift,     It 

is  not  by  reafdning  we  corne  to  underftand  this 

myftery,  but  by  bringing  into  captivity  every  thought  a  Cov,  k.  «i 

'^0  the  obedience  of  Qhriji  \  but  by  cafiin^  down  imagi- 

2f  3  nation^ 
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nations,  (or  reafonings)  and  every  high  thing    that 
exaUetb  itfelf  againft  the  knowledge  of  God. 

And  indeed,  what  dp  we  comprehend  in  this 
myftery,  wherein  the  Lord  of  glory  is  loaded 
■  with  reproaches ;  wherein  th^  divine  wiiHom  is 
brapd^d  with  folly-,  wherein' He,  who,  fecure  in 
P!iil.  11.  6,  7,1iinifelf  of  his  native  majefly,  thought  it  not  robbery 
*•  'to  be  equal  with  Q?d'y  but  made  himfelfofno  reputa-- 

,  tion^and  took  upon  him  the  form  of  afervant\  bum'- 

Uedhimfelf  and  became  obedient  unto  deaths  even  the 
death  of  the  crofs?  All  our  thoughts  are  confoun- 
ded; and,  as  St.  Paul  faid,  there  is  nothing 
appeareth  more  foolifli  to  thofe,  who  are  not  en- 
lightened from  above. 

Such  was  the  remedy  that  God  prepared  for 
Idplatry.     He  knew  the  mind  of  man^and  knew 
that  it  was  not  by  argument  an  error  muft  be 
deftroyed,  which  argument  had  not   eftablifhed. 
There  are  errors,  into  which  we  fall,  through 
reafoningj    for   thereby  man   often   confounds 
himfelf:  but  idolatry  had  come  in  by  the  oppo- 
fite  extreme,  by  ftifling  all  reafoning,  \yfi  fuffer- 
ing  the  fenfes   to  predominate,  whJfti  were  for 
cloathing  every  thing  with  the  qualities   they 
are  affeded  with :  and  thus  had  the  Deity  become 
vifible  and  grofs.     Men  gave  the  Divinity  their 
own  figure,  and  what  was  ftill  more  ihameful, 
their  vices  and  paffions.    Reafoning  had  no  ihare 
in  fo  brutal  an  error.     It  wa^  a  fubverfion  of  all 
right  reafon,  a  delirium,  a  phrenfy.     Argue  with 
a  phrentic  perfon,  or  again  ft  a  man  in  the  rage  of 
a  burning  fever,  you  do  but  the  more  provoke 
him,  and  render  the  diftemper  incurable.     You 
muft  go  to  the  caufe,  correft  the  temperament, 

^    and 
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and  calm  the  humours,  whofe  violence  occafions 

fuch  extravagant  tranfports.    Juft  fo,  it  muft  not 

be  reafoning  that  will  cure  the  delirium  of  idola^ 

try.     What  have   the  philofophers  gained   by 

their  pompous  difcourfes,  their  fublimeftyle,  their 

reafonings  fo  artfully  framed?  Did  Plato   with 

his  eloquence,  which  was  thought  divine,  over-. 

throw  one  fingle  altar,where  thofe  monftrous  Di-: 

^inities  were  worfhipped  ?  On'  the  contrary,  h^ 

and.  his   difciples,  and  all  the  wife  men  of  this 

.  world  (acrificed  to  a  lye :  ^bey  lecame  vaiH  in  (heirloom,  i,  %%^ 

imaginations:  their foolijh  heart  was  darkened:  pro-^^*" 

f effing  themfelves  to  be  wife^  they  became  fools^  fince, 

contrary  to  their  natural  light,  they  paid  adpr^-i 

tion  to  creatures. 

"   Was  it  not  then  with  reafon,  that  St.  Paul  cried 
out  in  that  paflage,  Where  is  the  wife?  Where  is^  Cor,  J,  ^#^ 
the  fcribe?  Where  is  the  difputer  of  this^  world? 
Did  they  fo  much  as  fufpeft  it  their  duty  openly 
to  oppofe  fo  many  blafphemies,  and  to  fufFer,  nbfe 
to  fay  the  fevereft  punifhment,  but  even  the 
fmalleft  affront  for  the  truth  ?  So  far  from  ^hatj, 
they  held  the^  truth   in  mrighteoiifnefs^  and   laid  it-Rom,  I,  \%s 
down  as  a  maxim,  that  in   matters  of  religion, 
Ihey  were  to  follow  the   people:    the  people, 
whom  they  ib  much  defpifed,  Was  a   rule  in    a 
matter  the  moft  important  of  all,  and  in  which 
their  fuperior  lights   feemed  the  moft  neceffary^ . 
What  haft  thou  then  availed,  O  philofophy? 
Hath  not  God  madefooUJh  the'  wifdom  of  this  worlds  ^  Cor,  u  t%k 
as  faid  St.  Paul  ?  Hath  he  'not  dejiroyed  the  wifdom  ^* 
of  the  wife^  and  brought  to  nothing  tke  underjianding 
^f  the  prudent?         '"  t^  ' 
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Thus  hath  God  fhewn^  by  experience,  that 
the  overthrow  of  idolatry  could  not  be  the  work 
PI  human  reaion  alone.  Far  from  committing 
to  it  the  cure  of  fuch  a  malady,  God  completed 
its  confufion  by  the  myftery  of  the  crofe,  and 
at  the  fame  time  carried  home  the  remedy  to  the 
fource  of  the  etil. 

Idolatry,  if  we  rightly  underft^d  it,  took  itd 
rife  from  that  profound  attachment  yrhich  w« 
have  to  ourfelves.  Thi$  it  was  that  had  made  . 
us  contrive  gods  like  unto  ourfelves ;  gods,  who 
in  reality  were  but  men,  fubjeA  to  like  paffions^ 
weakne(Ies,  and  vices  :  fo*  that  under  the  name 
of  Deities,  it  was  really  their  own  thoughts, 
pleafures,  and  fancies,  that  the  Qentile^  wor^ 
ihipped. 

Jesus  Christ  leads  us  into  other  paths*  His 
poverty,,  ignominy,  and  his  crofs  rendered  him 
fin  abjedb  Shocking  to  our  fenfes.  Yft  muft,  if 
I  may  fo  fay,  diyeft  us  of  ourfelves,  renounce 
ail,  crucify  all,  in  ord^r  to  fpUpw  him.  Man 
torn  from  himfelf,  and  from  all  that  his  cor* 
option  made  him  fond  of^  becomes  capable  of 
^doring  God  and  his  eternal  truth,  whofe  rule^ 
alone  he  refolvcs  henceforth  tp  'v^alk  by. 
.  Then  perifh  and  yanifli  away  all  idols,  both 
thofe  that  were  worfhipped  upon  the  ijiltars,  an4 
thofe  that  every  one  ferved  in  his  heart,  Thele 
had  fet  up  the  others.  Men  worshipped  Venus^ 
becaufe  they  yielded  themfclves  up  to  the  do- 
minion of  love,  and  were  charmed  with  its  power, 
feadchus,  the  moft  wanton  of  all  the  goc&,  had  ' 
ilt^t:?,  becaufe  people  abandoned  thj^mfelves, 
-  and  facrificed,  fo  to  ipeak>  to  the  delight  of  their 

'  feirfes^ 
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■  fenfcs,  more  pleafing,  and  intoxicating  thah  wine, 
Jesxjs  Christ  by  the  myftery  of  his  cfdfs  cbmei 
to  imprint  upon  their  hearts  the  love  of  fufter- 
ings,  inftead  of  pleafures.  The  idols  that  were 
worfhipped  without  were  fcattiered,  b6caufe  thofe 
that  were  worfhipped  "Within  did  no  morfe  fubfift : 
liie  pure  in  fpirit,  faith  Christ  himfelf,  are  ren«Matt,  r,  s« 
dered  capable  of  feeing  God ;  and  man,  far  from[  » 
making  God  like  to  himfelf,  ftrives  rkther,  v(S 
far  as  his  weaknefs  can  fuffer  him,  to  bfecdine 
like  unto  God. 

The  myftery  of  Christ  Jesus  hftth  let  ^Xi 
fee,  how  tne  Deity  could  without  diniinutioti  pf 
its  glory  be  united  to  our  nature,  and  clbath  it- 
felf  with  our  infirmities.  The  Word  is  rnadS 
flefh  :  he  who  had  the  form  arid  nature  bf  God,  Phil.  ii.«,7# 
without  lofing  what  he  was,  took  upon  htm  the  forth 
of  a  fervant.  Unalterable  in  himfelf,  he  uriites,  he 
afTumes  to  himfelf  a  foreign  nature.  O  /rien ! 
ye  were  for  gods  that  fhould  be,  to  fk^  thei 
truth,  but  men,  and  thofe  vicious  men  t6o :  this 
was  no  fmall  blindnefs.  But  here  is  a  new  ob* 
jed:  of  adoration  for  you  !  God  and  mail  tbge- 
ther  ;  but  a  man,  who  hath  loft  nothing  of  what 
}ie  was  by  taking  upon  him  what  we  are.  The 
peity  rernains  immutable ;  and  without  a  poffi-v 
bility  of  debafing  itfelf,  exalts  what  it  unites  with 
it. 

But  further,^  ^hat  is  it  that  God  hafh  taken  of 
lis  ?  our  vices  and  fins  ?  God  forbid  :  he  took 
pothing  of  man,  but  what  he  made  in  man  •,  and 
;t  is  certain,  that  he  had  made  in  him  jieithef 
ipn  nqr  vice.  He  had>  made  his  nature,  his 
iiature  he  topk  upon  him.    It  may  be  faid  that 

he 
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he  had  nude  mortality  with  the  infirmity  that 
attends  it,  becaufe,  although  it  might  not  be 
in  the  fir  ft  defign,  it  was  the  juft  punifhment  of 
'  ,  fin,  and  in  that  quality  was  the  work  of  the  di- 
vine juftice.  So  therefore  God  did  not  diiHain 
to  take  it  upon  him  ;  and,  by  taking  upon  him 
the  pain  of  fin  without  fin  itfelf,  he  (hewed  that 
he  was  not  a  guilty  perfon  puniflied,  but  the 
righteous  atoning  for  the  fins  of  others. 

So  that  inftead  of  the  vices,  which  men  feigned 
in  their  Gods,  all  the  virtues  appeared  in  this 
God-man  ;  and  that  they  might  fliine  forth  in 
the  fevereft  trials,  they  appeared  amidft  the  moft 
'  horrid  torments.  Let  us  no  more  feek  another 
vifible  God  after  this  2  he  only  is  worthy  to  pull 
down  all  idols  •,  and  the  vidlory  he  was  to  gain 
over  them  is  faftened  to  his  crofs. 
,  That  is  to  fay,  it  is  faftened  to  an  apparent 

r  Cor.  i*  ai»foJIy.  per  the  JewSy  as  St.  Paul  goes  on,  re- 
>3»»4»  as-  ^^y^^  aftgn^  whereby  God  moving  all  nature  with 
power  and  great  glory,  as  he  did  at  the  depar- 
ture out  of  Egypt,  may  fet  them  vifibly .  above 
their  enemies ;  and  the  Greeks^  or  the  Gentiles, 
feek  after  wifdom^  and  laboured  difcourfes,  like  ' 
.  thofe  of  their  Plato  and  Socrates.  But  we^  con-, 
tinues  the  apoftle,  preach  Chriji  crucified^  unto 
the  Jews  a  fiumbling  hlock^  and  not  a  fign  ;  and 
unto  the  Gentiles  foolijhnefs^  and  not  wifdom  :  W 
unto  them  which  are,  called^  both,  Jews  and  Gr^Sy  • 
Chrijt  the  pcwer  of  God^  and  the  wifdom  of  God. 
Becaufe  the  foolifhnefs  of  God  is  wifcr  than  men  ;  and 
the  weaknefs  of  God  is  fitonger  than  men.  Behold 
the  ^nifliing  ftroke  that  was  to  be  given-  to  our 
conceited  ignorance.     The  wifdom  to  whkh  we 

are 
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are  called,  is  fo  fublime,  that  it  appears  folly  to 
our  wifdom  y  and  its  rules  are  fo  exalted,  that 
the  whole  feems  an  extravagant  flight  of 
error.  « 

But  if  that  divine   wifdom  is  impenetrable  to 
us  in  itfelf,  it  declares  itfelf  by  its  effeds,  •  A      .  . 
virtue  goes  out  from  the  crofs,  and  all  the  idols 
are  fhaken.     We  fee  them  fall  to  the  ground, 
though  iupported  by  the  whole  Roman  powers 
It  is  not  the  wife,  it  is  not  the  noble,  it  is  not 
the  mighty  that  have  wrought  fo  great  a  mira- 
cle.    The  work  of  God  hath  been  carried  on  - 
by  (ucceflion  ;  and  what   he  had  begun  by  the 
humiliation  of  Jesus  Christ,  he  hath  finiflied 
by  the  humiliation  of  his  difciples.     For  ye  fee  \  Con  L  i^ 
your  callings  brethren^  thus  St.  Paul  concludes  his*7>*8**9» 
admirable  difcourfe,..  you  fee  thofe  whom   God 
hath  called  amongft  you,  and  of  whom  he  hath 
compofed  this  church  vidorious  over  the  world;     ^ 
how  that  not  many  wife  men  after  the  flefh^  not  many      *  . 
mighty^  not  many  nolle  are  called.     But  God  hath 
chef  en  the  fooUflo  things  of  the  world^  to  confound  the 
wife ;  and  God  hath  cbofen  the  weak  things  of  the 
worldy  to  confound  the  things  which  are  mighty :  and 
bafe  things  of  the  ^orld^  and  things  which  are  def 
fifed  h(}th  God  qhofen ;  yea^  and  things  which  are 
noty  to  bring  to  nought  things  that  are ;  that  no  flefh 
Jhould  ghry  in  hisprefence.     The  apoftles  and  their 
difciples,  the  outcafts  of  the  world,  naiy,  mere 
nothing  itfelf,  to  behold  them  with  hu'man  eyes, 
have  prevailed  over  all  the  emperors,  and  the 
whole   empire.     Men  had  forgot  the  creation, 
and  God  hath  renewed  it,  by  producing  out  of 
that  nothing,  his   church,  which  he.  hath  ren- 

'     dered 
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AtrtA  all-powerful  againft  error.  He  hath  con- 
founded together  with  idols  all  human  greatnefi 
that  interpofed  in  iheir  defence  ;  and  he  hath 
performed  fo  .great  work,  as  he  had  don^  the 
univerfe,  by  the  fole  power  of  his  word, 
^i-  Idoktry  appears  to  us  wcaknefe  itfelf^  and  we 

fonns*^f  ido-  ^^^  hardly  conceive  how  fo  much  ftrength  ihould 
latrjr,  the  fen-havfe  been  fcquifite  to  deftroy  it.     But  on  the 

^nn^tiS^i^^^^^^y^  ^^^  extravagance  fhews  the  difficulty 
veneration  fofthfert  was  to  conquer  it,  and  fo  great  a  fiibver-t 
**^<i"||X'  P^-fion  of  right  reafon  fufficiehtly  demonftrates  how 
phy' and  here- ^^^^^  thc  firft  principles  wcre  tainted^  Th^ 
ficscoraeto  its  world  was  gtown  old  in  idolatry:  and  infatuated 

^y^h^'^Jv^^y  *^^  ^^°'^  was  become  deaf  to  the  voice  of  na, 
^.  ture,  which  crieH  out  againft  them.  What  power 

was  there  not  neceffiry  to  recal  to  the  memory  of 
ihan  the  true  God  fo  profoundly  forgot,  and  to 
recover  mankind  froin  fo  woful  a  ftate  pf  ftupir 
dity? 

AH  the  fenfes,  all  the  paffioiis,  all  mtercfts 
fought  for  idolatry,  It  was  quite  calculated  for 
pleafure :  diverfions,  ihew^,  and  even  lewdtiefs  itr 
felf  made  a  part  of  the  divine  worfliip,  The  feA 
tivals  were  nothing  but  farces;  and  there  was  no 
fcerie  pf  man's  life,  whence  modefty  was  mo^re 
induftrioufly  banifhed,  than  from  the  m^fteries 
of  religion.  How  fttall  you  accuftom  mhids  fo 
N  corrupted  to    the   regularity  of  true  religion, 

which  is  chafte,  fevere,  an  enemy  to  the  fenfes, 
^nd  folely  in^nt  upon  invifible  joys  ?  ^s  Saint 
Adsi^xlv.  25.  Paul  {^kc  to  Felix,  governor  of  Jud^a,^  rr^i/^? 
eufnefsy  ientfjsr^mce^  am  judgment  to  con^e^  be  irenh 
hledy  an4  anfwered^  Go  thy  way  for  this  tifne\  when 
i  have  a  conft^enimt  feafon^  l  wiU  c^ll  f^  thfe.   Xhis 

was 
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was  1  difcourfe  to  be  put  far  off  by  a  man,  wKo 
i^as  refolved  to  enjoy,  without  fcruple,  and  at 
any  rate,  the  good  things  of  the  earth. 

Would  you  fee  the  efforts  of  intercft,  that 
powerful  fpring,  which  gives  .motion  to  human 
affairs  ?  In  that  great  downcry  of  idolatry,  which 
St.  Paul's  preaching  begun  to  caufe  in  all  Afia,  - 
the  craftfmen  who  got  their  living  by  ^akiil^ 
little  filver .  (hrincs,  or  temples,  of  Diana  m 
.  Ephefus,  aflembled  themfelves  together,  and  the 
leading  man  among  them  reprefented  to  them, 
that  their  gain  was  like  to  ceafe:  And  not  only,  aBaxvl.zj. 
lays  he,  this  our' craft  is  in  danger  to  be  fet  at  nought ; 
but  alfo  the  tempk  of  the  great  goddefs  Diana  Jhall  be 
defpifedy  and  her  magnificence  JhaU  be  dejiroyed^  whom 
all  Afia  and  the  world  worjhippeth. 

How  powerful  is  intereft,  and  how  bold,  w)ien 
it  can  cloak  itfelf  with  the  pretext  of  religion! 
There  needed  no  more  to  ftir  up  the  workmen. 
They  falUed  forth  with  one  acccwtl  like  fo  many 
madmen,  crying  out.  Great  is  Diana  of  the  ^phe* 
JianSy  and  dragging  St.  Paul's  companions  to  the 
theatre,  where  the  whole  city  was  tumultuoufly 
affembled.  Then  the  cries  were  redoubled,  and 
for  the  fpace  of  two  hours  the  public  place  rung 
with  thefe  words.  Great  is  Diana  of4he  Ephefians^ 
St.  Paul  and  his  companions  were  with  difficulty 
refcued  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people  by  the 
magiftrates,  who  feared  left  there  fliouid  happen 
greater  diforders  in  the  uproar.  If  to  the  inte- 
reft of  private  peribns  you  joirf  the  intereft  of  the 
priefts,  who  were  about  to  fafl  with  their  gods  1^ 
and  to  all  this  add  the  intereft  of  the  cities^  which 
falfc  religion /Tendered  confider^bk,  as  the  city  of     ' 

Ephefus,- 
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Ephefiis,  which  owed  to  its  temple  its  privilegef^ 
and  the  refbrt  of  ftrangers,  whereby  it  was  en- 
riched :  what  ftorm  muft  there  ariie  againft  the 
infant  cliUrch  ?  and  need  we  be  furpriled  to  fee 
the  apoftles  fo  oft  beaten,  ftoned,  and  left  for 
dead  in  the  midft  of  the  populace  ?  But  a  great- 
er intereft  is  about  to  move  a  greater  machine; 
the  intereft  of  the  ftate  is  about  to  put  the  fenate, 
people,  and  emperors  all  in  aftion< 
liT.lib.xxxiic.  The  decrees  of  the  fenate  had  long  pfohibited  ' 
ftcOrat^ae-f^f^j^g^  religions.     The    emperors  had  entered 

SLTtttul.A^i'ito  the  fame  policy;  and  in  that  great confulta* 
polog.  5.  Etif.  tion  about  reforming  abufes  of  the  government, 
Hift.  Eccl.  11.  ^j^^  ^f  ^^  ^j^jg£  regulations  that  Mecenas   pro- 

pofed  to  Auguftus,  was  the  preventing  of  inno^ 

vations  in  refigion,  which  never  failed  to  occafion 

dangerous  commotions  in  a  ftate.     The  maxim 

'  was  juft:  for  what  is  there  that  more  violently 

agitates  mens  minds,  and  carries  them  to  ftranger 

cxceffcs  ?  But  God  was  refolved  to  ftiew  that  the 

eftablifliment  of  the  true  religion  excited  no  fuch 

troubles ;  and  this  is  one  of  the  wonders,  which 

demonftrate  his  having  had  a  hand  in  the  workw 

-    For  who  would  not  be  amazed  to  fee,  that  during 

three  hundred  long  years,  that  the  church  had  to 

ftiffer  all  the  cruelties  that  the  rage  of  perfecutdrs 

could  invent,  amidft  fo  many  feditions  and  civil 

wars,  amidft  fo  many  confpiracies  againft  the  per- 

fons  of  emperors,  there  ftiould  never   be  found 

Tcrttil.  Apo^one  fingle  Chriftian,  good  or  bad?  The  Chriftians 

i«f*35t3^»«<^^defy  their  grcateft  enemies  to  name  one;  indeed, 

•there  never  was  one :  fo  much  veneration  for  the 

pubHc  powers  did  the  Chriftian  doftrine  infpircj 

and  fo  deep  was  the  impreffion  made  on  all  their 

minds 
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minds  by  thefe  words  of  the  Son  of  God:  RettrMsiUxxil.  n*- 

^ler  unto  Cefar  the  things  which  are  Cefar^s,  a)id  unto 
God  the  things  that  are  God^s. 

That  beautiful  diftinftion  conveyed  (o  clear  a 
light  into  their  minds,  that  never  did  the  Chrifti- 
ans  ceafe  to  reverence  the  image^  of  God  in 
princes,  even  when  thefe  were  perfecutors  of  the 
truth.  This  principle  fhines  fo  bright  in  all 
their  apologies,  that  they  infpire,  even  at  this 
day,  thofe  that  read  them,  with  the  love  of  pub- 
lic order,  and  Ihews  that  they  expefted  from 
none  but  God  the  eftablifhment  of  Chriftianity. 
Men  fo  determined  againft  the  fear  of  death,  TertuL  ApQ« 
who  filled  the  whole  empire,  and  all  the  armies,  ^^*  ^^' 
did  never  once  fly  out  into  any  diforder  during 
fo  many  ages  of  fufFering  ;  they  forbid  them- 
felves  not  only  feditious  adions,  but  even  the 
fmalleft  murmur.  The  finger  of  God  was  in 
the  work,  and  no  other  hand  but  his  could  have 
retrained  fpirits  provoked  by  fo  many  inju- 
ries. 

Indeed  it  was  hard  for  them  to  be  treated  as 
public  enemies,  and  enemies  of  the  emperors, 
them  who .  breathed  nothing  but  obedience,  and 
whofe  moft  ardent  wifhes  were  for  the  fafety  of 
the  princes,  and  happinefs  of  the  flate.  But 
the  Roman  policy  thought  itfelf  attacked  in  its  ~ 
foundations,  when  its  gods  were  defpifed.  Rome 
boafted  of  being  a  holy  city  from  her  foundati- 
on, confecrated  at  her  original  by  divine  aufoices, 
ahd  dedicated  by  her  founder,  to  the  god  of  war. 
She  alm'oft  believed  Jupiter  more  prefent  in  the 
capitol,  than  in  heaven.  She  thought  (he  owed 
her  viftories  to  her  religion.     It  was  thereby  (heClc.  Orat.  pro 
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p^v^^  ad     Ij^(J  overcome  both'  nations  and  their  gods,  for 
lor?Thfcod*   ^^ch  was  thereafoning  at  the  timfe  :  {o  that  the 
fr  Arc.  ap.   Roman  gods  muft  have  been  mafters  of  other 
^v."  Ep?  3o.€^^>  ^  ^^^  Romans  were  mafters  of  other  men. 
Zofim.  Hift.  ]R.otne  by  fubduing  Judea  had  reckoned  the  God 
ltb.iviv.&c.  of  the  Jews  among  the  gods  {ht  had  vanquiiliedr 
to  pretend  to  eftabliih  his  reign,  was  to  fap    the 
fouadations  of  the  empire  ;  it  was  to  hate   the 
vidories  and  power  or  the  Roman  people.  Thus 
.the  Chriftians,  enemies  of  the  gods,  were'look- 
icd  upon  at  the  fame  time  as  enemies  of  the  re- 
public.    The  emperors  took  more  pains  to  ex- 
terminate them,  than  to  exterminate  the  Parthi- 
ans,  Marcomans,  or  Dacians.     Chriftianlty  over- 
thrown  appeared  in  their  infcriptions   with  as 
much  pomp  as  the  Sarmatians  defeated.     But 
they  unjuftly  boafted  of  having  deftroyed  a  reli- 
gion, which  was   ftill  growing  under  fire    and 
[word.     In  vain  were  calumnies  joined  to  cruel- 
ty.     Men  who    praftifed   virtues  above  man, 
were  accufed  of  vices,  which   are  (hocking  to 
human  nature.     Thofe  were  accufed  of  inceft^ 
ivhofe   chaftity  was  their  delight.     Thofe  were 
accufed  of  eating  their  own  children,  who  did 
all  the  good  in  their  power  to  their  perfecutors. 
But  ih  Ipite  of  the  public   hatred,  the  force   of* 
'        truth  drew  favourable  reports  from  the  mouths 
of  their   enemies*      Every    body   knows  what 
Mto.  lib.  X.  the  younger  Pliny  WTote  to  Trajan  concerning 
*P*^-  97-        the  good  b^ehavioUr  of  the  Chriftians.     They 
were  juftified,  but  not  eicempted  from  the  fe-» 
Vexeft  punifhment ;  for  this  laft  ftroke  was  requi-» 
Jfite  in  order  to  finifh  in  them  the  image  of  jEsui 
Christ  crucified,  and  thfey  muft^  like  him,  go 
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to  the  crofs  with  a  public  declai^ation  of  their 
innocence* 

But  idolatry  did  not  lay  its  whole  ftrefs  upon, 
violence.  Although  its  bafis  wa?  a  brUtal  igno- 
rance, and  a  total  depravation  of  Common  fenfe^ 
it  was  Willing  to  colour  itfelf  over  with  fome  fliew 
of  argument.  How  many  times  did  it  endeSvour 
to  diiguife  itfelf  in  order  to  cover  its  ftiame, !  It 
fbmetimes  affeded  a  reverence  for  the  Deity, 
faying,  Whatever  is  divine  is  unknown  :  the 
Deity  aldne  knows  itfelf :  it  is  not  for  us  to  en* 
ter  into  fo  high  matters  i,  wherefore  we  are  t<3 
believe  our  forefathers,  and  every  one.  ought  to 
follow  the  religion  which  he  finds  eftabliftied 
in  his  country*  By  thefe  maxims,  errors  equally 
grofs  and  impious,  which  filled  the  whole  earthy 
were  without  remedy  j  and  the  Voice  of  nature^ 
which  proclaimed  the  true  God,  was  ftifled* 
Inhere  was  ground  to  think  that  the  weaknefs 
of  our  erring  reaibn  ftood  in  need  of  fome  au«* 
thority  to  bring  it  back  to  Its  firft  principle,  and  ' 

that  it  is  from  antiquity,  we  muft  learn  true  re- 
ligion. And  fo  you  have  feen  the  uninterrupted 
prbgreflion  of  it  from  the  beginning  of  the 
\vorTd»  But  of  what  antiquity  CoUld  Paganifm 
boaft,  which  could  not  read  its  .own  hiftories 
without  finding  in  them  the  origin  not  only  of 
its  religion^but  even  of  its  gods?  Varrb  andCicer6,pe  jia^.  peor. 
not  to  mention  other  authors^  have  fujfficicntlyiib.i.  &m; 
ihewh  thisfc  Or  ihould  we  have  recourfe  to  thofe 
numberlefs  thoufands  of  ycars^  which  the  E- 
jyptians  filled  with  confufed  and  impertineot 
rabies^  in  order  to  eftablifti  the  antiquity  they 
boafted  i  yet  there  too  were  to  be  ften  the  birth 
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utid  death  of  the  divinities  of  Egypt,  and  that 
people  could  not  make  themfelves  ancient^  with- 
ctixt  pointing  out  the  beginning  of  their  gods. 

But  behold  another  form  of  idolatry ;     and 
this  would  have  men  to  adore  every  thing  that 
pafled  for  divine.     The  Roman  policy,  which  fo 
ftriftly  prohibited  ftrange  religions,  allowed  the 
worfhipping  of  the  gods  of  the  Barbarians,  pro- 
vided it  had  adopted  them.     Thus  did  it  afFcA 
to  appear  equitable  towards  all  gods,  as  well  as 
towards  all  men.     It  fometimes^  offered  incenfe  to 
the  God  of  the  Jews  with  the  reft.     W^  find  a 
letter  of  Julian  the  apoftate,  whereby  he  promi- 
fes  to  the  Jews  to  rebuild   the  holy  city,    and 
with  them  to  facrifice  to  God  the  creator  of  the 
univcrfe.     It  was  a  common  error.     We  have 
{ttn^  that  the  heathens  were  very  willing  to  wor- 
Ihip  the  true  God,  but  not  the  true  God  alone; 
and  it  was  not  the  fault  of  the  emperors,  that 
Jesvs  ChrjsI:  himfelf,  whofe  difciples  they  were 
perfecuting,  had  not  altars  among  the  Romans. 

-How!  could  the  Romans  ever  t|iink  of  ho* 
nduringasa  God  him  whomi  their  magiftrates 
had  condemned  to  the  moft  infamous  punilhment, 
aild  whom  feveral  of  their  authors  have  loaded 
with  reproaches !  The  thing  i$  inconteftabk,  nor 
n^  we  be  aftonilhed  at  it. 

,  Let  us  firft  of  all  diftinguifh  what  general 
aflertions  a  blind  inveteracy  diift^tes,  from  pofi- 
tiveiafts afcertained by  proof.  Certakiit is  that 
the  RoAians,  though  they  conldei^iied  Jtsus 
CftWST,  did  never  tax  him  with  any  one  parricu- 
laf  crime.  This  made  Pilate  condemn  him  with 
fuch  reluftaaacC)  wheii  overcome  by  the  clamors 
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and  threats  of  the  Jews.  But  What  is  much 
more  wonderful^  the  Jews  themfelvesj  at  whofe 
inftance  he  was  crucified,  have  notpreferved  in 
their  ancient  books  the  memory  of  any  one  aftion^ 
that  might  caft  the  Icaft  blemifli  Upon  his  life^  fo 
far  were  they  from  remarking  any  that  fhould 
have  made  him  deferve  the  cruelefk  and  moft  ig- 
nominious  puniftiment:  whereby  is  mariifeftly 
confirmed  what  we  read  in  the  Gdfpel,  that  .our 
Lord's  whole  crime  was  his  having  called  him* 
fclf  the  Chrift  the  Son  of  God- 
Indeed  Tacitus  gives  us  an  account  of  Jesust ac.  An.  xt# 
Christ's  fufiFering  under  Pontius  Pilate,  andH- 
during  the  empire  of  TiberiUs;  but  he  men-^. 
tions  not  one  crime  that  ftiould  have  made  him 
worthy  of  death,  fave  that "  of  being  the  author 
of  a  fed  convided  of  hating  mahkina^  or  of  being 
hateful  to  it.  Such  was  the  crime  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  Chriftiansj  and  fheir  greatcft 
enemies  could  never  accufe  them  but  in  vague 
terms,  without  ever  producing  ofte  pofitive  fad 
that  could  be  laid  to  theiv  <^harge. 

It  is  true,  that  in  the  laft  perfecution,  and  thred 
hundred  years  after  Jesus  Christ,  the  heathens,, 
being  quite  at  a  lofs  how  to  brand  either  him  or 
his  difciples^  publilhed  forged  aids  of  Pilate^ 
wherein  they  pretended  the  crimes  were  to  bd 
feen,  for  which  our.  Saviour  Kad  beefl  crtteified. 
But  as  we  hear  nothing  of  thofe  ads  iil  all  the 
preceding 'ages,  and  as  neither  linder  Neroy  nor 
Domitian,  who  fwayed  the  imperial  feeptre  in 
the  beginning  of  Ghril^ianity,  how  grfeat  enemies 
foever  they  were  to  it,  do  we  find  one  word  a- 
bout  them,  it  evidently  appears,  that  they  were 
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cooked  up  for  the  purpofc;  and  there  were  a- 
mong  the  Romans  fo  few  certain  proofs  againft 
Jesus  Christ,  that  his  enemies  were  obliged 
to  hive  recourfe  to  fidion. 

Behold  then  one  clear  point,  the  innocence  of 
Jesus  Christ   irreproachable.     Let  us  add  a- 
hother,  the  hojinefs  of  his  life  and  doftrine  ac- 
knowkdged^     Ohe  of  the  greateft  Roman  em- 
Lamprid.  in   perori$  ftftmely,  Alexander  Severus,  admired  our 
Altx.  Scv.  c.  Lord,  and  caufed  fome  fentences  of  his  Gofpel 
^'  ^  *  to  be  infcribed  on  the  public  works,  as  well  as  in 

his  own  palace.  The  fame  emperor  commend- 
ed, and  propofed  as  a  pattern,  the  godly  caution 
with  which  the  Chriftians  ordained  minifters  in 
facred  things.  But  this  is  not  all:  there  was  in 
his  palace  a  fort  of  chapel^  where  he  facrificed 
every  morhihg;  H^  had  confccrated  the  im^es 
Id.  c,i9,3i.  of  holy  foulsy  among  which  he  ranked  with  Or- 
pheus, Jesus  ChiIist  and  Abtaham.  He  had 
another  chapel^^  or  as  you  pleafe  to  tranflate  the 
latin  word  Larafium^  of  lefs  dignity  than  the  for- 
mer, where  were  to  be  feen  the  images  of  A- 
chilles,  and  fome  other  great  men;  but  Jesus 
Christ  was  placed  in  the  forcmoft  rank.  *Tis 
a  Heathen  that  records  it,  and  for  a  witnefs  he 
cites  an  author  of  Alexander*s  own  time.  Thefp 
then  are  twd  ^itneflcs  of  this  one  faft,  and  here 
is  anotl«i^:$tft^  which  i&  no  lefs  furprizing. 
Porph.  i.  de  .  AJlfipigfa  Porphyry,  by  abjuring  Chriftiani- 
Slo^E^eb.  ^y  ^^  declared  hinaifeif  an  enemy  to  it,  he 
Dcm,Ev.iu.8.neverthelefs,  in  the  book  entitled  Phildfophy  by 
Oracks^  owns  that  there  were  ibriie  of  them  very 
favourable  to  the  holiricfs  of  Jbsus  Christ. 
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God  forbid  that  we  fhould  learn  from  lying  Aug.  do  cir. 
Oracles  the  glory  of  the  Sonof  God,  who  filenccd^*''  xix.<?.aa, 
them  by  his  birth.     Thofe  Oracles  quoted  by 
Porphyry  are  mere  inventions  of  men  :  but  it  is 
proper  to  know  what  the  Hanthfcns  put  into  the 
mouths   of  their   gods  concerning   our    Lord. 
Porphyry  then  affures  us  that  there  were  Oracles, 
wherein  Jesus   Christ  is  called  a  pious  man; 
and  wprthy  of  immortality  ;  and  the  Chrifti-^ 
ans,    oi;i   the   contrary,    are  termed  impure 
and  deluded  people.*'     He  afterwards  recites 
the  oracle  of  the   goddefs   Hecate,    where  fhe 
fpeaks  of  Jesus  Christ  ^s  "  of  a  man  eminent 
"  for  his  piety,  whofe  body  indeed  yielded  to 
•'  torments,  but  whofe  foul   is  in  heaven  with 
"  the  blefled  fouls.     This  fouj,"  faid  Porphyi  y's 
goddefs,  '*  by  a  kind  of  fatality,  hath  inftilled 
"  error  into  the  fouls,  to  yrhom  deftiny  hath  not 
**  allotted  the  gifts  of  the  gods,  and  the  know- 
*'  ledge  of  the  great   Jupiter ;  wherefore  they 
*'  are  enemies  to  the  gods.     But  take  care  how 
"  you   blame  him,"   purfues   fhe  fpeaking   of 
Jesus  Christ,    "  and  only,  pity  the  errqr  of 
thofe  whofe  unhappy  f^te  I  have  related  to 
you."     Pompous  expreffions,  and  entirely  voi4 
of  meaning  !  but  they  prove  that  the  glory  of 
our  Lor4  tof ced  praifes  from  his  enemies. 

^efides  the  innocence  and  hoUnefs  of  Jesus 
Christ,  there  is  yet.  a   third  thing  of  t>Q  lefs 
confequence  than  either  ;   and  that  is,  hh  mira-? 
cles.     Certain  it  is,  that  the  Jew^  pever  denied Tr,  de  idolq. 
•  them  ;  and  we  find  in   their  T^mud  fome  of  ^^  ^  ^o™-  la 
thofe  which  his  difciples  wrought  in  his  name.    * 
Only,  jin   order  to  blacken  them^  they  faid  heTr.  de  Sabb. 
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rat.  jcfti,  feu  had  performed  them  by  incantations,  which  he 
•     }    ■       had  fcarned  in  Egypt ;  oi;  even  by  ithe  name  of 
God,  that  unknown  and  ineflFable  name,  whofe 
virtue  is   all  powerful,  according  to  the  Jews, 
and. which.  Jesus   Christ  had  difcovered,  none 
knows  how;  in  the  fknftuary  ;  or  in  fine,  becaufe 
he  was  one  of  thofe  prophets  jpblnted  out    by 
Dcut.  xuu  f,  Mofes,  whofe  lying  miracles   were  to  turn  the 
*'  people  to  idolatry.      Jesus  /CniiisT,  the   con- 

queror of  idols,  whofe  Gofpel  hath  caufed  one 
God  alone  to  be  acknowledged  through  all  the 
earth,  needeth  not  to  be  juftified  from  this  im- 
putation :  true  prophets  have  no  lefs  preached 
his  divinity  than  he  hath  himftlf  j  and  what 
muft  refult  from  the  teftimony  of  the  Jews  is, 
that  Tesus  Christ  worked  his  miracles  in  order 
fo  prove  his  miffion. 

Moreover,  when  they  tax  Ji5ni  with  having 
performed  them  by  the  power  of  magic,  they  ^ 
would  do  well  to  confider,  that  Mofes  was  ac- 
cufed  of  the  fame  crime.  This  was  the  ancient 
opinion  of  the  Egyptians,  who,  aftonifhed  at 
the  wonders  God  had  wrought  in  their  country 
by  that  great  man,  had  cUfled  him  in  the  num- 
ber of  chief  magicians^  We  may  likewife  fee 
Plin.  xxxl  J, this  opinion  in  Pliny  and  Apuleius,  where  Mofes 
iTim.iiirg.  ^ands  named  with  Jannes  and  Jambres,  thofe  ce-: 
lebrated  inchanters  of  Egypt,  whom  St.  Paul 
fpeaks  pf,  and  whom  Moles  had  confounded  by 
his  niiracles.  But  the  anfwer  of  the  Tews  was 
eafy.  The  dclufions  of  the  magicians  neve^- 
had  a  lafting  efFeft,  nor  do  they  tend  to  eftablifh, 
as  did  Mofes,  the  worfhip  of  the  true  God,  and 
Jiolinefs  of  life :  befides   that,  God  knqws    al- 
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ways  how  to  get .  the  maftery,  and.  to  perfori^ 
Works  that  defy  the  imitation  of  adverfe  powen 
The  very  fame  arguments  fet  Jesus  Christ 
above  fo  vain  an  accufation,  which  therefori4 
as  wie  have  already  remarked^  ferves  only  to  prpve 
Jbis  miracles  Inconteftable. .' 

So  eminently  are  they  fo  indeed, .  that ^  the 
Gentiles  could  np  more  difalIo\y  them  than'  the 
Jews.  .  Celfus,  the  great  .enemy  •,  of  the  X^hrifti^Orlg.  conu 
ana,  and  who  attacks  them^in. the  earlieft  tiriie?;^^^^' *•  *^« 
with  all  imagipahie.  addr^fs,  fearching   with  in- 
finite pains  for  every  thing  that  might  make  tp 
their  prejudice,  did  not  pretend  io  deny  all  our 
Lord's  miracles:  he   ihifts^itpJ^T by  faying. with 
the    Tews,  that  Tesus  Christ  had  learned  the 
lecrets  of  the  Egyptians/  th^t  is,  tnagic,  and  that 
he  arrogated  to  hinifelf  divinity,  from  the  '  won«P"g- il>^<i-  & 
ders  tliat  he  wTought  by  the.power  of  that  dam-paffi^fj^^^; 
naole  art.     It  was  for  the  fame  reafon  that  the  Cyr.  lib.  vi, 
Chriftlans  were   accounted  xnagicians;   s^nd  we 
have  a  pafi^e  of  J ulian  the.appftate  which^treatg 
pur  LordJa  miracles  with  cqutempt,  but  c^ll3 
them  not  i^t9  queftion.     Volufian,  in  h.i3  epiftle^Ap.Aug.t©nVf 
to  St.  Auguftine,  does  the'  fame,  and  this  way  oP*  ^f'  ^'  ^'^ 
talking  was  common  ^long  jf be.  Heathens, 

We  need  therefore  no  longer  be  aftonifhed,  if 
they  who  were  wont  to  d^fy  afl  mei;v  in  whon^ 
atty  thing  extraordinary  appeared, .  fhoi;Id,  bq 
willing  to  rant^  Jesus  Christ,  anipng  their  divi^ 
^jities...  Tiberiu$, .  upon  the  accounts  he  had 
froni  Judea,  propofed  to  the  fenate  to  grant  din 
vinie  JiQnours  to  Jesus  Chii^ist.  This  is.  jnot  b, 
fad  advanced  at  randoni,  for  Tertullian  relates  itTertiil.  Ayor 
as  public  ^nd  nptorious  in  his  apolggy^  which  he  Jj||;|,;^f'|[^^^ 
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prefentcd  to  the  fenatc  in  thp  name  of  the  churchy 
>vho  would  not  have  chofe  to  weaken  fo  good  a 
caufe  as  his  by  aflertions,  in  which  he  might 
,  liaVfe  been  fp  eafily  confuted.  But  if  we  want 
the  teftimony  of  a  heathen  author,  Lampridius 

Lapjp.mAlcx.  will  tell  US,  that  **.  Hadrian  had  reared  temples 

^•f-'  y  to  Jesus  Christ,  which  were  ftiU  to  be   fee»i 

"at  the  time  he  wrote  ;'*  and  tha,t  Alexander 
Severus,  after  firft  worihipping  hini  in  private, 
would  have  altars  ^publicly  erefted  to  him,  and 
commanded  that  our  Lord  ftiould  be  numbere4, 
with  the  Gods. 

;  There  is  certainly  great  injuftice  in  refblvin^ 
to  believe  nothing  conperning  •  Jesus  Christ, 
^ut  from  thofe  who  were  none  of  his  difciples : 

1    .  ,  for  'tis  to  feek  faith  in  infidels,  or  carp  and  exaft- 

-nefs  in  thofe,  who  bein'g  taken  up  with    quite 

•     .    . '       other  matters,  held  religion  as  k  thiiiff  indifftrent. 

■  feut  it  is  true  neverthelefs,-  that  the   glcry  of 

Jesus  Christ  fhone  with  fo  irrefiftrble  bright^ 

hcfs;'that  the  world  could,  not  fofbm  rendering 

him'  fome' teftimoay^  and  I  can 'bring  you  none 

■'  *      '    .'more  authentic    than*  that  of  fo*  'many  empe- 
rdvs.  '  .,..■. 

Iconfefs  howev^r,cthat  they  had  alfo  another 
defign!  There  \va^  .a  mixture  of  policy  in  the 
honours*  they  paid  to  Jesus  Christ.  They 
expefted  that  ^t  laft  the  religions  would  be 
united*;  and  that  the  Gods  of  all  fefi-s  would 
come  to  be  common.  The  Chriftians  had  no  no* 
tioniof  this  mixed  worfhip,  and  defpifed  no  lefs 
the  condefcenfions  than  the  cruelties  of  the  Ro- 
man  policy.  But  God  was  ferolved  that  another 
principle  fhould  make  the  heathens  reje<5l  thofe 
"  '  temples 
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teniple^^"t.H!ch    the  enipeVors  were   defigmng 

Tesus  Chri$t.     The  iddl  priefts,  as  we   learn 

from  the  heathen  author  already  fo  often  quoted, 

remonftrated   to  the   emperor    Hadrian,'  That 

"  if  he  confecrated  thofe  temples  built  for  the 

^'  life  of  the  Chriftians,  a^l  *  the  other  tenxples 

•*  woufd  be  forfaken,  and'  all  the  world  would 

^*  embrace  the  Chriftian  reKgion."     Idolatry  it-  *      ^ 

ielf  felt  in  our  religion  a  yiftorious  power^againft         ^    V  ; 

which  the  falfe  Gods  could  not  ftand,  and  proved 

itfelf  the,  truth  of  that  fayihg  of  the  apoftk,  Wbat^  Con  vi,  15, 

concord  hath  Chrift  with  Belial?    And  what  agree-^^'         .    . 

p%ent  hath  the  temple  of  God  with  idols  ?  ' 

Thus  by  the  power  of  the  crofs,  the  Pagan  re- 
ligion, confuted  by  itfelf,  was   falling'  to  ruln;^^^^^  .^^^ 
,  and  the  unity  of  God  was  prevailing  in  fuch  fort,,^.  &  feq!  a- 
that   at  kngth  even  idolatry   feemed  not'  very P»l*  ^«  ^^^Z, 
averfe  to  it.     It  argued,  that  the  "divine  nature,  |*|^;^-^^'^„^ 
being  fo  great  and  fo  extenfive,  could  be  exprefT- 
ed  neither  by  one  name,  nor   under  one  form ; 
but  that  Jupiter,  Mars.  Juno,   and  the  reft  of 
the  Gods,  were  in  the   main  but  one  and  the 
fame  God,  whofe  infinite  virtues  were  explained 
and   reprefented  by   fo,  many'  different  words. 
When  afterwards  it  was  obliged  to  come  to  the 
impure  hiftories  of  the  Gods,  to  their  infamous 
genealogies,  their  unchafte  loves,  their  feafts  and 
myfteries,  which  had  no '  other  foundation  t|;an 
thofe  extravagant  fables,  ja.ll  religion  was  turhed     . 
into  allegory :  It  was  the  world,  or  the  fun,  that 
proved  to  be  that  one  God  •,'  it  was  the  ftar^,  the 
air,  the  fire^  the  water,  the  earth,  and  their  vari- 
ous combinations,  that  were  concealed  under  the 
names  of  the  Gods,  and  in  their  loves.     Weslc 

ar.d 


^z  UNIVERSAL    HISTQRt. 

9XiA  pki  All  evaiton !  For  befides  that  the  fables 

were  fgandalous,  and  all  the  allegories   flat  and 

forced,  what  was  found  out  at  laft,  but  that  that 

one  God  was  the  univerfe  with  all  its  parts  ?    So 

that  the  foundation  of  religion  was  nature,   and 

flill  the  creature  adoped,  inftead  of  the  creator. 

Or'ig.  cont.        Thefci  wcak  pleas  fdr.idolatry,  thoiigh  drawtii 

Celf.  V.  V1.&C.  ft©nj  the  philofophy  of  the  ftoics,  did  not  cuite 

Flat.  Conv.    iattsfy  the  philofophers.      Celfus  and  Poiphyrjr 

S^iltb/iKe^^*^^  m  the  dodrine  of  Plato  and 

AMJp.  '4{n^i.Pyma^oras ;  and  you  (hall  fee  how  they  recon- 
A  d^'*  cilcd  the  unity  of  God  with  the  multiplicity  of 
Drif'viit  i^  the  vulgar  Deities,  Therewas,  they  faid,  but, 
&  feq.  xviii.  one  fupi«me  God :  but  he  was  fo  great,  that  he 
llkd  "  ^'^vi  nQt  concern  hixnfelf  with  ffnall  matto-Sv 
•\  *  Cqntented  with  haying  made  the  heavens  and 

the  ftars,  he  had  not  deigned  to  put  a  hand  to, 
this,  lower  world,  but  had  left  it  to  h^  framed 
by  his  fubalterns  ;  arid  rhan,  though  born  ta 
know  him,  becaufe  he  was  mortal, .  was  not  a 
wprk  worthy  of  his  hands.  .  And  thus  was  he 
inaccciTible  to  our  nature,,  he  bad  his  dwelling 
tpQ.  high  to  behold  the  children  of  men  ;  the 
celeflial  fpirits  who,  had  made  us,  wer^i  to  be  our 
mediators  with  him,  and  therefore  we  were  tor 
worfhip  them. 
Aug.  Ejp.  iif . ,  It  h  not  our  prefent  bufinefs  to  refute  tbofe 
^Volufian.  (ireams  of  the  Phtonifts,.  which  do  inde^  faM. 
of  themfelves.  The  friyffiery  of  Jesus  Christ 
deftroyed  them  fundamentally.  .  That  inyftery 
taught  men,  that  God,  who  had  made  them  in 
his  own  image,  was  very  far  from  dcfpi/ing" 
theni ;  that,  if  they  ftood  in  need  of  a  media- 
tor, it  was  not  on  accQunt  of  their  nature,  which 

God 
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Go4  had  made  as  he  had  done  all'tlve  reft,  byt; 
on  account'  of  their  fip,  whereof  they  wpre  the 
fole  authors  ;  moreover,  th^t  their  nature  wa^ 
fo  far  froni  removing  them  from  God,  that  Godl 
did  not  difdain  to  unite  himfelf  to  them  by  be- 
coming man,  and  gave  them  for  a  mediator, 
not  thofe  celefti^l  fpirits  palled  demons  by  the 
philpfophers,  and  by  the  Scripture  angels,  but  a 
man,  wKo  joining  the  power  of  God  to  our 
frail  nature,  ftiould  be  a  remedy  for  our  weak-^ 
nefs. 

But  if  the  pride  of  the  Pl^tonifts  cpuld  not 
ftoop  to  the  humiliations  of  the  Word  made 
flefh,  fhould  they  not  at  le^ft  have  conceived, 
tifiat  man,  though  a  little  lower  than  the  •  angels, 
was,  for  all  that,  like  them,  capable  of  ppffeffing 
Gqd  ?.  fo  that  he  was  rather  th^ir  brother  than 
their  fervant;,  and  was  not  to  worfhip  them,  but 
to  wprfl?iip  with  theni  in  the  fpirit  of  fellowship. 
Him  wHq  had  made  both  them  aii/i  h^m,  after 
his  own  likenefs.  ^  It  was  therefore  npt.  only  the 
laft  meann^fs,  but  alfo  the  Uft  ingratitude  in 
inanlfind,  to  facrifice  to  any  other  thau  God;, 
and  nothing  was  blinder  than  paganifm,  which, 
inftead  of  feferving  for  him  that  fupreme  wor- 
ship, rendered  it  to  fo  many  demons. 

i%erQ  it  was  that  idolatry,  which  feemed  at 
its  lafl:  ftruggle,  completely  difcovered  its  weak- 
ne{s.  Towards  the  end  of  the  perfecutioris,  . 
J^orphyry  being  hard  put  to  it  by  the  Chriftians, 
was  forced  tQ  lay  that  facrifice  was  not  fupreme 
worfliip  ;  and  behold  how  far  he  carried  his  ex- 
travagance. That  moft  high  God,  he  faid^  ac-  p#rphyr.  lib. 
cepted  no  facrifice  :  whatever  is  material  is  im-"-^  ^^  Abiiin* 
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pure  in  his  eyes,  and  may  not  be  ofFercd  to  him, 
.  Speech  itfelf  ought  not  to  be  employed  in  his 
worfhip,  becaufe  the  voice  is  a  corporeal  thing : 
we  fhould  adore  him  in  filence,  and  by  bare  me- 
ditation ;  any  other  \yrorfhip  is  unworthy  fb  ex- 
alted a  majefty. 

Thus  God  was  too  great  to  be  praifed.  It 
was  unlawful  to  exprefs,  as  we  can,  what  we 
conceive  of  Jiis  greatnefs.  Sacrifice^  though  it 
was  but  a  way  of  declaring  our  profound  de- 
pendence, and  an  acknowledgment  of  his  fbve- 
reignty,  was  not  for  him.  So  Porphyry  ex- 
prcfsly  affirmed  ;  and  what  elfe  was  this,  but  to 
abolifh  religion,  and  to  leave  entirely  without 
worfhip,  him  whom  they,  that  wanted  to  do  fo, 
acknowledged  the  God  of  gods. 

put  what  then  were  thofe  facrifices  which  the 
IWi.  ii.  dc  Gentiles  piFered  in  all  the  temples  ?  Porphyry 
iS^u^Sii.^^^  found  out  the  fecret.     There  were,  he  faii 
deCir.13.      ibme   unclean,  lying,  mifchievous  fpirits^    who, 
oiit  of  an   extravagant  pride,  would  needs  pafs 
for  gods,  and   be  worfhipped  as  fuch  by  men. 
It  was  proper  to  pleafe  them,  left  they  fhould 
hurt  us.     Some,  more  gay  and  jovial,  (uffered 
themfelves  to  be  won  by  fpieftacles  aiid  games ; 
the  more  gloomy  humour  of  others  required  fat 
odours,  and  delighted  in  bloody  facrifices.     To 
what    purpofe    refute    fuch    abfurditics  ?    'Tis 
enough  that   the    Chriftians  gained  their  caufe. 
It  remained  certain,  that  all  the  gods,  to  whqni 
the  Gentiles  facrificed,   were  evil  fpirits,  whofe 
pride  arrogated  divinity  :  fo  that    idolatry,  to 
confider  it  in  itfelf,   appeared  only  the  effedl  of 
a  brutifti  ignorance  j  but  to  trace  it  to  its  fource. 

It 
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it  was  a  device  dfeeply  hatched,  arid  carried  on 
to  the  iaft  excefs  by  malicious  fpirits.  And  this 
is  ivhat  the  Chriftians  had  always,  aflerted  •,  this 
is  what  was  taught  in  the  Gofpel  ;  this  is  what 
was  funff  by  the  Pfalmift :  All  the  gods  of  the  nu-j^..  ^^ 

.»  >        7        1      -r       J         ?      I      /       "^  rial. xcn. 5. 

twns  are  tools  ;  but  the  Lord  made  the  heaven^. 

And  yet.  Sir,  fuch  was  the  ftrange  blindnefs 
o{  mankind !  idolatry  reduced  to  the  loweft  ex- 
tremity, and  confuted  by  itfelf,  did  neverthelefs 
keep  its  ground.  There  needed  only  to  cloath 
it  with  a  fpecious  appearance,  and  to  explain  it 
in  words,  oft  found  agreeable  to  the  ear,  in  or- 
der to  get  it  entrance  into  the  minds  of  men. 
Porphyry  was  admired.     Jamblicus  his  follower  * 

was  efteemed  a  divine  perfon,  becaufe  he  had  the 
art  of  wrapping  up  the  fentiments  of  his  mafter 
in  terms  feemingly  myfterious,  though  in  reality 
they  meant  nothing.     Julian  the  apoftate,  cun- 
ning as  he  was,  was  caught  by  thefe  appearances, 
as  the   Heathens  themfelves   relate.     Inchant- 
ments,  true  or  falfe,  which  thofe   philofophersEnnap,Maa- 
boafted,  their  miftaken  auftcrity,  their  ridiculous^-  r "*h  r 
abftincnce,  which  went  fo   iir  as  to  make  it  ajuiTad^jalSH^ 
crime  to  eat  the  flefti  of  ariimals,  their  fuperfti-Amm.  Mar- 
tious  purifications,  in  fine,  their  contemplation,^^-*^  ^xv**** 
which  evaporated  into  empty  chimera's,  and  their 
words  as  little  folid  as  they  feemed  fublime,  im^ 
pofed  upon  the  world.     But  this  was  not  the 
main  matter.     The  fanftity  of   the    Chriftian 
manners,  the  contempt  of  pleafure  which  it  en- 
joined, and  more  than  all,  the  humilit}^  which 
wa$  the  very  foul  of  Chriftianity,  offended  meil; 
and  if  we  take  it  rightly,  pride,  fenfuality,  and 

iicentioufncfs 
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Hccntioufnefs   were  the  only  fupports   of  ido- 
latry. 

The  Church  was  daily  rooting  it  up  by  her 
do6lrine,  and.  ftill  more  by  her  patience.  But 
thofe  wicked  fpirits,  who  had  never  ceafed  to 
deceive  men,  and  who  had  plunged  them  into 
'  idolatry,  did  not  now  forget  their  malice.  They 
iftirred  up  in  the  church  thofe  herefies  which  you 
have  ittn.  Men  falfely  curious,  and  thereby 
vain  and  turbulent,  had  a  mind  to  get  a  name  a- 
mong  the  faithful  •,  nor  could  they  content  them- 
felves   with  that  fober  ahd  temperate  wifdom, 

Rom.  xii.  3* '  which  the  apoftle  had  fo  much  recommended  to 
the  Chriftians.  They  lahched  too  deep  into  the 
niyfteries,  which  they  pretended  to  meafure  by 
our ^weak  conceptions:  new  philofophers,  who 
blended  human  reafon  with  faith,  and  undertook 
to  leflen  the  difficulties  of  Chriftianity,  not  being 
able  to  digeft  all  the  fooliihnefs  which  the  world 
found  in  the  Gofpel.  Thus  were  all  the  arti- 
cles of  our  faith  fucceffively,  and  with  a  fort  of 
method,  attacked:  The  creation,  the  law  of 
Mofes  the  neceffary  foundation  of  ours,  the  divi- 
nity of  Jesus  Christ,  his  incarnation,  his  grace, 
his  facraments,  every  thing   in   fhort  afforded 

Orig*  lib.  Y.  niatter   for    fcandalous  .  divifions,     Celfus    and 

cont.  Gelf.  others  caft  them  in  our  teeth.  Jdolatry  feemed 
tb  triumph.  It  confidered  Chriftianity  as  a  new 
feft  of  philofophy,  that  was  fharin^  the  fate  of 
the  reft,  and  like  them,  was  fubdividing  into  fe- 

'  veral  other  feAs.    The  Church  appeared  to  them 

but  a  hunfian  work,  ready  to  fall  of  itfelf.     Men 
concluded  that  in  matters  of  religion  they  were 

not 
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not  to  refine  upon  their  anceftbrs,  nor  to  attenlpt 
to  change  the  worid. 

In  this  confufion'  of  feds  which  pretended  to 
be  Chriftian,  God  did  not  fail  his  Church.    Helren.  lii.  i,  2, 
knew  how  toprefcrve  to  her  a  badge  of  authority  ,^^  tiira^^lL 
which  herefies  could  neVer  afltinl^     She  wa^i.depr»fcripu 
catholic   and  univerfal  :  Ihe*  included  all  ages:*<^»*«*3a»3^- 
fhe   extended  on  all  fides.     She  was  apoftolic  ; 
the  continual  fucceflion,  the  chair  of  unity,  the 
primitive  authority  belonged  to  her.     All  that 
forfook  her  had   formerly    acknowledged  her; 
nor  were  they  able  to  elfece  the  marks  of  theif: 
innovation  and  rebellion.     The  heathens  them-  ' 
felves  looked  upon  her  as  the  ftock,  the  wliole 
from  whence  the  parts  had  broke  off,  the  ever- 
living  trunk,  which  the  lopt  branches  had  left 
quite  entire.  Celfus,  who  reproached  the  Chrifti- 
ans  with  their  divifions  into  fo  many  fchifinatical 
churcheSjWhich  he  perceived  ftarting  up,  obferved 
one  church  diftinguiftied  from  all  the  reft,  and 
always  the  ftrongeft,  which  he  called,  for  that 
reafon,^  The  great  church,     '*  There  are  ibme,  faidoiig.  lib.  v* 
**  he,  among  the  Chriftians,  who  do  not  ackhow- 
*'  ledge  the  Creator,  nor  the  traditions  of  the 
"  Jews ;"   meaning  the  Marcionites  :    "  but," 
purfued  he,  "  the  great  Church  receiveth  them." 
In  the  troubles  which  Paid  of  Samofata  excited,  Eufcb.  Kft, 
the  emperor  Aurelian  had  no  difficulty  to  know^^^^i-^^^'Vii-^* 
the  true  Chriftian  Church,  to  which  the  bcufe  of^^* 
tht  Cterf/?  belonged,  whether  this  was  the  place 
of  prayer,  or  the  houfe  of  the  bifhop.     He  ad- 
judged it  to  thofe  "  \vho  were  in  communion 
"  with  the  bifhops  of  Italy  and  Rome,"  -ira  re- 
gard that  he  f«iw  the  bulk  of  Chriftians  always  • 

.  in 
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in  that  communion.     When  the  emperor  Con^ 
ftantius  imbroiled  the  whole  Church,  the  confu- 
lion  into  which  he  threw  her,  could  not  hinder 
Ammianus  Marcellinus,  though  a  Heathen,  from 
acknowledging  that   that  emperor   was    erring 
Amm.  Mar.  from  the  right  way  ".  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
lib.xxi.         «  plain  and  precife  of  itfelf,"  both  in  its  docftrine 
and  pradtice.     For  the  true  Church  had  a  ma-* 
jefty  and  a  reftitude,  which  herefies  could  neither 
imitate  nor  obfcure :  on  the  contrary,  they  un* 
wittingly  bore  teftimony  to  the  Catholic  Church. 
Conftantius,  who  perfecuted  St.  Athanafius,  the 
defender  of  the  ancient  faith,  "  earneftly  wifli- 
Amm.  Mar.  **  ed,"  fays  Ammianus  Marcellinus,  "  to  have 
*^'  ««  hjni  condemned  by  the  authority  which  tht 

**  bifhop  of  Rome  had  over  the  reft.'*  By  feek- 
ing  the  aid  of  that  authority,  he  made  the  very 
heathens  fenfible  what  was  wanting  to  his  feA, 
and  honoured  the  Church  from  which  the  Arians 
had  feceded :  and  thus  the  Gentiles  themfelves 
confeflbd  the  Catholic  Church.,  If  any  one  alk-» 
ed  them  where  fhe  held  her  aflemblies,  and  who 
were  her  bifliops,  they  never  were  at  a  lofs  to 
tell.  As  for  the  herefies,  do  what  they  would| 
they  never  could  get  rid  of  the  names  of  their 
authors.  The  Sabellians,  Paulianifts,  Arians. 
Pdigians,  and  the  reft,  were  in  vain  oftendea 
at  the  party-title  that  was  given  them*  The 
world,  however  ill  they  took  it,  would  fpeak  na- 
turally, and  denominated  each  feft  from  him^  to 
ivhom  it  owed  its  rife*  As  for  the  great  Churchy 
the  catholic  and  apoftolic  Church,  it  never'  was 

foflible  to  hanie  to  her  any  other  author  than 
Bstrs  ChAist  himfelf,  nor  to  fpecify  the  firft  of 

her 
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her  paftors  without  ^oifig  up  to  the  apbftles,  ncir 
to  give  her  any  other  name  than  that  which  ftic 
ftflumed.     So  that  all  the  heretics  could  do,  it 
was  not  in  their  power  to  conceal  her  from   the 
heathenSi     She  opened  to  them  her  bofbm  over 
the  whole  earth ;  and  they  flocked  into  it  front    - 
Wery  quarter.     Some  were  perhaps  loft  in  the 
by-paths  J  but  the  Catholic  Chutch  was  the  high 
way  Whereintd  entered  always  the  moft  part  of 
thofe  who  fought  Jesus  Christ  ^  and  experi- 
ence haith  Ihewn,  that  to  her  it  was  given  to  ga- 
ther in  the  fulnefe  of  the  Gentiles.     It  was  her 
therefore  that  the  infidd  emperors  aflaulted  with ' 
all  theii-  fdrce.     Origen  informs  us  that  but  feworlg.tditj 
heretics  fulFered  f6r  the  faith.     St.  Juftin^  ittore^eif.  v.  juft* 
tocient  than  he^  hath  obferved,  that  the  perfecu-   ^ '  ** 
tion  fpared  the  Marcionites^  and  the  other  here- 
tics.    The  jjieathens  perfecut^d   none  but  the 
Church,    which    they    faw    extending    herfelf 
throughout  the  whole  earthy  and  acknowledged 
her  aToile  for   the  Church  of  Jesus  CrtRisti 
What  though  fome  branches  were  plucked  off; 
her  good  fap  was  not  loft  for  all  that :  £he  fhot 
forth  by  other  places^  ahd   the  lopping  of  the 
fuperfludus  wood  did  but  render  her  fruit  the 
better.^   In  fed,  if  we  take  a  view  of  the  hiftbry 
of  the  Church,  we  ftiall  find^  thatj  as  oft  as  any   " 
herefy  has  diminifhed  her,  Ihe  has  repaired  her 
lofles^  both  by  extending  without^  and  groWinj 
in  light  and  pi^ty  within^  while  we  fee  the  cut-oi 
branches  wither  in  renlote  corneris*     The  works 
of  men  have  periihed,  maugre  the  power  of  hell 
Which  fupported  them :  thfe  wofk  of  God  hath 
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ftpod  faft,  and  the  church  hath  trhimphcd  over 
^  idolatry,  and  all  errors. 

'^^'  THIS  Church,  ever  attacked,  and   never 

flexion  on'  the ^anquiflied,  is  a  perpetual  miracle,  and  a  ihining 
conftant  prd-  tcftimony  of  the  immutability  of  the  counfels  of 

|ion,  ^d'^the^^^'  *  Araidft  the  various  agitations  of  human 
affinity  there  is  affairs  ftie  maintains  herfelf  always  with  an  invin- 
^etween  the   cible  powcr;  infomuch  that  by  an  uninterrupted 

books  ofScnp-  r-ri^r  ^  ijj  ^ 

twe.  leries  of  above  feventeen  hunclrea  years,  we  trace 

her  back  to  Jesus  Christ,  in  whom  fhe  takes  up 
the  {ucccffion  of  the  ancient  people,  and   finds 
,  herfelf  united  to  the  prophets  and  patriarchs. 
Thus  the  many  aftoniihing  miracles  which  the 
ancient  Hebrews  iaw  with  their  eyes,  ferve  even 
at  this  day  to  confirm  our  faiths     That   great 
God,  who  wrought  them  for  a  teftimony  to  his 
unity  and  omnipotence,  what  could  he  do  more 
authentic  to  preferve  the  memory  of  them,  than 
leave  in  the  hands  of  a  whole  great  nation,  the 
records  that  atteft  them  digefted  in  the  order  of 
'  time  ?  And  this  we  ftill  have  in  the  books  of  the 

Old  Teftament,  that  is,  in  the  moft  ancient  books 
that  are  in  the  world ;  in  the  books  which  are 
the  only  ones  of  antiquity  wherein  the  knowledge 
of  the  true  God  is  taught,  and  his  fervice  ordain- 
ed ;  in  the  books  which  the  Jewifh  people  have 
ever  fb  religioufly  kept.  It  is  certain  that  this 
IS  the  only  people  who  have  known,  from  their 
original,  God  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth, 
the  only  one  confequently  that  muft  have  been 
the  depofitary  of  the  Divine  fecrets/  They  have 
alfo  preferved  them  with  an  unexampled  religi- 
oufnefs.     The  books  which  the  Egyptians  and 

other 
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ether  nations  called  divinCj  are  long  ago  loft^  and 
fcarce  is  thete  left  us  any  confufed  memor-itil  of 
them  in  the  ancient  hiftories.     The  facred  books 
of  the  RonlanS)   wherein  Numa,  the  author  of 
their  religion^   had  written  the  myfteries  of  it, 
have  perlfhedby  the  hands  of  the  Roman:s  them- 
fclves-,  and  the  fenate  caufed  them  to  be  burned, 
as  tending*  to  overthrow  religion*     Thefe  fame  Tit*  Liv.  lib* 
Romans  at  laft  fuffered  to  perifti  the  Sibylline ^^^;  "[-^9^ 
books,  fo  long  revered  among  them  as  prophetic  cult.  Deor.  ap. 
cal,  and  wherein  they  would  have  had  the  world  4ys-  ^^  ^»^* 
to  believe  thatth^y  found  the  decrees,  of  the  im-^^"*  ^** 
tnertal  Gods  concerning  their  empire,  yet  without 
ever  having  exhfcited  to  the  pifblic,  not  to  fay 
one  fingle  volume,  but  fd  much  as  one  fingle  ora- 
fcle.    The  Jews  have  been  the  only  people,  whofe 
facred  writings  have  been  held  the  more  in  vene- 
'  ration,  the  more  they  have  been  known.     Of  all 
the  ancient  nations^  they  are  the  only  one  that 
hath  preferved  the  primitive  monuments  of  their 
religion,  though  abounding  with  proofs  of  their 
infidelity,  and  of  that  of  their  progenitors.     And 
even  at  this  day  that  fame  people  remain  upon 
the  earth  to  convey  to  all  nations  whither  they 
have  been  fcatCered,  together  with  the  progrefs 
bf  religion^  the  miracles  and  prediftions  which 
render  it  unfliaken. 

When  Jesus  Christ-  carne,  and  when,  fent 
fey  his  Father  to  fulfil  the  promifes  of  the  law, 
he  confirmed  his  miflion,  and  that  of  his  difci- 
plel^  by  new  miracles  ;  thefe  were  written  with 
the  fame  exaftnefs.  The  records  of  them  were 
piiblifhed  to  all  the  earth  ;  the  circumftances  of 
time,  perfons,  and   places  rendered  the  enquiry 
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eafy  to  whofbever  was  {blicitous  about  his  {alva« 
tion.  '  The  world  informed  itfelf,  the  world  be- 
lieved, and  any  one,  who  hath  ever  fo  little 
confiderdd  the  ancient  monuments  of  the  Churchy 
muft  confefs,  that  never  was  there  an  affair  ex- 
amined with  more  deliberation  and  knowledge. 

But  in  the  affinity  the  books  of  the  two  Tefta- 
ments   haVe  to   each  other,  there  is  one  diflFe- 
fence  to  be  confidered,  which  is,  that  the  books 
of  the  ancient  people  were  compdfed  at  different 
times.     Some  are  the  times*  of  Moies,   fomc 
thofe  of  Jofhua  and  the  Judges^  fome  thofe  of 
the  KingSj  fome  thofe  wherein  the  people  were 
brought  out^  of  Egyptj  and  received  the  law, 
ibme  thofe  wherein  they  conquered  the  Promifed 
land^  fome  thofe  wherein  they  were,  by  vifible 
miracles,  re-eftabli(hed  in  it.     To  convince  the 
incredulity  of  a   people  Wholly  addifted  to  it^ 
'  fenfeSj  God  took  a  lone  feries  of  ages,  wherein 
he  diflributed  his  miracles  and  his  prophets,  that 
fo  he  might  frequently  renew  the  fenfible  proofs 
whereby  he  attefted  his  facred  truths.     In  the 
New  Teftament  he  foUbwed  another  method. 
He  will  no  more  reveal  any  thing  new  to  his 
Church  after  Jesus  Christ.     In  him  is   per- 
fedion  and  fulhefs ;    and  all  the  divine  books 
compofed  in  the  new  oivenant  were  written  in. 
the  time  of  the  apoftles. 

That  is  to  fay,  that  the  teftimony  of  Jesits 
Christ,  and  of  thofe  whom  Jesus  Christ  him- 
felf  was  pleafed  to  make  choice  of  as  witne&s 
of  his  refurreftion,  was  fufficientfor  theChrifH- 
an  Church.  Whatever  came  afterwards  migit 
edify  her,  but  fhe  regarded  ilothirig  as  purely 
V  '  infpired 
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ihfpired  by    God,  but  what  the  apoftles  wrote, 
or  what  they  confirmed  by  their  authority. 

But  in  this  difference  which  is  found  between 
the  books  of  the  ,  two  Teftaments,  God  hath 
always  obferved  that  admirable  order,  of  caufing 
things  to  be  written  at  the  time  they  happened,- 
or  when  the  memory  of  them  was  frefh.  And. 
fo  thofe  that  knew  them  wrote  them ;  thofe  that 
knew  them  received  the  books  which  bore  wit- 
nefs  of  them  :'  both  left  them  to  their  defcen- 
dants  as  a  preciovis  inheritance,  and  pious  pofte* 
rity  hath  preferved  them, 

Thus  was  formed  the  bedy  of;  the  holy  Scrips 
tures,  as  well  of  the  Old  as  of  the  New  Tefta-. 
inent:  Scriptures  which,  from  their  original, 
were  looked  upon  as  true  in  every  particular,  as 
given  by  God  himfelf,  and  which  were  there- 
fore preferved  with  fo  much  religion^  that  it  was 
believed  none  could,  without  the  higheft  im.-v 
piety,  alt^r  a  fingle  letter  of  them. 

And .  thus  have  they  been  tranfmitted  to  us, 
ever  holy,  facred,  inviolable  ;  the  one  preferved 
by  the  conftant  tradition  of  the  Jewim  nation,^ 
and  the  other  by  the  tradition  of  the  ChrifHan^ 
,  people,  fb  much  the  more  certain,  that  it  hath 
been  confirmed  by  the  blood  and  martyrdom  as 
well  of  thofe  who  wrote  the  divine  Books,  a§  of 
thofe  who  received  them, 

St.  Auguftine,  and  the  other  fathers,  afk  upr  Aug,  cc«t, 

on  what  authority  we   aferibe  profane  Books  to^^"l^*  ***  *^ 

/      ,         •   -^r  .  ,.  xxxii.  21. 

certain  times  and  authors  ?   Every  one  immedi-xxxiii.  6^ 
ately  anfwers,  that   books  are  diflinguifhed  by 
the  diff'^r^"^  relations   they  have   to  the  laws, 
cufloms,  hiftories  of  a  certain  time,  by  the  very 
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ftyle,  which  bears  ftamped  upon  it  the  chara<5teF 
of  particular  ages  and  authors  -,  oyer  and  above 
all  that,  by  the  public  teftimony  and  conftant 
tradition.  All  thefe  things  concur  to  eftabliih 
the  divine  Books,  to  diftinguifh  their  times,  to 
afcertain  their  authors ;  and  th^  more  religious 
care  there  has  been  taken  ,to  preferve  them  en* 
I  tire,  the  more  is  the  tradition  that  preferves 
them  to  us  inconteftable. 
Iren.  1,4, 17.     And  fo  hath  it  ever  been  acknowledged,  not 

M^f.W^t'^^^^y  ^y  ^^^  Orthodox,  but  alfo.by  Heretics,  and 
5.  Aug.de uti- even  Infidels.  Mofes  hath  ever  pafled  in  all  the 
lit.  cr^.3,i7.£aft,  and  afterwards  in  all  the  world,  for  the 
Manich.  xxii.  lawgiver  of  the  Jews,  and  author  of  the  Books 
79.  xxviii.  +.  they  afcribe  to  him.     The  Samaritans,   who  re: 

c^nt.'advleg^^^  ^^^  ^^"^  ^^  *^^  feparated  tribes,  have 

&Porph.i.29,preferved  them  as  religioufly  as  the  Jews. '  You 
^*^*  have  feen  both  their  tradition  and  hiftory. 

Two  fo  oppofite  nations  took  them  not  from 
each  other,  but  both  received  tKem  from  their 
common  origin  in  the  times  of  Solomon  and 
David.  The  ancient  Hebrew  characflers,  which 
the  Samaritans  ftill  retain^  fufficiently  demon- 
ftrate  that  they  followed  not  Ezra  who  changed 
them.  Thus  the  Pentateuch  of  the  Samaritans, 
and  that  of  the  Jews,  are  two  complete  origi- 
nals, independent  of  each  other.  The  perfcd: 
conformity  to  be  feen  in  the  fubftance  of  the 
two  texts,  proves  the  candour  of  both  nations. 
They  are  faithful  witnefles,  which  agree  with- 
but  coUufion,  or  to  fay  better,  which  agree  in 
fpite  of  their  enmities,  and  whom  immemorial 
tradition  on  both  fides  hath  alone  united  in  the 
fame  mind. 

Thofe 
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Thofe  therefore  who  have  thought  fit  to  fay, 
though  without  any  manner  of  reafon,  that  thofe 
3ooks  being  loft,  or  having  never  been,  were 
recovered,  or  compofed  anew,  or  altered  by  Ez-. 
ra ;  befides  that,  they  are  confuted  by  Ezra 
himfelf,  as  we  had  occaiion  to  take  notice  in  the 
courfe  of  his  hiftory,  they  are  fo  likewife  by  the 
Pentateuch,  which  is.  to  be  found  even  at  this  day 
in  the  hands  of  the  Samaritans,  fuch  as  it  wa^ 
read  in  the  primitive  ages,  by  Eufebius  of  Ce-? 
ferea,  St.  Jerom,  and  oth^r  ecclefiaftical  writers  5 
flich  as  that  people  had  preferved  it  from  their 
original :  and  fo  weak  a  fed  feems  to  fubfift  (a 
long  for  no  other  reafon  but  to  bea^  this  tefti-i 
mony  to  the  antiquity  of  Mofes, 

The  authors  who  wrote  the  four  Golpels,  re-* 
ceive  .  a  teftimony  no  lefs  infallible,  from  the 
unanimous  confent  of  the  faithful,  of  the  hea^ 
thens,  and  of  the  heretics.  That  great  number. 
pf  different  nations,  who  received  and  tran{late4 
thofe  divine  Books  as  foon  as  they  were  finilhed, 
do  all  agree  about  their  date  and  authors.  The 
heathens  confradifted  not  this  tradition,  Neither 
Oelfu^,  who  attacked  thofe  facred  Books  almofl 
at  the  beginning  of  Chriftianity,  nor  Julian  th& 
appftate,  though  he  can  be  charged  with  neither 
ignorance  nor  omifHon  of  any  thing  that  could 
pofTlbly  hurt  their  credit ;  nor  any  other  heathen 
ever  fufpefted  their  being  fpurious  :  on  the  con- 
;trary,  all  gave  them  the  fame  autho^rs  as  the 
Chriftians^  The  heretics,  though  confounded 
by  the  authority  of  thofe  Books,  di4  not  dare 
to  fay  that  they  were  not  the  genuine  compofi- 
tiqns  of  qur  Lord's  difciplQs,'    TJ^^e^-e  V(ere  how-i 

evc^i 
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ever  fome  of  thofe  heretics,  who  had  feen   the 
beginnings  of  the  Church,    and  before   ^^hoib 
eyes  the  books  of  the  Gofpel  were  written.      So 
the  fraud,  could  there  have  been  any,  wrould 
have  be?n  too  clofely  deteAed,  to  have  had  any 
chance   for   fuccefs,     *Tis   true,  that  after    the 
apoftles,  and  when  the  Church  was  npw  extendr 
ed  all  ov^r  the  earth,  Marcion  and  Manes,    cer-: 
tainly  the  moft  daring  and  ignorant  of  all  here- 
tics, notwithftanding  the  tradition  direAly  come 
from  the   apoftles,   continued  by  their  difciples, 
and  by  the  biftipps  t^^hom  they  had  left  their 
qhair,  and  the  care  of  the  people,  and  una^ii- 
moufly  received  by  the  whole  Chriftian  Churchy 
had  the  boldnefs  to  aflert,   that  three  of  the 
Gfofpels  were  fpurious ;  and  that  that  of  St.  Luke, 
yrhich  they  preferred  to  the  reft,  nobody  knows 
why,  as  it  had  come  by  no  other  channel,  had 
been  falfified.     But  what  proofs  did  they  bring 
for  their  aflertions?  None  but  mere  vifionary 
dream.s,  not  one  pofitive  matter  of  fa6t.     The 
only  reafon  they  gave  was,  that  what  was  con- 
trary to  their  fentiments,  muft  neceflarily  have 
been  invented  by  others  than  the  apoftles,  and 
all  the  proofs  they  urged  were  the  very  opinions 
difputed  by  them :  opinions,  befides  fo  extrava- 
gant, and  fo  manifeftly  prepofterous,that  it  is  ftill 
amazing  how  they  could  ever  enter  into  the  hu- 
man mind,    But  furely,  to  tax  the  fidelity  of  the 
Church,  they  muft  have  had  in  their  hands  fome 
originals  different  from  hers,  or  fome  demonftra- 
iren,  Tertul,  tive  proof.     \Vhpn  challenged;  both  they  and 
Aug.  loc»  cit.  ^j^gjj.  jifciples  to  produce  them,  they  were  ftnick 
dumb,   ^nd  l^ft  by  their  filenge  an  undoubted 

propf. 


\    1 


UNIVERSAL    HISTORY.  37> 

proof,  that  in  the  fecond  age  of  Chriftianity, 
wherein  they ,  wrote,  there  was  not  fo  much  as  a 
fymptom  of  falfity,  nor  the  fmalleft  conjefture 
that  could  be  opp/>fed  to  the  tradition  of  the 
Church, 

What  mall  I  fay  of  the  agreement  of  the 
books  of  Scripture,  and  of  the  admirable  tefti- 
mony  all.  the  times  of  the  people  of  God  bear  to 
one  another  ?  The  times  of  the  fecond  temple 
prefuppofe  thofe  of  the  firft,  and  carry  us  back  to 
Solomon.  Peace  came  only  by  wars,  and  the 
conquefts  of  the  people  of  God  bring  us  up  to 
the  Judges,  to  Joftiua,  and  to  the  coming  out  of 
Egypt.  By  beholding  a  whole  people  go  out  of  * 
a  kingdom,  wherein  they  were  ftrangers,  we  call 
to  mind  how  they  came  into  it.  The  twelve  pa- 
triarchs immediately  appear,  and  a  people  who 
never  confidered  itfelf  but  as  one  family,  con- 
dufts  us  naturally  to  Abraham,  whp  was  the 
dock  of  it.  Was  this  people  wifer  and  lefs  prone 
to  idolatry  after  their  return  from  Babylon  ?  It 
was  the  natural  efFecfl  of  a  fore  chaftifement, 
which  its  former  oiKsnces  had  drawn  upon  it. 
If  thig  people  glories  in  having  feen,  for  many 
ages,  miraples  which  other  nations  never  faw,  it 
may  likewife  glory  ip  having  had  the  knowledge 
of  God  which  no  other  nation  was  bleffed 
with.  I       ^ 

What  would  we  have  the  circumcifion^  and  the 

^  Feaft  of  tabernacles,  the  paflbver,  and  the  other 

'  feafts  celebrated  in  the  nation  time  immemorial, 

to  fignify,  if  not  the  things  we  find  fpecified  in 

the  book  of  Mofes  ?  That  a  pe6ple  diftinguifhed 

'  from  all  others  by  fo  peculiar  religion  and  man* 

ners,. 
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ncrs,  preferving  from  its  origin,  upon  the  prin-t 
ciple  of  the  creation,  and  faith  of  providence,  fo 
coherent  and  exalted  a  doftrine,  fo  lively  a  rcr 
membrance  of  a  long  train  of  fafts  fo  heceflariiy 
linked  together,  ceremonies  fo  regular,  and  cufr 
toms  fo  general ;  that  fuch  a  people  fliould  have 
been  without  a  hiftory  to  point  out  their  origin, 
and  without  a  law  to  preforibe  their  cuftoms 
during  a  thoufand  years  that  they  were  in  the 
body  of  a  ftate ;  and  that  Ezra  fhould  have  been 
the  firft  to  give  them  all  at  once,  under  the  name 
of  Mofes,  together  with  the  hiftory  of  their  anti- 
quities, the  law  which  formed  their  manners, 
when  that  people  become  captive  faw  their  an^ 
cient  monarchy  utterly  overthrown :  what  more 
incredible  fidion  could  poflibly  have  been  in- 
vented ?  And  can  we  give  credit  to  it,  without 
joining  ignorance  to  blafphemy  ? 

To  lofe  fuch  a  law,  when  it  hath  once  been 
received,  a  people  muft  either  be  extirpated,  or 
by  various  viciffitudes  muft  come  to  have  but  a 
confufed  notion  of  their  origin,  religion,  and 
cuftoms.  If  this  misfortune  happened  to  the 
Jews,  and  if  the  law  fo  well  known  under  Zcde- 
kiah  was  loft  threefcore  years  after,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  care  of  an  Ezekiel,  a  Jeremiah,  a 
Baruch,  a  Daniel,  not  to  reckon  others,  and  at 
the  very  time  that  law  had  its  martyrsL  as  the 
perfecutions  of  Daniel  and  the  three  Children 
evince  •,  if,  I  fay,  that  holy  law  was  loft  in  fo 
Ihort  a  time,  and  remained  fo  profoundly  forgot, 
that  Ezra  might  reftore  it  as  he  pleafed,  this  was 
not  the  only  book  he .  had  to  frame  ;  he  had  at 
the  fame  time  to  comppfe  all  the  prpphets  old 

and 
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and  new,  that  is,  thofe  who  had  written  both 
before  and  during  the  captivity ;  thofe  whom 
the  people  had  feen  write,  as  well  as  thofe  whofe 
memory  they  preferved  5  and  not  only  the  Prp- 
phets,  but  alfo  the  books  of  Solomon,  the  Pfalitis 
pf  David,  and  all  the  hiftorical  books,  as  there 
will   hardly  be  found  in  the  Vhole  hiftory  one 
fingle  confiderable  fadt,  or  in  all  the  other  books 
one  fingle  chapter,  which,  taken  feparate  from 
Mofes,  fuch  as  we  have  him,  can  fubfift  a  mo- 
ment.    Every  thing   fpeaks   of  Mofes,    every 
thing   is  founded  upon  Mofes,  and  it  ought  to 
be  fo,  feeing  Mofes,  and  his  law,  and  the  hiftory 
he  wrote,  were  in  fadt  the  whole  foundation  of 
public  and  private  conduft  in  the  Jewifli  nation. 
It  was  indeed  a  marvellous  attempt  in  Ezra,  and 
quite  a  new  thing  in  the  world,  to  make  fo  many 
men  of  different   charafters  and  ftyle  fpeak  at 
the  fame  time  with  Mofes,  and  each  in  a  uniform 
manner,  and   always  like  to  itfelf ;   and  all  at 
once  to  make  a  whole  nation  believe  that  thofe 
were  the  ancient  books  they  had  ever  revered, 
and  the  new  ones  they  had  juft  feen  compofed : 
as  if  they  had  never  heard  of  any  thing  in  their 
lives,  and  as  if  the  knowledge  of  the  time  pre- 
fent  as  well  as  that  of  the  paft  were  all  of  a  fud- 
den  aboliftied.     Such  are  the  prodigies  we  muft 
iwallow  down,  when  we  will   not  believe  the 
miracles  of  the  Almighty,  nor  receive  the  tefti- 
mony  whereby  it  is  certain  that  it  was  faid  by  a 
whole  great  people  that  they  had  feen  them  lyith  ^ 

their  eyes.  • 

But  if  that  people  returned  from'Babylpn  into, 
the  land  of  their  fathers,  fo  new,  and  fo  igno- 
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rant  that  they   hardly    reTnembered   they,   had 
been  ;  fb  as  to  have  received  without  enquiry 
whatever  Ezra  thought  lit  to  give  them  ;  how 
Ezra  lit.  vu.    then  do  we  fee  in  the  book  that  Ezra  wrote,  and 
"•  *•  in  thgt  of  Nehemiah  his   cotemporary,  all  that 

is  there  faid  of  the  divine  Books  ?     With  what 
face  do   Ezra   and   Nehemiah  dare  to  fpeak  of 
the   law  of  Mofes   in  fo  many  places,  and  that 
publicly,  as   of  a  thing  known  to  every  body, 
and  which  every  body  ha4  in  their  hands  ?  How 
*  Chron.       is  It  that  wc  fee  the  whole  people  ad  voluntarily 
i?™:  **•     in  confequence  of  this    law,  as  having  it  ever 
**■''       before   them  ?  But  how  is  it  faid  at  the  faiiie 
time,  and  upon  *  the  return  of  the  people,  that 
all   the  people  admired  the  accomplifhment   of 
-  Jeremiah^s  prophecy  concerning  the  feyenty  years 
captivit)'  ?     That  Jeremiah  whonj  Ezra  had  juft 
forged  with  all  the  other  prophets,  ho^fr  did  he 
fiitd  credit  thus  all  of  a  fudden  ?    By  what  new 
artifice  was  it  ppffible  to  perfuade  a  whole  nation, 
and  even   the  old  n\en  who  had  ittn  that  prpr 
phet,  that  they  had  always  expedled  the  miracu- 
lous deliverance  he  had  anounced  to  them  in  his 
writings  ?  But  all  this  Ihall  be  fuppofed  :  Ezra 
and  JNTehemiah  Ihall  not  have  written  the  hiftory 
of  their  own  tme  ;  fome  other  fhall  have  done  it 
in  their   name,  and   thofe  who  have  coined  all 
the  other  books  of  the  Old  Teftament  fhall  have 
been  fo  favoured   by  pjofterity,  that  othpr  co^in- 
tcrfeits  fhall  have  made  them  the  real  authors, 
in  order  to  give  credit  to  their  impofture. 

Men  v/ill  doubtlefs  be  afhamed  of  fo  many 
wild  abfurdities ;  and,  inflead  of  faying  that 
Ezra  produced  ?J1  at  once  fo   many  books,  fo 
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oiftinft  from  one  another  by  the  charafters  of 
■  ftyle  and  time,  they  will  perhaps  -fay  they  may 
have  foifted  into  them  thofe  miracles  and  pre- 
diftions  that  gain  them  the  reputation  .of  divine: 
an  error  ftill  more  palpable  th^  the  former,  as 
thofe  predidions  and  miracles  are  fo  interfperfed 
through  all  the  books,  are  fo  forcibly  inculcated, 
and  fo  often  repeated^  with  fo  many  different 
turns,  and  fo  vaft  a  variety  of  emphatical  figures ; 
in  a  word,  do  fo  cpnftitute  the  whole  body  of 
them,  that  one  muft  never  have  fo  much  as 
opened  thofe  facred  Books,  not  to  fee  that  it 
were  eafier  to  new-mould  them  entirely,  than  to 
infert  the  things  which  unbelievers  are  fo  forry 
to  find  in  them.  But  fhould  we  even  grant  them 
all  they  aflc,  the  miraculous  and  divine  are  .  fo 
much  the  fub'ftance  of  thofe  Books,  that  fome 
ftrains  of  that  kind  would  ftill  be  found,  in 
^  fpite  of  all  their  endeavours  to  the  contrary* 
Let  Ezra,  if- they  will,  have  added  afterwards 
prediftions  of  things  that  had  already  come  to 
^  pafs  in  his  time :  Who  (hall  4iave  added  thofe 
(ince  accompliftied,  whicK  you^  have  feen  in  fo 
great  numbers  ?  God  may  have  perhaps  be- 
ftowed  the  gift  of  prophecy  upon  Ezra,  that 
Ezra's  impofture  might  be  the  more  probable ; 
and  we  will  rather  have  a  counterfeit  to  be  a 
prophet,  than  Ifaiah,  Jeremiah,  or  Daniel :  Of 
elfe  every  age  Jbati  have  brought  forth  a  fuc- 
cefsful  counterfeit,  whom  the  whole  people  fliall 
Jiave  believed ;  and  new  impoftors,  out  of  a 
wonderful  zeal  for  religion,  Ihall  have  been  con- 
tinually adding  to  the  divine  Books,  even  after 
^e  Canon  hath  been  clofed,   after   they  have 

been 
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been  difperfed  with  the  Jews,  all  over  the  eaitli^ 
and  tranflated  into  fo  many  foreign  languages* 
Would  not  this  way  of  eftabliihing  religion  haVe 
been  moft  efFedually  to  Tap  its  foundations  ? 
Does  then  a  whole  people  fo  eafily  allow  to  be 
altered  what  it  believes  divine^  whether  that  be- 
lief is  founded  on  reafon  or  error  ?  Can  any  one 
hope  to  pcrfuade  the  Chriftians,  or  even  the 
Turks*  to  add  a  iingle  chapter  to  the  Gofpd  of 
Alcoran  ?  But  the  Jews  perhaps  were  morel 
tradable  than  other  people,  or  lefs  religious 
in  preferving  their  facred  books !  What  niom 
ftrous  opinions  muft  come  into  the  mind^  when 
we  will  fhake  off  the  yoke  of  divine  authority, 
and  fquare  our  fentiments,  as  well  as  manners, 
only  by  erring  reafon  ? 

Let  it  not  be  faid  that  the  difcuffioti  of  thef6 
points  is  troubiefome  :  For  though  it  were  ib^ 
we  ought  either  to  fubmit  to  the  authority  of 
the  church  and  tradition  of  fo  many  ages,  or  pufh 
the  enquiry  to  the  utmoft,  and  not  to  think  to 
get  rid  of  it  by  faying,  that  it  requires  more 
time  than  we  are  willing  to  beftow  upon  our  (al- 
Vation.  But  indeed,  without  taking  the  labour 
to  turn  over  all  the  books  of  the  two  Teftaments, 
we  need  only  look  into  the  book  of  Pfahns, 
where  are  collefted  fo  many  ancient  fongs  of  the 
people  of  God,  to  fee,  in  the  divineft  poetry 
that  ever  was,  immortal  monuments  of  the  hifto- 
ry  of  Mofes,  of  that  of  the  Judges^  and  of  that 
of  the  Kings,  imprinted  by .  tune  and  meafure 
upon  the  memory  of  men*  And  for  the  New 
Teftament,  St.  Paul's  epiftles  alone,  fo  lively,  (o 
original,  fo  cxpreffive  of  the  time,  affairs,  and 
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commotions  that  then  were,  ancj,  in  fin^  of  fo 
peculiar  a  ftyle  -,  thofe  cpiftles,  1  fay,  received 
by  the  churches  to  whom  they  were  addrefled, 
and  from  thence  communicated  to  the  other 
churches,  might  fuffice  to  convince  well  difpofed 
minds,  that  every  thing  is  genuine  and  original 
in  the  Scriptures  which  the  apoftles  have  left 
us. 

So  likewife   do  they  fupport  each  other  with 
an  invincible  power.     The  Afts  of  the  Apoftles 
do  but  continue  the  Gofpel,  their  epiftles  necef- 
farily  prefuppofe  it.     But  that  all  may  be  agreed, 
the  Ads,  Epiftles,,  and  Gofpels  do  every  where Aasiil.n- 
appeal  to  the  ancient  tooks  of  the  Jews.     Saint  J»-  3*»  &«• 
Paul  and  the  other  apoftles  are  continually  urg-       .^*  ^'/^^ 
ing  what  Mofes  faidj  what  he  wrotey  what  the' 
Prophets  faid  and  wrote  after  Mofes.     JssusLuke  xxiv.«i< 
Christ  fummons  the  law  of  Mofes ^  the  Prophets 
and  the  Pfahns  as  witnefles,  who  all  depofe  to  the 
fame  truth.     If  he  means  to  expound  his  myfte-Ibid.  2/. 
rieSj  he'  he^ns  at  Mofes  and  the  Prophets,  and  when 
he  tells  the  Jews  that  Mofes  .wrott  of  him,  he joim  r.  4^, ' 
lays  as  a  foundation  what  was  moft  undoubted47« 
among  them,  and  carries  them  back  to  the  very 
fourth  of  their  traditions. 

Let  us  fee  however  what*  is  oppofed  to  fo 
confefled  an  authority,  and  to  the  confent  of  (o 
many  ages  ;  for  fince  in  our  days  men  have  been 
•  {o  daring  as  to  publifti  in  all  fort  of  languages 
books  againft  the  Scripture,  we  muft  not  dif- 
femble  what  they  fay  to  decry  its  antiqtiities* 
What  then  do  tney  fay  to  authorize  the  fpuri- 
oufnefs  of  the  Pentateuch,  and  what  can  they 
objedk  to  a  tradition  of  three  thouiand  years 
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ftanding,  fupported  by  its  own  ftrcngtlr  and'  hf 
conftant  cpune  of  things  ?  Nothing  coherent^ 
nothing  pofitiye^  nothing  important :  fome  cavils 
about  numbers,  places^  or  names,  and  flick  ob- 
iervations  as  in  any  other  matter  would  at  moil 
be  deemed  vain  curiofitieS,  incapable  of  ftriking 
it  the  root  of  things,  are  here  urged  as  decifive 
of  the  fnoft  ferious  affair  that  ever  was  in  quefti- 
on. 

There  are,  fay  they,  difficulties  in  the  ftory 
of  Scripture.  There  are  doubtlefs,  which  would 
not  be  there.  Were  the  Book  lefs  ancient,  or  had 
it  been  trumped  up,  as  fome  are  bold  enough  to  ^ 
aiSirm,  by  a  cunning,  artful  man ^  and  hacipep-' 
pie  been  lefs  religious  in  giving  it  fuch  as  thiey 
got  it>  and  taken  the  liberty  to  correft  what 
cauied  them  any  trouble*  ,  There  are  difficulties 
arifing  from  a  length  of  time,  when  places  hav^ 
changed  their  names  or  ftate  ;  wheh  dates  are 
forgot  J  when  genealogies  are  no  longer  known ;  ' 
when  there  is  no  remedy  for  faults  that  the 
iiilalleft  negligence  in  a  copy  fb  eafily  introduces 
into  fuch  things,  or  when  fafts  having  efcaped 
mens  memories,  leave  darknefs  on  fome  part  of 
the  hiftory.  "^ut  after  all,  is  this  obfcurity  in 
the  thread  itfelf,  or  in  the  eflential  parts  ?  By 
no  means  t  every  thing  there  is  coherent ;  and 
what  remains  obfcure  ferv^s  only  to  fhew  iii  the 
holy  Books  a  more  venerable  antiquity. 

But  there  are  alterations  in  the  text  i  the  an- 
cient verfions  do  not  agree  *,  the  Hebrew  in  feve- 
ral  places  is  different  from  itfdf ;  and  the  text 
of  the  Samaritans,  befides  the  word  they  arc 
apcufed  of  having  changed  exprefsly  in  f avouf 

of 
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of  their  temple  of  Gerizim^  differs  alio  m  other  i>«»*|?x^»*  4* 

l^laces  from  that  of  the  jewSi     And  what  fhaU 

we  conclude  from  thence  ?  That  the  Jews<  or 

Ezra,  have  forged  the  Pentateuch  at  theiir  re^ 

turn  from  captivity  ?    It  is  juft  the  contrary  we 

Aould  conclude.     The  differences  of  the  Sama« 

ritana  ferve  only  to  confirn^  what  we  haVe  already 

eftablifhed,    that  their  text  is  independent  oi?  z 

that  of  the  Jews.     It    cannot    be    imagined 

that  thofe  fchifmatics  tool^  any  thing  from  th^ 

Jews,  or  from  Ezra  i  fo  far  from  that  we  have 

{ctn  on  the  contrary,  that  it  was  purely  out  of 

ipite  to  the  Jews  and  to  Ezra,  and  out  of  fpite 

to  bpth  firft  and  fecond  Temple,  that  they  hatch-^ 

ed  their  chimera  of  Gerizim.     Who  does  not 

iee  then  that  they  would  iboner  have  accuied 

the  impofturesof  the  Jews,  than  followed  them? 

Thofe  rebels,  who  defpifed  Ezra  and  all  the 

prophets  of  the  Jews,  with  their  temple,  and 

Solpmot^  who  had  built  it,  as  well  as  David  who 

had  afTigned  its  place  ;  what  did  they  regard  ia 

their  Pentateudi^  if  not  an  antiquity  fuperior 

not  only  to  that  of  Ezra  and  the  Prophets,  but 

even  to  that  of  Solomon  and  David ;  in  a  word^ 

the  antiquity  of  Mofes,  in  which  the  two  natif* 

ons  agree  ?    How  indifputable  therefore  is  the 

authority  of  Mofe^  and  the  Pentateuch,  which 

aU  objedions  do  but  corroborate  ? 

But  after  all,  whence  comes  diat  variety  of 
Tescts  aiid  Verfions  ?  Whence  comes  it  indeed^ 
but  from  the  antiquity  of  the  book  itfelf,  which  *  ^ 
has  pal):  through  the  hands  of  fb  many  tran^ 
iicHberS)  for  fo  nlatiy  ages,  that  the  language  in 
which  it  is  written  hath  ceafed  to  be  common  ? 
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But  laying  afide  vain  difputes,  l6t  us   pluck  rip 
the  difficulty  by  the  roots.     Tell  me  if  it*is-not 
allowed,  that  from  all  the  verfions,   and  -from 
any  text  whatever,  there  will  ftill  refult  the  fame 
laws,  the  fame  miracles,  the  fame  predii9:ions, 
the  fame  courfe  of  hiftory,  the  fame  body  of  doc- 
trine, and  in  fhort  the  fame  fubftance.      What 
harm  after  this  do  the  diverfities  of    texts  ? 
What  needed  we  more  than   this    unalterable 
,  ftock  of  facred  bookis,  and  what  further  -  could 
we   require  of  divine  providence?    And  as  fer 
the  verfions,  is  it  a  mark  of  fpurioufnefe  or  in- 
hOvatibn^  that '  the  language  of  Scripture  is  k 
an<iient  that  we  have  loft  its  delicacies,  and  that 
we  find  ourfelves  unable  to  r<inder  all  its  elegance 
or  ftrength  with  the  utmoft -ftriftnefs  ?    Is  not 
this  rather  a  proof  of  the  greateft  antiquity? 
And  if  peoplp  will'  infift  upon  trifled,  Iwddd 
glddly  aflci  whether  of  fo  many  places   where 
there  may  be  fome  difficulty^  arty  one  has  ever 
httn  {ettled  by  reafonirtg  or  conjefture  ?•'  The 
world  hath  adhered  to  the  faith  of  the  copies^ 
tad  ^s  tradition  hath  never  fuffered  a  poffibility 
of  found  docarine's  being  altered,  it  hath  judged; 
that  other  faults,  if  any  fuch  remained,  would 
ferve  only  to  prove,  that  none  have  ever  kino- 
vated  any  thing  out  of  their  own  head. 

But  laftly,  and  here  lies  the  ftrefs  of  the  ofei 
jdftion ;  are  there  ndt  fome  things  added  in  the 
text  of  Mofes^  and  how  comes  it  to  pafs  that 
we  find  his  death  at  the  end  of  the  book  whkh 
is  aicribed  to  him  ?  What  wonder  is  it,  that 
thofe  who  hare  continued  his  hiftory  have  added 
his  happy  end  to  the  reft  of  his  adionSj  in  order  \ 

to 
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to   inake .  onfe  body  of  the  whole  ?  As  for  other 
additions,  let  us  fee  what  they   are.     Is  there Deut.  it.  u 
feny  new  la^  or  ceremony^  any   dodtrine,-  mira^^^i*  u, 
cle,  or  predidrion  ?  None  are  fb  niuch  as  dream- 
ed of;  there  is  not  the  fnlalleft  furmifej  nor  the 
fmalleft  fign   of  any ;  this  had  been  to  add  to 
the  work  of  God  :    the  law  had  forbid  it,  and 
horrid  had  been  the  fcaridal  if  would  have  occa^ 
lioned.     What  then  ?    men  haVe  perhaps  coii^ 
tinued  a  genealogy  begun  j  they  have  perhaps 
explained  the  nanle  of  a  tovm  changed  by  tinie  • 
on  occafion  of  the  nlanna  with  which  the  peo^ 
pie  were  fed  forty  years,  they  may  have  ittariced 
the  time   when  that  heavenly  food  ceafed,  and 
this  faft,  written   afterwards  in  diiother  book,  Jofi  v.'  14* 
jnay  have  remained,  by  way  of  remark^  in  that ^''^'  ^^*'iS» 
of  Mofes,  as  an  allowed  and  public  faftj  where* 
of  all  the  people  were  witnefles  :  four  or  five 
fuch  remarks  made  by  Jofhua,  Samuel,  or  fomi 
other  prbphet  of  like   antiqiiity/  becaufe  they' 
related  only  to  notorious  falfts,  and  fafts  whereiti 
there  was  evidently  ho  riiahner  of  difficulty; 
tnay  Aaturally  have.paflfed  into  the  Text,  and 
•the  fame  tradition   may  have  brought  them  to 
tis  with   the    reft ;  and  thelr^ifere  all  ihall  im* 
Inediatdy  be  loft  ?    Ezra  (hall  be  accufed  as  a 
'  falfifier^  though  the  Samaritan  Text,  where  thbfc 
remarks  are  found,  fliews  us,    that  they  hav^ 
an  antiquity^  not  only  beyond  Ezta,  but  beyond 
the  fchifm  of  the  ten  tribes  ;  No  mattef,  all 
muft  fall  upon 'Ezra.     If  thofe  remarks  were  of 
m  older  date^  the  Pentateuch  wolild  be   alfd 
ttiore  ancient  than  it  ought ;  and  we  could  not 
fufficiently  revere  the  antiquity  of  a  book,  the 
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Very  notes  of  which  fliould  be  of  (b    lt5iig  a 
ftanding*     Therefore  Ezra  ftiall  have  done  every 
thirig  :     Ezra  Ihall  have   forgot  that  He    was 
making  Mofes  fpeak,  and  ihall  have  caufed  him 
to   write  (q  grofsly,  as  already   come  to    pafs, 
what  happened  not  till  after  his  death.     A  i?Aiole 
work  (hall  be  convided  of   fpurioufiieis    frgm 
this   fingle  paflage ;    the  authority  of  fo    many 
ages,  and  the  public  teftimony,  (hall  no  longer 
avail  him  any  thing ;  as  if,  on  the  contrary,  h 
were  not  evident,  that  thofe  remarks,  which  tb 
cavillers  lay  hold  of,  are  a  fre(h  proof  of  the  (in- 
cerity  and  (idelity,  nof  only  of  thofe  who  made 
them,  but   alfo  of  thofe  who  tranfcribed  them. 
Was  ever  the  aiithority,  not  to  fay,  of  a  diyine 
hoqky  but  of  any   book   whatever,  judged  of 
from  fo  (light  arguments  ?   Bijt  the  matter  is, 
the  Scripture  is   a  book  offenfive  to  niankind, 
It  would  obligp  men  to  fubmit  their  m^-l^r&sind'' 
Jng  to  God,; and  to  curb  their  unruly  paflkms  : 
it  therefore  muft  needs  perifh,  and  muft  at  ^y 
tate  fall  a  facriiice  to  libertinifm. 

Moreover,  do  not  imagine*  that  impiety  nips 
Imneceflarily  into  all  the  abfurdities  you  ha?( 
feen.  If,  contrary  to  the  teftimony  of  na^nkind, 
^nd  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  right  reafon,  it 
exerts  itfelf  to  deprive  the  Pentateuch  and  Pro- 
phecies of  thei^  ever  acknowledged  authoFS,ai>d  t^ 
controvert  their  dates ;  it  is  bccaufe  the  dates  ar? 
every  thing  in  the  aifeir,  for  two  reafons:  fifftj 
becaufe  books  full  of  fo  many  miraculous  fai5l$, 
which  are'  there^  feen  c^thed  with  their  m^ 
particular  circumftances^  and  advanced  not  only 
as  public,  but  even  as  prefent,  could  they  hay^ 

been 
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been. confuted,  would  have  carried  their condcm* 
nation  along  with  them,  and  inftead  of  fupport- 
iiifg  themfelves  by  their  own  weight,  they  would 
have  fallen ,  of  thei^felves  long  ago :  fecondly, 
becauie  their  dates  being  once  fixed,  we  can  no 
longer  efiace  the  infallible  mark  of  divine  infpi* 
ration  which  they  bear  ftamped  upon  them,  in 
the  great  number  and  long  feries  of  memorable 
predi(5lions,  with  which  we  find  them  replete, 

*Tis  in  order  to  evade  thefe  miracles  and  pre* 
diiSlions,  that  the  profane  have  fallen  into  all  the 
abfurdities  that  have  furprizcd  you.  But  let 
them  not  think  to  efcape  from  God ;  He  hath 
referved  for  his  Scripture  a  mark  of  divinity  that 
is  prodf  to  all  attacks :  and  this  is  the  affinity  of 
tile  two  Teftaments,  *Tis  undifputed,  at  leaft, 
that  all  the  Old  Teftament  was  written  beforQ 
the  New,  There  is  here  no  new  Ezra  to  have 
perfuaded  the  Jews  to  contrive  or  falfify  their 
Scripture  in  favour  of  the  Chriftians  whom  they 
pfsrfequted.  There  needs  no  more.  The  afii-. 
nity  of  the  two  Teftaments  proves  each  of  them 
divine,  They  have  both  the  fame  defign,  and 
•both  the  fame  confequence:  the  one  preparea 
the  way  to  perfedtion,  which  the  other  plainly 
exhibits ;  the  one  lays  the  foundation,  an4  the 
other  finilhes  the  fkrudhire :  in  a  word,  the  one 
foretels  what  the  other  fiiews  accomplifhed, 

.  Thus  all  times  are  united,  and  an  eternal 
fcheme  of  divine  providence  is  revealed  to  us. 
The  traditiQn  of  the  Jews,  and  that  qf  the  Chrif- 
tians, make  together  but  one  and  the  fame  courfq 
pf  reli^igh,  and  the  Scriptures  of  the  two  Tefta* 
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ments  make  therefore  but  one  and  the  Cuos 
body,  and  one  and  the  fame  book. 

And  becaufe  the  difcuflion  of  the  particular 
predidtions,  though  in  itfelf  full  of  lights  depends 
greatly  on  fads  that  every  body  cannot  equally 
follow,  God  hath  made  choice  of  fome,  which  he 
hath  rendered  fenfible  to  the  moft  ignorant. 
Thofe  eminent,  thofe  ftiining  fa6ts,  whereof  the 
whole  world  is  witnefs,  are.  Sir,  the  fa<5fcs  which 
I  have  hitherto  endeavoured  to  trace  with  you; 
namely,  the  defolation  of  the  Jews,  and  the  con- 
verfion  of  the  Gentiles,  which  happened  together,^ 
and  both  precifely  at  the  time  that  the  Goipel 
was  preached,  and  Jesus  Christ  appeared. 

Tfiefe  three  particulars  imited  in  the  order  of 
tiine,  were  ftill  much  more  fo  in  the  order  of 
God*s  counfels.  You  have  feen  them  go  on  to- 
gether in  the  ancient  prophecies;  but  Jesus 
Christ,  the  faithful  interpreter  of  the  prophe- 
cies, and  of  the  will  of  his  Father,  hath  ftill 
better  expounded  that  connexion  in  his  Gofpel. 
Matth.  xxi.  He  doth  it  in  the  parable  of  the  vineyard,  fo  fa- 
33-  miliar  to  the  prophets.     The  houfholder   had 

planted  that  vineyard,  that  is,  true  religion, 
founded  upon  his  covenant;  arid  let  it  out  to 
hufbandmen,  that  is,  to  the  Jews.  In  order  to 
receive  the  fruits  of  it,  he  fends  at  fundry  times 
his  fervants,  who  are  the  prophets.  Thofe  wick- 
ed hufbandmen  put  them  to  death.  His  good- 
nefs  prompts  him  to  fend  to  them  at  laft  his  own 
Son.  Him  they  handlp  ftill  worfe  than  the  fer- 
vants. At  iaft  he  takes  his  vineyard  from  them, 
^ud  gives  it  to  other  huft)andmen :  he  t^es  from 
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t&eni  th,e  grace  of  his  covenant,  in  order  to  givQ 
it  to  the  Gentiles, 

Thefe  three  particulars  were  therefore  to  con-' 
cur,  the  fending  of  the  Son  of  God^  the  reproba.^ 
tion  of  the  Jews,  and  the  calling  of  the  Gentiles, 
There  needeth  no  more  comment  pnthc  parablis, 
than  the  event  hath  interpreted. 

You  have  feen  that  the  Jews  confcfe,  that  thQ 
kingdom  of  Judah,  and  the  ftate  of  their  repub-i 
lie,  began  to  decline  in  the  days  of  Herod,  and 
when  Jesus  Christ  came  into  the  world.  But 
if  the  alterations  they  made  in  the  law  of  God, 
drew  upon  them  fo  vifible  a  decay  of  their  power, 
their  utter  defolation,  which  endures,  to  this  day, 
muft  have  been  the  puniftiment  of  a .  greater 
crime. 

•  That  crime  iis  vifibly  their  ingratitude  to  their 
Meffiali,  who  came  to  inftruA  and  deliver  them. 
So  likewife  ever  fince  that  time  hath  a  yoke  of 
iron  been  upon  their  necks;  and  they  doubtlefsj 
would  fink  under  it,  did  not  God  prderve  them 
to  turn  one  day  to  the  Mefliah  whom  they  havq 
crucified, 

-  Behold  then  one  pofitive  andrpublic  fiid,  the 
total  overthrow  of  the  Jewifh^  ftate  in  the  timq 
ef  Jesus  Chjiist.  The  convcrfion  of  the  Gen-^ 
tiles,  which  was  to  happen  in  the  fame  period,^ 
is  ho  lefs  afcertained.  At  the  fame  time  that  the 
ancient  worihip  is  deftroyed  in  Jerufalem  with , 
the  temple.  Idolatry  is  attacked  on  all  fides^  and 
nations,  which  for  {o  many  thoufand  years  had 
forgot  their  Creator,  roufe  themfelyes^  from  fct 
long  a  letharffv^ 
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And  that  every  thing  may  agree,  the  ipiritual 
promi&s  are  unfolded  by  the  preaching  of  -  the 
Gt)f{>el,  at  the  time  that  the  Jewi/h  people,  who 
haul  recdyed  only  temporal  ones,  manife^y  re- 
probated  for  their  incredulity,  and  captive  al] 
'over  the  ^arth,  ha;ve  no  more  humeri  gr^atnefi  to 
^pedj:.  Then  heaven  is  promifed  to  thofe  ndia 
fuffer  for  righteoufneis*  iake,  the  myfteries  of  ^ 
future  ^atef  are  preached,  and  true  happineis  i$ 
exhibited  far  from  that  abode,  wh^rip  de^th 
feigns,  where  fin  and  all  evils  abound. 

If  we  difcovef  not  here  a  plan  ever  conlfiftent, 
wd  ever  continued,  if  lye  fee  not  one  anfi  tha 
&|n€  order  pf  the  counfds  of  God,  who  pre-^ 
pares  from,  the  beginning  of  the  world,  what  he 
finifhes  in  the  fulnefs  of  time,  and  who,  imde» 
variou$  ftates,  but  with  an  ever  conftant  foe? 
cefiion,  perpetuates,  in  the  fight  of  the  whole 
world,  the  holy   fociety  by  whom  he  will  be 
ierved  \    we  deferve  to  &e  nothing^  but  to  be 
delivered  up  to  our  own  hardnefe  of  h^rt,  as 
the  jufteft  ami  inoft    rigorous    of  all  pumik*' 
ments,  ' 

And  that  this  cpndnual  progrc&  of  the  peo? 
pie  of  God  might  be  dvident  to- the  moft  ub*! 
difcerning,  God  renders  it  feniihle,  nay  palpa- 
ble, by  fafts  whereof  no  man  can  be  ignorant, 
|f  he  apes  not  wilfully  (hut  his  eyes  to  the  truth. 
The  M^ah  is  expedred  by  the  |iebrew$  i  he 
pomes  and  calls  the  GentUes,  as  had  been  forei 
told  of  hifn.  The  people  who  acknowledge  hini 
as  jcome,  is  incorporated  wi^h  thfe  people  who 
pxpeAed  him,  without  there  being  between  thcn|. 
M  i??ft  mPmpnfs  interruptipn  ;  tfeis  people  19 

f{>re»4 
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^read  abroa4  ever  aU  theeaith :  thft  wbytilts     .  t 
jare   continually  comilig  in%  and  that  S^rch,  *p 

which  jEsur  Christ  built  upon  a  rock,  «iatfgre^  1^' 
all  the  efforts  of  hell,  hath  never  been  p%^ite3        ^^"^^ '' 
£^inft, 

What  confidation  to  tihe  children  of  God'Pi^r  ^ 

what  conviiftion  of  the  truth,  when  we  fee,  tfSfej^^^^  "^ 
from  him  who  fo  worthily  fills  at  this  day  the 
firft  fee  of  the  Church,  we  afcend,  without  in- 
terruption, to  St,  Peter,  appointed  by  Jesus 
Christ  the  chief  of  the  apoftles:  from  whence, 
by  refuming  th«  high^priefts  that  ferved  under 
the  law,  we  go  up  to  Aoroh  and  Mofes ;  thence 
to  the  patriarchs  ;  and  to  the  origin  of  the  world ! 
what  progreffion,  what  tradition,  what  wonder-* 
fill  cpncatenation  !  If  our  mind,  naturally'  un- 
certain,  and  become  by  its  uncertainties  the 
(port  of  its  owh  reafonings^  hath  need^  in  points 
that  rtgard  falvation,  to  be  fixed  and  determined 
by  ibme  certain  authority ';  what  greater  autho- 
rity can  there  be  than  that  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  which  centres  in  itfelf  all  the  authority 
pf  paft  ages,  and  the  ancient  traditions  of  man- 
Jeind  up  to  their  firft  original  ? 

Thus  the  fociety  which  Jesus  Christ,  ex- 
pedted  through  all  former  ages,  at  laft  founded 
iipon  the  rock,  and  wherein  the  apoftles  and 
their  fucceflbrs  are,  by  ^  his  orders,  to  prefide, 
juftifies  itftlf  by  its  own  feries,  and  bears  in  its 
eternal  duration  the  mark  of  the  hand  of 
(3od, 

It  is  therefore  this  fucceffion,  diat  no  herefy, 
K  no  fed,  no  other  fociety  but  God*s  Church  alone 
h?ifth  fT?r  ^P^P^  abl^  to  pretend  to. .  Falfe  reli- 
gion? 
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.  gibhs  have  made  ihift  to  imitate  l3ie  Church  in, 
fi  great  many  things,  and  efpecially  by  faying, 
like  her,  that  it  was  God  who  founded  them  5 
but  this  aifertion  in  their  mouth  is  bu^  an  empty 
boaft.  For  if  God  created  mankind,  if  creating 
them  in  his  own  image,-  he  never  difdained  to 
teach  them  the  means  of  ferviag  and  pleafing 
him  y  whatever  feft  doth  not  fhew  its  fuccef- 
iion  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  is  not  of 
God. 

Here  fall  down  at  the  feet  of  the  Church,  all 
die  focieties  and  fefts,  which  men  have  eftabliihr 
cd  within  or  without  Chriftianity.  For  inftance, 
the  falie  prophet  gf  the  Arabians  might  well 
call  himfe)f  the  Sent  of  God  ;  and  after  deceivr 
ing  nations  moft  fupremely  ignorant,  he  might 
take  advantage  of  the  divifion^  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood,  to  extend,  by  force  of  arms,  a  reli- 
gion wholly  fehfual.  But  he  neither  dared  to 
pretend  that  he  had  been  expedted,  nor  indeed 
could  he  claim,  either  to  his  perfon,  or  to  his 
religion,  a  real  or  apparent  connexion  with 
paft  ages.  The  expedient  he  fell  upon  to  evade 
this  was  new.  Left  people  fhould  incline  to 
learch  the  Scriptures  of  the  Chriftiansfor  vouch- 
ers of  his  miffion,  like  thpfe  which  Jesus  Christ 
found  in  the  Scriptures  of  the  Jews,  he  gave  it 
out,  that  both  Chriftians  and  Jews  had  falfified 
all  their  books.  His  ignorant  followers  took  his 
Word  for  it,  fix  hundred  years  after  Jesus  Christ; 
and  he  proclaimed  himfelf,  not  only  without  any- 
previous  teftimony,  but  even'  without  either 
himfelf  or  his  adherents  daring  to  pretend,  or  to 
promifei^  any  ieiiiibl^  niiracle  that  might  have 
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authorized  his  miflion.  In  like  manner  the  He-i 
refiarchs,  who  founded  new  fecfts  among  the 
Chriftians,  might  well  render  faith  eafier,  by 
denying  the  myfteries  that  furpafs  the  fenfes. 
They  might  well  dazzle  men  by  their  eloquence, 
and  by  a  fhew  of  piety,  move  them  by  their 
paffions,  engage  them  by  their  interefts,  allure 
them  by  novelty  and  iibertinifm,  whether  of  the 
mind,  or  even  of  the  fenfes ;  in  a  word,  they 
might  eafily  either  deceive  themfelves,  or  others, 
for  nothing  is  more  natural  to  man :  but  befides 
that,  they  could  not  even  boaft  of  having 
.  wrought  any  one  miracle  in  public,  nor  reduce 
their  religion  to  pofitive  fads,  whereof  their  fol- 
lowers were  eye-witnefles ;  there  is  alfo  one  un- 
lucky circumftance  for  them,  that  they  have 
never  been  able  to  palliate  •,  namely,  that  of  their 
newnefs.  \t  will  ever  be  yifible  to  the  eyes  of  the 
whole  world,  that  they  and  the  feft  they  have 
eftablifhed  have  broke  off  from  that  great  body 
and  ancient  church  which  Jesus  Christ  found- 
ed, where  the  apoftles  and  their  fucceffors  held 
the  firfi  places  in  which  all  fefts  have  found  them 
eftablifhed.  The  very  moment  of  the  feparation 
will  always  be  fo  noted,  that  the  heretics  them- 
felves fhall  not  be  able  to  difoiyn  it,  and  flxall  not 
dare  fo  much  as  to  attempt  to  derive  themfelves 
from  the  fource,  by  a  feries  that  never  hath 
known  interruption.  This  is  the  inevitable  weak- 
nefs  of  all  the  fefts  that  men  have  fet  up.  None 
cin  change  paft  ages,  nor  give  themfelves  prede-^ 
ceflbrs,  or  niake  themfejves  to  have  found  them 
ki  pofleflion.  The  Catholic  Church  alone  fills 
jili  preceding  ages  with  a  feries  that  cannot  be 

difputed 
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difputed  Her*  The  Law  is  the  forerunner  of  <^ 
-  Gofpel  -,  the  fuccejSion  ofMofes  and  the  Patriarchs 
makes  but  one  and  the  fame  feries  with  that  of 
Jesus  Christ:  to  be  expeded,  to  come,  to  be 
acknowledged  by  a  pofterity  as  lafling  as  the 
world;  this  is  the  charaAer  of  the  Meiliah  in 
|kb.  xiii. «.  whom  we  believe:  Jefus  Chriji  is  the  jame yefier^ 
day^  and  to-day  ^  and  for  ever, ' 

Thus,  befides  the  advantage  the  Church  oi 
Christ  hath,^  of  being  alone  rounded  upon  itiirar* 
culous  and  divine  fads,  that  were  written  openly, 
and  without  fear  of  being  controverted,  at  the 
very  time  they  happened ;  there  is  alfo,  in  favour 
of  fuch  as  did  not  live  in  thofe  times,  an  ever- 
lafting  miracle,  which  confirms  the  truth  of  all 
the  refl ;  and  that  is,  the  progrefs  pf  religion  ever 
^  viftorious  oyer  the  errors  that  have  wdeavoured 

to  deflroy  it.     To  this  you  may.  likewife  ad4 
another  progref^ ;  hamely,  the  vifible   progrefs 
of  a  continual  chaflifement  op   the  Jews,  who. 
have  not  received  the  Chiiist  promifed  to  their- 
fathers. 

They  continue  neverthelefs  to  expedk  him, 
and  their  ever  difappointed  expeftatiori  makes  a 
part  of  their  punifhment.  They  look  for  him, 
gnd  fhew  by  fo  doing  that  he  Jiath  been  ever 
loqked  for.  Condemned  by  their  own  books, 
they  afcertaip  the  truth  of  religion  j  they  bear, 
fo  to  fpeak,  its  whole  progrefs  wriften  upon  their 
forehead  :  at  one  yiew  we  fee  what  they  have 
been,  why  they  are  ais  we  fee  thepii  .and  for 
what  they  are  referved* 

Thus  four  or  five  authentic  facfts,  and  clearef 
than  the  light  pf  th?  fun,  do  inanifeft  Qur  reli-i 
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gion  as  ancient  as  the  world. .  They  consequent- 
ly demonftrate,  that  it  hath  no  other  author  than 
Hrm  who  laid  the  foundations  of  the  univerfe^ 
who  holding  all  things  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand, 
was  alone  able  to  oommence  and  carry  on  a  de-f 
fign  that  takes  in  all  ages, ' 

We  muft  therefore  no  longer  wonder,  as  we 
nfiially  do,  that  God  propofeth  to  our  belief  fa 
many  things  fo  worthy  of  him,"  and  at  the  fame 
time  impenetrable  to  human  uhdcrftanding.-  But 
we  fhould  rather  wonder,  that,  the  faith  bcihg 
built  upon  fo  fure  and  fo  manifeft  an  authority, 
there  fliould  ftill  remain  sjny  blind  and  incredu- 
lous perfons  in  the  world. 

Our  difqrderly  p^flions,  our  attachment  to  our 
ienfes,  and  our  unconquerable  pride,  are  the 
caufe  of  it :  we  chufe  rather  to  ruft  all  hazards, 
than  to  put  a  conftraint  upon  ourfelves;  w6 
chufe  rather  to  continue  in  our  ignorance,  than 
to  confefs  it ;  we  chufe  rather  to  grati^  a  vam 
curiofity,  «nd  to  indulge  in  our 'untoward  minds 
the  liberty  of  thinking  what  we  pleafe,  thun  to 
bend  under  the  yoke  of  divine  authority. 

Hence  comes  it  to  pafe  that  there  are  (d  many 
unbeiievers,  and  God  permits  it  to  be  fo  for  the 
inftrpftion  of  his  childrea :  without  the  blind^ 
without  the  favage,  witiiout  the  infidels,  that 
remain  in  the  very  bofpm  olf  Chriftianity,  we 
iboiLild  not  be  fufficiently  fenfible  of  the  deep 
corruption  of  our  nature,  nor  ef  the  abyfs  <rf 
mifery  whence  Jesus  CHUiaT  hath  delivered  us. 
If  his  facred  truth  were  not  gainfay€4,  we  fliould 
not  fee  the  miracle  that  makes  it  ftand  faft  amidft 
u>  much  contradidk)]!,  and  we  moxM  .%i  length 

» forget 
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forget  that  by  grace  we  are  faved.  Now  the  ih-« 
cr^ulity  of  fome  humbleth  others  ;  and  th^ 
rebels  who  oppofe  the  defigns  of  God  make 
the  power  confpieuous,  whereby  independently 
of  any  thing  elfe^  he  accompliftieth  the  promifei 
he  hath  maoe  to  his  Church* 

Why  then  do  we  delay  biir  fubmlffion  ?  Do 
we  wait  till   God  fhall  work  new  miracles ;  tilt 
he  render  them  of  none  effeft  by  continuing 
them  ;  till  he   accuftom  oiir  eyes  to  them,  as 
!  they  are  to  the   courfe  of  the  fiin  land  all  the 
other  wonders  of  nature,  ?  or  do  we  wait  fill  tht 
profane  and  the   perverfe   be  filent-,  till  good 
men  and  libertines  bear  ecj[ual  teftiittony  to  the 
truth  ;  till  every  body  with  otie  accord  prefer  it 
to  his  paffion,  and  till  falfe  learning,  which  no- 
velty alone  makes  admired^    ceafe  to    delude 
mankind  ?  Is  it  not  enough  that  we  fee  none 
can  combat  religion,  without  betraying  by  pro- 
digious extravagances  the  diforder  of  their  rea- 
lbn,and  that  they  no  longer  hold  out,  but  through, 
prefumption  or  ignorance  ?  Shall  not  the  churchy 
viftorious  over  ages  and  errors,  be  able  to  van-* 
quifh  in  our  minds  the  pitiful  arguments  brought 
again  A  her*,  and  fhall  not  the  divine  promifo^ 
which   we  daily  fee  accompKfhed  in  her^  have 
power  to  exalt  us  above  the  fenfes  ? 

And  let  none  pretend  to  telLus  that  thofe  pro- 
mifes  ftill  remain  iii  fufpenfe,  and  that  as  thtf 
CiCtend  to  the  end  of  the  worlds  it  ftiall  oijlybe 
at  the  ^d  of  the  world  that  we  (hall  be  able  t<j 
boaft  of  having  feen  their  accomplifliment*  Foi* 
On  the  contrary,  what  is  paft  affiires  us  of  what 

is  to  come*    So  many  ancient  predidilons,  ib 

^  --  .    vifibly 
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Vifibly  accomplifhed,  evince  to  us  that  there  h  . 

nothing  that  fhall  not  be  accompliflied ;  knd  that 
the  church,  againft  which  the  gates  of  Jiell,  ac- 
cording to  the  promife  of  the  Son  of  God, 
never  can  prevail,  ftiall  fland  faft  till  the  confuip- 
niation  of  all  things,  fincc  Jesus  Christ,  who 
is  true  in  every  thing,  hath  fet  no  other  limits 
to  her  duration. 

The  fame  promifes  fecure  to  us  the  future 

life.     God,,  who  hath  fliewed  himfelf  fo  faithful 

in  accomplifhing  what  concerns  this  world;  will 

.  be  no  Itfs  fo  inaccompliihing  what  concerns  the 

-next,  for  which  all  wefee  is  but  a  preparation; 

and  the  church  fhall  be  ever  immoveable  and 

invincible   upon  earth,  until  her  children   be- 

'  i^S  gathered  in,  ihe  be  tranfported  entire  into 

heaven,  which  is  her  true  dwelling-place. 

As  for  thofe  who  ihall  be  excluded  6om  that 
heavenly  city,  an  eternal  vengeance  is  referved 
for  th^m  ;  and  after  having  loft  through  their 
own  fault  a  blifeful  eternity,  nothing  &ail  r&- 
main  for  them  but  an  eternity  of  woe; 

Thus  the  couniels  of.  God  terminate  in  an 
immutable  ftate ;  his  promifes  and  threatening 
are,  equally  certain  *,  and  what  he  executes  m 
time,  affures  what- he  commands  us  to.  hope  or 
to  fear  in  eternity.         ^         ^ 

This  ip  what  you  learn  from  the  progreflion 
of  religion  compendioufly  laid  before  you.  By 
time  it  conduds  you  to  eternity.  You  fee  a  con- 
ftant  order  in  all  thedefigns  or  God,  and  a  vifible 
mark  of  his  power  in  the  perpetual  duration  of 
his  people.  You  find  that  the  church  hath  an 
everiafting  ftock^  froni .  whicb  none  can  feparate 

without 
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without  being  loft ;  and  that  thofc  who  beii^ 
united  to  this  root,  bring  forth  works  worthy  of 
their  faith,  fecure  to  themfelves  etern^il  life. 

Study  then.  Sir,  but  with  attention  ftudy  this 
progrefs  of  the  Church,  which  fo  clearly  afcer- 
tain$  to  you  all  the  promifes  of  God,  Whatever 
breaks  this  chain,  whatever  goes  out  c^  this  pro- 
greflion,  whatever  ftarts  up  of  itfelf,  and  comes 
not  in  virtue  of  the  promifes  made  to  the  church 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  ought  to  excite 
your  horror.  Employ  all  your  power?,  to  recal 
into  this  unity  whatever  hath  deviated  from  it, 
md  to  caufe  men  to  hearken  to  fhe  churGh,wher9* 
by  the  Holy  Ghofi:  pronounceth  its  oracles^ 

The  glory  of  your  anceftors  is  not  only  never 

to  have  fbrfaken  her,  but  to  have  ever  fupported 

her,  and  to  have  thereby  merited  to  be  called  her 

^      eldeft  ions,,  which  is  doubtlefs  the  moA  glorious 

f^  all  ijieir  tides. 

I  need  not  {peak  to  you  of  Clovis,  Charle- 
lMgne,or  Saint  Lewis.  Conflder  only  the  time  in 
which  you  live,  and  of  what  father  God  hath 
ttU&d  you  tD  be  born.  A  king  &>  great  in  every 
things  diftinguiflies  himielf  more  by  his  faith 
than  by  his  other  admirable  qualities^  He  pron 
t^$  religion^  both  at  home  and  abroad,  and  to 
the  utt^rmoft  ends  of  the  world.  His  laws  ane 
ftne  of  the  ftr ongeft  bulwarks  of  the  chuxt  h»  His 
authority^  revered  as  much  for  his  peribnal  merits 
as  for  the  majefty  of  his  fceptre,  never  better  fup^ 
0prts  it&lfy  than  when  it  defends  the  caufe  of  God* 
BlaTphemy  is  no  more  to  be  heard ;  Impietjr 
trembler  before  him  t  He  is  the  king,  pointed  at 
tiav.  XX.  S.   i>y  Solonimy.  who  fcMiretb  awaj  all  evil  Hmih  his 


\ 


J 


\ 


UNIVERSAL    HISTORY,  401 

eyes.  If  he  attack^  herefy  by  fo  many  ways,  and 
even  more  than  did  ever  his  predeceflbrs,  it  i9 
not  thlt  he  fears  for  his  throne  •,  ever  thing  is 
quiet  under  his  kcty  and  his  arms  are  dreaded 
over  the  whole  eartK :  but  it  is  that  he  loves  his 
people,  and  that  being  exalted  by  the  hand  of 
God  to  a  power  that  nothing  in  the  univerfe  can 
equal,  he  knows  no  more  glorious  ufe  of  it  than 
to  make  it  fubfervient  to  the  healing  of  the 
wounds  of  the  Church. 

Imitate,  then.  Sir,  fo  noble  a  pattern,  and 
hand  it  down  to  your  defcendants.  Recommend 
to  their  care  the  church  even  more  than  that 
great  emjSire,  which  your  anccftors  have  govern- 
ed for  fo  many  ages.  Let  your  auguft  houfe, 
the'  firft  in  dignity  that-  is  in  the  world,  ^be  the 
firft  in  maintaining  the  rights  of  God,  and  ex- 
tending through  the  univerfe  the  reign  of  Jesv§ 
Christ,  who  mafce^  it  to  reign  with  fo  nauch 
glory. 


Dd  •     PART 
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PART    III. 


The     progression    of    Emi'itrks. 


ALTHOUGH  there  be  nothing  compa-^ 
rable    to  that    progreflion  of   the     true 
Church,  which  I   have  repf  efented  to  you,  the 
progreflion  of  Empires,  which   I    come   now. 
Sir,  to  fet  before  your  eyes,  is  ofnolefs   con-* 
fequence  to  great  princes  like  you. 
The  rcvolu-       In  the  firft  place,  thofe  empires   have  for  the 
tions  of  em-  j^Qfl.  p^j^  ^  neceflkry  connexion  with  the  hiftory 
Sercd  by  pro-of  the  people  of  God.      God  made  ufe  of  thp 
♦idencc,  and   Aflyrians  and  Babylonians,  to  chaftife  that  peo- 
SVe'fSof  PJ^  ;  of  the  Perfians,  to  reftore  them ;  of  Alex- 
princes,         ander  and  his  firft  fucceflbrs,  to  protedt  them  ;  of 
Antiochus  lUuftris  and*  his  fucceflbrs,  to  exercife 
them  ;    of  the  RomanI,  to  fupport  their  liberty 
againft  the  k^ings  of  Syria,  who   breathed  no- 
thing but  their  deftruiftion.     The  Jews  continue 
ed  until  Jesus  Christ  uncier  the  power  of  the 
fame  Romans.     When  they  difowned  and  cruci- 
fied him,  thofe  fame  Romans  lent  an  unwitting 
.   /     hand  to  the  divine  vengeance,  and  exterminated 
that  ungrateful  people.     God,  who  had  refolved 
to  gather  at  the  fame  time  the  new  people,  from 
among  all  nations,  did  firft  unite  both  feas  and 
lands  under  the  fame  empire.     The  commerce 
of  many  different  nations,  foi  merly .  ftrangers  to 

one 
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one  another,  and  aftcfrwards  united  under  the^ 
Roman  dominion,  was  one  of  the  moft  powers 
fill  means  that  providence  made  ufe  of  for  the 
propagation  of  the  Gofpel;  If  the  fame  Roman 
empire  perfecuted  for  the  fpace  of  three  hundred 
years  that  new  people,  which  was  growing  on 
all  hands  within  its  compafs,  that  perfecution. 
'  confirmed  the  Chriftian  church,  and  made  her 
glory  Ihine  forth  confpicuous  together  with  her 
ffiith  and  patience.  At  laft  the  Roman  empire 
yielded  ;  and  having  found  fomething  more 
in  incible  than  itfelf,  received  peaceably  into  its 
bofom  that  church,  againft  v/hich  it  had  waged 
fo  long  and  fo  cruel  a  war.  The  emperors  now 
employed  their  whole  power  to  bring  every  thing 
under  the  obedience  of  the  church,  and  Rome 
became  the  head  of  the  fpiritual  empire  whicH 
J^sus  Christ  meant  to  extend  over  the  wholq 
earth. 

When  the  tinie  was  come  that  the  Roman 
power  muft  fall,  and  that  that  great  empire,which 
had  vainly  promifed  itfeir  eternity,  was  to  un- 
dergo the  fate  of  all  others,  Rome,  though  be- 
come a  prey  to  Barbarians,  yet  by  her  religion 
preferved  her  ancient  majefty.  The  nations, 
that  invaded  the  Roman  empire,  learned  by  de* 
grees  the  Chriftian  piety,  which  humanize^  their 
barbaroufnefs  ;  and  their  kings  putting  them- 
felves,  each  in  his  refpeftive  nation^  in  the  place 
of  the  emperors,  found  none  of  their  titles  more 
glorious  tljian  that  of  protestors  of  the  church. 

But  I  muft  here  difcover  to  you  the  fecret 
judgments  of  God  upon  the  Roman  empire,  and 
upon  Rome  herfelf :  a  myftery  which  the  Holy 

D  d  2  Spirit 
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.    Spirit  revealed  to  St.  John,  and  which  that  great 

Man,  Apoftle,   Evangelift,   and  Prophet,    hath 

Unfolded  in  the  Apocalypfe.     Rome,  who  was 

grown  old  in  th(B  worfhip  of  idols,  had  extreme 

difficulty  to  get  rid  of  them,  even  under  the 

Kofira,  IV.  Or.  Chriftian  emperors ;  and  the  fenate  made  it   a 

^p.  amm.    p^jj^i-  of  honour  to  defend  the  gods  of  Romulus, 

lib..  V.  ep.  3o.*to  which  it  attributed  all  the  yiftories  of  the  an- 

Aug. '  de  ci- cient  republic.     The  emperors  were   peftered 

vit.  De;,  1. 1,  ^j^j^  deputations  from  that  great  body,    which 

required  the  reftoration  of  its  idols,  and  w^hich 
thought  that  to  turn  away  Rome  from  her  old 
fuperftitlions  was,  to  offer  an  indignity  to  the  Ro- 
man name.     Thus  that  aflembly,  compofed  of 
'  the  choice  of  the  empire,  and  an  immenfe  multi- 
tude of  people,  among  whom  were  almoft  all  the 
powerful  men  pf  Rome,  could  neither  be  drawn 
from  their  errors  by  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel, 
nor  by  fo  vifible  an  accomplifhment  of  the  an- 
cient prophecies,  nor  yet  by  the  converfion  of  al- 
moft all  the  reft  of  Europe,  nor,  in  fine;  by  that 
of  the  princes,  all  whofe  decrees  ran  in  favour  of 
Chriftianity.    On  the  contrary,  they  continued  to 
load  with  reproaches   the   church  of  Christ, 
which  they  charged  alfo,  after  the  example  of 
their  fathers,  with  all  the  misfortunes  that  befel 
the  empire,  ever   ready  to  renew  the  perfecii- 
tions,  had  they  not  been  reftrained  by  the  em- 
perors.    In  this   condition  were   things  in  the. 
fourth  age  of  the  church,  and  an  hundred  years 
after  Conftantine,  when   God  at  laft  called  to 
mind  the  many  bloody^  decrees  of-  the  {fenate  a- 
gainft  the  faithful,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  furi- 
pus  outcries  wit}i  which  the  whple  Roman  peo* 

'        '  ' P^ 
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J>lc,  thirfting  after  Chriftian  blood,  had  fo  often 
made  fhe  Amphitheatre  ring.  He  delivered  up  - 
therefore  to  the  Barbarians,  that  city  drunk  witbKey.  xvU.  6* ' 
the  bhod  of  the  martyrs^  as  St*  John  fpeaks.  God 
renewed  upon  her  the  terriblechaftifements  which 
he  had  inflided  on  Babylon :  Rome  herfelf  is  cal-  ^ 
led  by  that  name.  This  new  Babylon,  a  faith-* 
fill  copier  of  the  old,  like  her,  puffed  up  with 
her  viftoriesj  exulting  in  her  delights  and  her 
riches,  polluted  by  her  idolatries,  and  a  perfetu- 
tor  of  God's  people,  falls  alfo  like  her  by  a  migh- 
ty fall,  and  St.  John  lings  her  overthrow.  TheRev.xvu.xvia,' 
glory  of  her  conquefts,  which  fhe  afcribed  to  her 
gods,  is  taken  from  her:  fhe  is  a  prey  to'  Barba* 
rians,  thrice,  nay  four  times  taken,  plundered, 
facked,  deftroyed.  The  fword  of  the  Barbarians 
fpares  none  but  the  Chriftians.  Another  Rome, 
wholly  Chriftian,  arifes  out  of  the  afhes  of  the 
former ;  and  it  is  o/ily  after  the  inundation  of  the 
Barbarians,  that  we  fee  Jesxts  Christ's  vidory 
completed  over  the  Roman  gods,  whith  are  not 
only  deftroyed  but  forgot. 
,^Thus  it  is  that  the  empires  of  the  world  have 
miniftred  to  religion,  and  to  the  prefervation  of 
the  people  of  God :  wherefore  that  fame  God^ 
'  who  caufed  the  different  ftates  of  his  people  to 
be  foretold  by  his  prophets^  caufed  the  fucceflion 
of  empires  to  be  alfo  predifted  by  thcni.*'  You 
have  feen  the  places  where  Nebuchadnezzar  was 
pointed  out  as  the  perfon  that  was  to  come  and 
punifti  the  haughty  nations,  and  efpecially  the 
Jewifh  people,-  for  their  ingratitude  to  their  Ma- 
ker, You  have  heard  Cyrus  named  two  hundred, 
years  before. hi$.  birth,  as  him  who  was  to  reftore 

D  d  ;^  God's 
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God*s  pedpk,  and  to  purtifh  Babylon's  pHde. 
The  deftrudion  of  Nineveh  hath  -been  no  lefe 
^  clearly  foretold*     Daniel,  in  his  admirable   vl/i- 

ons,  hath  made  the  empire  of  Babylon^  that  of 
the  Medes  and  Perlians,  that  of  Alexander  and 
the  Grecians^  pafs  away  in  a  moment  before 
you.  The  blafphemies  and  cruelties  of  Antio- 
chus  lUuftris  have  been  there  prophefied,  as  well 
as  the  miraculous  vidiories  of  God's  people  over 
r  .       that  violent  perfccutor*     We  there  fee  thofe  fa- 

Xnous  ethpires  fall  one  -after  another,  and  the 
hew  empire,  which  Jesus  ChrIst  was  to  efta* 
blifli,  is  there  defcribed  fo  exprefsly  by  its 
proper  charA^crs,  that  it  is  impoflibie  to  miftakc 
^  It*     It  is  the  empire  of  the  Saints  of  the  Moft 

5^igh ;  the  empire  of  the  Son  of  Man  ;  the 
fempire  that  is  to  ftand  amidfl:  the  ruin  of  all 
others,  aad  to  which  alone  eternity  is  pro- 
mifed» 

The  judgments  of  God  upon  the  greateft  kA 
all  the  empires  of  this  world,  that  is,  upon  the 
Roman  empire,  have  not  been  hid  from  us. 
ViOu  have  juft  learned  them  from  the  mouth  of 
St.  John.  Rome  hath  herfelf  felt  the  hand  .of 
God,  and  hath  been,  as  well  as  others,  an  ex- 
ample of  his  Juftice.  But  her  lot  was  happier 
*  than  that  o^  Qther  cities.  Purged  by  her  cala- 
mities from  the  remains  of  idolatry,  fhe  no 
longer  ftands  but  by  Chriftianity,  which  fhe 
difpeiifes  to  the;  whole  world.  ^  v 

^  Thus  have  all  the  great  empires  that  we  have 
,:  ktn  upon    earth  concurred   by  different  ways 

to  the  good  of  religion,  and  glory  of  God,  as 
God  himfelf  hath  declared  by  his  prophets. 

Whea 
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When  you  read  fb  often  in  their  writings,  that 
kings  (hall  flock  into  the  Church,  and  that  they 
fliall  be  proteftors  and  nurfing  fathers  of  her  ; 
by  thefe  words  you  immediately  underftahd  the 
emperors  and  other  Chriftian  princeis.  And  as 
your  royal  anceftors  have  fignalized  themfelves 
above  all  others,  in  protefting  irid  extending 
the  Church  of  God,  I  ffi'all  not  fl:iek  to  afliire 
you,  that  it  is  they  who,  of  all  kings,  are  moft 
clearly  foretold  in  thofe  illuftrious  prophecjes. 

God  therefore,  who  had  a  mind  to  ifiake  ule 
of  divers  empires,  to  chaftife  or  to  exercife,  to 
extend  or  protedl:  his  people,  willing  to  make 
himfelf  known  for  the  author  of  fo  admirable  ^ 
Counfel,  difcovered  the  fecret  of  it  to  his  pro- 

J)hets,  and  made  them  foretel  what  He  had  re- 
brved  to  execute*  Wherefore,  as  the  empires 
entered  into  the  order  of  God's  defigns  upon 
the  people  whom  He  had  chofen,  the  fortune  of 
thofe  empires  ftands  announced  by  the  fame  ora* 
ties  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  which  foretel  the  fuc- 
ceflioh  of  the  faithfut  people* 

'  The  more  you  fhall  accuftom  yourfelf  to  in* 
veftigate  great  things,  and  to  trace  them  to  their 
principles,  the  more  will  you  be  filled  with  ad- 
miration of  thofe  counfels  of  provi(ience.  It 
concerns  you  early  to  form  idfeas  of  them, 
which  will  daily  grow  clearer  in  your  mind,  and 
to  learn  to  refer  human  things  to  the  order  of 
that  eternal  wifdom  whereon  they  depend. 

God  does  not  every  day  declare  his  will  by* 
his  prophets,    concerning  the  kings  and  mo- 
narchies, which  He  fets  up  or  puUs'down,     But 
having  done  it  fo  many  timeJi  in  thofe  great  em- 
pires 
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plrcs  we  have  been  fpeaking  of.  He  (hews  ns 
by  thofe  famous  inftances,  how  He  adts  in  all 
others,  and  teaches  kings  thefe  two  great  ftinda- 
mental  truths  •,  firft,  that  it  is  He  who  forms 
kingdoms,  in  order  to  give  them  to  whomfoever 
He  will ;  and  fecondly,  that  He  knows  how  to 
make  them  fubfervient,  in  his  own  good  time 
and  order,  to  the  deiigns  he  hath  upon  his 
people. 

Thisj  Sir,  ought  to  keep  all  princes  in  an 
fentire  dependence,  and  make  them  ever  atten- 
tive to  God*s  commands,  in  order  to  lend  a 
hand  to  what  He  purpofes  for  his  glory,  upon 
(every  opportunity  He  prefents  to  them.> 

But  this  progreftion  of  empires, '  even  to  con- 
lider  it  in  a  more  human  light,  hath  its  great 
advantages  :'  particularly  to  prihces,  feeing  arro- 
gance,the  common  companion  of  fo  eminent  a  fta- 
tion,  is  fo  effecflually  humbled  by  fuch  afpeftade. 
For  if  ihen  learn  moderation  by  feeing  kings  die, 
how  much  more  will  they  be  ftruck,  when  they 
behold  kingdoms  themfelves  expire ;  and  what 
can  afford  a  moi-e  excellent  leffon  of  thei  vanity 
of  human  grandeur  ? 

Thus  when  you  fee  pafs  away,  as  it  were  in 
an  inftant,  before  your  eyes,  not  to  fay  kings 
and  emperors,  but  thofe  great  empires,  which 
have  made  the  whole  world  tremble  ;  when  you 
fee  the  Affyrians,  both  old  and  new,  the  Medes, 
Perfians,  6reeks,  and  Romans,  prefent  them- 
felves fucceflively  before  you,  and  fall,  {o  to 
fpeak,  one  upon  another :  the  dreadful  wreck 
makes  you  fenfible  that  there  is  nothing  folid 

among 
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^mong  men,  and  that  inccnftancy  and  agitation 
are  the  proper  portion  of  human  things. 

But,    Sir,   what  will  render  this  fpedlacle        IL 
more  ufeful  and  entertaining:  to  you,  is  thfe  re-^^^  Vevoluti- 

„       .  .,,  -  P       1  1         .^  ons  of  empires 

Jlexion  you  will   make,  not  only  upon  the  rue  have  particular 
and  fall  of  empires,  but  alfo  upon  the  caufes  of  ca^fes,  which 

■-,     .       J  ^        J  J     1-  princes    ought 

their  advancement ,  and  dechne»  i  f^  ftudy. 

For,  Sir,  the  fame  God,  who  made  the  con- 
catenation of  the  univerfe,  and  who.  Almighty 
in  himfelf,  hath  thought  fit,  for  the  fake  of  or- 
der, that  all  the  parts  of  that  great  whole  fhould 
have  a  mutual  dependence  on  one  another ;  that 
fame  God  hath  alfo  thought  fit  that  the  courfe  of 
human  affairs  fhould  have  its  progreflion  and 
proportions :  I  mean,  that  men  and  nations  have 
had  qualities  proportioned  to  the  rank  for  which 
they  were  defigned;  and  that,  except  in  a  few- 
extraordinary  cafes,  in  which  God  hath  chofen 
that  his  hand  fhould  appear  alone,  there  hath  no 
great  change  happened^  that  has  not  had  its  caur 
les  in  preceding  ages. 

And  as  in  all  affairs  there  is  that  which  pre- 
pares them,  that  which  determines  to  undertake 
them,  and  that  which  makes  them  fucceed,  the 
triie  knowledge  of  hiflory  is  to  mark,  in  every 
period,  thofe  fecret  difpofitions  which  have  pre* 
pared  the  way  for  great  changes,  and  the  impor- 
tant conjuniftures  that  have  brought  thofe  chan- 
ges to  pafs. 

Indeed,  it  is  not  fufficient  to  look  barely  before 
Che,  that  is,  to  confider  thofe  great  events,  that 
decide  at  once  the  fate  of  empires.  He  that  . ' 
will  thoroughly  underfland  human  aflTairs  mufl 
trac^  them  higher i  and  muft  obferve  the  incli- 
nations 
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tiatidns  and  mannerSj  or  to  fay  eVcry  thing  in  one 
'  Word,  the  charaAer^  as  well  of  the  ruling  nations 
in  general,  as  of  the  princfes  in  particular,  and^  iii 
fine,  of  all  the  extraordinary  men  who,  by  the 
importance  of  the  part  they  have  had  to  aft  in 
the  world,  have  contributed,  right  dr  wrong,  to 
the  change  of  ftates,  and  the  fortune,  good  or 
bad,  of  the  public. 

I  have  endeavoured  to  prepare  you  for  thefc 
important  reflexions  in  the  firft  part  of  this  trea- 
tife ;  you  may  have  there  obferved  the  genius  of 
the  nations,  and  that  of  the  great  men  wlio  con- 
duced them.  The  events,  which  have  been  of 
moment  in  their  iflue^  have  been  exhibited,  and 
in  order  to  keep  you  attentive  to  the  chain  of 
the  grand  affairs  of  the  world,  which  I  wanted 
chiefly  to  make  you  underftand,  I  have  omitted 
a  great  many  particular  fads,  whereof  the  confe- 
quences  Were  not  fo  confiderable.  But  becaufe 
our  confining  ourfelves  fo  clbfc  to  the  progreffion 
hath  made  us  pafs  over  a  great  many  things  {o 
quiclcly,  that  we  could  not  make  the  reflexions 
they  deferved,  you-  are  now  to  apply  yourfelf 
to  them  with  a  more  particular  attention,  and  to 
accufl:om  your  mind  to  invefligate  effedts  in  their 
femotefl:  caufes. 

You  thereby.  Sir,  will  learn  what  is  fo  necef. 
fary  for  you  to  know,  that  thougli  to  confider 
only  particular  occurrences,  fortune  ftems  alone 
to  decide  the  rife  and  fall  of  empires ;  yet  to  take 
in  the  whole,  it  happen^  with  them  as  in  play, 
'  where  the  mofl  dexterous  carries  it  at  the  long 
run. 

/Vnd 
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And  indeed^  in  that  bloody  game  wherein  na* 
tions  hsive  difputed  for  empire  and  power,  that 
which  hath  forefeeii  the  fartheft,  that  which  hath 
tnoft  diligently  exerted  itfelf,  that  which  hath 
longeft  held  out  in  fatigues,  and^  iii  fine,  which 
hath  beft  underftood  how  to  aft  the  ofFenfive  or 
defenfive  part,  according  ^o  occafion,  hath  had 
in  the  end  the  advantage,  and  made  fortune  it-  ' 
felf  fubfervient  to  its  defigns. 

Be  indefatigable  therefore  in  examining  the 
caufes  of  great  revolutions,  as  nothing  will  ever 
conduce  fo  much  to  your  inftruftion  ;  but  trace 
them  efpecially  in  the  progreflion  of  great  cm-  , 

pires,  where  the  greatftefs  of  the  events  render3 
them  more  palpable. 

I  (hall  not  here  count  among  great  empires,       lit. 
-that  of  Bacchus,  or  that  of  Hercules,  thofe  re-^^*  e^^^**, 
nowned  conquerors  of  the  Indies   and  the  Eaft.^s'andEgy*^ 
Their    hiftories  have  no  certainty,    their  con-tian$. 
quefts  have  no  connexion  :  fo  we  muft  leave 
them  to  be  celebrated  by  the  poets,   who  have 
made  them  the  great  fubjeift  of  their  fables^ 

Neither  ihall  I  fp^ak  of  the  empires  whichHcrod.  I.  I. 
Herodote's  MadyeS,  who  pretty  much  i^^emblesj^^^^j^^]*^**^' 
the  Indathyrfes  of  Megafthenes,  and  the  Tanaus 
of  Juftin,  eftabliihed  for  a  while  in  the  greater 
Afia.  The  Scythians,  whom  that  prince  carried 
to  war,  made  rather  incurfions  than  conquefts. 
It  was  only  by  accident,  and  by  pufhing  the 
Cimmerians,  that  they  entered  Media,  beat  the 
Medes,  and  difpoflefied  them  of  that  part  of 
Afia  where  they  had  eftabliihed  their>dominion. 
Thefe  new  conquerors  reigned  there  but  eight 
and  twenty  years.     Their  impiety,  avarice,  a^d 

brutality  *         j 
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brutality  made  them  lofe  it ;    and  Gyaxares  fort 
of  Phraortes,  from  whom   they  had  conquered 
it,  expelled  them.     This  he  did  rather  by  ad- 
^  drefs  than  force  :  -being  reduced  to  a  corner  of 

his  kingdom^  which  the  viftors  had  overlooked^ 
V  or  perhaps  had  not  been  able  to  force,  he  waited 

patiently  till  thofc  brutal  conquerors  had  excited 
the 'publio  hatred,  and  rufihedthemfelves  by  th^ 
dif^rder  of  their  governments 
Lib.xT^        '    We  find  alfo  in  Strabo,  who  has  taken  it  from 
.    the*;  fame  Megafthenes,  a  Thearchpn,  king  of 
m  kings,  ^x.Etl^opia  :  this  muft  be  the  Tirjiakah  of  Scrip- 
f'  tuti  whofejarms  were  fornirdable  in  the  time  of 

Seniachepibi  king  of-  Aflyrik.     That  prince  pe-» 
netrated  as^^far  as  the  pillars  of  Hercules,    pro- 
babfy  alorig  the  coaft  of  Afric.     But  what  fhould 
I  fay  of  ^  man  of  whom  we  find  but  a  word 
here  and  there  in  hiftorians,  and  whofe  domini- 
.       '        on  hath  no  manner  of  feries. 
toaod.  lib.  in.     The  Ethiopians,  whofe  king  he  waS,  were^ 
'         '         according    to  Heredof^^  the^  handfomeft    and 
beft  n^e  erf"  all  men.  They,  had  acute  and  ftrong 
-;  parirSy^Bu^t  toofe  little  pains  to  cultivate  them, 

''.:  ,j  /      plalciing' their  Confidence  in   their  robuft   bodies 

^\     '  and, brawny,  arms.  ,  Their  kings  ;wer«  .eleAjve,. 

f-  .  jindi  they -^always  raifed  the  talleft-and  ftrongeft 

to  the  throne..  We  may  judge  of  th^ii:  humour 
by  an  aftion  which\  Herddote  relates  ta  rus# 
When  Cambyfes  fenfe  to  them,  ^yith.  enffiaring- 
views,  amfeafladors,  apd  prefehts^  fuch  as  the 
Perfians  lifed  to  beftow,  purple^  bracelets  of 
gold,  and  <!ompofitions  of  perfumes,  they  made^ 
a  mock  of  his  prefents^  wherein  they  faw.lio^ 
thing  ufeful  Jk>f  Kfe^-  as  well  as  of  khdimh0k-r 
\         •>  -        .-dor5^ 
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dors,  whom  they  took  for  fpies,  ais  they  were. 
But  their  king  would  alfo  make  a  prefentj  in  his' 
way,  to  the  king  of  Perfia,  and  taking  up  a 
bow  which  a  Perfian  could  hardly  wield,  far  lefs 
draw,  he  bent  it  in  prefence  of  the  ambafladors, 
and  thus  befpoke  them  :  "  Hear  the  counfel 
'*  which  the  king  of  Ethiopia  giveth  to  the  king 
*^  of  Perfia.  When  the  Perfians^  fhail  be  able 
to  ufe  as  eafily  as  Ihave  now  done,  a^  bow  of 
this  fize  and  ftrength,  let  them  come  and  at- 
tack the  Ethiopians,  and  let  them  bring  more 
troops  than  Cambyfes  is  mafter  of.  In  the 
mean  time,  let  them  give  thanks  to  the  Gods, 
who  have  not  put  into  the  heart  of.  the  Ethi- 
opians the  defire  of  extending  themfelves  out 
"  of  their  own  country.**  This  faid,  he  un- 
bended the  bow,  and  gave  it  to  the  ambafladors. 
We  cannot  tell  what  might  have  been  the  event 
of  the  war  :  but  Cambyfes,  incenfed  at  the  an- 
Iwer,  fet  forward  towards  Ethiopia,  like  a  mad- 
man, without  order,  without  convoys,  without . 
difcipline ;  and  his  army  periflied  for  want  of 
provifions,  in  the  midfl  of  thefands,  before  they 
came  near  tKe  enemy. 

Thofe  people  of  Ethiopia  were  not  ;however 
fo  juft '  as  they  boafted,  nor  fo  much  confined  to 
their  own  country.  Their  neighbours  the  E- 
gyptians  had  often  felt  their  power.  There  is 
nothing  coherent  in  the  counfels  of  thofe  favage 
and  uncultivated  nations :  if  nature  often  tiihes 
begins  fine  fentimentsjn  them,  it  never  finifiies  ^ 
them :  fa  that  there  we  fee  little  to  be  learned, 
or  imitated.  We  fliall  therefore  fay  no  more 
about  them,  but  proceed  to  poliihed  nations. 

-       ^  The 


4IA  UNIVERSAL    HISTORY. 

The  Egyptians  were  the  firft  among  whom  the 
rules  of  government  were  known.  That  grave 
and  ferious  nation  firft  underftood  the  true  end  of 
policy,  which  is  to  render  life  commodious  and 
people  happy.  The  ever  uniform  temperature 
of  the  clime  made  their  underftandings  folid  and 
fteady.  As  virtue  is  the  foundation  of  all  fo- 
ciety,  virtue  they  diligen  ly  cultivated.     Their 

Piod.lib.  i.    cardinal  virtue  was  gratitude.     The  glory  ^ow^ 

^^*  *'  ed  them,  of  being  the  moft  grateful  of  all  men, 
ihews  that  they  were  alfo  the  moft  fbciable. 
Good  offices  are  the  bond  of  public  and  private 
union.  He  who  acknowledge  favours,  loves  to 
beftow  them ;  and  ingratitude  once  banifhed,  the 
pleafure  of  doing  good  remains  fo  pure,  th^t  'tis 
no  longer  poffible  to  be  infcnfible  of  it.  Their 
laws  were  fimple,  full  of  equity,  and   fuited  to 

^j^  unite  the  citizens  among  themfelves.     He  who 

had  it  in  his  power  to  fave  a  perfon  attacked, 
and  did  it  not,  was  puniftied  v/ith  death  as  rigour*" 
oufly  as  the  aflaffin.  But  if  a  man  could  not  re- 
lieve the  diftreffed,  he  was  obliged  however  to 
delate  the  author  of  the  violence,  and  there  were 
punifhments  appointed  for  thofe  who  neglefted 
this  duty.  Thus  the  citizens  were  mutually  the 
gu^rd  of  each  other,  and  the  whole  body  of  the 
ftate  was  united  againft  evil  doers.  ^  It  was  not 
allowed  to  be  ufelefs  to  the  ftate ;  the  law  affigned . 
each  his  employment,  which  defcended  from  fa- 

Ibii.  ther  to  fon.     A  man- could  neither  have  two, 

nor  change  hii  profeffion;  but  then  all  profef- 
fiors  were  honourable.  There  were  neccflarily 
fome  employments  and  perfons  more  confidera^ 
bie  than  others,  as  there  muft  needs  be  eyes  in 

the 
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th^  body.  Their  brightnefs  does  not  make  the 
feet  or  the  lower  parts  contemptible:  fo  among^ 
the  Egyptians,  the  priefts  and  foldiers  had  pecu- 
liar marks  of  honour;  but  all  trades,  to  the  very 
meaneft,  were  held  in  efteem ;  and  it  was  thought  \ 

criminal  to  defpife  the  citizens,  whofe  labours^^ 
t^hatever  they  were,  contributed  to  the  public 
rood.  By  this  means  all  arts  came  to  their  per- 
r6<5lion :  honour,  which  foftfers  tliem,  was  every 
where,  concerned :  .men  did  better  what  they  had 
always  feen  done,  and  what  they  had  fokly  been 
pmdlifed  in  from"  their  infancy, 

^ut  there  was  one  occupation  which  was  to  be 
common^  and  that  was  the  ftudy  of  the  laws  and 
of  wifdom.  Ignorance  of  the  religion  and  polity 
of  the  country  w?is  difpenfed  within  no  ftation; 
moreover,  each  profeffion  had  its  diftri(5b  afllgned 
it:  from  this' there  arofe  no  inconveniency  in  a^ 
country  that  was  not  very  large;  and  in  fo  beau- 
tiful an  oecpnomy  the  idle  had  no  where  to  hide 
thenifelves. 

Among,  fo  good  laws,  what  was  moft  excel- 
lent, was,  that  every  body  was  bred  up  in  the 
fpirit  of  obferving  them.     A  new  cuftom  was  anerod.  1.  ii. 
prodigy  in  Egypt ;  every  thing  went  on  alwaysl>»o^*l-»-f«'^* 
in   the  fame  regular  courfe ;  and  the  exaft  ob-^[    *^  *  ^^ 
fervance  of  fmall  matters ,  maintained  thofe  of 
greater  moment :  and  fo  never  was  there  a  peo- 
ple that  l6nger  preferved  its  ^ufages  and  laws. 
The  order  of  their  courts  of  juftice  ferved  to^ 
keep  up  this  fpirit.     Thirty  judges  were  chofenpiochUfeft. 
out  of  the  principal  cities,  to  compofe  the  court*- 
that  judged '  the  whole  kingdom.     None  were 
to  be  feen  in  thofe  places  of  dignity  but  perfons 
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Ibid. 


of  the  greateft  honour  and  gravity  in  the  whole 
coyntry.     The  prince   appointed   them*  certain 
revenues,  that  fo  being  free  from  domeftic  in- 
cumbrances, they  might  beftow  their  whole  time 
in^  enforcing  the  obfervance  of  the  laws.     No- 
thing did  they  get  by  law-fuits,  and  making  a 
trade  of  juftice  was  yet  a  thing  unthought  of. 
To  avoid  impofitions,  affairs  were  difcufled  by 
writing  in  that  affembly.     Thofe  fages  were  a- 
fraid  of  falfe  eloquence,  which  dazzles  the  judg- 
ment and  moves  the  paffions.     Truth  could  not 
be  fet  forth  in  too  dry  a  manner.     The  prefident 
of  the  fenate  wore  a  golden  collar  fet  with  pre- 
cious ftones,  from  whence  hung  a  figure  without 
eyes,  which   was  called  Truth.     His  putting  it 
on  was  the  fignal  for  opening  the  feffions.     He 
moved  it  towards  the'  party  that  was  to  gain  his 
caufe,  and   this  was  the   form  of  pronouncing 
fentence.     One  of  the  fineft  artifices  of  the  E- 
gyptians,  to  preferve  their  ancient  maxims,  was, 
to  clothe  them  with  certain  ceremonies,  which 
imprinted  them  upon  the  mind.     Thofe  cere-' 
monies  were  obferved  with  due  reflexion,  nor 
did  the  ferious  humour  of  the  Egyptians  fuffer 
them  to  dwindle  into  bare  forms.     Thofe  who 
had  no  bufinefs,  and  lived  an  innocent  life,  might 
avoid  the  fcrutiny  of  that  feverc  tribunal.     But 
there  was  in  Egypt  one  fort  of  trial  altogether, 
extraordinary,  which  no  body  efcaped,     'Tis  a 
confolation  on  a  death-bed,  to  leave  one's  name 
in  efteem  among  men,  and  of  all  human  blef- 
fings,  this  is  the  only  one  that  death  cannot  rob 
us  of.     But  it  was  not  allowed  in  Egypt  indif- 
criminately  to  praife  all  the  dead  ;  this  honour 

was 
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^as  to  be  had  only,  by  a  public  decree.  The 
liioment  a  man  di^d,  he  was  brought  into judg- 
iheht.  The  public  accufer  was  "heard.  If  he 
proved  that  the  condud  of  the  deceafed  had  been 
Dad,  his  memory  was  condemned,  and  he  de* 
prived  of  burial.  The  |5eople  admired  the  power 
of  the  laws,  which  extended  ^ven  after*  death,  ' 
and  every  one,  touched  with  the  receint  example, 
feared  to  difgrace  his  memory  and  his  family. 
But  if  the  defun A  was  not  convifted  'of  any 
mifdemeanour,  he  was  buried  honourably  j  and 
a  panegyric  was  made  upon  him,  but  without  the 
kaft  mention  of  his  birth.  All  Egypt  was  no- 
ble, aftd  befides,  nd  ptaifes  there  wer6  regarded, 
but  fuch  as  were  won  by  merit. 

Every  one  knows  how  carefully  the  Egypti- 
ans preierved  dead  bodies.  Their  mummies  arc  * 
ftill  to  be  feen.  Thus  their  gratitude  to  their ' 
kindred  was  immortal :  children,  by  beholding 
the  bodies  of  their  anceftors,  called  to  mind 
their  virtues, which  the  public  had  acknowledged, 
and  wete  animated  to  loVe  the  laws  they  had  left 
thern*  - 

To  prevent  borrowing,  whence  pfoceed  idle^fierod.  L  ffl. 
nefs,  frauds,  and  chicane,  king  Afychis  made^**'^'  *•  ^^» 
a  dectee^  that  lio  man  fhoula  borrow  without^* 
mortgaging  his  father's  body  to  the  lender.   '  It 
was  at  biice  impious  and  infamous,  not  fpeedily 
to  redeem  fo  precious   a  pledge ;  and  he,  wh6 
died  withdut  difcharging  this  duty,  was  d^ied 
fepulture.  \^ 

The  kingdom  was  hereditary;  but  the  kiiigjj,j^^ 
Was  more  bound  than  all  others  to  live  accord^ 
ing  to  the  laws.     They  had  fome  peculiar  ones, 

E  e  which 
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which  a  king  had  digefted,  *and  which  made  a 
part  of  the  (acred  books.     Not  that  any  thirij 
was  difpiited  with  the  kings,  or  that  any  one  ha< 
a  right  to  conti-oui  them ;  on  the  contrary,  they 
4     were  honoured  as  Gods :  out  ancient  cuftom  had 
fettled  every  thing,  and  they  had  no  notion  of 
living  differently  from   their  anceftbrs.     Thus 
they  fubmitted,  without  pain,   not  only  to  have 
the  quality  and  quantity  of  their  eating  and 
drinking  prefcribed  them  (for  nothing  was  more 
common  in  Egypt,  where  every  body  was  ibber^ 
ttcrdd.  ii.      and  the  air  ofthe  country  inspired  temperance) 
lDipdn.fca.i.i5ut  even  to  have  all  their  hours  devoted  to  par- 
dciilar   purpoles.     Upon    wakirtg  at  break  of 
day^  when  the  judgment  is  mpft  diftind,  and  the* 
thoughts  cleareft,  tncy  read  their  letters,  in  order 
to  form  a  more  adequate  and  truer  notion  ofthe 
affairs  they  had  to  decide.     So  foon  as  they  were 
dre/led,  tncy  wfent  to  facrifice  ^t  the  temple : 
ther.:,  furrounded  with  their  whole  court,  and 
the  vidims  laid  upon  the  altar,  they  affifted  at 
a  prayer,  fuirof  iiiftrudBion,  wherein  the   prieft 
^    befought  the  Gods  to  b^ftow  upon  the  prince  all 
royal  virtues,  that  fo  he  might  be  religious  to- 
wards the  Gods^  mild  towards  men,  moderate, 
juft,  magnanimous,  fincere,  averfe  to  falfehood, 
liberal,  mafter  of  himfelf,  punifhing  below  defert, 
and  rewarding  beyond  merit.     The  prieft  men- 
tioned next  the  faults  which  kings  were  liable  to 
commit ;  but  he  always  fupppfed,  that  they  i^ 
into  them  only  through  impofition  or  ignorance,  *   j 
pouring  out  imprecations  upon  the  mmifters  who 
gave  them  evil  counfels,  and  difguifed  the  truth 
fr6m  fhcra.     Such  was  the  manner  of  inftriift- 

ing 
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ing  the  ki^gs.  Ijt  was  Judged^  that  FeproaQheslbicL 
did  but  four  their  niinds^  and  that  the  moft 
dFcftiial  Yfzy  of  inftilling  virtue  into  them,  wa9# 
to  point  out  to  them  their  duty  in  praifes  con* 
formable  to  the  laws,  and  6>iei?inly  pronounced 
before  the  Gods*  After  tha  prayer  and  facrific^ 
there  were  read  to  the  king,  in  the  holy  boolcs^ 
it^e  coUnfels  and  at%ions  of  great  v^tn^  to  ^e  end 
that  he  fhould  govern  his  kingdom  by  th^ir  max- 
ims, and  maintain  the  laws  which  hs^  render^ 
ed  hiis  pr^deceflbrs,   as  well  as  their  (ubje^^^ 

happy.  ..  \  ^ 

What  fhews  that  thofe  admonitions  were  fe*- 
rioufly  given  and  att^ded  to,  is,  that  they  had 
their  defired  effed*  Among  the  Theban?,  that 
is,  in  the  chief  Dynafty,  that  wherein  the  Uws 
Were  in  full  force^  and  which  at  laft  became  mif- 
farefs  of  all  the  reft,  the  greateft  men  were  kings. 
The  two  Mercuries^  authors  of  the  fcienccs,  and 
of  all  the  inftitutions  of  the  Egyptians,  the-  one 
Who  lived  near  the  time  of  the  flood,  and  the  other 
who  was  called  Trifinerifiusj  o^  thrice  great*  ^ 
tonteliiporary  of  Moles,  were  both  kings  of 
JThebeSi  AllEgypt  profited  by  their  4ight;s,and  toHcrod.  i.  ii, 
their  inftru<ftions  Thebes  owes  htsr  having  had  fa 
few  bad  princes*  Thefe  were  forbcgre  with  du-Diod.  1.  fe^ 
ring  their  life-time;  for  {o  the  public  peace  re-a* 
quired :  but  they  were  not  exempted  from  the 
trial  that  was  to  be  undergone  after  death.  Some  ibid, 
were  deprived  of  burial,  but  of  this  we  fee  fevr 
inftances;  and  on  the  contrary,  moft  of  the 
kings  were  fo  J)el6yed  by  their  people,  that  every 
one  lamented  their  death  as  much  as  that  pf  hi^ 
father  or  of  his  children. 

E  e  2  .      This 
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This  cuftom  of  judging  kings  after  their 
death  was  held  facred  by  the  people  of  God, 
who  always  praftifed  it*  We  read  in  Scripture 
that  wicked  kings  were  deprived  of  the  burial 

Aat.  xiii.  23.  of  their  fathers  •,  and  we  learn  from  Jofephus, 
that  that  cuftom  continued  even  in  the  days  of 
the  Afmoneans.  It  gave  the  kings  to  know, 
that  if  their  majefty  fets  them  above  human 
judgment  diiring  their  life,  they  muft  come  to  it 
at  laft,  when  death  has  levelled  them  with  other 
mortals. 

The  Egyptians  had  an  inventive  genius,  but 
they  applied  it  to  ufeful  obje<Sls.  Their  Mer- 
curies filled  Egypt  with  w:)nderful  inventions, 
and  had  left  it  ignorant  of  almoft  nothing  that 

Diod.  lib.  i.  could  render  life  commodious  and  eafy.     I  can- 

de^ifid  J^^^'^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  Egj'^ptians  the  glory  they  hav€ 
Ofir.  '.  given  their  Oliris,  of  having  invented  hufban- 
dry  ;  for  we  .find  it  in  ^11  time  in  the  countries 
adjacent  to  that  from  whence  mankind  was  pro- 
pagated, and  we  cannot  doubt  but  it  was  known 
from  the  beginning  of  the  world.  And  indeed 
the  Egyptians  themfelves  give  fo  great  antiquity 
to  Ofiris,  that  'tis  evident  they  have  confounded 
his  time  with  that  of  the  creation  of  the  univcrfe, 
and  that  they  have  afcribed  to  him  things,  the 
original  whereof  went  very  far  beyond  all  times 
known  in  their  hiftory.  But  if  the  Egyptians 
did  not  invent  agriculture,  nor  the  other  arts 
which  we  fee  before  the  deluge,  they  brought 
them  to  fuch  perfedion,  and  took  fo  great  pains 
to  reftore  them  among  the  nations  where  barba- 
rifm  had  caufed  them  to  be  forgot,  that  their 

glory 


UNIVERSAL    HISTORY,  411 

glory  IS  not  much  lefs  than  if  they  had  been  the 
Inventors. 

There  are  alfo  fome  very  important  ones,  the 
invention  of  which   cannot  be  difputed  them. 
As  their  country  was  level,  and  their  atmofphercpi^^^  gpl^^ 
always  clear  and  unclouded,  they  were  the  firftDiod.  i.  fcft, 
who   obferved  .the  courfe  of  the  ftars.     They.V  ^^^^*  ^*^* 
likewife  firft  regulated  the. year.     Thefe  obferva-  ' 
tions  led  them  naturally  into  arithmetic  -,  and  if 
it   is   true  what   Plato  fays,  that  the  Sun  andpi^t.  in  Tim^ 
Moon   taught  men  the  knowledge  of  numbers, 
that  is,  that  regular  computations  begun  by  that 
of  days,  months  and  years,  the  Egyptians  were 
the  firft  who  attended  to  thofe  wonderful  teach- 
ers.    The  planets  and  other  ftars  were  no  lefs 
known  to  them  •,  and  they  found  out  that  great 
year  which  brings    back  the  whole  heavens  to 
their  firft  point.     In  order  to  know  again  theirpjoj.  jji,,  ^ 
own  lands  that  were  yearly  overflowed  by  thefeft.z, 
Nile,  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  fur-» 
veying,  which  foon  made  them  acquainted  with 
geometry.     They  were  great  obfervers  of  nature, 
which  in  fo  ferene  an  air,  and  under  fo  hot  a 
Sun,  was  extremely  vigorous  and  fruitful,     Andpiod,  i.  fea^ 
this  it  was  alfo,  that  occafioned  phyfic  to  be  in-.?- Herod,  iii, 
vented  or   perfeded  by  thehi.      Thus  all  the**^*^' 
fbiences  were  had  in  great  honour  among  them*  ThcDiod,  lib.  i, 
inventors  of  things  ufeful  received  both  in  their  ^*^-  *• 
life-time,  and  after  their  death,  fuitable  rewards 
of  their   labours.     This  it  was  that  immorta- 
lized  the  works  of  their  two  Mercuries,  arid 
made  them  be  regarded  as  divine  books.     The 
firft  library  we  read  of  was  that  of  Egypt.    The 
title  that  was  given  it  made  people  curious  to  go 

E  e  3  intq 
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iiito  It,  and  to  penetrate  its  'fetret$  :  it  was  cAt 
led.  The  treafure  of  the  remedies  of  tbefotd.  For 
the  foul  there  cureth  itfelf  of  ignorance,  the 
moft  dangerous  of  its  difeafes,  and  the  fource  of 
all  others. 

One  of  the  things  moft  ftrongly  imprei&d  on 
the  minds  of  the  Egyptians,  was  a  regard  and 
love  for  their  country.     It  was,  faid  they,  the 
refidcatice  of  the  Gods  who  had  reigned  there  a 
Wat.  in  Tim.  vaft  many  thoufand  years  ;  Ihe  was  the  mother 
P^!  h  ^eft.Qf  ^<2ai  and  beaft,   which  the  land  of  Egypt, 
*  watered  by  the  Nile,  had  brought  forth,  while 

the  reft  of  nature  was  barren.  The  priefts,  who 
compofed  the  hiftory  of  Egypt  of  that  immenfe 
feries  of  ages,  which  they  ftuiFed  with  nothing 
but  fables  and  the  genealogies  of  their  Gods,  did 
io^  in  order  to  imprint  on  the  minds  of  the  peo? 
pie  the  antiquity  and  noblenefs  of  their  coun- 
try^ In  fine,  their  real  hiftory  was  Contained 
within  moderate  bounds  \  but  they  thought  it 
glorious  to  lofe  themfelves  in  an  infinite  abyis  of 
iimt^  which  feemed  to  bring  them  hear  to  eter^ 

However  the  love  of  their  country  had  {pmcf 
more  folid  foundations.  Egypt  was  indeed  the 
iineft  country  in  the  worid,  the  moft  plentiful  by 
nature,  and  bcft  improved  by  art,  the  richcfl^ 
moft  commodious,  and  moft  adorned  t>y  th^  ^ar^ 
^d  magnificence  of  its  kings. 

There  was  nothing  but  what  was  great  in 
fheir  defigns  and  in  their  works.  What  they 
made  of  the  Nile  is  incredible.  It  feldom  rains 
|n  Egypt  J  but  that  river,  which  waters  the 
wJlolc  by  its  ^gular  inundations*  ^conveys  to  it 
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t&e  rains  and   fnows  of  countries.     In  order  to  Herod,  n. 

multiply,  fo  beneficial  a  river,  Egypt  was  crofTed  ^'^^'  *•  ^^ 

by  an  infinite  number  of  canals  of  an  incrediUe 

length  and  breadth.     The  Nile  carried  fruitful 

ne(s  every  where  along  with  its  falutary  waters, 

united  cities  to  one  another,  and  the  main  Ocean 

with  the  Red  Sea  kept  up  commerce  both  with-. 

in  and  without   the   kingdom,   and  fortified  it 

againft  the  enemy  :  fo  that  it  wa$  at  once  the 

nouriiher  and  defender  of  Egypt.     The  cham-r 

pain  country  was  abandoned  to  it :  but  the  ci^ 

ties  raifed  with  immenfe  labour,  and  lifting   up 

their  heads  lik^  fo  many  Iflands  in  the  midft  of 

the  waters,  -looked  down  with  joy  upon  all  the 

elain  overflowed,  and  at  the  fame  time  fertilized, 
,  y  the  Nile.     When  it  fwelled  beyond  meafure, 
Jjreat  lakes  dug  by  the  kings  offered  their  bo- 
oms to  the  fpreading  waves.      They  had  their 
outlets  prepared;  large  fluices  opened  or  fliut 
them    as    occafion  required;    and  the  waters, 
having  their  retreat,  remained  upon  the  lands  up 
ipnger  than  was  neceflary  to  fatten  them. 

Such  was  jlie  ufe  of  that  vaft  lake,  which  was  Herod.  &  - 
(jiaUed  the  lake  of  Myris  or  Moeris  :  this  was^*^*;^^^^t 
the  name  of  the  king  who  had  made  it.  One 
l»  amazed  to  read,  what  neverthelefs  is  certain, 
that  its  compafs  round  was  about  an  hundred  and 
fojirfccwe  of  our  leagues,  or  five  hundred  and 
forty  miles.  That  too  many  good  lands  might 
jiftt  be  loft  by  digging  it,  it  was  extended  chiefly 
on^  the  fide  of  Libya.  The  fifliery  of  it  yielded 
vaft  fums  to  the  prince ;  and  fo  whe^  the  earth 
produced  nothing,  treafures  were  drawn  from  it, 
py  wvering  it  with  y{At^t\    Two  Pyramids,  each 

of 
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of  which  bore  upon  a  throne  two  coloflel  fta- 

tues,  one  of  Moeris,  and  the  other  of  his  con-r. 

fort,  rofe   three  hundred  foot  above  the  middle 

of  the  lake,  and  occupied  a  like  fpace  under  the 

wafers.     Thus  they  fhewed  that  they  had  been 

erefted  before  the  pit  was  filled,  and  demonftrated 

that  a  lake  of  that  extent  had  been  made  by 

mens  hands  under  one  fingle  prince. 

Herod,  ii.  Thofe  who  do  not  know  to  what  degree  the 

Piod.  i.  »c     earth  may  be  improved,  take  for  a  fable  what  is 

Related  of  the  number  of  the  cities  of  Egypt, 

Their  richnefs  was   no  lefs  incredible.     There  , 

was  ngt  one  of  them  but  was  full  of  magnificent 

Ilcrod.ibid.    temples  and   ftately  palaces.     The  archite<5hire 

jevery  where  exhibited  that  noble  fimplicity,  and 

that  greatnefs  lyhjch  fills  the  mind.     Long  gale- 

ries  difplayed  fculptures  that  were  afterwards 

J)iod.  iby*     models  to  Greece.     Thebes  could  vie  with  the 

fineft  cities  in  the  univerfe.     Her  hundred  gates 

fung  by  Homer  are  knowii  to  all  the  world. 

She  was  no  lefs  populous  than  extenfive,  and  it 

Pomp.  >!cla,  ha$  been  faid,  that  (he  could  fend  out   at  once 

*'  '■  ten  thoufand  fighting  men  at  every  one  of  her 

gatps.     Let  there  be,  if  you  will,  forhe  exaggera- 

pon  in  this  number  5,  'tis  however   undoubted 

T^^A*^*'    that  her  people  were  innumerable.     The  GVeeEi 

fi.*6o.      '     ?^d  Romans  have  celebrated   her  magnificence 

and  grandeur,  even  though   diey   faw   but  her 

ruin$ :  fo  auguft  were  her  very  remains, 

Had  our  travellers  penetrated  as  far  as  the 

place  where  this  city  was  built,  they  would  doubt- 

*  lefs  have  ftill  found  fomething  incomparable  in 

Jier  ruins,  for  the  works  of  the  Egyptians  were 

inade  tp  ftand  proof  againft  the  power  of  time. 
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Their  ftatues  were  Colofles.  *  Their  pillars  ^^^re^r?*;^  . 

^  immenfe.     Egypt  aimed  at  the  grand,  and  was       '     '  ^'^ 
willi%  to  ftrike  at  a  diftance,  but  always  pleafing 
by  the  juftnefs  of  the  proportions.     There  have  Voyages,  imp; 
been  discovered  in  the  Sayd  (you  well  know  thatP**"  J^'  '^^"' 
this  is  the  name  of  the  Thebaid)  temples  and 
palaces  almoft  ftill  entire,  where   thofe  columns 
and  ftatues  are  numberlefs.  One  palace  efpeciaU 
ly  is  admired  there,  the  remains  whereof  feem  to 
have  ftood  only  to   eclipfe  the   glory  of  the 
world's  other  grandeft  works.     Four  walks  lon- 

•  ger  than  fight,  and  bounded  on  each  fide  by 
fphinxes  of  afubftance  as  rare  as  their  fize  is  re- 
iharkable,  ferve  as  avenues  to  four  portico's,  of  a 

'  ftupendous  height  What  magnificence,  and 
what  extent !  yet  thofe,  who 'have  defcribed  to  us 
that  prodigious  edifice,  have  not  had  time  to  go 
round  it,  and  are  not  even  fure  that  they  have 

'  feen  one  half  of  it;  but  all  they  faw  was  fur- 
prizing.  A  hall,  which  probably  was  the  mid- 
dle of  that  ftately  palace,  was  fupported  by  an 
hundred  and  twenty  pillars,  36  fbot  thick,  pro- 
portionably  t^ll,  and  intermixed  with  obelifks, 
which  fo  many  ages  have  not  been  able  to  demo- 
|ifh.  The  very  colours,  and  they  are  what  foon- 
eft  feel  the  power  of  time,  are  ftill  undefaced  a- 
midft  the  ruins  of  that  admirable  ftrufture,  and 
ftill  preferve  their  livelinefs:  fo  much  had  Egypt 
the  art  of  imprinting  the  charafter  of  immorta- 
lity upon  all  her  works.  Now  that  the  king's 
pame  penetrate^  to  the  moft  unknown  parts  of  . 
the  world,  and  as  that  prince  extends  as  far  as  the 
refearches  he  caufes  to  be  made  for  the  nobleft 
works  both  of  nature  and  art,  would  it  ndt  be  an 

object . 
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objcft  worthy  that  nohlt  curiofity,  to  difooyer  the 
beauties  which  the  Thebaid  contains  in  its  de^ 
fert$,  and  to  enrich  our  architefture  with  dje  in- 
ventions of  Egypt  ?  What  power  and  wHat  art 
muft  there  have  been  to  make  fuch  a  country 
the  wonder  erf*  the  world!  And  what  beajuties 
ihould  we  not  find,  could  we  come  at  the  royid 
city,  fince  fo  far  from  it  we  difcpver  fuch  wonder- 
ful things  ?      . 

To  Egypt  alone  it  belonged  to  eredl  monu* 
ments  for  pofterity.  Her  obelilks  are  even  to 
this  day,  as  much  for  their  beauty  as  height 
the  principal  ornament  of  Rome  j  and  the  Ro- 
man power»  defpairing  of  equalling  the  Egypti- 
ans,  thought  it  fufficient  fpr  its  grandeur  to  bor* 
row  the  monuments  of  their  kings, 

Egypt  had  yet  feen  no  large  flruftures  but 
the  tower  of  Babel,  when  flie  imagined  her 
Pyramids,  which,  by  their  fhape  as  well  as  fize, 
ftand  triumphant  oyer  time  and  Barbarians, 
.  The  good  taite  of  the  Egyptians  made  them 
ever  after  love  fblidity  and  regularity  quite 
plain.  Is  it  not  that  nature  leads  of  it^lfta 
that  fimple  manner,  to  which  *tis  ib  hard  to 
return,  when  the  tafte  has  been  vitiated  by  a 
whimlical  novelty  and  boldnefs  ?  Be  this  as  it 
will,  the  Egyptians  loved  only  a  regular  bold- 
nefs •,  they  fought  the  new  and  furprizii^  only 
in. the  infinite  variety  of  nature,  and  boafted 
that  they  alone,  like  the  Gods,  had  made  iai' 
mortal  Works,  The  infcriptions  on  the  Pyra- 
mids were  no  lefs  noble  than  the  workmanihip, 
Berod.  a.  They  a4drefrcd  themfelves  to  the  ipeftators, 
Qne  of  thefe  ]Py]:^^xuds,  built  of  brick^  warned 

th«m 
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dicm  by  its  fide  not  to  compare  it  with  otHcra, 
for  that  it  was  as  far  above  alt  Pyramids  as  Jttfi^ 
ter  was  above  all  Gods. 

But  let  men  do  their  utmoft,  their  nothing.  Herod.  i!»id. 
nefe  every  where  appears.     Thofe    Pyramids  i^wxi*  «•  ^^ 
were  tombs  5  and  the  very  kings  who  built  them*' 
had  not  power  to  be  interred  in  them,  nor  did 
they  enjoy  their  own  fepulchres. 

I  fhould  not  mention  that  fine  palace,  which 
was  called  the  Labyrinth,  did  not    Herodote,  Herod.  & 
who  faw  it,  aflure  us  that  it  was  more  furprizing^^^^*  '^^ 
than  the  Pyramids.     It  had  been  built  on  the 
fide  of  the  lake  of  Moeris,  and  a  profped  given 
it  fuitable  to  its  grandeur,'    But  indeed,  it  was  ^ 
not  fp  much  one  fingle  palace,  as  a  magnificent 
pile  of  twelve  palaces  regularly  difpofed,  which 
had  a  communication  with  each  other.     A  range 
p(  fifteen  hundred  chambers,  intermixed  with 
terrafles,  furrounded  twelve  halls,  and  left  no  ' 
egrefs  to  fuch  as  had  the  curiofity  to  vifit  them. 
There  were  as  many  apartments  under  ground. 
Thefe  fubterraneous  manfions  were  deilined  for 
the  burial-place  of  the  kings,  and  likewife  (who 
pould  relate  it  without  (hame,  and  without  de* 
ploring  the  bli/idnefs  of  the  human  mind  X)  to 
entertain  the  facred  Crocodiles,  which  that  na-r 
tion,  in  other  refpedts  fo  wife,  made  its  Gods. 

You  are  amazed  to  fee  fo  much  magnificence 
in  the  fepulchres  of  Egypt.  The  matter  was, 
befide§  their  being  ereded  as  facred  monuments 
to  convey  to  future  ages  the  memory  of  great  ^ 
princesf  they  were  alfo  looked  upon  as  eternal 
habitations.  The  houfes  were  called  inns,  where  uiod.  ibil, 
p^ple  w^r^  only  paiTengers,  and  during  a  life 

too 
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too  (hort  to  terminate  all  their  defigns  :  but  the 
true  homes  were  the  tombs,  in  which  they  -were 
to  dwell  through  endlefs  ages. 

Moreover,  it  was  not  on  inailimate  things 
that  Egypt  beftowed  moft  pains.  Her  nobleft 
works  and  moft  excellent  art  confifted  in  form- 

Plod.  ihid.     irig  of  men.     Greece  was  fo  perfuaded  of  this, 

^^*  ^      '  th^t  her  greateft  men,  fuch  as  Homer,  Py  thago* 

ras,  Plato,  Lycurgus  himfelf,  and  Solon,   thofc 

*  two    great    lawgivers,  and  others  needlefs   to 

name,  went  to  learn  wifdbm  in   Egypt.     God 

thought  fit-  that  Mofes  himfelf  fhould  be  learned 

^WU  vii.  ^^.  if^  all  the  wifdom  of  the  Egyptians :  thereby  it  was 
that  he*  begun  to  be  mighty  in  words  and  in  deeds. 
True  wif4<3m  avails  itfelf  of  ^very  thing,  and 
God  will  not  have  thofe  whom  he  infpires,  to 
negleft  the  human  means,  which  alfo  proceed 
from  hirn  in  their  own  way, 

Thofe  fages  of  Egypt  had  ftudied  the  regi* 
men,  that  makes  folid  minds,  robuft  bodies, 
fruitful  wives,  and  vigorous  children.  By  this 
means  the  people  increafed  in  number,  and  in 
'  ftrength.  The  country  was  naturally  healthful  j 
but  philofophy  had  taught  them  that  nature  re- 
quires to  be  affifted.  There  is  an  art  in  form- 
ing the  body  as  well  as  the  mind.     This  art, 

Biod.  i.  fcft.  which  we  through  our  careleflhefs  have  loft,  was 

'•  well  known  to  the  ancients,  and  Egypt  had  firft 

found  it.     In  this   excellent  de%n  Aie  chiefly 

Herod,  iii.  made  ufe  of  temperance  and  exercife.  In  a  large 
field  of  battle,  which  was  feeii  by  Herodote,  the 
fculls  of  the  Perfians,  eafy  to  be  pierced,  and 
thofe  of  the  Egyptians,  harder  than  the  ftones 
thejr  v/ere  mixed  with,  ihewed  the   effeminacy- 
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cf  the  fdf ip^r,  and  the  rpbuft  conftitution,  which 
a   frugfitl  diet,  and  vigorous  exercife,  beftowed 
upori  the  latter^     Race$  on  foot,  on  horfeback, 
and  in  chariots^  were  pradlifed  in  Egypt  with  a 
wonderful  dexterity,  nor  were  there  in  all  the 
world    better  horfemen    than    the    Egyptians. 
"When  Diodorus    tells  us^    that  they   rejedledDiod.  i.  fta. 
Wreftling,  as  an  exercife  which  conferred  a-  dan-*- 
geroud  ahd  fliort-lived  ftreifgtb,  he  muft  needs 
have    meant  the   immoderate  wreftling  of  the 
Athlets,  or  prize-wreftlers,  which  Greece  her- 
felf,  who  crowned  it  in  her  games,  had  blamed, 
as  unfuitable  to  free  perfons  :  but  with  a  certain 
moderation,  it  was  not  unworthy  of  tl^e  raoft 
honourable  •,  and  Diodorus  himfelf  informs  us,Diod.  i.fea.i. 
that  the  Mercury  of  the  Egyptians  had  invented 
its  rules,  as  well  as  the  art  of  forming  the   bo- 
dy.    Juft  fo  are  we  to  underftand  what  that  au- 
thor fays  alfo  concerning  muiic.     That  which  he 
makes  the  Egyptians  to   de^ife,    as   liable  to 
flacken  their  courage,  was  doubtlefs  that  foft  and  id*  i.  fea. », 
effeminate  mufic   which   infpires   nothing    but 
pleafure,  and  a  falfe  tendernefs.     For  as  to  that 
generous  mufic,  whofe  noble  harmony  elevates 
the  mind  and  foul,  the  Egyptians  were  very  far 
from  defpifing  it;  feeing^  according  to  Diodo-ja.  i.  fea.  i, 
ru3  himfelf,  their   Mercury  had  invented  it,  as 
alfo  the  graveft  inftrument  of  the  mufic.     In  the  Clem.  Alex. 
folemn  proceflion   of   the   Egyptians,   wherein ^"'°"^-^^^-^- 
were  carried^    in  folemn    pomp,  the  books  of 
Trifmegiftus,   we  fee  the  chief  finger   walk  at 
the  head,  holding  m  his   hand    "  a  fymbol  of 
mufic  (what  it  was  I  know  not)  and  the. book 
of  facrcd  hymns."    In   Ihort,  Egypt  forgot- 

nothing 
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nothing  that  could  polUh  the  mind,  exalt  thi 
foul,  and  ftrengthen^  the  body.  Four  hundred 
thoufand  fbldiers,  which  flie  kept  on  foot,  were 
thofe  of  her  citizens,  whom  me  trained  with 
greateft  care.  The  Military  laws  wereeafily  pre- 
ferved,  and,  in  a  manner,  preferved  of  them- 
felves,  becaufe  fathers  taught  them  their  chil- 
dren :  for  the  profeffion  of  war  went  from  father 
to  ion,  like  the  reft ;  and,  next  to  the  j»ieftly 
families,  thofe  efteemed  moft  illuftrious  were,  as 
among  us,  the  families  deftined  to  arms.  I  will 
not  wy,  however,  that  the  Egyptians  were  .a 
warlike  people.  Let  a  nation  keep  up  never  fo 
many  regular  troops,  let  them  be  never  (o  much 
trained  in  a  parade  of  martial  toils,  and  amidft 
mock  battles,  nothing  but  war,  and  r^  fight- 
ing, will  ever  make  warriours.  Egypt  loved 
peace,  becaufe  ihe  loved  juftice,  and  had  ibidicrs 
only  for  her  defence*  Content  with  her  own 
country,  where  peace  and  plenty  reigned,  Ihc 
never  thought  of  conquefts.  She  extended  her* 
feif  in  another  way,  by  iencling  her  colo^es  all 
over  the  earth,   and  with  them  politeads  aad 

PliL  in  Tim.  laws.  The  moft  renowned  cities  camee  to  learn 
in  Egypt  thejr  antiquities,  and  the  fourceo/ their 
fineft  inftitutions.     She  was  confulted,  from  all 

Herod,  ii.  quarters,  upon  the  rules  of  wifdom.  When  the 
men  of  Elis  had  inftituted  the  Olympic  gam^ 
the  moft  famous  in  Greece,  they  £bnt  a  folemn 
ambafly  to  crave  the  approbation  of  the  Egyp- 
tians, and  learned  of  them  new  ways  of  anima* 
ting  the  combatants.  Egypt  reigned  by  her  coun* 
iels,  and  that  empire  of  underftaiiding  appeared 
to  her  more  noble  and  glorious  than  that  which 

is 
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IS  eftabliftied  by  arms»     Although  the  kiHgs  of 
Thebes  were,   without   comparifon,   the    moft 
powerful   of  all  the  kings  of  Egypt,  never  did 
they  encroach   on  the   neighbouring  Dynafties,, 
which  they  feized  upon  only  when  thofe  Dynaf- 
ties  were  invaded  by  the  Arabians  5  fo  that,  to 
fay  the  truth,  they  rather  took  them  from  ftran- 
gers  than  wantea  to  rule  over  the  natives  of  the 
country.     But  when  they  took  upon  them  to  be 
conquerors,'  they  furpaffed  all  others.     I  do  not 
fpeak  of  Ofiris  the  vanquiftier  of  the  Indies,  who 
was  probably  Bacchus,  or  fome  other  hero  as  fa- 
bulous.    Seibftris's   father   (whom  the  learnedDiod,lib,i» 
will  have  to  be  Amenophis,  otherwife  Memnon)^^  »• 
either  by  inftinA  or  humour,  or  as  the  Egyptians 
fay,  by  the  authority  of  an  oracle^  conceived  the 
dengn  of  making  his  fon  a  conqueror.     He  fet 
about  it  after  the  manner  of  the  Egyptians,  that 
is,  with  great  thoughts.     All  the  children  who    . 
were  born  the  fame  day  with  Sefoftris  were  brought 
to  court  by  the  king's  order :  he  caufed  them  to  be 
educated  as  his  children,  and  with  the  fame  care  as 
Sefoftris,.  about  whom  they  were  bred  up.     He 
could  not  provide  him  more  faithful  minifters,  nor 
more  zealous  companions  of  his  battles.     When 
he  was  conie  fome  length,  he  made  him  ferve  his 
firft  campaign  in  a  war  againft  the  Arabians.  The 
young  prince  there .  learned  to  bear  hunger  and 
thirft,  and  fubjefted  that,  *till  then,  unconquera- 
ble nation.     Inured  to  the  toils  of  war  by  this  - 
conqueft,  his  father  made  him  turn  his  arms  to- 
wards the  weft  of  Egypt:  he  attacked  Libya, r 
and  the  greateft  part  of  that  vaft  country  was  fub-  . 
dued.     At  this  time  his  father  died,  and  left  him  ' 
in  a  condition  for  any  enterprize.     He  conceived 
no  le(3  a  deiign  than  that  of  the  conqueft  of  the 

world/! 
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piod.  ibid,  world  :  but  before  he  marched  out  of  his  kii^-< 
dom,  he  provided  fot*  his  domeftic  fccurity,  hf 
gaining  the  hearts  of  all  his  people  by  liberality 
dnd  juftice,  and  moreover  by  regulating  the  go- 

Ibid.  vernment  with  moft  coilfummate  prudence.     In 

the  mean  time  he  was  making  his  preparations : 
he  levied  troops,  and  appointed  fof-  their  cap- 
tains the  youths  whom  his  father  had  caufed  td 
be  brought  up  with  him.  Seventeen  hundred 
Were  there  of  them,  fit  to  diffufe  through  the 
whole  army  courage,  difcipline,  ^nd  the  love  of 
their  prince.  This  done,  he  entered  Ethiopia, 
•.which  he  rendered  tributary.  He  carried  on 
his  viftorles  into  Afia.  JerUfalem  was  the  firft 
there  that  felt  the  force  of  his  arms.  Hot- 
headed Rehoboam  could  not  withftand  him,  and 
«  Sefoftris  Carried  off  the  riches  of  Solomon. 
God,  by   a  juft  judgment,  had  delivered  them 

|^«  Into  his  hands.     He  penetrated  into  the  Indies 

farther  than  either  Hercules  or  Bacchus,  and 
farther  than  did  afterwards  Alexander,  feeing  he 
lubdued  the  country  beyond  the  Ganges.  By 
thi^  you  may  judge  whether  the  more  neighbour- 
ing countries  withftood  him*  The  Scythians 
fubmitted  as  far  as  the  Tanais  :  Armenia  and 
CappadQi:ia  became  iubjeft  imto  him.  He  left 
a  colony  in  the  ancient  kingdom  of  Colchos^ 
where  the  manners  of  Egypt  have  ever  fince  re- 
mained. Herodote  found  in  the  Lefler  Afia, 
from  one  fea  to  the  other,  monuments  of  his 
viftories,  with  the  proud  infcriptions  of  Sefoftris, 
Jcing  of  kings,  and  lord  of  lords.  Some  there 
were  even  in  Thrace,  ahd  he  extended  his  em- 
pirt  from  the  Ganges  to  the  Danube*     The 

difficulty 
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difficulty  of  provifions  prevented  hiS  entering 
farther -into  Europe.  He  retiiVned,  after  nine 
years,  loaded  with  the  fpoils  of  all  the  vanquifh-- 
ed  nations.  Some  of  them  had  bravely  defend- 
ed their  liberty,  others  ha4  yielded  without  re- 
iiftance  :  Sefoftris  took  care  to  mark  on  his 
3tnonu;nents,  the  difference  of  thofe  nations. in 
Iiieroglyphical  figures,  after  the  maimer  of  the 
Egyptians.  In  order  to  defcribe  his  empire,  he 
^nyented  geographical  maps.  An  hundred  fa- 
mous temples,  ereded  by  way  of  thankfgiving 
to  the  tutelar  Gods  of  all  the  cities j  were  the 
firft,  a^  well  as.  nobleft  marks  of  his  viilories  ; 
and  he  took  care  to  make  known,  by  the  in-Herod.&Di<A 
fcrlptions,  that  thofe  great  works  had  been  finifh-ibkl. 
cd  without  any  trouble  to  his  fubjefts.  He 
placed  his  glory  in  iparing  them,  and. in  making 
none  but  captives  work  at  the  monuments  of 
his  vidories.  For  this  he  had  Solomon's  ex-*Chron.vitt: 
ample.  That  wife  prince  had  employed  only  5' 
the  tributary  nations  in  the  great  works  which 
rendered  his  reign  immortal.     His  native  fub- 

1*e<9:s  were  engaged  in  nobler  exerclfes ;  they 
earned  to  make  war,  and  to  conimand.  Se- 
foftris could  not  copy  after  a  more  perfedk  mo- 
del. He  reigned  thirty-three  years,  and  longDiod.  i.  fcA) 
enjoyed  his  triumphs ;  out  had  been  much  more** 
worthy  of  glory,  had  not  vanity  prompted  him 
to  have  his  chariot  drawn  by  conquered  kings, 
Jle  feems  to  have  fcorned  to  die  like  other  men. 
Having  loft  his  fight  in  his  old  age,  he  put  him- 
felf  to  death,  and  left  Egypt  rich  for  ever.  Yet 
his  empire  did  not  laft  beyond  the  fourth  gene- 
ration :  but  there  remained,  even  in  Tiberius'sTac.  Ann.  iu 
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time^    magnificent  monuments,-  which    ftiewcd 
the  extent  of  it,  and  the  quantity  of  the  tributes 
Nymphod.lib.p^id  him.     Egypt  foon  returned  to  her  pacific 
*"ft  H^'  *!?^^'  difpofition  :  it  has  even  been  faid,  that  Sefoftris, 
^     ^^^  *     after  his  conquefts,  was  the  firft  to  foften  the 
fnanners   of  the  Egyptians,  for  fear  of  revolts. 
If  there  be   any  truth  in  this,  the  precaution 
Could  only  be  for  his  fucceffors.     As  for   him- 
felf,  wife  and  abfolute  as  he  was,  one  does  not 
fee  what  he  could  fear   from  his  people,  who 
adored  him.     But  befides,  the  thought  was  un- 
worthy fo  great  a  prince  ;  and  it  was  badly  to 
provide  for  the  fecurity  of  his  conquefts,   to  fnf- 
fer  the  courage  of  his  fubjefts  to  be  weakened. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  that  that  great  empire 'ftood 
hot  long  :  fome  way  or  other  it  muft  have  fallen, 
ttfcrad.  &      Divifion  took  place  in  Egypt.     In  the  time  of 
Diod.  ibid.     Anyfis  the  blind,  Sabacon  the  Ethiopian  invaded 
the  kingdom  :  he  ufed  the  people  as  well,  BXid 
did  as  great  things  there,  as  any  one  of  the  na- 
tural kings.     Never  was  there  feen  a  moderati- 
on like  his  ;  for  after  a  fifty  years  happy  reign, 
he  returned  into  Ethiopia,  in  obedience  to  (bme 
warnings  he  believed  divine.     The   kingdom  a- 
bandoned  fell  into  the  hands  of  Setho,  prieft  of 
Vulcan,  a  religious  prince  in  his  way,  but*  no 
warriour,    and    who    completely  enervated    the 
foldiers,  by  maltreating  the  martial  men.     From 
that  time  Egypt  fupported  herfelf  only  by  foreign 
force.     A  fort  of  anarchy  prevails.     We  find 
twelve  kings  chofen  by  the  people,  who  fhared 
among  them  the   government  of  the  kingdom. 
It  was  they  who  built  thofe  twelve  palaces  which 
compofed  the  Labyrinth*     Though  Egypt  could 

not 
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tjot  forget  her  magnificence,  ftie  was  weak  and 
divided  under  thefe  twelve  princes.  One  of 
them,  named  Pfammeticus,  made  himfelf  foie 
matter  by  the  help  of  foreigners,  Egypt  re- 
vived, and  continued  pretty  powerful  for  five  or 
fix  reigns.  At  laft  that  ancient  kingdom,  after 
having  flood  about  fixteen  hundred  years,  weak- 
ened by  the  kings  of  Babylon,  and  by  Cyrus, 
fell  a  prey  to  Cambyfes,  the  maddefb  of  all 
princes. 

Such  as  have  well  underftood  the  humaut  ofstrab.  Ubi 
Egypt,  have  acknowledged  that  fhe  was  not^^"* 
warlike  :  you  have  feen  the  reafons.  She  had 
lived  in  peace  about  thirteen  hundred  years^ 
when  ihe  produced  her  firft  warriour,  who  was 
Sefoftris  :  fo  likewife,  notwithftanding  her  Mili- 
tia fo  carefully  kept  up,  we  fee,  towards  the 
cnd^  her  whole  ftrength  lying  in  foreign  troops, 
which  is  one  of  the  greateft  defefts  a  ftate  can 
have.  But  human  things  are  never  perfeft,  and 
*tis  no  eafy  matter  to  enjoy  at  once,  in  perfeAi- 
on,  the  arts  of  peace  with  the  advantages  of 
war*  'Tis  pretty  fair  to  have  fubfifted  fixteen 
centuries.  Some  Ethiopians  reigned  at  Thebes 
in  that  interval ;  among  others  Sabacon,  and, 
as  is  thought,  Tirhakah.  But  Egypt  reaped 
this  benefit  from  the  excellent  conftitution  of 
her  ftate,  that  the  foreigners,  who  conquered 
,  her,  embraced  her  manners  rather  than  intro-  . 
duce  their  own  :.  thus  changing  matters,  fhe 
changed  not  her  government.  She  could  not 
cafily  bear  the  Perfians,  whofe  yoke  fhe  often 
attempted  to  fhake  off.  But  fhe  was  not  war-* 
riour  enough   to  fupport  herfclf,  by  her  own 

F  f  2  force. 
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force,  againft  (o  great  a  power  ;  and  the  Greci^' 
ans,  who  defended  her,  being  taken  up  elfe- 
where,  were  forced  to  abandon  her,  {6  that  flie 
always  fell  back  into  the  fubjedion  of  her  firft 
inafters  ;  but  ever  obftinately  wedded  to  her  an- 
cient cuftoms,  ahd  Incapable  of  denying  the 
maxims  of  her  firft  kings.  Although  ffie  re- 
tained a  great  many  of  them  under  the  Ptble- 
inies,  the  mixture  of  the  Grecian  and  Afiatic 
manners  was  become  fo  great,  that  ancient  E' 
gypt  coiild  fcarce  any  more  be  known. 

We  miift  not  forget,  that  the  times  of  the  an- 
cient kings   of  Egypt  are  very  uncertain,  eveh 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  Egyptians.     We  find  it 
hard  to  place  Ofimandyas,  of  whom  we  fee  fuch 
Dtod.  I.  ft£t  magnificent   monuments   in  Diodortis;    and  fo 
*•  glorious  marlcs  of  his  battles.     The  Egyptians 

feem  not  to  have  known  Sefbftris's  father,  whom 
Herodote  arid  Diodorus  have  not  named.  Hfe 
power  is  alfo  more  declared  by  the  monumentis 
he  left  in  all  the  earth,  than  by  the  memoirs  of 
Tiis  country  •,  and  thefe  reafons  let  us  fee  that  we 
are  not  to  believe,  as  fome  do,  that  wh^t  Egypt 
publifhed  of  her  antiquities  was  always  as  exaft 
as  Ihe  boafted,  fince  herfelf  is  fo  uncertain  about 
the  moft  eminent  times  of  her  monarchy. 
IV.  The  great  empire  of  the  Egyptians  is,  in  a 

The  old  and  manner,  diftinft  from  all  others,  and  has,  as  you 
ATX^,::Sfee,  no  long  feries.     What  remains  fdr  us  to 
Cyrus.         "fay  is  better  fupported,  and  has  more  precife 
dates. 

We  neverthelefs  have  ftill  very  few  things  cer- 
tain concerning  the  firft  empjre  of  the  Aflyrians; 
but,  in  ftiort,  place  ^ve  its  beginnings  in  whatever 

time 
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*Ime  we  wiU^  according  to  the  dij{Ferent  opinions  J^io4.  ii.  J^^% 
of  hiftprians,  you  will  Tee,  that,  when  the  world** 
was  divided  into  feveral  petty  ftates,  whofe  prin-- 
ces  thought  rather  qf  preferying  than  augment- 
ing th^ir  dominions,  Ninus,  more  enterprizing 
and  powerful  than  his  neighbours,  overthrew 
them  one  after  another,  and  pulhed  his  concjueftp 
yery  far  in  the  JEaft.  His  wife  ^emirajnis,  who 
joined  to  ambition,  which  is  cpmnion  enough  to 
ji^r  fex,  a  courage  and  .cQndu<51:  not  ufuaUy  found, 
in  it,  fupported'  the  vaft  defigns  of  lier  hufbahd, 
,and  compleated  the  fprpilns  .of  that  monar^ 
chy. 

Jit  .was  doubtlefs  great,  ,4s  is  plain  from  the  Strab,  xvi. 
greatncfs  of  Nineveh,  which  i?  counted  above ^^j°^:^-^*^'** 

^that  of  Babylpn.     But  as  1  the  nioft  judicious  jnft,' op,    ^^ 
hiftorians  do  not  make  that  monarchy  {o  ancient 
,iis  others  reprefent  it  to  us,  neither  do  they  make 
it  fo  great,     Tiie  petty  kingdoms,  whereof  it  Gen,  xiy,  1| 
^nxuft  have  been  compofed,  flood  too  long  for  itsV^   -  ^^ 
being  as  ancient  and  extenfive  as  the  fabling  Cte-piat.  deleg!, 
.ilas,  and  thofe,  who  took  it  upon  his  word,  de'-^"- 
.icribe  it  to  us,    'Tis  true,  that  Plato,. who  was  p. 
^curious  obferver  of  antiquity,  .m,akea  the  king- 
dom of  Troy,  in  priam's  time,  a. dependency  of 
^the  Aflyirian-  empire,    But  we  fee  nothing  of  thfs 
jiyi  Hpjjier,^  who,  in  the  defign  he  had  to  fet  forth 
,the  glory  of  Greece,  would  not  have,  forgot  that 
^Q5r9jif mftance ;  and  we  may  believe,  that  the  Afly- 
^rianjs  were  little  known 'Weftivatd,  fince  a  poet  fo 
^intelligent,  and  fo  curious:  to,  adorn  his  poem  with 
.whatever  belonged  to  his  fubjedt,  hath  never  oncQ 
jp^adQ  thern  appear  there. 

f  f  2  However^ 
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Ho^C'evcr,  according  to  the  computation  which 
Tuft.  i.  Diod.we  have  judged  the  mod  reafonable,  the  time  of 
w-  the  fiege  of  Troy  was  the  moft  glorious  time  of 

the  Affyrians,  feeing  it  was  that  of  the  conquefts 
of  Semiramis :  but  the  matter  is,  they  extended 
only  towards  the  Eaft.  Thofe  who  flatter  her 
the  moft,  make  her  turn  her  arms  that  way. 
She  had  had  too  great  a  fhare  in  the  counfcls  and 
vidories  of  Ninus,  not  to  follow  out  his  defigns, 
otherwife  fo  agreeable  to  the  fituation  of  her  em- 
pire ;  and  I  believe  it  cannot  be  doubted  but  Ni- 
nus confined  himfelf  to  the  Eaft,  fince  Juftin 
himfelfy  who  favours  him  as  much  a's  he  can, 
makes  him  terminate,  at  the  borders  of  Libya, 
his  enterprizes  Weftward. 

I  do  not  know  therefore  at  what  time  Nine- 
veh ftiould  have  pufhed  its  conquefts  as  far  as 
Troy,  fince  we  fee  fo  little  probability  that  Ninus 
or  Semiramis  attempted  any  fuch  thing  -,  and  that 
all  their  fucceflbrs,  to  begin  from  their  fon  Ni- 
nyas,  lived  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  Ibftnefs  and  inaftion, 
that  fcarce  are  their  very  nanies  come  down  to 
us,  and  we  ftiould  rather  wonder  that  their  em- 
pire could  have  fubfifted  at  all,  than  imagine  it 
could  have  extended  its  compafs. 

It  was  doubtlefs  greatly  diminiftied  by  the 
conquefts  of  Sefoftris :  but  as  they  were  of  fliort 
'  continuance,  and  weakly  fupported  by  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs, *tis  to  be  thought,  that  the  countries 
which  that  victorious  king  took  from  the  Afly- 
rians,  having  long  been  accuftomed  to  their  do- 
minion, returned  naturally  to  it;  fo  that  that 
empire  maintained  itfelf  in  great  power  and 
•  peace,  until  Arbaces  having  difcovered  the  efFe* 

minacy 
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niinacy  of  its  kings,  fo  long  hid  iiii  the  fccret  re- 
cefles  of  the  palace,  Sardanapalus,  noted  for  hi^ 
infamous  behaviour,  became  not  only  contemp- 
tible, but  infupportable  to  his  fubjecfts. 

You  have  leen  the  kingdoms  which  fprung 
from  the  wreck  of  that  firft  empire  of  the  Afly- 
rians  •,  among  others,  that  of  Nineveh,  and  that 
of  Babylon.  The  kings  of  Nineveh  retained  the 
name  of  kings  of  Aflyria,  and  were  the  moft 

'powerful.  Their  pride  foon  fwelled  beyond  all 
bounds,  upoa  the  conquefts  they  made,  amongft 
Which  is  reckoned  that  of  the  kingdom  of  the 
Ifraelites,  or  of  Samaria,  Nothing  lefs  han  the 
hand  of  God,  and  a  vifible  miracle,  could  have 
hindered  their  overwhelming  Judea  under  Hezcr 
kiah,  nor  was.  it  known  ^what  bounds  might  be 
fet  to  their  power,  when  they  were  feen  to  ufurp 
a  little  after  in  their  neighbourhood,  the  kingr 
dom  of  Babylon,  where  the  royal  faijiily  was 
extinft.  ' 

Babylon  feemed  born  to  command  the  whole 
earth.     Her  people  were  full  of  wit  and  cou-  v 

rage.    Philofophy  had  ever  reigned  ampng  them,Xen,  Cyr,  iUi 
together  with  the  liberal  arts,  and  the  Eaft  had*^* 
few.  better   foldiers   than  the  Chaldeans.     Anti-Herod.  U 

.  quity  admires  the  rich  crops  of  h  country,  which 
the  negligence  of  its  inhabitants  leaves  now  un,- 
cultivated ;  and  its  plenty  madq  it  lopkeU  upon, 
under  the  ancient  kinga  of  ?erfia,  ^.s.  the  third 
part  of  fo  great  an  empire.     Thus\  the  kings  of 

/  Aflyria,  flufhed  with  the  acceflion  which  fo  opu- 

.  lent  a  city  made  to  their  monarchy,  conceived 
new  deiigns.  Nebuchadnezzar  I.  thought  his 
empire  ynworthy  of  him^^  if  he  added  not  the 

whplq 
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whole  world  to  it.  Nebuchadnezzar  H,  prouder 
than  all  the  kings  his  predeceffors,  aft^  unheard,-, 
of  fiiccefles,  and  furprizing  conquefts,  Would 
rather  be  worfhipped  as  a  Cjod,  than  command 
as  a  king.  What  works  did  he  tindertikc  in 
Babylon  !  What  walls,  what  towers,  what  ^tes, 
what  a  compafs  did  there  appear  \  It  feenied  vk 
if  the  old  tower  of  Babel  was  about  to  rile  agafii 
in  the  prodigious  height  of  the  temple  of  Bd^ 
"and  that  Nebuchadnezzar  had  a  mind  once  more 
to  threaten  heaven.  His  pride,  though  humbled 
by  the  hand  of  God,  did  neverthelefs  revive  ifi 
liis  fucceflbrs.  They  cpuld  lufFer  n6  (doiftxiriioh 
about  them  5  and  wanting  to  brin^'eVery  tKmk 
under  the  yoke,  became  infupportable  to  't3^ 
neighbouring  nations..  Thus  jealoufy  unit^ 
againft  them,  together  with  the  kings  of  Medti 
and  Perfia,  great  part  of  the  people  of  the  Eaft. 
Xwi.Cyrop.  Pride  turns  eafily  into  cruelty.  As  the  kings  of 
til,  iv.  Babylon  treated  their  fubjefts  barbaroufly,  whote 

nations,  as  well  as  chief  lords  of  their  empire, 
joined  Cyrus  and  the  Medes.  Babylon,  too 
much  ufed  to  command  and  to  conquer,  to  fear 
{o  many  enemies  confederate  agaihft  her,  while 
*  {he  thinks  herfelf  invincible,  becbnies  captive  ta 
the  Medes,  whom  ihe  meant  to  iubdue,  and  fiDs 
at  laft  by  her  pride. 

,  The  fate  of  that  city  was  ftrange,  'for  flic  fcU 
by  her  own  inventions.  The  Euphrates  prb^. 
duced  pretty  near  the  fame  efFeft  in  its  fpaaous 
^plains,  as  the  Nile  in  tbofe  of  Egypt :  but  to 
render  it  convenient,  there  required  yet  mbre  art 
and  labour  than  Egypt  befl:owcd  *  on  the  Nile, 
Kei'od. ».      The  Euphrates  was  ftreight  in  its  couife,  anH 

nevqf 
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never  overflowed.  The  people  li^ere  ^erefoiio 
■  obliged  to  make  through  the  whole  country^  oh 
\  infinite  number  of  cato&Ts  for  it,  that  fo  it  might 
water  the  lands,  which  became  incJomparably 
fertile  by  this  means.  To  break  tfee  violence  6{ 
its  too  impetuous*  waters,  'twas  neceffary  tp  n&ikt 
It  run  through  a  thoufand  windings,  and  to  dig 
'for  it  great  lakes,  which  a  wife  queen  faced  with 
incredible  magnificence.  Nitocris,  rtiother  of 
■Labynithes,  otherwife  named  Nabonide^,  or  Bel- 
ihazzar,  the  laft  king  of  Babylon,  executed  tihefe 
'great  works.  But  that  queen  undertbdk  one  fai* 
•more  wonderful;  which  was,  to  build  a  ft^o*ie 
l^ridge  over  the  Euphrates,  that  the  two  fides  of 
the  city,  which  the  yaft  breadth  of  the  river  did 
^too  much  feparate,  might  have  a  comtnunic^tioa 
*with  each  other.  It  was  neceflary  therefore  tb 
dry  up  fo  rapid  and  deep  a  river,  by  turning 
afide  its  waters  into  an  imrtienfe  lake, -^^ch  the 
queen  had  caufed  to  be  dug.  At  the  fame  time 
the  bridge  was  built,  the  folid  materials  whe'^edf 
were  prepared,  arid  the  two  banks  of  the  river 
were  faced  with  brick  to  a  ftupendous  height^ 
leaving  defcents  faced  with  the  fame,  and  of  as 
fine  workmanfhip  as.  the  walls  of  the  city.  Thfe 
diligence  with  which  the  worlc  was  carried  on  v 
"equalled  the  greatnefs  of  it,  B  (it  fo  forefeeing  a  Hero  J. 
qUeen  littie  thought  fhe  was  teaching  her  ene-*^^*^ 
'plies  to  take  the  city.  It  was  into  that  very  lak^ 
which  fhe  had  dug,  that  Cyrus  turned  the  Eu- 
phrates, when,  defpairing  of  reducing  Babylon, 
cither  by  force  or  famine,  he  opened  to  himfelf, 
•  ^tt 'both  fides  of  the  city,  the  paflkge  which  wc 

.   '  'have  •     > 
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have  fcen  fo  much  taken  notice  of  by  the    pro» 
phets, 

Ifcj^.  Could  Babylon  have  believed  herfelf  pcrifha- 

ble,  like  all  other  human  things,  and  had  not  an 
infatuated  confidence  blinded  her,  not  only  might 
fhe  have  forefcen  what  Cyrus  did,  feeing  the  me- 
mory of  juft  fuch  another  work  was  recent,  but 
alfo,  by  guarding  all  the  defcents,  fhe  might  have 
overwhelmed  the  Perfians  in  the  river's  channelj 
through  which  they  pafled.  But  nothing  was 
minded,  fave  pleafures  and  feafting ;  there  was  no 
order,  no  regular  command.  Thus  fall  not  only 
the  ftrongeft  places,  but  alfo  the  greateft  empires, 
A  panic  feized  the  whole*,  the  impious  king  was 

Xcnoph.  vii.  flain ;  and  Xenophon,  who  gives  this  title  to  the 
laft  king  of  Babylon,  feems  by  that  epithet  to 
allude  to  Belfhazzar's  facrilege,  which  Daniel 
ihews  us  puniflied  by  fo  furprizing  a  fall. 

The  Medes,  who  had  deftroyed  the  firft  em- 
pire of  the  Aflyrians,  were  alfo  the  deftroyers  of 
the  fecond ;  as  if  that  nation  had  been  always  to 

Xcnoph.  CjT.  prove   fatal  to   the   Aflyrian  power,  x    But   thi^ 

••  laft  time  the  valour  and  great   name   of  Cyrus 

made  the  Perfians  his  fubjeds  tp  get  the  glory 
©f  the  conqueft. 

Indeed,  it  was  entirely  owing  to  that  hero, 
who  having  been  bred  up  under  a  fevere  and  re- 
gular difcipline,  according  tp  the  cuftom  of  the 
Perfians,  a  people  then  as  moderate,  as  fince  they 
.have  been  voluptuops,  was  inured  from  his  in- 
fancy to  a  fober  and  military  life.  The  Medes, 
formerly  fo  laborious  and  martial,  but  at  length 
foftened  by  their  plenty,  as   is  always  the  cafe, 

Polyb.  V.  44.  ftopd  much  in  need  of  fuch  a  general/    Cyrus 
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availed  himfelf  of  their  riches,  and  of  their  name^«*«  ^-  *▼• 
ever  refpefted  in  thp  Eaft-,  but  placed  his  hopes  ' 
of  fuccefs  in  the  troops  he  had  brought  from 
Perfia.  In  the  firft  battle,  the  king  of  Babylon 
was  flain,  and  the  Aflyrians  routed.  The  viftor 
offered  the  new  king  fingle  combat,  and  while  he 
fhewed  his  courage,  he  gained  the  reputation  of 
a  merciful  prince,  who  defires  to  fpare  the  blood 
of  his  fubjefts.  To  valour  he  joined  policy. 
For  fear  of  ruining  fo  fine  a  country,  which  he 
already  looked  upon  as  his  conqueft,  he  caufed  it 
to  be  agreed,  that  the  hufbandmen  fhould  be 
{pared  on  both  fides.  He  found  means  to  awa- 
ken the  jealoufy  of  the  neighbouring  nations  a- 
gainft  the  haughty  power  of  Babylon,  who  was 
aiming  at  univerfal  fway ;  and  at  length  the 
glory, which  he  had  acquired  as  much  by  his  gene- 
rofity  and  juftice,  as  by  the  fuccefs  of  his  arms, 
having  united  them  all  under  his  ftandards,  with 
fo  great  afllftance  he  fubjefted  that.vaft  traft  of 
land,  whereof  he  compofed  his  empire. 

And  thus  arofe  that  monarchy.  Cyrus  ren- 
dered it  fo  powerful,  that  it  cotdd  not  well  fail  < 
of  growing  under  his  fucceflbrs.  But  in  order 
to  underftand  what  ruined  it,  we  .need  but  to 
compare  the  Perfians  and  the  fucceflbrs  of  Cy- 
rus with  the  Grecians  and  their  generals,  efpe- 
cially  with  Alexander. 

Gambyfes,  fon  of  Cyrus,  was  the  corrupter        V. 
of  the  Perfian  manners.     His.  father,  fo  wellcl^^JnTf  f^d 
trained  up  in  the  toils  of  war,  took  not  fufficient  Alexander, 
care  to  give  the  fucceflbr  to  fo  great  an  empire  ?}^^-  ^^^le^, 
an  education  like  to  his  own  •,  and  by  the  ufuai  *  * 
htc  of  human  things,  too  much  greatnefs  proved 
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ji  foe  to  virtue,  Darfus,  fen  of  Hyftafpes,  wka 
from  a  private  life  .was  mfcd  to  the  throng 
jfarought  better  diipofitioia^  to  (he  fovereign  power, 
and  made  fome  effort;s  to  retSlify  diforders  :  but 
xonupdon  was,  by  ih9t  time,-  too  uriiverfal; 
plenty  had  iatrodvced  too  gr^at  irreguWlties  m- 
tt>  maimer $,  and  Darius  ha4  upt  himfelf  preierved 
Ibrtitude  enojugh  to  be  capable  entirely  to  re^ 
£afm  others.  Every  thing  degenerated  undo- 
jiis  £icceilbrs,  and  the  luxury  of  the  jPer^ans 
Jrent  heyoad  all  meaTure. 

But  although  that  people,  4>ecomie  powerful 
lad  loft  .much  of  their  former  virtue,  by  giving 
tfaemfelves  up  to  pieafure,  they  had  ftill  pre-^ 
jferved  fqmething  that  was    great   and    fioble, 
iHat  Alcib.  What  can.  we  find  more  noble  l^n  the  abhor- 
^rod.  lib.i  •^'C'^cc^hey  Jiadto  a  lye,  which  was  ever  account 
*  '  ,ed,  among  them,  a  fhamefitd  and  fordid  vice  ? 
What  they  held  moft  fiii&mous,  next  to  a  lye, 
iwas:to  live.' by  borrowing.     Such  a  life  appeared 
to  them  idle,  fhameful,  feryile,  and  fo  much  die 
-more  contemptible,  that  it  led  to  lying.  Through 
|ieipd.iu/      a  generofity  natural  to  their  .nation,  they  treated 
jvanquiftied  Jcings  honourably.     If  the  children 
(df  tbofe  princes  could  any  wife  agree  with  the 
-yiiftors,  they  allowed  jthcm  to  rule  in  their  own 
-countries  •  with,  almoft  jail  the .  m^ks  pff  d^ieir  for- 
mer dignity.     X^e  Perfians  yr^re  honeft,  courteV 
ous,  lih^ral  to  ftrangers,  ^and  l^nQW  how  to  make 
ufe  of  them.     Perfons.  of  mei?it.were  ^aken  no- 
tice of  among  them.     'Tis  true,  they  did  not 
arrive  at  a  perfeft  kno^kdge  of  that  wiidom 
.which   teacheth  to  govern  ^ivell.     Their  great 
i^pireiMis.  always  f \i^4  ^f^  fo^R^  jQpijfufion, 

They 
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They  could  nevdr  fiAd  out  that  i^tcelleitf  'ait>  fo 
well  pradtifed  afterwards  by  the   Ronm^,  of 
uniting  all  the  parts  ^f  a  grea;t  ftate,  and  of 
making  of  them  <mt  tcrfedl:  whole :  and  fo  wer^ 
they  almoft  never  without  confiderable  revolts* 
They  were  not  however  without  policy.     The 
rules  of  juftice  were  known  among  them,  and 
they  had  fome  great  kings,  who  eaufed  them  ta 
*be  obferved  with  an  admirable  exaiStnefs,  Crimes  Heipd«  U 
were  feverely  punilhed,  but  with  this  moderati- 
on, that  as  firft  faults  were  freiely  pardondd,  re- 
lapfes  were  correAed  by  rigourous  chaftifeftients. 
They  had  many  good  laws,  moft  of  which  theypkt.  de  I^, 
owed  to  Cyrus,  and  Darius,  fon  of  HyftafpeSi^^  .      -  ,r 
They  had  ihaxims  of  gowmment,  regular  coun-     •  *•  ^> 
cils  to  maintain  them,  arad  a  great  fiibondi|iatiott 
in  all  employments.     When   they  laid  that  the Xenoi>^.  Of* 
grandees  who   compofed  the  council  'were   the^P-  ^"*' 
tyes  and  ears  of  the  prince,  they  admeniftied  at 
once  the  prince,  that  he  had  his  minifters,  as 
^e  have  the  organs  of  our  fenfe$,  not  to  lie  &^ 
pinely  idle,  but  in  order  to  aft  by  their  moans  1^ 
and  the  minifters,  that  they  were  not  to  ad:  for  Eft.  i.  tn 
theitifelves,  but  for  the  prince,  who  was  their 
"head,  and  for  the  body  of  the  ftate.     The  Omi-  .% 

nifters  were  to  be  learned  in  die  ancient  maxims 
bf  the  monarchy.      The  regifter,    where?  pSftibid*Yi,i:4 
trahfaftions  were  kept,  ferved  for  a  rule  to  polise- 
rity,     ThtJre  were  recorded  the  fervices  that 
every  one  had  pefrformed,  lefl:,  to  the  fliame  of 
the  prince,  and  the  great  misfortune  of  -the  ftate, 
they  jfhould  have  rcttiained  unrewarded.     It  was  Herod,  u 
an  excellent  "way  of -attaching  individuals  to  the  . 
public  weal,  to  teach  them,  th^t  they:  were  neiKirr 

to 
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to  fecrifice  for  themfelvcs  only,  but  for  the  king, 
and  the  whole  ftate,  whereof  each  was  a  mem- 

Xkaofik.        ber  with  the  reft*     One  of  the  prince's  firft  cares 

^^***  was  to  make   agriculture  flourifti  ;  and  the  Sa- 

traps, whofe  province  was  beft  improved,  had 
the  greateft  Ihare  in  his  favour.  As  there  were 
offices  appointed  for  the  direAion  of  arms,  fo 
were  there  alfo  for  infpefting  into  rural  labours  : 
*  thefe  were  two  offices  of  a  fimilar  nature,  one 

whereof  had  the  care  of  guarding  the  country, 
and  the  other  that  of  improving  it.  The  jM-ince 
protected  them  with  an  almoft  equal  afFeftion, 
and  made  them  jointly  concur  to   the    public 

Herod,  u  good.  Next  to  thofe  who  had  gained  fome  ad- 
vantage in  war,  the  moft  honoured  were  they 
who  had  brought  up  many  children.  The  ref- 
peft  inftilled  into  the  Perfians  from  their  child- 
hood, for  the  royal  authority,  went  even  to  ex- 
cefs;  for  they  mixed  adoration  with  it,  and 
feemed  rather  flaves  than  fubjefts  iubmitted  by 
rcaibn  to  a  lawful  power  :  but  fuch  was  the  turn 
of  the  Eafterns,  and  perhaps  the  lively  and  vio- 
lent difpofition  of  thofe  people  required  a  more 
fteady  and  abfohite  government. 

flat.  Alcib.  k  Tne  manner  in  which  the  king's  children  were 
bred  up  is  admired  by  Plato,  and  prqpofed  to 
the  Grecians,  as  the  model  of  a  perfedk  educati- 
on. At  feven  years  of  age,  they  were  taken  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  eunuchs,  in  order  to  be 
taught  riding,  and  trained  to  the  chace.  At  the 
age  of  fourteen,  when  the  mind  begins  to  form, 
there  are  given  them,  for  their  inftrudtors,  four 
of  the  moft  virtuous  and  wifeft  men  in  the  king- 
dom.    The  firft,  fays  Plato,  inftrufted  them  in 

magic, 
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magic,  that  IS,  in  their  langiiage,  the  worfhip  of 
the  Gods,  according  to  the  ancient  maxims,  and 
according  to  the  hws  of  Zoroaftres,  fon  of  Oro- 
inafes.  The  fecond  accuftomed  them  to  fpeak 
the  truth,  and  to  do  juftice.  The  third  taught 
them  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  overcome  by 
fenfual  pleafures,  that  fo  they  might  always  be 
free,  and  truly  kings,  mafters  of  themfelves, 
and  of  their  defires.  The  fourth  fortified  their 
courage  againft  fear,  which  would  have  enflaved 
them,  and  deprived  them  of  that  confidence  fo 
neceflary  for  command.  The  young  lords  werexcnoph-  de 
brought  up  at  the  king's  gate  along  with  hisf'^P^;  ^1^ 
children.  Particular  care  was  taken,  that  they^"^*  ^^'  *' 
fhould  neither  fee  nor  hear  any  thing  unhand- 
fome.  The  king  took  an  account  of  their  con- 
duft,  which  was  followed  by  his  order  for  re- 
wards or  punifhments.  The  youth,  beholding 
them,  learned  betimes  the  fcience  of  obedience 
and  command.  With  fo  fine  an  inftitution,  what 
was  not  to  be  expeded  from  the  kings  of  Perfia, 
and  their  nobles,  had  as  grea!t  care  been  taken 
to  conduft  them  in  their  riper  years,  as  had  been 
to  inftrucft  them  in  their  ^infancy  !  But  the  cor- 
rupt manners  of  the  nation  foon  drew  them  into 
pleafures,  which  no  education  is  proof  againft. 
It  muft  however  be  confefled,  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  effeminacy  of  the  Perfians,  not- 
withftanding  the  care  they  took  of  their  beauty 
and  drefs,  they  did  not  want  bravery.  They 
always  valued  themfelves  upon  it,  and  have 
given  fignal  proofs  of  it.  The  military  art  hadXenoph, 
among  them  the  preference  it  deferved,  as  being  ^^^^"' 
that  under  the  fhelter  of  which  all  others  may 

be 
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h^  qaiedy  exerciTed.    But  wvtt  did  thi^  under* 
ftand  tKe  main  part,  nor  know  what  may  be  done 
in  an  army,  by  ftridlnds  of  difcipHnje,  a  proper 
difpofition  of  the  troops,  regular  marcl^es  and  en- 
campments, and,m  fhort,  a  certain  condua:,which 
makes   thofe  great   bodies   move   readily,    and 
without    confuiion.     They   thought  they    had 
done  every  thing,  when  they  had  gathered  to* 
^ether,  without  any  manner  of  choice,  an  im- 
moi^e  people,  who  marched  to  battle  refolutely 
enough,  but  without  order-,  and  who  were  en* 
xumberied  with  an  infinite  inultitude  of  ufelels 
peribns,  whpm  the  king  and  grandees   trailed 
s    after  them,  only  for  the  fake  of  pleafure;  for  fo 
great  was  their  effeminacy,  that  they  muft  find 
in  the  army  the  fame  magnificence,  and  the  feme 
delights,  as  in  the  places  where  the  court  made 
its  ufual  refidence;  fo  that  the  kings  marched, 
attwded  by  their  wives,  their  concubines,  their 
cunuch3,  ,Wid  every  thing  that  miniftred  to  their 
jdeaiiires.     The  gold  and  filver  plate,  and  valua- 
pie  furniture,  followed  in  prodigious  abundance^ 
wd^  in  fliprt,  the  whole  train  that  fuch  a  life  re- 
quites.    The  army  compofed  in  this  manner, 
Bx^d  already  embarra^d  by  the  exceflive  multi- 
tude of  its  fbldiers,  was  overburdened  with  the 
immoderate  number  of  thofe  who  did  not  fight 
at  all.     In  this  confufion,  it  was  impofiibleto 
cnove  in  concert :  orders  never  came  in  time ;  and 
in  gn  aftiqn .  every  thing  went  as  it  might,  nor 
^asat^y  body  able  to  help  it.     Add  to  this  alfo, 
that  tfe^y  were  obliged  to  finifti  quickly  their 
camp^gns,:)and  tq  pzik  rapidly  through  a  coun^ 
try:  fQr;iu$hjp.jift»eitf^bpdy,  craving  not  only 

what 
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Wliat  was  necfeflary  fof  life,  but  alfo  what  con* 
duced  to  pleafiire,  confumed  every  thing  in  ^ 
Very  little  tirhe,  and  *tis  hard  to  tohceiVe  whence 
It  could  find  fubfiftence* 

Yet  with  this  great  appatatUs  did  the  Perfiand 
aftoniih  the  nations  who  knew  war  no  better  thaii 
themfelves.  Even  thdfe  who  underftbod  it^ 
were  either  weakened  by  their  own  divifionS,  or 
overpowered  by  the  multitude  of  their  enemies ; 
and  thus  it  was  that  Egypt,  proud  ad  Ihe  was  or 
her  antiquity,  of  her  wife  inftitutions,  and  of  thd 
conquefts  of  her  Sefoftris,  became  fubjeft  t5  thcJ 
Perfians.  It  was  no  hard  matter  for  them  to 
fubdue  the  Lefler  Afia,  and  even  the  6reeiail  " 
colonies,  which  the  foftnefs  of  Afia  had  corrupt* 
cd.  But  when  they  came  to  Greece  herfelf,  they 
found  what  they  never  before  had  feen,  a  fegu-* 
lar  militia,  linderftanding  chiefs,  foldiers  accufto-^ 
itied  to  live  on  little^  bodies  inured  to  hardfliip^ 
which  wreftling,  and  the  other  exlercifcs  ufual  in 
that  country,  rendered  alert ;  and  af mie^  mode* 
fate  indeed,  but  like  to  thofe  vigottrous  bodies, 
that  feem  all  nerves,  and  are  all  full  of  fpirits  j 
moreover,  fo  well  commanded,  and  fo  compliaht 
to  the  orders  of  their  generals,  that  one  Would 
have  thought  the  foldiers  had  all  but  one  and  the 
fame  foul,  fo  great  concert  did  there  appear  in 
their  motions* 

But  what  Was  greateft  of  all  m  Greece^  was 
A  fteady  and  provident  policy,  which  knew 
where  to  abandon,  where  to  hazard,  and  where 
to  defend  5  and  more  than  that,  a  courage, 
which  the  love  of  liberty,  and  of  their  country, 
rendered  invincible. 

G  g  The 
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The  Grecians,  naturally  full  of  fpirit  and 
courage,  had  been  early  cultivated  by  kings  and 
colonies  from  Egypt,  who  having  fettled  m  the 
firft  time§  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  had 
every  where  diffufed  that  excellent  polity  of  the 
Egyptians.  Thence  it  was  they  had  learned 
"^bodily  exercifes,  fuch  as  wreftling,  running, 
horfe-courfes,  chariot  races,-  and  the  other  exer- 
cifes, which  they  brought  to  perfeAion  by  the 
glorious  crowns  of  the  Olympic  games.  But 
the  beft  thing  the  Egyptians  had  taught  them, 
was  to  be  docible,  and  fubmit  themfelves  to  be 
formed  by  the  laws  for  the  public  good.  ,It  was 
not  private  perfons,  who  mind  only  their  own 
affairs,  and  feel  the  calamities  of  the  ftate  only 
fo  far  as  they  fhare  in  them  themfelves,  or  as 
the  peace  of  their  family  is  difturbed  by  them. 
The  Greeks  were  taught  to  confider  themfelves, 
and  families,  as  a  part  of  a  greater  body,  which 
was  the  body  of  the  ftate.  Fathers  brought  up 
their  children  in  this  principle,  and  children 
learned  .  from  their  cradle,  to  look  upon  their 
country  as  a  common  mother,  to  whom  they 
belonged,  even  more  than  to  their  parents.  The 
word  civility  fignified,  among  the  Grecians,  not 
only  the  mutual  kindnefs  and  deference  which 
render  men  fociable  :  the  civil  man  was  no  other 
than  a  good  citizen,  who  confiders  himfelf  al- 
ways as  a  member  of  the  ftate,  who  fubmits 
himfelf  to  the  guidance  of  the  laws,  and  con- 
fpires  with  them  towards  the  public  good,  with- 
out making  the  leail  injurious  attempt  upon  any 
body.  The  ancient  kings  which  Greece  had 
had  in  different  countries,  as  Minos,  Cecrops, 

Thefeus^ 
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'  .  ■     .  ■        '  *  * 

*f  kefeus,  Cbdriis,  Temienes,  Ctefiphon,  Euryft- 
kenes,  Patrdclus,  and  Aich  like,  had  difFufed 
this  fpirit  through  the  whole  nation*  They 
were  all  poptilai^j  not  by  flattering  the  people^ 
but  by  promoting  their  welfare,  and  cauflng  laW 
to  feign  amongft  them. 

What  ihall  I  (ay  ot  the  {eventy  of  the  jtrdi^ 
fcatories  ?  Was  there  eVer  a  ftiore  Venerable  tri* 
bunal  than  that  of  the  Areopagus,  {o  revered 
in  all  Greece^  th^t  the  Gods  themfelves  were 
laid  to  have  appeared  before  it  ?  It  has  been 
famous  ff om  the  earlieft  ages  i  and  Cecrops  had 
brobably  founded  it  Upon  the  model  of  the  tri- 
bunals of  Egypt.  No  court  hath  preferred  fo 
long  the  reputation  of  its  aiicient  feverity^ 
and  deceitful  eloquence  was  ever  baniihed  from 
iti 

The  Grecians^  thus  polilhed  by  degrees, 
thought  they  were  capable  of  governing  them- 
felves, and  moft  of  the  cities  formed  themfelves 
into  republicSi  But  wife  lawgivers,  who  arof^ 
in  every  country,  a  Thales,  a  Pythagoras,  a 
Pittacus,  a  Lycufgus,  a  Solon,  a  Philolaus,  and 
{o  many  others  noted  in  hiftory,  hindered  liber* 
ty  from  degenerating  into  licentioufnefs.  Laws 
fimply  wrote,  and  fmall  in  number,  kept  the 
people  in  their  duty,  and  made  them  concur  to 
the  common  good  of  the  country. 

The  notion  of  liberty,  that  fuch  a  conduft  in- 
fpired,  was  admirable.  Eor  the  liberty,  which 
the  Greeks  figured  to  themfelves,  was  a  liberty . 
fubjeft  to  law,  that  is,  to  reafon  itfelf,  acknow- 
ledged by  all  the  people.  They  would  not  al^ 
low  men  to  have   power  among  them.     Th* 

G  g  2  magiftrates 
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magifbates  feared  during  the  time  of  their  of- 
fice, returned  to  the  condition  of  private  per- 
fons,  retaining  no  authority  but  what  their  cx- 

S)erience  gave  them.  The  law  was  regarded  as 
ble  miftrefs  :  fhe  it  was  that  appointed  the  ma- 
giftrates,  regulated  their  power,  and,  in  fine, 
punifhed  their  maladmimftration. 

It  is  not  here  the  bufinefs  to  enquire  whether 
thde  notions  be  as  folid  as  they  are  fpecious : 
however,  Greece  was  charmed  with  them,  and 
preferred  the  inconveniences  of  liberty  to  thofe 
of  a  lawful  fubjedion,  thoUgh  in  reality  much 
fmaller.  But  as  every  form  of  government  hath 
Its  advantages,  that  which  Greece  reaped  from 
hers,  was,  that  the  citizens  were  the  more  at- 
tached to  their  country,  that  they  managed  it  in 
common,  and  that  every  private,  perfon  could  at- 
tain to  the  higheft  honours;. 

What  phjlofophy  did  to  preferve  the  ftate  of 
Greece  is  incredible:  the  freer  thofe  people 
v^ere,  the  more  was  it  neceflary  to  eftablife,  up- 
ipn  good  principles,  the  rules  of  manners,  and 
of  fociety.  Pythagoras,  Thdes,  Anaxagoras, 
Socrates,  Archyt^s,  Plato,  .Xenophon,  Ariftotle, 
and  a  vaft  many  others,  ftored  Greece  with  thofe 
excellent  precepts.     There  were  fome  extrava- 

;ants  who  affumed  the  name  of  philofophers ; 

mt  thofe  who  were  followed  were  they  who 
taught -to  facrifice  private  intereft,  and  life  itfelf, 
to  the  general  intereft  and  fafety  of  the  ftate  ; 
and  it  was  the  moft  common  maxim  of  the  phi- 
lofophers, that  men  ought  either  to  retire  from 
public  affairs,  or  have  regard  only  to  the  public 
gpod. 

But 
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But  why  fhould  I  talk  of  philofophers  ?  The^ 
poets  themfelv^s,  who  were  in  the  hands  of  all 
.  the  people,  inftrufted  them  ftill  more  than  they 
entertained  them.  The  moft  renowned  of  con- 
querors regarded  Homer  as  a  mafter  who  taught; 
him  the  art  of  reigning.  That  great  poet  taught  no 
lefs  to  obey,  than  to  be  a  good  citizen.  He,  an<i 
fo  many  other  poets,  -  whofe  works  are  no  lefs 
folid  than  entertaining,  celebrate  none  but  fuch 
arts  as  are  ufeful  tg  human  life,  breathe  nothing 
but  the  public  weal,  the  native  country,  fociety, 
and  that  admirable  civility  wl^ich  we  have  exi 
plained. 

When  Greece  thus  educated  beheld  the  Afiatics 
with  their  delicacy,  drefs,  and  beauty  like  that  of  > 
women,  fhe  had  them  in  the  higheft  coi^ternpt,    . 
But  their  form  of  government  having  no  other  ^ 
rule  than  the  will  of  the  prince,  which  wag  above  . 
all  laws,  and  thofe  even  the  moft  facred,  infpired 
her  with  horror  i  and  nothing  was  more  oQioa;.5: 
to  all  Greece  than  the  Barbarians, 

This  hatred  was  hereditary  to  the  Greeks,  from  Voc.  Paaej^ 
the  earlieft  times,  and  become  in  a  manner  natu-  , 
ral    to  thfem.     One   of  the  things  that   made  . 
Homer's  poetry  liked,  was,  that  he  tuhg  the  vifto-  ^ 
ries  and  advantages  of  Greece  over   Afia.     On, 
the  fide  of  Afia  was  Venus,  that  is,  pleafure^j  ^ 
wanton  love  and  effeminacy.     On  the  fide  of  . 
Greece  were  Jiirio,  that  is,  gravity  with  conju-. 
gal  affedion ;  Mercury  with  eloquence  j  Jupiter 
and  wife  policy.     On  Afia's  fide  was  Mars  impe- 
tuous and  brutal,  or  war  carried  on  with  fury:  . 
on  th^  Qrecian  fide  was  Pallas,  or  the  art  mili^. 
tary,    an4    braver/    condudled     by  judgment, 

G  g  3  QreecQ 
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Greece  from  that  tunc  had  always  thought  un- 
derftanding  and  true  courage  her  native  portion. 
She  could  not  bear  that  Afia  fhould  pretend  to 
fubdue  her-,  for  by  ftibmitting  to  fiich  a  yoke, 
(he  would  have  thought  ihe  fubjedted  virtue  to 
Voluptuoufnefs,  the  mind  to  the  bpdy,  and  true 
courage  to  a  mad  fo^*ce,  which  ponjfifted  only  in 
multitude, 

Greece  was  full  of  thefe  fentiments^  when  flic 
was  attacked  by  Darius,  fon  of  Hyftafpes,  and  by 
Xerxes,  with  armies,  whofe  numbers  feem  fabu-^ 
lous,  they  were  fo  enormoufly  great:  ftraitway 
pvery  one  prepares  to  defend  his  liberty.  Thougn 
all  the  cities,  of  Greece  were  fo  many  republics^ 
the  common  intereft  united  them,  and  the  only 
difpute  among  them  was,  Yfho  ihould  do  moft 
for  the  put>]ic.  Tl^e  Athenians  made  no  (qruple 
to  abandon  their  city  to  pillage  and  the  flames ; 
and  alter  faying  their  old  men,  their  wives,  and 
their  children,  they  plant  on  (hip-board  eVery 
ibul  that  wa^  capable  of  bearing  arms.  To  ftop 
the  Perflan  army  for  {oi^t  days^  at  a  difficult  pafs. 
and  to  make  it  feel  what  Greece  was^  an  handful 
of  Lacedemonians  jjiew  with  their  king  to  meet 
certain  death ;  a^id  died  contented,  atter  facrifi- 
Cittg  to  their  country  an  infinite  number  of  thofe 
Barbadians,  and  (ettmg  their  cpuntrymen  an  ex- 
am|>}e  of  unparalleled  relblution.  Againft  fuch 
araiies  and  uich  a  conduft  Perfia  fpund  herfelf 
weak,  apd  experienced  feyeral  times  to  her  coft, 
^hat  difcipline  can  do  againft  confufed  numbers^ 
and  bravery,  guided  by  fkill,  againft  a  blind  impc- 
tuofity. 

P^rfia, 
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Perfia,  fo  often  conquered,  had  nothing  left 
foT^ity  but  to  fow  divifion   among  the  Grecians  •, 
and  the  very  condition  they  were  in  through  their 
viAories  rendered  the  attempt  eafy.      As  fear  Plat,  de  leg^ 
had  kept  them  united,  vidory   and  confidence***' 
broke  the  union,     Accuftomed  as  they  were  to 
fight  and  to  conquer,  wheii  they  had  no  more  to 
feat  from  the  power  of  the  Periians,  they  turned 
their  arms  againft  one  another.     But  we  muft  ex- 
plain a  little  further  the  ftate  of  the  -Greeks,  and  - 
this  fecret  of  the  Perfian  policy. 

Among  all  the  republics  whereof  Greece  was 
compofed,  Athens  and  Lacedemon  were  in- 
comparably the*  chief.  There  could  not  be  more 
wit  than  fhone  at  Athens,  nor  ftrength  than 
reigned  at  Lacedemon,  Athens  was  fet  upon 
pleafure,  the  life  of  Lacedemon  was  hard  and  la-» 
borious.  Both  loved  glory  and  liberty:  but  at 
Athens  liberty  run  naturally  into  licentioufnefs  | 
and  being  confined  by  ftrid  Uws  at  Lacedemon, 
the  more  it  was  reftrained  at  home,  the  mgre  did 
it  feek  to  extend  its  fway  abroad,  Athena  want-. 
ed  alfo  to  rule,  but  from  another  principle;  a 
mixture  of  intereft  with  glory,  tjer  citizen^ 
excelled  in  the  art  of  navigation,  and  the  fea, 
whereon  Ihe  reign^,  had  enriched  her.  In  Qrder 
to  keep  (ble  miftrefs  of  commerce,  there  was 
nothing  that  ihe  would  not  bear  down ;  and  her 
riches,  which  infpired  he^r  with  this  defire,  fur^ 
nifhed  her  with  the  means  of  gratifying  it.  On 
the  contrary,  at  Lacedemon  money  was  defpifed^ 
As  aH  her  Uws  tended  to  make  her  a  martial 
ftate,  the  glory  of  arms  was  the  only  charm  that 
Caj>tivate4  the  minci^  of  her  citi?:ens,     Hence  fho 

patur^ly 
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naturally  defired  to  command;  and  the  more  fhe 
was  above  intereft,  the  more  fhe  gave  way  to 
ambition, 

Lacedempn,  by  her  regular  life,  was  fteady 
in  her  maxims  and  defigns.  Athens  was  mor^ 
fprightly,  and  the  people  there  were  too  much 
mafters,  Philofophy  and  the  laws  wrought  in- 
deed fine  eiFefts  upon  fo  excellent  difpofitions, 
but  reafon  alone  was  not  fufficient  to  reftrain 
Plat,  deleg.  them.  A  wife  Athenian,  who  admirably  well 
^t  underftood  the  nature  of  his  ^countrymen,     in^ 

forms  us,  that  fear  was  neceflary  for  thofe  too 
lively  ana  free  fpirits  ;  and  that  there  was  no 
fuch  thing  as  governing  them,  when  the  vidlory. 
at  Salami$  ha4  f?cured  them  ag^infl:  the  Pern 
^ans. 

Then  ;fewo  things  were  their  undoing  j  the 
glory  of  their  great  aftions,  and  the  fecurity  in 
which  they  thought  themfelves,  The  magir 
ftrates  were  no  longer  regarded  ;  and  as  Perfia 
was  diftrefled  by  an  excefliv«  fubjeftion,  Athensj^ 
fays  Plato,  felt  the  evils  of  an  exceffive  liber-i 

Thefe  twp  great  republics,  fo  oppofite  in 
manners  and  conduft,  embarraffed  each  other  in 
the  defign  they  both  had  of  fubjeding  all 
Greece  ;  fo  that  they  were  always  enemies,  ftill 
more  by  the  contrariety  pf  their  interefts,  than 
by  the  incompatibility  of  their  humours. 

The  Grecian  cities  chofe  the  dominion    of 

neither  :    for  befides  that  every  one  wiftied  to 

preferve  its  liberty,  they  found  the  empire   of 

Arift,  Pol,    'both   commonwealths   very  uneafy.      That  of 

^^*'  ♦^  j^acedemon  wa§  harfh  ;    there  was  fojpewhat  fa^ . 
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vage  obfervable  in  her  people.  Too  rigid  a 
government,  and  a  life  too  laborious,  rendered 
the  fpirits  too  proud,  auftere,  and  imperious  : 
add  to  this,  that  they  muft  refolve  never  to  be 
at  peace  under  the  dominion  of  a  city,  which  W.  vii.  1^ 
being  formed  for  war,  could  no  way  pfeferve  it- 
felf  but  by  continuing  it  without  intermiffion. 
Thus  the  Lacedemonians  would  by  all  meansXcnopH.  d« 
command,  and  every  body  dreaded  left  theyJ^^P^^**^^^^ 
fhould.  The  Athenians  were  naturally  more 
mild  and  agreeable.  There  was  no  fcene  more 
delightful  than  their  city,  where  feafts-^nd  games 
were  perpetual,  where  wit,  liberty,  and  the  paf- 
fions,  daily  afforded  new  Ipeftacles.  But  their 
unequal  condu<5t  difpleafed  their  allies,  and  was 
ftill  more  Jnfupportable  to  their  fubjefts.  Thefe 
had  to  bear  with  the  humours  of  a  flattered  peo- 
ple, which  ^re,  according  to  Plato,  more  dan- 
gerous than  thofe  of  a  prince  corrupted  by  flat^    . 

tery. 

Thefe  two  cities  never  fuffered  Greece  to  be 
at  reftt.  You  have  feen  the  Peloponnefian  war, 
and  the  others,  always  caufed  or  kept  up  by  the 
jealovifies  of  Lacedemon  and  Athens.  But  thofe 
fame  jealoufies  which  difturbed  Greece  proved 
in  feme  refped  her  fupport,  and  prevented  her 
falling  into  the  dependence  of  either  of  thofe  re- 
publics. 

The  Perfians  foon  perceived  this  ftatc  of 
Greece.  So  the  whole  my ftery  of  their  policy 
was  to  keep  up  her  jea.loufies,  and  foment  her 
divifions.  Lacedemon,  being  the  more  ambi^; 
tious,  was  the  firft  that  engaged  them  in  the 
quarrels,  of  the  Grecian^,     They  took  part  in 
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them  with  the  view  of  making  themfelves  maA 
ters  of  the  whole  nation,  and  ftriving  induftri* 
oufly  to  weaken  the  Grecians  by  one  another, 
they  waited  only  the  proper  moment  to  over- 
FUt,  de  leg.  whelm  them  altogether.  By  this  time  the  cities 
^"-    p  of  Greece  regarded  in  their  wars  none  but  the 

S^'  -'  king  of  Perfia,  whom  they  called  the  great  king, 
or  the  king,  by  way  of  eminence,  as  if  they  had 
already  counted  themfelves  his  fubje<5ls :  but  it 
was  impoffible  for  the  ancient  ipirit  of  Greece 
not  to  awaken,  now  upon  the  brink  of  falling 
into  flavery,  and  into  the  hands  of  Barbarians, 
Some  petty  Grecian  kings  attempted  to  oppofe 
that  great  king,  and  to  lay^wafte  his  empire.  With 
a  fttiall  army,  but  trained  in  the  diicipline  we 
JPolyb.lib,  Ui-have  feen,  Agefilaus,  king  of  Lacedemon,  ftruck 
*'  ^'  terror  intcj  the  Perfians  jn  the  L^fler  Alia,  an4 

fliewed  it  poffible  to  pull  them  down.  Greece'i 
divifions  alone  put  a  ftpp  to  his  conquefts :  but 
it  happened  in  thofe  times  that  the  younger 
Cyrus,  brother  to  Artaxerxes,  revolted  againft 
him.  He  had  ten  thoufand  Greeks  in  h|s  troops, 
who  alone  could  not  be  broken  in  the  general 
deroutpfhis  army,  He  was  killed  in  battle, 
and,  as  is  f^\dy  hy  Artaxerxcs's  own  hand.  Our 
Greeks  found  themfelves  without  a  proteAor  in 
the  midftpf  the  J^rfians,  and  pn  the  confines  of 
Babylon,  Yet  Artaxerxes  viftprious  could  nei- 
ther oblige  them  to  lay  ypluntarily  down  their 
arms,  npr  fprce  them  to  it.  They  formed  the 
bold  refolution  of  crp^ng  his  whole  eipfipire  in  a 
bpqy,  in  order  to  return  into  their  o^n  country, 
^nd  adually  efFefted  it,  All  Greece  was  then 
jnore  fenfil)le  than  ever,  tha,t  <he  trained  up  an 
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invincible  foldieiy,  to  which  every  thin^  muft 
yield,  and  that  ^nothing  but  her  .own  divifions 
could  fubjeft  her  to  an  enemy  too  weak  to  refift 
her  when  united,  Philip  of  Macedon,  a  prince 
of  equal  condud  and  courage,  fo  well  improved 
the  advantages,  which  a  kingdom,  fmall  indeed, 
but  united,  and  where  the  royal  power  was  ab- 
solute, gave  him  over  fo  many  divided  cities 
and  commonwealths,  that  at  laft,  partly  by 
ftratagem,  partly  by  ftrength,  he  rendered  him- 
felf  the  moft  powerful  of  all  Greece,  and  obliged 
all  the  Grecians  to  march  under  his  ftandards 
againft  the  common  enemy.  He  was  flain  in 
thofe  jundhires ;  but  Alexander  his  fon  fucceed-? 
fd  to  his  kingdom  and  defigns. 

He  found  the  Macedonians  not  only  trained, 
but  alfo  triumphant,  and  become  by  fo  many 
fuccefles  almoft  as  much  fuperior  to  the  other 
Greeks  in  valour  and  difcipline,  as  the  other 
Greeks  were  beyond  the  Perfians  and  fuch  like 
people, 

Darius,  who  reigned  over  Perfia  in  his  time, 
was  juft,  brave,  generous,  beloved  by  his  people, 
and  wanted  neither  parts  nor  fpirit  to  execute 
his  defigns.  But  if  you  compare  him  with 
Alexander,  his  parts,  with  that  piercing  and  fob* 
lime  genius,  hi$  bravery  with  the  exalted  con* 
ftancyof  that  invincible  courage,  which  found  it- 
felf  animated  by  ohftacles;  with  that  immenfe 
ardour  of  advancing  the  honour  of  his  name, 
which  made  him  undervalue  all  hazards,  all 
toils,  nay  a  thoufand  deaths,  for  the  leaft  degree 
of  glory  5  in  fine,  with  that  confidence  that  made 
him  feel  in  the  bottom  of  his  heart,,  tliat  everv 
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thing  muft  give  way  to  him,  as  to  a  man  who 
was  deftined  to  be  fuperior  to  others,  a  confidence 
with  which  he  infpired  not  only  his  commanders, 
but  even  the  meaneft  of  his  fdldiers,  whom  he 
raifed  by  that  means  above  difficulties,  anci  above 
themfelvesj  you  will  eafily  judge  to  v/hetherof 
the  two  the  vidory  belonged,     And  if  to   thefe 
ihings  you  join  the  advantages  of  the  Greeks  and 
Macedonians  over  their   enemies,  you  will  own 
that  pQrfia,  attacked  by  fuch  a  hero  and  by  foci 
armies,  could  no  longer  avoid  changing  its  mafter. 
Thus  you  will  difcover   at  the  fame  time  what 
ruined  the  empire  of  the  Perfians,  and  what  rait 
cd  that  of  Alexander. 
Piod.  xvii.        To   facilitate  his  vidory,  Perfia  chanced  to 
^^  * ''  lofe  the  only   general  that  Ihe  could  pppofe  to 

fhe  Greeks  ;  and  that  was  Memnon  the  Rho^ 
dian.  So  lorig  as  Alexander  had  ip  famous  a 
cgptain  to  deal  with,  he  might  boafl  of  van- 
quilhihg  an  enemy  worthy  of  him.  Inftead  of 
hazarding  a  general  battle  with  the  Greciahs,- 
Memnon  was  for  difputing  all  the  pafles,  for 
cutting  off  their  prpvifions,  for  going  to  attack 
them,  at  home,  that  by  a  \  igorous  aflault  there, 
they  might  be  forced  to  come  and  defend  their 
country,  Alexander  however  had  taken  care 
of  it,  and  the  troops,  he  had  left  with  Antipa- 
ter  were  fufficient  to  guard  Greece.  But  his 
good  fortune  delivered  him  at  once  out  of  this 
difficulty,  Juft  as  a  diverfipn  was  beginning, 
which  already  alarnied  all  Qreece,  Memnon  died, 
,  and  Alexander  put  every  thing  under  his  feet. 
1  his  prince  rnade  his  entry  into  Babylon  with 
a  porap  tliat  furpafled  any  thing  the  world  had 
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ever  feen  ^ '  and  after  revenging  Greece,  after 
fubduing  with  incredible  expedition  all  the  lands 
of  the  Perfian  dominion,  to  fecure  his  new  em- 
pire on  all  f  av  s,  or  rather  to  gratify  his  ambiti* 
cni,  and  render  his  name  more  famous  than  that 
of  Bacchus,  he  entered  into  the  Indies,  where  he 
pufhed  his  conquefts  farther  than  that  renowned 
conqueror.  But  he  whom  neither  defarts,  nor 
rivers,  nor  mountains  were  able  to  flop,  was 
conftrained  to  yield  to  his  toil-fick  -foldiers,  who 
demanded  reft.  Obliged  to  content  himfelf  with 
the  proud  monuments  which  he  left  oa  the 
banks  of  Arafpes,  he  led  back  his  army  by  an- 
other rout  than  that  he  had  taken,  and  fubdued 
all  the  countries  he  found  in  his  way. 

He  returned  to  Babylon  feared  and  refpefted, 
not  as  a  conqueror,  but  as  a  god.     But  that  for- 
midable empire  which  he  had  conquered  lafted 
no  longer  than  his  life,  which  was  very  fhort. 
At  thirty-three  years  of  age,  in  the  midft  of  th^ 
vafteft  defigns  that  man  had  ever  conjceivedi  and 
wth  the  jufteft  hopes  of  a   profperous^^  fucpefs, 
he  died,  without  having  had  leifure  folidly  to  fet- 
tle his  affairs,  leaving  a  fimpleton  brotber,  and: 
children,     minors,    incapable  of   fuftaining   fa 
great  a  weight.     But  what  proved  moft  fatal  to 
his  houfe  and  empire  was,  that  he  left  captains 
whom  he  had   taught  to  breathe  nothing  but 
ambition  and  war.  '  He  forefaw  to  what  excefTes 
they  would  go  when  once  he  was   out  of  the 
i^orld  :  in  order  to  keep  them  moderate,  and 
for  fear  of  their  difappointing  his  intention,  he 
durfl  neither  name  his  fucceflor, .  nor  the  guar- 
dian of  his   children.     He  foretold  only,  that 

his 
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his  friends  would  celebrate  his  fuheral  witft 
bloody  battles,  and  expired  m  the  flower  of  hii 
age,  full  of  the  fad  images  of  the  confulion  that 
would  follow  upon  his  death'. 

In  faft,  you  have  feen  the  diviiioti  of  his 
empire,  and  the  dreadfiil  ruin  of  his  hcufe. 
Macedon,  his  ancient  kingdom,  enjoyed  by  his 
anceftors  for  fo  many  ages,  was  invaded  on  all 
fides  as  a  vacant  fuccefllon  \  and  after  being 
long  the  prey  of  the  ftrongeft,  went  at  laft  to 
another  family.  Thus  that  great  conqueror,  the 
moft  renowned  and  moft  illuftrious  that  ever  was 
in  the  world,  was  the  laft  king  of  his  race*  Had 
he  remained  peaceably  in  Macedon,  the  great* 
txfk  of  his  empire  would  never  have  tempted  his 
captains,  and  he  might  have  left  to  his  children 
the  kingdom  of  his  fathers.  But  his  having 
been  too  powerful  was  the  caufe  of  the  de» 
ftrudioll  of  all  that  belonged  to  him  ;  and  fuch 
Was  the  fflorious  fruit  of  fo  many  conauefts ! 

His  (katfa  was  the  fole  caufe  pf  this  extraor 
diiMry  revolution.  For  we  muft  (ay,  to  his 
Imiour,  that  if  ever  man  was  capable  of  main-" 
tuning  fo  vaft  an  empire,  newly  conquered,  if 
mB  doubtlefs  Alexander,  feeing  he  had  no  le6 
condii/ft  than  courage.  We  fhould  not  therefore 
impute  to  his  'faults,  though  he  was  guilty  of 
ibme  very  great  ones,  the  fall  of  his  family,  but  to 
mortality  alone ;  if  not  that  it  may  be  faid,  that 
a  man  of  his  humour,  whofe  ambition  made  him 
conftantly  entefprizing,  would  never  have  found 
teifure  to  fettle  things. 

Be  this  as  it  will,  we  fee,  from  his  example, 
Aat  (bcfides  the  faults  which  men  might  cor- 
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reft,  that  is,  thofe  they  commit  through  paflion 
or  ignorance)  there  is  one  irremediable  failing  in- 
feparably  annexed  to  human  de(igns,  and  that  is, 
mortaltty.  This  way  every  thing  may  fall  in  a 
moment:  which  forces  us  to  confefs,  that  as  the 
moft  inherent  vice,  if  I  may  fo  l^eak,  and  the 
mod  uifeparable  from  human  things,  is  their 
own  frailty,  he  who  knows  how  to  preferve  and 
confirm  a  ftate,  hath  attained  to  a  higher  pitch 
of  wifdom,  than  he  who  knows  how  to  conquer^ 
and  to  win  battles. 

•Tis  needlefs  for  me  minutely  to  recount  to 
you,  what  occafioned  the  fall  of  the  kingdoms 
formed  out  of^the  wreck  of  Alexander's  em- 
pire, namely,  thofe  of  Syria,  Macedon,  and  £- 
gypt.  The  common  caufe  of  their  ruin  was,  that 
they  were  forced  to  yield  to  a  greater  power, 
whicli  was  the  Roman.  Were  we  however  t6 
confider  the  laft  flate  of  thoic  monarchies,  wc 
fhould  eafily  find  the  immediate  caufes  of  their 
fall ;  and  fhould  fee,  among  other  things,  that 
the  mofl  powerful  of  them  all,  namely  that  of 
Syria,  after*  being  fhaken  by  the  foftnefs  and  lux- 
ury of  the  nation,  received  at  h&  the  mortal 
flroke  from  the  divifion  of  its  princes. 

Wc  are  at  length  come  to  that  great  empire,  VL' 
which  fwallowed  up  all  the  empires  of  the  uni-g^pj^^"^"* 
verie,  whence  have  fprung  the  greatefl  king- 
doms of  the  world  we  dwell  in,  whofe  laws  we 
flill  revere,  and  with  which  we  mufl  confequent- 
ly  be  better  acquainted  than  with  all  other  em- 
pires. *  You  are  well  fenfible.  Sir,  that  I  fpeak 
of  the  Roman  empire.     You  have  feen  the  long . 

and 
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ftnd  memorable  hiftory  of  it  m  its  whole  feriei^ 
But  in  order  perfectly  to  underftand  the  caufcs 
of  Rome's  exaltation,  and  thofe  of  the  great 
changes  that  have  happened  in  its  ftate,  be  pleafed 
attentively  to  confider,  together  with  the  man- 
ners of  the  Romans,  the  times,  whereon  de- 
pend all  the  motions  of  that  vaft  empire^ 

Of  all  the  nations  of  the  world,  the  mcft 
fierce  and  darings  but  withal  the  moft  regular  in 
its  counfels,  the  moft  conftant  in  its  maxims, 
the  moft  deliberate,  the  moft  laborious,  and,  in 
fine,  the  moft  patient,  was  the  Roman  peo- 
ple. 

•  From  all  this  was  formed  the  beft  foldiery,  and 
a  policy  the  moft  forefeeing,  moft  fteady,  and 
beft  purfued  that  ever  was. 

The  firft  principle  of  a  Roman  was  the  love 
of  liberty,  and  of  his  country.  The  one  of 
thefe  made  him  love  the  other  ;  for  by  loving 
liberty,  beloved  alfo  his  country,  as  a  mother 
which  brought  him  up  in  fentiments  equally 
generous  and  free. 

'  Under  the  notion  of  liberty,  the  Romans 
figured  to  themfelves,  with  the  Greeks,  a  ftate 
where  none  was  fubjeft  to  any  thing  but  the 
law,  and  where  the  law  was  more  powerful  than 
men. 

Moreover,  although  Rome  was  born  under,  a 
'  regal  government,  ftie  enjoyed,  even  under  her 
kings,  a  liberty  fcarcely  confifteht  with  a  regular 
monarchy.  For,  befides  that  the  kings  were 
cleftive,  aind  that  the  eledtion  was  made  by  the 
whole  people,  it  belonged  alfo  to  the  people  af- 
fembled,  to  ratify  the  laws,  and  to  decree  peace 

or 
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or  war.  There  were  even  (bme  particular  cafes, 
wherein  the  kings  gave  up  the  fovereign Judg- 
ment to  the  people  j  as  witnefs  TuUus  Hpftilius, 
who  daring  neither  to  condemn  nor  acquit  Ho- 
i-atius,  loaded  at  once  with  -honour  for  having 
conquered  the  Curiatii,  and  with  fhame  for 
having  killed  his  fifter,  caufed  him  to  be  judged 
by  the  people.  So  the  kings  had  properly  no 
more  than  the  command  of  th^  armies,  and 
the  power  of  calling  lawful  aflemblies,  of 
propofing  matters  ther^,  of  maintaining  the 
laws,  and  of  executing  the  public  decrees. 

When  Servius  TuUius  formed  the  defigq, 
which  yoU  have  leen,  of  reducing  Rome  into  a 
cpmmojiweaith,  he  increafed  the  love  of  liberty 
in  a  people  already  fb  free ;  and  hence  you  may 
judge  how  jealous  the  Romans  were  of  it,  when 
they  had  tailed  it  entire  under  their  confuls. 

It  ftill  fhocks  us  to  fee  in  hiftory  the  dreadful 
fteadinefs  of  the  conful  Brutus,  when  he  caufed 
liis  two  fons  to  be  put  to  death  before  his  eyes, 
for  having  fufFered  theitifelves  to  be  drawn  into 
tke  fecret  pradices  the  Tarquins  were  carrying 
on  at  Rome,  in  order  to  recover  their  dominion 
there.  How  ftrongly  muft  the  people  be  con- 
firmed in  the  love  of  liberty,  upon  feeing  that 
fevere  conful  facrlfice  his  own  family  to  it  r  We 
need  no  longer  wonder  if  they  defpiled  at  Rome 
the  efforts  of  the  neighbouring  nations,  who  at- 
tempted to  reftore  the  baniftied  Tarquins.  In 
vain  did  king  Porfenna  take  them  into  his  pro- 
tcftion.  The  Romans,  almoft  ftarved,  madcDIpn.  Hal. 
him  to  know,  by  their  reiblution,  that  they ^^t).  v. 
would  at  leaft  die  free.     The  people  were  ftill 
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Tit.  Liv.  kiimore  rcfolute  than  the  fenate  ;  and  Rome  unani- 

'^'^^*  moufly  fent  word   to  that  powerful  king,  who' 

had  reduced  her  to  the  laft  extremity,  tnat  he 

niight  give  over  .interceding  for  the  Tarquins, 

firice,  being  refolved  to  hazard  every  thing  for 

'  her  liberty,  fhe  would  fooner  receive  her  enemies 

than  her  tyrants.      Pcrfenna  aftonifhed    at   the 

fpirit  of  the  people,  and  the  more  than  human 

boldnefs  of  fome  private  perfons^  refolved  to  let 

the  Romans  peaceably   enjoy  a  liberty,  which 

they  knew  fo  well  how  to  deftnd. 

'  Liberty  was  to  them  therefore  a  treafure  which 

they  preferred  to  all   the  riches  in  the  world. 

And  fo  have  you  (gqyi^  that  in  their  beginnings, 

and  even  when  they  were   very  far  advanced, 

poverty  was  no  evil  to  them :  on   the   contrary, 

"they  Iboked'upon  it  as  a   means  of  preferving 

their  liberty  more,  entire,   there  being   nothing 

more  free  or  independent,  than  a  man  who  can 

live  upon  Itt'tle,    and   who,   without   expefting 

'  ought  from  the  proteftion  or  bounty  of  others, 

founds  his  fubfifteiice  upon  nothing  but  his  in- 

duftry  and  lajbour. 

And  this  did  the  Rorhans.     To  breed  cattle, 

*  ^  to  till  the  groimd,  to  take  as  much  as  they  could 

"  fronj  themfelves,  to  live  fparinjg  and  laborious: 

fiich  was  their  manner  of  life;  and  thus  did  they 

fupport  their  faipilies,.  whom  they  inured  to  fuch 

like  hardy  occupations. 

LiVy  might  well  fay,  that  there  ntv&r  was  a 
pebple,  among  whom  frugality,  or  parfimpny,  or 
poverty,  were  longer  had  in  honour.  The  moft 
illuftrious  fenators,  to  behold  only  their  outfide, 
differed  little  from  the'nieanefl  peafants,  and  had 

no 
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no  fticw,  nor  majefty,  but  In  public,  and  in  the 
fenate.  And  indeed,  they  were  found  occupied 
m  hufbandry,  and  the  other  cares  of  a  country 
life,  when  fent  for  to  head  armies.  '  Such  inftah- 
ces  are  frequent  in  the  Roman  hiftory.  Curius 
tnd  Fabricius,  thofe  great  captains  who  vanquifh- 
ed  Pyrrhus,  (o  rich  a  king,  had  only  earthen 
plate ;  and  the  former,  to  whom  the  Samnites  • 

offered  plate  of  'gold  and  filver,  anfwered,  thaf 
his  delight  lay  not  in  pofleffing  it,  but.  in  com- 
manding thofe  that  did.     After  triumphing,  and 
ehriching  the  commonwealth  with  the  fpails  of 
its  enemies,  they  had  not  wherewithal  to  biiry 
them.     This  moderation  continued  even  during 
the  Punic  wars.     In  the  firft  we  fee  Regulu?^,  thefit.  Kv.  Ep. 
general  of  the  Roman  armies,  afking   his  dif-)^t>.  xviii. 
charge  of  the  fenate,  in  order  to  go  and  cultivate 
iiis  farm,  that  had  been  negledfced  during  .iii&  ab^ 
fence.     After  the  itiverthf  ow  of  Carthage,  we  fee 
alfo  great  examples  of  the  primitive  fimplicity. 
JEmilius  Paulus,    who   augmented   the  public 
treafury,  by  the  rich  treafure  of  the   kings  of 
Macedon,  lived**up  t©  the  rules   of  die  ancient 
frugality,- and  died  a  begga^.  •  Mummius,  when   ' 
he  deftroyed  Corinth,  gained  only  for  the  ufe  of 
Ae  public,  the  riches  of  that  opulent  and.  volup-     , 
tuous  city.     Thus  riches  were  defpifed ;  and  theCic.  ofF.  i 
moderation  and  integrity  of  the  Roman  generals 
were  the  admiration  of  the  vanquifhed  nations. 

Yet  in  this  great  love  of  poverty,  the  Romans 
^ared  nothing  upon  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of 
their  cityi  In  their  very  beginnings,  the  public 
works  were  fuch  as  Rome  was  not  afhamed  of, 
even  when  ftie  faw  herfelf  miftrefs  of  the  world. 

•    H  h  2  The 
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Tit.  Liv.  i.  The  cipitpl  built  by  Tarquin  the  proud,  and  tic 
vi^.^^'  ^  '  temple  he  erefted  to  Jupiter  in  that  fortrefs,  were; 
Dion.  Hal.  from  that  time,  worthy  the  majefty  of  the  greateft 
T^r*  Hift  ^^  Gods^  and'  of  the  future  glory  of  the  Roman' 
lii.  72.  '  people.  Every  thing  elfe  was  correfpondent  to 
Plm.  xxxvi.  this  grandeur*  The  chief  temples,  the  markets, 
^*  the  baths,  the  public  places,   the   highways,  the 

aquedu<fts,  the  very  finks  and  common  fewers  of 
the  city,  had  a  magnificence  that  Would  feem  in- 
credible, were  it  not  attefted  by  all  hiftorians,; 
Ind  confirmed  by  the  remains  we.  fee  of  them. 
What  fhall  I  fay  of  the  pomp  of  the  triumphs,  of 
the  religious  ceremonies,  of  the  games  and  Ihews 
Dion.  Hal.  that  were  exhibited  to  the  people  ?  In  a  word, 
vii.  Ant  kom.  every  thing  that  was  for  the  fervice  of  the  pub- 
He,  every  thing  that  could  give  the  people  a 
high  notion  of  their  common  country,  was  exe- 
cuted with  profufion,  as  far  as  the  time  could 
permit.  Parfimony  reigned  only  in  private  fa- 
milies. He  who  augmented  his  revenues,  and 
rendered  his  lands  more  fertile  by  his  induftry 
and  labour,  who  was  the  beft  ceconomift,  and 
moft  felf*denied,  efteemed  himfelf  the  moft  free, 
the  moft  powerful,  and  the  moft  happy. 

There  is  nothing  farther  from  (uch  a  life  than 
ibftnefs.  Every  thing  tehded  rather  to  the  other 
extreme,  to  wit,  hardnefs.  And  indeed  the 
manners  of  the  Romans  had  naturally  fome- 
thing,  not  pnly  rude  and  rigid,  but  even  favage 
and  fierce.  But  they  negleded  nothing  to  bring 
themfelves  under  the  poyer  of  good  laws,  and 
the  people,  the  'moft  jealous  of  its  liberty  the 
world   ever  faw,  -proved  at  the  fame  time  the- 

moft 
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moft  fubnriflive  to  its  magiftrates  and  to  lawful 

authority. 

'     The  foldiery  of  fuch   a  people  could  not  fail 

to  be  admirable,  where,  with. dauntlefs  hearts  and 

vigorous  bodies,  ther^  prevailed  fo  ready  and 

exaA  an  obedience. 

The  military  laws  were  hard,  but  neceflary. 
Viftory  provj^d  dangerous,  and  often  mortal  to 
thofe  who  won  it  contrary  to  orders.     It  was 
death  for  a  man  not  only  to  fly,  to  part  with 
his  arms,  to  leave  his  rank,  but  even  to  ftir,  fo 
to  fpeak,  or  to  make  the  leaft  motion  without  , 
the  command  of  the  general.      He  who  laid 
down  his  arms  to  die  enemy,  who  ch^c ,  rather 
to  be  taken  than  to  die  glorioufly  {cir  his<  country, 
was  judged  unworthy  of  any   manner  of  .affift* 
^npe.     For   ordinary,   prifoners  v/ere  no  jonger 
counted  among  the  citizens,    but  were  left  to  the 
enemy,  as  members  cut  off  from  the  common- 
wealth.    You  have   read  in  Florus  and  Cicero  Flor.ii..*. 
the  ftopy  of  Regulus,  who  perfuaded  the  fenate,??^-/^^^®' 
at  the  expence  of  his  own  life,  to  abandon  the 
prifoners  to  the  Carthaginians.     In  the  war  withPoiyb.  vi.  56. 
Hannibal,  and  after  the  lofs'of  the  battle  of '^^^^  ^^^-^^^^ 
Cannag,  that  is,  when  Rome,  drained  by  fo  many        '' 
lofles,  was  in  greateft  want  of  men,  the   fenate 
chofe   rather  to  arm,    contrary,  to  its  cuftom, 
eight   thoufand  flaves,    than  to    ranfom  eight 
thoufand   Romans,  which   would   have  coft  no 
more  than  the  new  levies  to  be  made.     Rut  inctc.  dc  Q 
the  exigency  of  affairs,  it   was  eftablifhed  more"'*; 
,than  ever  an  inviolable  law,  that  a  Roman  foldier 
muft  either  conquer  or  die. 

W  h  5  By 
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By  Virtue  of  diis  maxim,  the  Roinan  armies, 

*  though  defeated  and  broken,  fought  and*rallie4 

Salluft*  dc  bcl.to  the  laft  •,  and  as  Salluft  obferves,  there  are  to 

Catil.  9.        i^g  found  among  the  Romans  ^ore  men  punifli- 

cd  for  fighting  without  orders,  than  for  giving 

ground  and  quitting  their  pofts;  fo  that  their 

courage   had  more  need  to  be  reftrained  than 

excited. 

N  To  valour  they  joined  wit  and  invention.  Be-* 
fides  their  being  of  themfelves  diligent  and  in- 
genious, they  knew  how  to  profit  wonderfully 
by  every  thing  they  faw  in  other  nations,  that 
was  commodious  for  encampment,  for  the  order 
t)f  battle,  and  even  for  the  kind  of  arms,  in  a 
word,  for  facilitating  as  well  the  attack  as  de* 
fence.  You  have  feen  in  Salluft  and  other  au- 
thors, what  the  Romans  learned  from  their  very 
enemies.  Who  does  not  know  that  they  learn- 
ed from  the  Carthaginians  the  invention  of  the 
galleys  with  which  they  beat  them,  and,  in  ftiort, 
that  they  got  from  all  the  nations  they  were 
,  acquainted  with,  wherewithal  to  overcome 
them  ? 

In  fadt,  it  is  certain  from  their  own  confeflion, 
that  the  Gauls  furpaflfed  them  in  ftrength  of  bo»- 
Poiybv  ii.  a8.  dy,  and  yielded  not  to  them  in  courage.     Poly- 
^  ^^4-  bius  lets  us  fee,  that  in  a  certain  decifive  atSlion, 

the  Gauls,  befides  being  fuperior  in  number, 
fhewed  more  refolution  than  the  Romans,  how- 
ever determined  they  might  be  -,  and  yet  do  we 
find  in  that  very  aftion  thofe  Romans,  inferior 
in  every  thing  elfe,  get  the  better  of  the  Gauls, 
becaufe  they  had  the  fkill  to  make  choice  of  bet- 
ter arms,  to  range,  themfelves  in  better  order, 

and 
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and  to  make  better  ufe  of  their  time  in  the  en- 
gagement This  you  may  fee  one  day  more 
exadly  in  Polybius  ;  and  you  have  often  yourfelf 
obferved  in  Cefar's  Commentaries,  that  the  Ro- 
mans, commanded  by  that  great  man,  fubdued 
the  Gauls  ftill  more  by  the  ftratagems  of  the 
military  ^rt,  than  by  downright  bravery. 

The  Macedonians,  fo  jealous  of  prefei*ving 
the  ancient  order  of  their  fpldjery,  fprmei  by- 
Philip  and  Alexander,  imagined  their  Phalanx^ 
invincible,  and  <;ould  not  p^rfuade^themfelves 
that  human  wit  was  capable  of  contriving  any 
thing  ftronger.  Neverthelefs  the  {^mo  Polybius,Poiyb.  xvii.  in 
and  Titus  Livius  after  him,  have  demonftrated,Excerp.  c.  24., 

that  to  confider  only  the  nature  of  the  Roman  ar-^j^^^x.  10!* 
mies  and  thofe  of  the  Macedonians,  the  latt^r^xxi.  3^,  &<;, 
could  not  fail  of  being  beat  at  the  long  run; 
becaufe  the  Macedonian  Phalanx,  whioh  was 
but  one  huge  fqii^re  battalion,  very  -thick  ou 
every  fide,  covil.d  p^t  move  but  all  of  a  piece  j 
whereas  the  Roman  army,  bejng  divided  intc^ 
fmajl  bodies,  was  readier  -and  more  iitted  for  all 
(ort  of  mptions, 

The  Romans  therefore  found  out,  or  they 
very  fopu  learned,  the  art  of  dividing  armies  into 
fever,al  tattalion^  and  fquadrons,  and  of  forming 
bodies  of  referve,  whpfe  difpofition  is  fo  proper 
for  puihin^  ox  fupparting  what  gives  way  on  one 
fi^e  pr  the  other,  >  Set  the  Ma(:edoi;uaii  Phalanx 
Hgainft  troops  thus  difpofed :  that  huge  and  un^ 
wieidy  machine  will  be  terrible  indeed,  to  an 
-fiXn^  ]^ppn:^his;h  it':(hail  f^  with  its  whole  weight; 
Jjiit^  as  fpeaks  Pal^biiis,  it  cannot  long  preferve 
its  natural  propriet;y;,.that  is,  its  iolidity  and  con^ 

fiftwce. 
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fiftefice,  becaufe  it  muft  have  plac^  proper,  and 
fo  to  fay,  made  on  purpofe;  and  for  want  of 
finding  them,it  embarraffes  itfelf,  or  rather  breaks 
itfelf  by  its  own  motion.  Add  to  this^  that  be- 
ing once  broke  through,  it  can  never  rially  again^ 
whereas  the  Roman  army,  divided  into  its  iimall 
bodies,  makes  the  bed  of  all  places,  and  adapts 
jtfelf  to  them-,  it  joins  and  parts  at  pleafiire;  it 
eafily  files  off,  and  meets  again  without  difficulty; 
it  is  fit  for  detachments,  for  rallyings,  for  all 
maimer  of  converfions  and  evolutions;  which  it 
performs,  eithe.r  whole  or  in  part,  as  is  requisite  i 
in  ftiort,  it  has  more  different  movements,  ana 
confequently  more  aftion  and  ftrength  than  the 
Phalanx.  Conclude  we  then  with  Polybius,  that 
the  Phalanx  muft  needs  give  way  to  it,  and' that 
Macedon  muft  be  overcome, 

*Tis  a  pleafure,  Sir,  to  fpeak  to  you  of  thofe 
things  wherein  you  are  fo  well  inftruded  by  ex- 
cellent matters,  and  which  you  fee  pradifed  un- 
der the  diredbion  of  Lewis  the  Great  in  fb.  admi- 
rable a  manner,  that  I  don't  know  whether  the 
Roman  art  of  war  had  ever  any  thing  more  per- 
k&.  But  without  making  it  enter  me  lifts  with 
the  French  art  military,  I  fliall  content  myfeff 
with  having  ihewn  you,  that  the  Roman  art  of 
war,  whether  we  mind  the  very  fcience  of  taking 
advantages,  or  only  confider  its  extreme  ftrid- 
nefs  in  caufing  all  the  orders  of  war  to  be  obferved, 
far  furpafled  any  thing  that  had  appeared  in  pre- 
ceding ages.  ' .  .     ^     '     * 

After  Macedon,  we  need  fay  ho  more  of 
Greece.  You  have  feen  that  Macedon  held  there 
the  firft  place,  and.  foit  teaches  you  to  judge  of 

^  .  '  thQ 
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the  reft.  Athens  produced  nothing  iince  Alex- 
ander's time.  The  Etolians,  who  fignalized 
themfelves  in  divers  wars,  were  rather  froward 
than  free,  and  rather  brutal  than  brave,  Lace^ 
demon  had  made  its  laft  eiFort  for  war,  in  bring- 
ing forth  Cleomenes;  as  Had  the  AcheanPlut^iaPW, 
league,  in  producing  Philopemen.  Rome  never^°^ 
fought  againft  thofe  twp  great  captains ;  but  the 
latter,  who  lived  in  the  days  of  Hannibal  and 
Scipio,  upon  feeing  the  Roman  progrefs  in  Mace^ 
donia,  judged  rightly,  that  the  liberty  of  Greece 
was  about  to  expire,  and  that  nothing  remained 
for  him  but  to  retard  the  moment  of  its  falL 
Thus  the  moft  warlike  nations  yielded  to  the 
Romans.  The  Romans  triumphed  over  courage 
in  the  Gauls,  over  courage  and  Ikill  in  the  Greeks, 
and  over  both  courage  and  fkill,  fupported  by 
the  moft  refined  conduft,  in  triumphing '  over 
iHanhibal;  fo  that  nothing  ever  equaled  thera 
in  war. 

And  indeed  they  had  nothing  in  all  their  go-  / 
vernment  that  they  fo  much  boafted  of,  as  their 
military  difcipline.  They  always  coniidered  it. as 
the  foundation  of  their  empire.  Martial  disci- 
pline was  the  firft  thing  that  appeared  in  their 
ftate,  and  the  laft  that  was  loft  in  it :  fo  deeply 
was  it  grafted  in  the  conftitution  of  their  re- 
public. 

One  of  the  moft  beautiful  parts  of  the  Ro- 
man exercife  of  war  was,  that  falfe  bravery  never 
met  with  praife.  The  maxims  of  falfe  honour, 
that  have  been  the  ruin  of  fo  many  among  u^, 
were  never  fo  much  as  known  in  a  nation  fo 
greedy  of  glory.    'Tis  obferved  of  Scipio  and  Polyb.  i.  i> 

of 
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of  Cei^r,  the  two  firft  warriours  and  br^veft 
itien  amongft  the  Romans,  that  they  neyer  ex- 
pofecj  themfelves  but  with  caution,  and  when 
Ibid.  29.  urgent  neceflity  required  it.  No  good  was  ex- 
pefted  from  a  general,'  who  had  not  the  fenfe  to 
know  the  care  he  ought  to  take  of  his  perfon  \ 
and  aftions  of  extraordinary  refolution  were  re- 
served for  real  fervice.  The  Romans  would 
have  no  battles  hazarded  difadvantageoufly,  nor 
viftories  at  the  expence  of  too  much  blood  ;  fo 
that  nothing  could  be  more  reibJute,  nor  at  the 
fame  time  better  hufbanded,  than  were  the  Ro- 
man armies. 

But  as  it  is  not  fufficient  to  underftand  war,  if 
there  is  not  a  wife  council  to  dired  when  to  un- 
dertake it,  and  to  keep  domeftic  aiFairs  in  good 
order^  I  muft  alfo  propofe  to  your  obfervation 
the  profound  policy  of  the  Roman  fenate.  To 
take  it  in  the  bcft  times  of  the  commonwealth, 
there  never  was  an  aflembly  where  affairs  were 
treated  with  maturer  deliberation ,  with  profcunder 
fecrecy,  with  a  longer  fcrecaft,  or  with 'a  greater 
unanimity  and  zeal  for  the  public  good. 
1  Mac.  viii.  The  Candid  penman  of  the  book  of  Macca- 
i5»  J^»  bees  hath  not  fcrupled  to  declare  this,  snd  to 

commend  the  eminent  prudence  and   vigorous 
counfels  of  that  wife  aflembly,  where  none  claim- 
ed authority  but  by  reafpn,  and  all  whofe  mem- 
bers conlpired  to  the  pubiic  fervice  witjiout  par- 
tiality or  jealoufy.  .'       ^         • 
Tit.  Liv.  xlii.     As   for  fecrecy,  Livy  ^ives  u$  a  notable  in^ 
»4-               ftance  of  it.     When  they  were  meditating  a  war 
againft  Perfeus,  Eumenes,  king  of  Pergamus,  an 
enemy  of  that  prince^   c^in^  to  Ko^Tie  to  con- 
federate 
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federate  with  the.fenate  againft  him.  He  made 
his  propofals  in  full  aflembly,  and  the  affair  was 
determined  by  the  voices  of  a  company  confift-r 
ing  of  three  hundred  perfons.  "^ho  would  think 
that  the  fecret  fhould  have  been  kept,  and  that 
nothing  was  ever  known  of  the  confultation 
till  four  years  after  when  the  war  was  ended  ? 
But  what  is  moft  furprizing  is,  that  Perfeus  had 
his  ambafiadors  at  Rome  to  obferve  the  motions 
of  Eumenes.  All  the  cities  of  Greece  and  Alia, 
who  feared  being  involve^  in  the  quarrel,  had  alfo 
fent  theirs,and  all  laid  their  heads  together  to  dis- 
cover an  affair  of  fuch  confequence.  Amidft  (6 
many  cunning  agents,the  fenate  was  impenetrable^ 
To  make  a  fecret  be  kept,  there  was  never  any 
need  of  puni/hments,  nor  of  forbidding  corres- 
pondence with  foreigners  under  rigorous  pains  or 
penalties.  Secrecy  recommended  itfelf,  a$  it 
werej  and  by  it^.own  importance.  , 

It  is- a  thing  furprizing  in  the  conduft  of 
Rome,  to  fee  the  people  always  look  upon  the 
fenate  with  jealoufy,  and  neverthelefs  refer  every 
thing  to  it  on  extraordinary  occafions,  and  efpe- 
'  -cially  in  times  of  great  danger.  Then  were  all 
the  people  {ttn  to  turn  their  eyes  upon  that  wife 
affembly,  and  expeft  its  refolutionsas  fo  many 
oracles.- 

A;  long  exjjerience  had  taught  the  Romans, 
that  thence  had  proceeded  all  the  counfels  that 
h^d  faved  the  ftate.  In  the  fenate  were  preferved 
.the  ancient  maxims,  and  the  fpirit,  fo  to  fpeak, 
of  the  commonwealth.  There  were  formed  the 
defigns  which  were  juftified  by  their  -own  con- 
sequence i '  and  what  was  moft  noble  in  die  fenate 

is. 
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Is,  that  they  never  took  more  vigorous  meafures 
than  in  the  greateft  extremity. 

Dion,  Hal.  ^^  ^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  difmal  ftate  of  the  repub- 
viii.  TU,  Liv.lic,  whcn,  yet  but  weak,  and  in  her  infancy, 
^'  ^f*  fke  found  herfelf  at  once  divided  at  home  by  the 

tribunes,  and  prefled  abroad  by  the  Volfci,  whom 
the  provoked  Coriolanus  led  on  againft  his 
countfy.  Thofe  people,  ever  beat  by  the  Ro- 
mans, hoped  to  revenge  themfclves  now  that 
they  had  at  their  head  the  greateft  man  of  Rome^ 
the  moft  flcilful  in  war,  the  moft  libera),  and  the 
moft  abhorrent  of  injuftice ;  but  withal  the  moft 
hard-hearted,  the  moft  difficult^  and  the  moft 
exa/perated.  They  would  make  themfelves  ci- 
tizens by  force,  and  after  great  conquefts,  now 
mafters  of  the  field  and  of  the  country,  they 
threatened  univerfal  deftru<3:ion,  if  their  demand 
was  not  complied  with.  Rome  had  neither  ar- 
my nor  commanders  -,  and,  neverthelefs,  in  that 
(ad  fituation,  and  while  flie  had  every  thing  to 
fear,  did  the  fenate  fuddenly  iflue  out  that  hciA 
decree,  that  they  would  fooner  perifti  than  yielci 
any  thing  to  an  armed  enemy,  and  that  they 
would  grant  them  equitable  terms,  after  they 
had  withdrawn  their  arms. 
Dion.  HdUn  CoriolanuS'S  mother,  who  was  fent  to  fbften 
?m*  him,  told  him,  amongft  other  arguments  :  *'  Do 

^'  you  not  knovy  the  Romans  f  Do  you  not 
♦*  know,  my  fbn,  that  you  will  gain  nothing  of 
**  them  but  by  fair  means,  and  that  you  never 
**  will  obtain  any  thing,  either  more  or  lefs,  of 
^*  them  by  force  ?*^  The  ftern  Coriolanus  fuf- 
fered  himfelf  to  be  overcome  ;  it  coft  him  his 
iife,^  and  the  Vplfiti  9^f?  other  generals  j  but 
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the  fcnate  ftood  firm  to  its  maxims,  and  the  de=|<^y^*  v»|-  5^- 
cree  which   it  made,    of  granting  nothing  hyg^u^si.Dloa^ 
force,  pafled  into  a  fundamental  law  of  the  Ro-Hal;  vdh 
man  policy,  from  which  there  is  not*  one  inftance. 
of  the  Romans  ckparting  in  all  the  after-times  of 
the   commonwealth.     Among   them,    in    their 
loweft  circumftances,  faint-hearted  counfels  were 
not  fo  much  as  heard.     They  were  always  more 
tradable  when  viftorious  than  when  vanquiflied : 
fo  well  did  the  fehate  know  how  to  maintain  the 
ancient  maxims  of  the  republic,  and  fo  well  did 
it  know  how  to  confirm  the  reft  of  the  citizens 
in  them. 

From  that  feme  fpirit  proceeded  the  refolutiona 
taken  fo  many  times  in  the  fcnate,  of  fubduing 
the  enemy  by  open  force,  without  making  ufe  of 
arts  and  ftratagems,  evdn  fuch  as  are  allowed  in 
war :  which  the  fenate  did  neither  out  of  a  falfe 
point  of  honour,  nor  through  ignorance  of  the 
Jaws  of  war  -,  but  becaufe  it  judged  nothing  more 
effedual  to  humble  a  haughty  enemy,  than  to 
take  away  its  whble  opinion  of  its  own  ftrength, 
that  fo  being  vanquifhed  in  the  very  hearty  they. 
Ihould  fee  no  fafety  but  in  the  clemency  of  the 
viftor.  .        .        , 

Thus  was  eftabiyhed  through  all  the  earth 
that  high  opinion  of  the  Roman  arms.  The  be- 
lief univerfally  fpread,  that  nothing  ftood  before 
them,  made  the  arms  drop  out  of  their  enemies 
hands,  and  afforded  invincible  aid  to  their  al- 
lies. You  fee  what  a  like  opinion  of  the  French 
arms  does  all  over  Europe;  and  the  world,  a- 
ftoniftied  at  the  king's  exploits,  confefles,  that  to 

-  himfelf 
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himfclf  alone  it  belonged  to  fet  bouncJs  to  his 
conquefts. 

The  condu(5t  of  the  Roman  fenatfe,  fb  power- 
ful againft  the  enemy,  was  no  left  admirable  in 
the  domeftic  adminiftration.  '  Thofe  wife  fena- 
tors  had  fometimes  a  juft  condefcenfion  for  the 
people  :  as  when  in  an  extreme  exigency,  they 
not  only  taxed  themfclves  higher .  than  the  reft, 
which  was  ufual  with  them,  but  alfo  eafed  the 
Tit.  Liv.  ii.  9.  common  people  of  all  imports,  adding,  ''  Thnt 
''  the  poor  paid  afirfficient  tribute  to  the  ccninum- 
"  wealthy  f^  bringing  up  of  their  children'^^ 

The  fenate  ihewed  by. this  decree,  that  it 
knew  wherein  confifted  the  true  riches  of  a  ftate: 
and  fo  fine  a  fentiment,  joined  to  the  teftimo- 
nies  of  a  paternal  tendemefs,  made  fo  much 
in^ireflion  upon  the  minds  of  the  people,  that 
they  became  '  capable  of  fiipporting  the  laft  ex- 
tremities for  the  prefervatioh  of  their  coun-' 
try.  '      ' 

But  wh^n  the  people  deferved  to  be  blamed, 

the  fenate  did  it  with  a  gravity  and  vigour  wor- 

tJiy  that  venerable  council-,  as   happened  in  the 

difference  between  the  people  of  Ardta  and  Ari- 

Tit.  Liv.  ill.   cia.     *Tis  a  memorable  l^ory,.  ai^d  deferves  to  be 

V^  related  to  you.     Thofe  two  petty  .  nations  were 

IV.  7>9>  10.     ^^  ^^^  about  fome  lands  that  eacn  of  them  laid 

claim  to.  At  length,  weary  of  fighting,  they 
^  agreed  to  refer  the  matter  to  the  decifion  of  the 
Roman  people,  whofe  equity  was  revered  by  all 
its  neighbours.  The  tribunes  were  aflembled; 
and  the  people  difcoverin^,  in  the  procefs  of  the 
examination,  that  thofe  lands  claimed  by  others 
belonged  by  right  to  itfelf,  adjudged  them  to 

themfelves. 
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themfelves.  The  fenate,  though  fatisfied  that 
the  people  had  judged  rightly  in  the' main,  could 
not  bear  that  the  Romans  iKould'hiive  belied 
their  native  generofity,  and  ftiould  have  bafely 
deceived  the  hopes  of  their  neighbours,  who  had 
fubmitted  themfelves  to  their  ari>itratioti.  TJiete 
was  nothing  poffible  that  that  generous  court 
did  not  do,  to  prevent  a  decifion  of  fo  periiicious 
a  precedent,  where  thejudges  took  to  themfelves 
the  lands  cbntefted  by  the  parties^  After  {tn- 
tence  was  given,  the  men  of  Atdea,"  whofe  right 

"  was  the  moft  apparent^-  full  of  indigtiatiori  at  fo 
iniquitous  a  judgment^  were  ready  to  revenge 
themfelves  by  force  of  arms.  The  fenate  iliade 
no  fcruple  to  declare  to  them  publicly^  that  they 
were  as  fenfible  as  themfelves  of  the  in^tfry  thait 
had  been  done  them;  that  indeed  it  was  not 
in  their  power  to  abrogate  a  decree  of  the  people, 
but  that  if  after  fuch  an  abufe  they  Would  rely 
upon  the  court  for  the  repkfltion  they  ^ad  reafon 
to  exped,  the  fenate  w6uld  take  fuch  care  to  pro* 
cure  them  fatisfaftion,  that  they  Ihould  have .  no 
further  caufe  of  complaint.  T5\e  ArdeateBTe- 
lied .  on  the  promife.  .  Soon  after,  there'nappehed 
to  them  ah  affair  tjhat' might  have  utterly  ruined 
their  city,  had  it  not  been  for  timely '  ttfdcbur's 
they  received  from  the  Romans  by  order  of  the 
fenate;  whereby  they  thought  thenifelves  over- 
paid for  the  territory  that  had  'httnt^tti  from 
them,  and  wanted  only  an  opportunity  of  thank- 
ing fo  faithful  friends.  .  But  the  fenate. was  not 
contented,  till,  by  caufing  to'reftore'them  thl^ 

•  land  which  the  Reman  people  had  alwarded  'to  it- 
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(elf,  it  aboliftied  the  memory   of  fo  infamoii^ 
a  judgment* 
Wyb.  Tit.        I  mall  not  herfe  undertake  to  tell  you,  how 
^.  Cic.de    n^j^ny   fuch  acftions  the   fenate  did  :  how  many 
peijured  citizens,  who  would  not  keep  their  pa- 
role, or  quibbled  about  their  oaths,  it  delivered 
up  to  the  enemy  ;  how  many  bad  counfels,  that 
had  met  with  good  fuccefs,  it  condemned  :  All 
I  fliall  fay  is,  that  that  auguft  court  infpired  no- 
thing but  what  was  great  into  the  Roman  peo- 
,  pie,  and  cave  on  all  occafions  a  high  notion  of 
its  counfels,  perfuaded,  as  it  was,  that  reputation 
was  the  firmeft  fupport  of  ftates. 

We  may  believe,  that  in  a  people  Co  wifely 
direfted,  the  rewards  and  puniflimehts  were  ap- 
pointed with  the  greateft  c6nfideration.  Befides 
that  real  fervice  and  a  zeal  for  the  good  of*  the 
ftate  were  the  fureft  fteps  to  promotion  ;  military 
aftions  had  a  thoufand rewards  whichcoft  the  pub- 
lic nothing,  but  which  were  infinitely  precious  to 
private  perfon^,  on  account  of  the  annexed  glory 
lb  dear  to  that  warlike  people.  A  crown  of 
gold  very  thin,  but  moft  commonly  a  crown  of 
oak  leaves,  or  of  laurel,  or  of  fome  yet  viler 
herbage^  became  ineftimable  among  the  foldiers, 
,who  knew  no  more  honourable  marks  than  thofe 
of  virtue,  nor  any  more  noble  diftinftion  thaii 
that  which  proceeded  from  glorious  aftions. 

The  fenate,  whofe  approbation  was  itfelf  a 
reward,  knew  when  to  praife,  and  when  to 
bkme.  Immediately  after  battle,  the  confuls, 
and  other  generals,  beftowed  publicly  on  the 
foldiers  and  officers  the  praife  or  the  blame  they 
liefervedj  but  themfelves  waited,  in  fufpenfe, 
'     '         .  the 
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the  judgment  of  the  fenate,  which  judged  of  the 
yifdom  of  the  coiinfels,  without  (uffering  them- 
ifelves  to  be  dazzled  by  the  profperoumefs  of 
^events.  Commendations  were  vduable,  becaufe 
they  Were  beftowed  with  judgment*  Blame 
ftung  gfenerotis  hearts  to  the  quick,  and  retained  ' 
the  nleaneft  foiils  in  their  dutyi  The  punifh- 
ments  which  attended  evil  aftions  kept  the 
foldiers  in  awe,  while  rewards  and  glory,  proper* 
ly  difpenfed,  raifed  them  above  themfelves. 

He  who  can  inftill  jnto  the  mind  of  a  people 
pdtience  of  hardftiip,  the  greatnefs  of  thein  na- 
tion, and  the  love  of  their  country,  may  boaft  of 
having  found  out  the  njtoft  proper  conftitutioA 
of  a  ftate  for  producing  great  men*  *Tis  doubt^t 
lefs  great  men  that  are  the  ftrength  of  an  empire* 
Nature  does  not  fail  to  raife  upj  in  all  countries^ 
exalted  geniufes  and  fpirits ;  but  ftie  muft  be  help- 
ed to  form  them*  What  forms  them^what  finifhes 
them,  isj  ftrong  fentiments  and  noble  impreflionSy 
which  diffufe  themfelves  in  all  their  mlnds^  and 
pafs  infenfibly  frohi  one  to  another*  What  is  it  , 

that  renders  our  nobility  fo  fierce  in  fight,  and  ^ 
fb  daring  in  enterprizes  ?  *Tis  the  opinion  imbi- 
bed from  their  infancy,  and  efl:ablimed  by  the 
imanimous  fenfe  of  the  nation,  that  a  gentleman 
without  courage  degrades  himfelf,  and  is  not  wor- 
thy to  breathe  the  common  air.  All  the  Romans 
-were  bred  iip  in  thofe  fentiments^  and  th^  peo- 
ple difputed  with  the  nobles  who  fhpuld  aft  moft 
up  to  thofe  vigourous  maxims*  During  the  beft 
times  of  Rome,  infancy  itfelf  was  inurea  to  hard«* 
Ihip:  nothing  elfe  was  there  to  be  heard  but  thd 
greatnefs  of  the    Roman  nztnt.    They  were 

I  i  obliged 
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obliged  to  go  to  war  when  ttie  republic  conv 
manded  It^  and  to  toil  without  ceafing,  to  encamp 
winter  and  funimer,  to  obey  without  refiftance, 
to  die  or  to  conquer.  Fathers  who  trained  not 
up  their  children  in  thefe  principles,  and  fo  as  to 
render  them  fit  for.the  feryice  of  the  ftate,  were 
called  to  an  account  before  the  magiftrates,  and 
brought  in  guilty  of  bigh-treafon  againft  the  pub- 
lic. When  things  have  once  got  mto  this  way, 
great  men  make  one  another;  and  if  Rome  pro- 
duced more  than  any  other  city  before  her,  it 
was  not  at  all  by  chance :  but  that  the  Roman 
ftate,  conftituted  in  the  manner  we  have  feen,  was, 
fo  to  fpeak,  of  a  complexion  necedarily  the  moft 
fruitful  in  heroes. 

.  A  ftate,  which  ifimls  itfelf  thus  formed^  finds 
itfelf  alfo,  at  the  fame  time,  of  an  incomparable 
ftrength,  and  neverthinks  itfelf  without  refource. 
And  fo  do  we  fee  that  the  Romans  never  defpair- 
ed  of  their  affairs ;  neither  when  Porfenna,  king 
of  Etruria,  ftarved  them  within  their  walls  ^  nor 
when  the  Gauls,  after  burning  their  city,  over- 
run their  whole  country, .  and  kept  them  cooped 
up  in  the  Gapitol ;  nor  when  Pyrrhus,  king  of 
Epirus,  aS  expert  as  enterprizing,  terrified  them 
with  his  elephants,  and  defeated  ^11  their  armies; 
nor  when  Hannibal,  already  fo  many  times  con- 
queror, killed  them  above  fifty  thoufand  of  their 
beft  foldiery  in  the  battle  of  Cannas. 

Then  it  was  that  the  eonful  Terentius  Varro, 
who  had  juft  loft,  through  his  own  fault,  fo 
great  a  battle,  was  received  at  Rome  as  if  he  had 
been  vidorious,  only  becaufr,  in  fo  great  a  dif- 
after,  he  had   not  defp^ired  of  the  republic's 

affairs. 
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affairs.     The.  fenate  thanked  him  publicly  for 

it,   and  frorh.  that  hionient^efolved^  according 

to  th6  anfcient  maxims^  to  hearken,  in  that  their  • 

fad  fitu^tionj  to   no  ptopofals  of  peace.     The 

enemy  Was  ftruck  with  aftonifhment ;  the  peo* 

pie  again  topk  hfeart^  and  imagined  they  hadftill  • 

tome  refource^j  which  the  fenate  by  its  prudence 

Was  acquainted  with*  ^ 

In  fad^  that  conftancy  of  the  fenate,  amidft 
fo  many  misfortunes, .  which  happened  one  aftei* 
another,  proceeded  not  fo  much  from  an  <^fti- 
nate  refolution  of  never  yielding  to  fortune^  as 
from  a  profound  knowledge  6f  the  Roman 
ftrength,,  and  of  that  of  the  enemy*  Rome 
knew  by  her  Cenfus^  that  is^  by  the  roll  of  her 
citizens,  ever  exaftly  continued  down  from  Ser- 
yius  TuUius ;  (he  knew,  I  fay,  all  the  citizens 
flie  had  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  what 
flie  might  exped  from  the  youth  daily  growing 
up.  Thus  fhe  hufbanded  her  ftrength,  againft 
an  eniemy^  who  came  from  the  borders  of  Afric,  ^ 
whohfi  time  muft  deftroy  of  itfelf  in  a  foreign 
country,  where  fUccoUrs  were  fo  tardy,  and  to 
whom  his  very  vidories,  which  coft  him  fo 
much  blood,  muft  prove  fatal.  Therefore . 
whatever  lofs  had  happened,  the  fenate,  being . 
always  apprized  of  what  good  foldiers  were  left, 
had  only  to  prolong  the  time,  and  never  fuffer- 
ed  itfelf  to  be  difmayed.  When  by  the  defeat 
of  Cannae,  and  by  the  revolt  that  followed 
thereupon,  it  faw  the  republic's  forces  fo  di- 
miniflied,  that  there  could  hardly  have  been 
made  any  defence,  had  the  enemy  puihed  for-^ 
wardj  it  fupported  itfelf  by  its  fpirit,  and  with-  . 

I   I    2  out 
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out  troubling  itfelf  about  its  lofles,  fet  itfelf  td 
watch  the  mdtions  6f  the  viftor.  As  foon  as  it 
Was  perceived,  that  Hannibal,  inftead  of  pur- 
fuing  his  vi(5lory>  thought  of  nothing  for  fome 
time  but  enjoying  it,  the  fenate  took  frefh  cou- 
rage, and  faw  plainly,  that  an  enemy  capable  of 
balking  his  fortune,  and  of  fufFering  himfelf  to 
be  dazzled  by  his  great  fuccefles,  was  not  bom 
to  overcome  the  Komans.  From  that  time 
Rome  performed  Haily  the  greateft  enterprizcs  j 
and  Hannibal,  fkilful,  courageous,  vidlorious  as 
he  was,  could  not  hold  out  againft  her. 

'Tis  eafy  to  judge,  by  this  fingle  event,  with 
whom  the  advantage  at  laft  muft  remain.     Han- 
ftibal,  flufhed  with  his  great  fuccefles,   thought 
the  taking   of  Rome  too  eafy  a  matter,  and  fa 
grew  remifs.     Rome,  amidfl:  her   difafters,   loft 
neither,  colirage  nor  confidence,  but  undertook 
greater  things  than  ever.     It  was  prefently  afto: 
the  overthrow  at  Cannae,  that  (he  befieged  Syra* 
cufe  and  Capua,  one  of  which  had  been  unfaith- 
ftfl  to  treaties,  and  the  other  had  withdrawn  its 
ailegiancc,     Syracufe  could  defend  herfelf,   nei- 
ther by  her  fortifications,  nor  by  the  inventions 
of  her  Archimedes.     Hannibal's  vidorious  army 
ckme  vainly  to  the  relief  of  Capua.     But  the 
Romans  f6rced  that  captain  to  raife  the  fiege  of 
Nola.     A  little  after,  the  Carthaginians  defeated 
and  killed  the  two  Scipio's  in  Spain.     In  that 
-    whole  war,  there  had  nothing  happened  more 
fenfibly  aflfefting,  nor  more  fatal  to  the  Romans. 
Their  lofs  made   them  exert^their  laft  efforts  ; 
young  Scipio,  fon  to  one  of  thofe  generals,  not 
contented  with  retrieving  the  Roman  affairs  in 

.  Spain, 
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Spain,  went  and  carried  the  war  to  the  Cartha* 
ginians,  into  their  own  city,  and  fi;ave  the  finiih-f 
ing  ftroke  to  their  empire.  ^ 

The  ftate  of  that  city^id  not  permit  that  Scl-^ 
pio  Ihould  find  the  fame  refiftance  there,  that 
HanniVal  met  with  from  Rome  j  and  of  this  you 
will  be  convinced,  if  you  look  but  a  little  into 
the  conftitutioh  of  the  two  cities. 

Rome  was  in  its  vigour  •,  and  Carthage^  which  Polyb.  i.  y 
had  begun  to  decline,  was  only  fupport^d  by  ^*'  ^?'  ^^' 
Hannibal.  Rome  had  an  united  fenate,  and  a^ 
this  time  precifely  prevailed  that  unanimity  fo 
conunended  in  the  \book  of  Maccafcees.  The 
fenate  of  Carthage*  was  divided  by  old  irrecpn-» 
cilable  faftions ;  ^and  Hannibal's  overthrow  had 
been  matter  of  joy  to  the  moft  confiderable  par^ 
of  the  great  lords.  Rortre,  ftill  poor,  atjd.atr 
tached  to  agriculture,  bred  up  an  excellent  (oldU 
cry,  who  breathed  nothing  but  glory,  and  whofe 
fole  ambition  was  to  raife  the  R.oman  name, 
.  Carthage,  enriched  by  her  trade,  faw  all  her  citi-? 
zens  attached  to  their  riches,  and  no  wife  exer-? 
cifed  in  war  :  whereas  the  Roman  armies  were 
almoft  all  compofed  of  citizens^  Carthage  on 
the  contrary  held  it  as  a  }naxlm,  to  have  none 
but  foreign  troops,  oftentimes  as  much  to  be 
feared  by  their  payrmafters,  as  by  thofe  againft 
whom  they  are  employed , 

Thefe  defeds  proceeded  partly  from  the  firft 
inftitution  of  the  republic  of  Carthage,  and  had 
partly  introduced   themfelves  with  time,     Car^ 
thage  was   ever  fond   pf  riches,  and  -AriftotleArift,PQj,}^ 
accufes  her  of  being  fo  wedded  to  them,   as  to"* 

§iye  her  ci^jen^  occafion  of  preferring  them  to 

I  J  3  virtue^ 
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virtue.  By  this  means  a  republic  quite  cut  out 
*  for  war,  as  theji^fame  Ariftotle  obferves,  came  at 
length  to  negleft  the  exercife  of  it.  That  philo- 
fopher  does  not  cenfuce'Jier  for  employing  only 
foreign  troops ;  and  fo  it  is  to  be  thought  fhe  did 
not  fall,  till  long  after,  into  this  error.  But 
riches  lead  a  mercantile  ftate  naturally  to  it :  men 
chufe  to  enjoy  their  fortunes,  and  think  to  find 
every  thing  in  their  money.  Carthage  fancied 
herfelf  ftrong,  becaufe  fhe  had  many  fbldiers ; 
and  had  not  been  able  to  learn,  by  fo  many  re- 
volts, which  jftie  had  met  with  in  the" latter,  times, 
'  that  there  4s  nothing  more  unfortunate  than  a 
ftate  which  is  fupported  only*  by  foreigners,  in 
whom  is  to  be  found  neither  z^al,  fecurity,  nor 
obedience. 

It  is  true,  the  great?genius  of  Hannibal  feemed 
Polylf.xi.  1 7' to  .have  remedied  the  defefts  of  his  republic.  It 
is  looked  upon  as  next  to  a  prodigy,  that,  in  a 
foreign  country,  and  during  full  fixteeg  years^  he 
never  found,  not  to  fay  a  fedition,  but  even  a 
murmur,  in  an  army  wholly  made  up  of  diffe- 
rent natipns,  who,  without  underftanding  one 
another,  agreed  fo  well  in  underftanding  the  or- 
ders of  their  general.  But  all  HannibaPs  fkiU 
could  not  fupport  Carthage,  when,  being  attacked 
'  within  her  walls  by  fuch  a  general  as  Scipio,  flic 
found  herfelf  without  forces.  She  mtift  needs 
recal  Hannibal,  who  had  no  troops  left  but  fuch 
as  were  weakened  more  by  their  own  viftories 
than  by  thofe  of  the  Romans,  and  who  compleat^^ 
ed  their  ruin  by  the  length  of  the"*  march.  So 
Hannibal  was  beaten,  and  Carthage,  formerly 
iniftrefs  of  all  Afric,  of  the  Mediterranean,  and 

of 
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of  the  whole  commerce  of  the  world,  was  forced 
to  fubmit  to  the  yoke  that  Scipto  impofed  upon 
her. 

Such  was  the  glorious  fruit  of  the  Roman  pst- 
tiencel  People,  who  gathered  refolution  and 
ftrength  in  their  misfortunes,  had  great  reafon 
to  think  that ,  all  was  fafe,  when  hope  was  not 
loft  ;  and  Polybius  hath  very  well  concluded, 
that  Carthage  muft  kt  length  do  homage  to 
Rome,  by  the  very  nature  of  the  two  repub- 
lics. 

'  Now,  had  the  Ronftns  made  u{e  of  thofe 
great  qualities,  political  and  military,  only  to 
preferve  their  dominions  in  peace,  or  to  protecft 
their  opprefled  allies,  as  they  pretended,  they 
would  be  as  commendable-for  their  equity,  as 
for  their  valour  and  prudence.  But  when  they 
had  tafted  the  fweets  of  vidory,  they  would 
have  every  thing  to  yield  to  them,  and  afpired 
at  nothing  lefs  than  firft  to  give  laws  to  their 
neighbours,  and  afterwards  to  the  whole  world.- 
In  order  to  compafs  this  end,  they  knew  per- 
fedly  how  to  preferve  their  allies,  to  unite  them 
together,^o  fow  difcord  and  jealoufy  among  their 
enemies,  to  penetrate  into  their  counfels,  to  diC* 
cover  their  intelligences,  and  to  prevent  their 
defigns. 

•  They  watched  not  only  the  motions  of  their 
enemies,  but  alfo  the  whole  progrefs  of  their 
neighbours ;  being  particularly  ftudious  either 
to  divide,  or  fome  other  way  to  counterbalance 
the  powers  that  grew  too  formidable,  or  were 
too  great  pbfta^ks  to  their  conquefts, 

3a 
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poiyb.  1. 63.      So  the  Grecians  were  in  the  wrong,  to  ima^ 

;ine,  in  Polybius*s  time,  that  Rome  aggrandized 
lerfelf  rather  by  chance  than  by  conduft.     They 
were  top  fond  of  their  own  nation,  and  top 
jealous  of  the  people  whom  they  perceived  ri*: 
ling  above  them  ;  or  perhaps  feeing  at  a  diftance 
the  Roman  empire  advancing  fo  faft,  without 
jFathoming  the  couhfels  by  which  that  great  body 
moved,  they  attributed  toifcha^ce,  as  the  cuftoiQ 
of  men  is,  the  efFefts  whereof  the  caufes  wcrq 
unknown  to, them.     But  Polybiys,  -^^hofe  xnti- 
inate  familiarity  with  the  Romans  made  him  get 
fo  far  into  the  fecret  of  their  affairs,  and  who  fo 
narrowly  obferyed  the  Roman  policy  during  the 
Punic  wars,  was  more  equitable  than  the  other. 
Grecians,  and  f^w  that  Rome's  conquefts   were 
the  confcquence  of  a  well  digpfted  defign.     For 
he  faw  the  Romans,  from  the  middle  of  the 
Mediterranean,  carry  their  views  to  all  the  coim- 
tries  round  about,  as  far  as  the  Spains  and  Sy- 
ria ;  obferve  what  was   paffing  j  advance  regu- 
larly, and  ftep  by  ftep ;  f^cure  their  dominion, 
before  they  extended  it  j  not  burden  themfelves 
with  too  many  affairs  j  diffemble  fome  tkncy  and 
then  declare  them^lVes  at  a  fit  ppportunity;  wait 
till  Hannibal,  was  conquered,  for  the  difarmingof 
Philip,  king  of  MacedQn,who  had  favoured  himj 
after  having  begun  the  affair,  iiever  to  be  weary, 
nor  fatisfied,  until  it  was  completely  done ;  not 
allow  the  Macedonians  a  mo|nent*s  time  to  re- 
coiled themfelves  ;  and  after  having  vanquifhed 
them,  reftore  by  a  public  decree  to  Greece,  that 
had  been  fo  long  captive,   the  liberty  fhe  nq 
longer  dreamt  of^ ;    by   this  means  to  i(pread 

terror*. 
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terror  on  one  hand,  and  on  the  other  a  venera-r 
jtion  of  their  name  :  thi3  was  fufficient  to  con^ 
elude,  that  the  Romans  advanced  not  to  the 
jconqueft'of  the  world  by  chance,  but  by  con- 
jduft. 

This  is  what  Polybius  faw  in  the  days  of  the  Dion,  Hal. 
progrefs  of  Rome.     Dionyfius,  the  Halicarnaf-Aj^t- i^pp- 14 
fian,  who  wrote  after  the  eftablifhment  of  the"* 
empire,  and  .  in   the  time   of  Auguftus,    hath 
drawn  the  fame  conclusion,  by  refuming,  from 
their  origin,  the  ancient  inftitution%  of  the  re- 
public, fo  proper  in  their  own  nature  to  form 
an  invincible  and  ruling  people.     You  have  feen 
enough  of  them  to  enter  into  the  fentiments  of 
thofe  wife  hiftorlans,  aiid   to  fpondemn  Plutarch,  Pint.  Lib.  de 
who,  being  al\yays   too  partial  to  his  Grecians,  ^*^*|-  ^^^!v^ 
afcribei  to  fortune  alone  the  Roman  greatnefs,         ' 
^d  to  virtue  alone  that  of  Alexander* 

But  the  more  thofe  hiftorians  fhew  of  defign 
in  Rome*s  conquefts,  the  more  dp  they  exhibit 
injuftice  in  them.  This  vice  is  infeparable  fron^ 
the  defire  of  rule,  "which  alfo  for  that  reafon  is 
jiiftly  condemned  by  the  precepts  of  the  Gofpel. 
But  pliilofpphy  alone  is  fufficient  to  make  us  un- 
derftand,  that  ftrength  is  given  us  in  order  to 
preferye  our.  property,  and  not  to  ufurp  that  of 
others,  Cicero  hath  acknowledged  this^  and  the  cic.  de  Off.iii. 
rules  he  hath  given  for  the  making  of  war  are  a 
inanifeft  condemnation  of  the  condu<ft  of  the 
Romans, 

It   is  true  they  appeared  pretty  equitable  at 
the  beginning  of  their  commonwealth.     They 
feemed  willing  themfelves    to    moderate    their. 
warlike  humour,  by    confining   it    within    the 

bounds 
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bounds  which,  equity^  prefcribed.     What  could 

be  more   excellent,    or   more'  facred^    than   the 

college  of  Feciales  or  Heralds,  whether  founded 

Pion.  Hal.  ii.^y  >}unia^  as  Dionyfius,  the  Halicarnafllan,  af- 

TitXiv.  i.'ja.firms,  or  by  Ancus  Martius,  as  Livy  will  have 
it. .  This  council  was  eftabliflied  to  judge  whe-> 
ther  a  war  was  juft :  before  th€  fenate  propofed 

.  it,  or  the  people  refolved  it,  this  enquiry  into  the 
equity  always  took  place.  When  |Jie  juftice  of 
the  war  was  acknowledged,  the  fenate  concerted 
its  meafuroi^  for  undertaking  it :  but  firft  of  all 
they  fent  to  demand  in  form  of  the  ufurper,  reftir 
tution  vof  the  premifes  unjuftly  feized  upon,  and 
never  came  to  extremities,  till  after  having  tried 
all  fair  means,  Mk  blefled  inftftution,  if  ever 
there  was  one !  and  which  may  put  Chriftians  to 
the  blufh,  whom  a  God,  come  into  the  world  to 
pacify  all  things,  hath  not  been  able  to  infpire 
with  charity  and  peace.  But  what  avail  the  beft 
inftitutions,  when  at  length  they  degenerate  into 
mere  ceremonies  ^  The  fweets  of  conquering  and 
commanding  foon  corrupted  in  the  Romans  what 
honefty,  natural  equity,  had  given  them.  The  de^ 
liberations  of  the  Feciales  came  to  be  but  an  ufe^ 
lefs  formality  among  them  \  and  although  they 
exercifed  towards  their  greateft  enemies  a<5ls  of 
the  high'eft  equity,  and  even  clemency,  ambi- 
tion fuffered  not  juftice  to  reign  iri  their  coun- 
fels. 

Moreover,    their  unjuft   practices    were   {o 

•  much  the  more  dangerous,  the  better  they  knew 
how  to  palliate  them  with  the  fpecious  pretext  of 
equity,  and  that  they  infenfibly  brought  kings 

?n4 
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and     nations   into  fervitude,   under    colour  of 
proteding  and  defending  th6m. 

Let  us  add  to  this,  that  they''  were  cruel  to 
thofe  who  refifted  them :  anotherj  quality  pretty 
natural  to  conquerors,  who  know  that  the  panic 
gains  more  than  the  half  of  the  conquefts.  Muft 
power  be  <icJ|uired  at  this  price,  and  is  com- 
mand fo  fweet,  that  men  fhould  chufe  to  pur- 
chafe  it  by  fo  inhuman  actions !  The  Romans,  Pol.  x,  i j> 
to  fpread  terror  all  around,  afFefted  to  leave 
dreadful  fpeftacles  of  cruelty  in  the  cities  they 
had  taken,  and  to  appear  mercilef?  to  fuch  as 
waited  force ;  without  ^ven  fparing,  kings,  whom 
they  put  barbaroufly  to  death,  after  leading  them 
in  triumph  loaded  with  chains,  and  dragged  after 
their  chariots  like  flaves. 

But  if  they  were  cruel  and  unjuft  in  order  to 
conquer,  they  governed  with  equity  the  fubdued 
nations.  They  endeavoured  to  make  their 
government  relifhed  by  the  fubjeded  people, 
and  thought  this  the  beft  means  or  fecuring  their 
conquefts.  The  fenate  were  a  check  upon  the 
governors,*anddidjuftice  to  the  people. ,  That 
court  was  regarded  as  the  refuge  of  the  oppre/T- 
ed  -,  and  indeed  extortion  and  violence  were  not 
known  among  the  Romans  till  the  latter  days  of 
the  commonwealth,  and  the  moderation  of  their  ' 
magiftrates  was  admired  over  all  the  earth. 

This  was  therefore  none  of /thofe  brutal  and 
avaricious  conquerors,  who  breathe  nothing  but 
plunder,  or  eftablifh  their  dominion  on  the  ruin 
of  the  conquered  countries.  The  Romans  bet- 
tered all  thofe  they  took,  by  making  to  flpurifh 
in  them  juftice^  agriculture,  commerce,  the  arts  ^ 

alfo 
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tlfo  and  fciences,  after  they  had  once  got  a  reli/h 
for  them. 

This  it  was  that  gave  them  the  moftflourilh-. 
ing,  and  bcft  eftabliftied,  as  well  as  the  moft  ex^ 
ttnGvc  empire  that  ever  was.  From  Euphrates 
and  Tanais  to  Hercules*s  Pillars,  and  the  Atlan- 
tic ocean,  all  lands  and  feas  obeyed^'tljem ;  from 
the  middle,  and,  as  if  were,  the  centre  of  the 
Mediterranean,  they  included  the  whole  extent 
of  that  fea,  penetrating  far  and  wide  into  all  the 
ftates  round  about,  and  keeping  it  as  the  inter- 
piediate  communication  of  their  empire.  We 
are  ft  ill  frightened,  when^we  <onfider,  that  the 
nations  which  make  now  fo  formidable  kingdoms, 
dll  the  Gauls,  all  the  Spains,  almoft  all  Great- 
Britain,  Ulyria  as  far  as  the  Danube,  Germany  to 
the  Elbe,  Afric  to  its  dreadful  and  impenetrable 
defarts,  Greece,  Thrace,  Syria,  Egypt,  all  the 
Icingdoms  of  the  Leffer  Afia;  alfo  thofe  which 
are  contained  between  the  Euxinc  and  Cafpian 
,  ieas,  and  others,  whiph  perhaps  I  forget,  or  chufc 
not  to  mention,  were  during  many  ages  no  more 
than  Raman  provinces.  All  the  nations  of  our 
world,  even  to  the  moft  barbarous,  have  revc- 
fenced  their  power ;  and  the  Romans  eftablilhed 
almoft  every  where  laws  and  politenefe  together 
with  their  empire, 

*Tis  a  ^rt  of  prodigy,  that  in  ^  yaft  an  em- 
pire, which  comprehended  fib  many  nations  and 
Kingdoms,  the  people  ihould  have  been  fo  obe- 
dient, and  revolts  f^  rare.  The  Roman  policy 
had  taken  care  of  this  by  divers  methods,  wMkh 
I  muft  explain  to  you  in  a  few  words, 
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The  Roman  colonies  fettled  in  all  quarters  of 
the  empire,  produced  two  admirable  effedls  2' 
one,  that  of  ridding  the  city  of  a  great  number 
of  citizens,  and  moft  of  them  poor ;  the  other^ 
that  of  guarding  the  principal  pofts,  and  ac- 
cuftoming  by  degrees  foreign  nations  to  the  Ro* 
man  manners, 

Thefe  colonies,  which  carried  their  privileges 
along  with  them,  remained  ftill  annexed  to  the 
body  of  the  commonwealth^  and  peopled  the 
whole  Roman  empire..        ^       ,  ^ 

But  befides  the  colonies,  a  great  number  of 
cities  obtained  for  their  citizens  the  right  of 
Roman  denizens  ;  and  being  united  by  their  in- 
tereft  to  the  ruling  peopfe,  they  kept  the  neigh- 
bouring cities  in  their  duty. 

Theconfequence  was  at  lengthjthat  all  thefub* 
jefts  of  the  empire  thought  themfelves  Romans. 
.  The  honours  of  the  viftorious  people  communica-^ 
ted  themfelyes  by  degrees  to  the  vanquifhed;  the 
fenate  was  open  to  them,  and  they  might  afpirc 
even  to  the  empire^  Thus,  by  the  Roman  cle- 
mency, all  nations  were  but  one  nation,  ^and 
Rome  was  looked  upon  as  their  common  coun- 
try. 

How  greatly  were  navigation  and  commerce 
facilitated,  by    that  wonderful  union  of  all  the., 
nations  of  the  world,  under  one  and  the  fame 
empire!     The  Roman  fociety   included  every 
thing,    and  excepting  fome  frontiers  molefted^ 
fometimes  by  their   neighbours,  all   the  reft  of 
the  world  enjoyed  a  profound  peace.     Neither:^ 
Greece,   nor  Afia  Minor,  nor  Syria,  nor  Egypt,  ^ 
nor  in  fliort  moil  of  the  other  provinces, .  were : 
^  ever 
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ever  without  war,  but  under  the  Roman  'em* 
pire ;  and  it  is  eafy-  to  apprehend;  that  lo  agree-* 
able  an  intercouffe  of  nations  ftiuft  ferve  to 
*  maintain  concord  and  obedience  in  the  whole 
body  of  the  empire. 

:    The  legions  diftributed  for  the  guard  of  the 
'  frontiers,  by   defending   it  without,  (ecured  it 

within.     It  was  not  the  cuftom  of  the   Romans 
to  have  citadels  in  thjeir  ftrong  places^  nor  to  for* 
'  tify  their  frontiers  ;  and  I  fearce  find    this  care 

begin  till  under  Valentinian  L-  Before  that  time^ 
they  placed  the  ftrength  and  fecurity  of  the 
empire  folely  in  the  troops,  which  wxre  (b  dif» 
pofed  that  they  fupported  one  another.  Be- 
fides,  as  they  nad  orders  always  to  lie  encamp- 
ed, the  towns  were  no  wife  incommoded  by 
them,  and  the  difcipline  did  not  permit  the 
foldicrs  to  flraggle  over  the  country.  Thus  the 
/  Roman  armies  difturbed  neither  trade  nor  til- 

lage. They  formed  in  their "  camps  a  fort  of 
city,  which  differed  nothing  from  others,  but 
in  that  labours  there  were  continual,  difcipline 
more  fevere,  and  the  command  fleady.  They 
were*  always  ready  for  the  fmallefl  motion ;  and 
it  was  fufficient  to  keep  the  people  in  their  duty, 
only  to  fhew  them  in  their  ^neighbourhood  that 
invincible  foldiery. 

But  nothing  fo  much  maintained  the  peace  of 
the  empire  as  the  order  of  juftice*  The  anci- 
ent republic  had  eflablifhed  it ;  the  emperors  and 
fages  explained  it  ypon  the  fame  foundations ; 
all  the  people,  even  the  moft  barbarous,  regard- 
ed  it  with  admiration ;  and  thereby  was  it  chiefly, 
that  the  Romans  were  judged  worthy  to  be  maf* 

•  -         tcrs 
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ters  of  the  world.  In  fine,  if  the  Roman  laws 
have  appeared  fo  facred,  that  their  majcfty  fti  1 
Tubfifts,  notWithftanding  the  ruin  of  the  empire, 
*tis  becauifc  good  fehfe,. which  controuls  human 
life,  reigns  throughout  the  whole,  and  that  there  -' 

is  no  where  to  be  found  a  finer  application  6f  the 
principles  of  natural  equity. 

Notwithftanding  this  greatnefs  of  the  Roman' 
name,  notwithftanding  the  profound  policy,  andr ' 
air  the  fine  inftitutions  of  that  famous  republic, 
fhe  bore  in  her^ofom  the  caufe  of  her  ruin,  in 
the  perpetual  jealoufy  of  the  people  againft  the 
fenate,  or  rather   of  the  Plebeians  againft  the  .♦ 

Patricians.  Romulus  had  eftabliihed  this  dif-Dion.  Hal.  il. 
tind:ion.  It  was  fit  that  the  kings  fhould  have 
ibme  diftinguilhed  perfons,  whom  they  might 
attach  to  their  perfon  by  particular  ties,  and  by 
whom  they  might  govern  the  reft  of  the  peo- 
ple. For  this  purpofe  did  Romulus  feleA  the 
Fathers,  of  whom  he  formed  the  body  of  the 
Senate  :  (o  they  were  called,  on  account  of  their 
dignity  and  age  ;  and  from  them  {prung  after-ibid. 
wards  the  Patrician  families.  Moreover,  what- 
ever power  Romulus  referved  to  the  people,  he 
had  made  the  Plebeians  in  many  refpedls  de- 
pendent on  the  Patricians  -,  and  that  fubordina- 
tion  neceiary  to  the  royalty  had  been  pref^rved 
not  only  under  the  kings,  but  alfo  in  the  repub- 
lic. It  was  from  among  the  Patricians  that  the 
fenators  were  always  taken.     To  the  Patricians 

^    belonged  employments,    commands,    dignkies^ 
even  that  of  the  priefthood  •,  and  the  Fathers, 

'•   who  had  been   the  authors  of  liberty,  did  not 
part  with  their  prerogatives.    But  jealoufy  foon 

took 
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took  place  between  the  two  orders.  For  I  need 
not  here  mention  the  Roman  Knights,  a  third 
order,  as  it  were  a  middle  rank  between  the 
Patricians  and  petty  people^  who  joined  feme- 
times  one  fide,  fometimes  the  other.  It  was 
therefore  between  thefe  two  orders  that  jealoufy 
arofe  :  it  revived  on  various  oecafions  5  but  the 
profound  caufe  that  kept  it  alive  was  the  lov^ 
of  liberty. 

The  fundamental  maxim  of  the  republic  was^ 
to  confider  libertyias  a  thing  infeparable  from  the 
Roman  name.  A  people  bred  up  in  this  Ipirit^ 
or,  to  fay  more,  a  people,  who  believed  itfelf 
born  to  command  other  nations,  and  whom  Vir* 
gil,  for  that  reafon,  calls  fo  nobly,  populum  re- 
^enij  or  a  people  king,  would  receive  laws  from 
none  but  itfelf 

The  authority  of  the  fenate  was  judged  neccf* 
fary  to  moderate  the  public  councils,  which, 
without  that  qualifier,  would  have  been  too. 
tumultuous.  But  in  the  main,  it  lay  in  the  pec- 
pic  to  give  commands,  to  enaft  laws,  to  deter- 
mine peace  and  war*  '  A  people,  who  enjoyed 
the  moft  eflfential  rights  of  royalty,  entered  ill 
fome  fort  into  the  humour  of  kings.  They  were 
very  Avilling  to  be  counfelled,  but  would  not  be 
controviled,  by  the  fenate.  Whoevel?  appeared 
too  imperious,  whoever  exalted  himfelf  above 
others,  in  a  word, .  whoever  violated,  or  feemed 
to  violate,  the  equality  required  in  a  free  ftate< 
became  fofpeded  by  that  delicate  people.  The 
love  of  liberty,  of  glory,  and  of  conquefts,  ren- 
'  dered  iuch  ipirits  hard  to  manage  -,  and  that 
ioldnefs,  which  prompted  them  to  attempt  every 
s  thing 
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thing  abroad,  could  not  fail  of  breeding  diflenfi- 
on  at  hbme. 

Thus  Rome,  fo  jealous  of  her  liberty,  through 
that  love  of  liberty  which  was  thfi  foundation  of 
her  ftate,  faw  divifion  take  pkce  amongft  all  the 
orders  whereof  ihe  was  compofed.  Hence  thofe 
furious  jealoufies  between  the  fenate  and  people, 
between  the  Patricians  and  Plebeians ;  the  one 
ftill  alledging,  that  exceffive  liberty  deftroys  it- 
felf  at  laft ;  and  the  other  fearing,  on  the  con- 
trary, left  power,  which  of  its  own  nature  is 
always  growing,  fhould  at  length  degenerate  in- 
to tyranny. 

Betwixt  thefe  two  extremes,  a  people,  in  other 
re(pe(5ls  fo  wife,  could  not  find  the^mean.  Pri- 
vate intereft,  v^hich  makes  thofe  of  any  fide 
carry  farther  than  they .  ought^  even  whit  they 
have  begun  for  the  public  good,  did  not  fufFer 
them  to  abide  by  moderate  counfels.  Ambitious 
and  reftlefs  foirits^  excited  jealoufies,  in  order  to 
make  their  acivantageofthemi  and  thoie  jealou- 
fies, fometimes  more  fecret,\fometimes  more 
open,  according  to  the  various  jundlures,  but  al- 
ways alive  in  the  bottom  of  their  hearts,  at  length 
oceafioned  that  great  revolution  whidh  happened 
in  the  time  of  Cefar,  and  the  others  that  fuc-  .    . 

ceedfed  it. 

It  will  be  eafy  for  you  to  difcover  all  their  -     vil. 
caufes,  if,  after  having  rightly  apprehended  the^'PJf^*^^-, 
humour  of  the  Romans,  and  the  conftitution  of,J^olutionT*  * 
their  commonwealth,  you  take  care  to  obfcrve  a«plaincd, 
certain  number  of  principal  events,  which,  though 
happening  at  pretty  diftant  times,  have  a  mani- 

K  k  feft 
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feft  connexion  with  each  other.     Here  you  have 
.  them  collejft^d  fcH*  your  greater  cafe. 

Romulus,  bred  up  in  war,  and  reputed  the 
fon  of  Mafs,  built  Rome,  and  peopled  it  with 
perfons  of  all  forts  gathered  together,  fhepherds, 
flaves,  robbers,  who  had  come  to  feek  freedom 
and  impunity  in  the  Afylum  he  had  opened  to 
all  comers  :  /there  came  fome  alfo  of  better  qua- 
lity, onij  of  J)ettcr  .charafter. 

He  trained  up  this  wild  people  in  the  {pint 
of  attempting  every  thing  by  force,  and  thcjr 
had  by  this  mtans  the  very  women  whom  diey 
•marriedfc 

By  degrees  lie  eftablifHed  order,  and  reftrain- 
cd  their  ipirijs-by  falutary  laws.     He  begun  with 
.    ieligion,  which,  -he  looke4  .upon  as  the  founck- 
.    (ion  of  ftates.     He  made  it  as  ferious  as  Iblemn, 
.  atid  a$  m6d,eft  as  the  darknefs  of  idolatry  would 
permit     Strange  religions  and  facrifices,    that 
were  not   ^ftablifhed  by  the   Roman  ciiftoins, 
were  forbidden.     This  law  was  afterwards  dif- 
penled  with;  but  it   was   Romulus's    intention 
that  it  fhould.  bo^ept,  and  indeed  fomething  of 
,  i^  was  always  retained. 
Dion. Hal. iL:.,  H^  fclcd^d  from  amongft  all  the  people  the 
beft  of  them,  to  form  the  public  council,  wHidi 
he  called  the  Senate.     Hq  ^qmpofed  it  of  two 
hundred  fenator^,  whofe  nurhber  was  alfo  after- 
wards augmented;  and  thence  fprung  the  noble 
families,   which    were   ftyled   Patrician.      The 
Others  h^d  the  name  o'f  Plebeians,  that  is,  com* 

man  people,  I 

The 
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The  fenate  was  to  digcft  and    propofc  all 
affairs :  fome  k  fettled  fovereignly  with  the  kingj 
.  but  the  more  general  were  referred  to  the .  deci* 
.  iion  of  the  people* 

Romulus,  In'  an  affembly  weire  a  great  florm 
fuddenly  arofe^  was  torn  to  pieces  by  the  fena-  ' 

tors,  who  thought  him  too  imperious^  and  the 
Ipirit  of  independence  begun  from  thence  to  ap- 
pear in  that  order^ 

To  appeafe  the  people,  who  loved  their  prince^ 
and  to  give  a  high  notion  of  the  city's  founder, 
the  fenators  gave  it  out^  that  the  Gods  had  taken  ^ 

him  up  into  heaven^  and  they  caufed  altars  to  be 
crefted  to  him.  • 

Numa  Pompilius,  the  fecond  king,  in  .a  lonjg 
and  profound  peace,  finiihed  the  forming  of  their 
manners,  and  the  fetding  of  religion  upon  the 
fame  foundations  which  Romulus  had  laid« 

Tullus  hoftilius  eftabliihedi  by  ftrid  reguU* 
tions,  military  difcipline,  and  the  orders  of  war, 
which  his  fucceflbr  Ancus  Martius  accompanied 
with  facred  ceremonies,  in  order  to  render  the 
martial  art  venerable  and  religious* 

After  him,  Tarquinius  Prifcus,  to  make  crea- 
tures, augnlented  the  number  of  fenators  to  three 
hundred,  where  they  remained  many  ages;  and 
he  begun  the  grand  works  which  were  to  promote 
the  public  conveniency. 

Servius  TuUius  projeAed  the,  eftabliihment, of 
a  commonjivealth,  under  the  command  of  two 
annual  magiftrates,  to  bef  chofen  by  the  peo-- 
pie. 

K  k  a  Irt 
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In  hatred  of  Tarquin  the  proud,  the  royalty 
Was  abolifhed,  with  horrid  execrations  agaiilft 
any  who  (hould  attempt  to  reftore  if;  and  Bru- 
tus mad6  the  people  fwear,  eternally  to  maintain 
their  liberty. 

The  memoirs  of  Servius  TuUius  were  fd- 
lowfed  In  this  revolution.  Confuls,  ele<5ted  by 
the  people  from  among  the  Patricians,  were 
made  equal  to  kings,  excepting  that  they  wetc 
two,  who  commanded  by  regular  turns,  and 
that  they  changed  yearly. 

CoUatinus,  named  conful  with  Brutus,  la 
hiring  been,  with  him,  the  author  of  liberty; 
though  hufband  to  Lucretia,  whofe  death  had 
given  bccafion  to  the  change,  and  more  con- 
cerned than  all  others  in  revenging  the  outrage 
fhe  had  received,  became  ^  fufpefted  perfon, 
becaufe  he  wis  of  the  royal  family,  and  fo  was 
Expelled. 

Valerius,  fubftituted  in  his  room,  upon  it- 
turning  from  an  expedition,  wherein  he  had  (fe- 
livered  his  country  from  the  Veientes  and  Etru- 
rians, was  fufpeded  by  the  people  of  afl5b<5tifig 
tyranny,  on  account  of  a  houfe  he  was  building 
upon  an  eminence.  Not  only  did  he  ftop  the 
building,  but  becoming  quite  popular,  though  a 
Patrician,  he  enaded  the  law  which  allows  an 
appeal  to  the  people,  and  appropriates  to  them 
*  in  certain  cafes  the  final  judgment. 

By  this  new  law  the  Confulaf  power  was  weak- 
ened in  its  origin,  and  the  people  extended  their 
privileges.  ; 

On  occafion  of  the  executions  for  debts,  prac- 
tifed  by  the  rich  againft  the  poor,  the  people, 

rifing 
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rlfing  up  againft  the  power  of  the  confuls  and 
fenate,  made  that  famous  retreat  to  mount 
Aventine. 

Nothing  was  talked  of  but  liberty  in  thofe  af-Bion.  HaJ,vl. 
femblies  \  and  the  Roman  people  did  not  think 
itfclf  free,  if  it  had  not  feme  lawful  ways  of 
withftanding  the  fenate.  There  was  a  neceffity 
to  grant  them  peculiar  magiftrates,  called  Tri- 
bunes of  the'  people,  who  fliould  have  power  tq 
affemble  them,  and  to  fecure  them  againft  the 
i^uthority  of  the  confuls,  either  by  oppofitiop  oj: 
appeal. 

Thofe  magiftrates,  to  get  into  credit,  nourilh- 
ed  the  divifion  between  the  two  orders,  and  ceaf- 
ed  not  to  flatter  the  people,  by  propofing,  that 
the  lands  of  the  conquered  countries,  or  the 
price  that  fhould  arife  from  their  fale,  fhould  be  ^ 
divided  amongft  the  citizens. 

The  fenate.  always  refolutely  oppofed  thofe 
laws  fo  deftrudive  of  the  ftate,  and  infifted,  that 
the  price  of  the  lands  ihould  be  awarded  to  the 
public  treafury. 

The  people  fufFered  themfelves  to  be  led  by 
their  feditious  magiftrates,  and  neverthelefs  prcr 
ferved  equity  enough  to  admire  the  virtue  of  the  ' 

great  men  who  withftood  them. 

Againft  thefe  domeftic  diflenfions,  the  fenate 
found  no  better  remedy,  than  continually  to 
ftart  new  occafions  of  foreign  wars,  Thefe  pre- 
vented divifions  from  being  carried  to  extremity, 
;md  re-united  the  orders  in  the  defence  of  their 

* 

country. 

So  long  as  the  wars  fucceed,  and  the  conquefts 
increafe,  the  jealoufies  are  renewed. 

K  k  3  The 
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The  two  parties,  tired  with  fb  riiany  diVHions, 
which  threatened  the  ruin  6f  the  ftate,  ^ree  to' 
•  make  laws  for  the  peace  of  both,  and  to  eftabliik 
the  equality  which  ought  to  prevail  in  a   fiee 
city. 

Each  of  the  orders  claims  aright  to  the  enad* 
ing  of  thofe  laws. 

,  The  jealoufy,  increafed  by  th'efe  pretenfions, 
makes  them  refolve  with  one  accord  to  fend  an 
ambafly  into  Greece,  to  inquire  into  the  inftitu- 
tions  of  the  cities  of  that  country,  and  e^cially 
the  laws  of  Solon,  which  were  the  moft  popular. 
The  laws  of  the  XII  Tables  are  enafted;  sind 
the  Decemvirs  who  digefted  thfcni  were  depri- 
ved of  the  power  they  abufed. 

Whilft  all  is  quiet,  and  To  equitkble  laws  fean 
to  fecure  the  public  peace  for  evier^'  difienfions  are 
rekindled  by  the  new  pretenfiorts  of  the  people, 
who  afpire  at  the  honours  and  confidfliip,  till 
then  referved  to  the  fir(lprder. 

The  law  for  admitting  them  to  ttiofe  dignities 
,  is  propofed.  Rather  than  debafe  the  confulihi^^ 
the  Fathers  confent  to  the  creation  of  three  new 
magiftrates,  who  fhall  have  the  authority  of  con*' 
fuls,  under  the  name  of  Military  Tribunes  ;  and 
the  people  is  admitted  to  this  honour. 

They,  contented  with  eftabliihing^  their  rights 
ufe  their  vidlory  with  moderation,  and  for  fbmc 
time  beftow  the  conunand  upon  Patricians 
only. 

After  long  difputes,  the  confulfhip  is  again  in 
queftion;  and  by  degrees  the  honours  become 
common  to  both  orders,  though  greater  regard 
is  always  had  to  Patricians  in  the  eicdions. 

The 
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The  wars  continue,  and  the  Romans,  after  five  App.  Praef. 
htindred  years,  fubjed:  the  Cifalpinc  Gauls,  theirop* 
principal  enemies,  and  all  Italy. 

Here  commence  the  Punic  wars ;  and  things 
come  to  fuch  a  height,  that  each  of  the  two  jea^ 
lous  nations,  think^^  it  cannot  ftand,  but  by  the 
fall  of  the  other. 

Rome,  upon  the  point  of  yielding,  is  chiefly 
fupported,  during  her  misfortunes,  by  the  con- 
ftancy  and  wifdom  of  the  (enate. 
'  At  laft  the  Roman  patience  gets  the  better : 
Hannibal  is  vanquifhcd,  and  Carthage  fubdued 
by  Scipio  Africanus* 

Viftorious  Rome  makes  prodigious  progrefs, 
during  two  hundred  years,  both  by  fea  and  land, 
atnd  reduces  the  whole  world  under  her  power. 

In  thefe  times,  and  fince  the  ruin  of  Carthage, 
the  offices,  whereof  the  dignity  as  well  as  profit 
increafed  with  the  empire,  were  ftickled  for  with 
fury.  The  ambitious  candidates  thought  of 
nothing  but  flattering  the  people,  and  the  con-  . 
cord  of  the  orders,  kept  up  by  the  bufinefs  of 
the  Punic  wars,  was  difturbed  more  than  ever, 
The  Gracchi  put  every  thing  in  confufion,  and 
their  feditious  propofals  were  the  begipui^g  of 
^U  the  civil  wars. 

^hen  men  begun  to  wear  arms,  and  to  aA  by  Va^  i, 
open  force  in  the  afiemblies  of  the  Ronian  peo- 
ple,' where  every  one  before  chofe  to  prevail  by    • 
lawful  methods  only,  and  with  liberty  of  opir 
hion. 

.  The  wife  conduft  of  the  fenate,  and  the  great 
wars  th^t  canie  uoon  them,  moderated  the 
Vqj1$,  '       ^ 

Mariv 


I 


5^4 


UNIVlERSAL    HISTORY. 


Marius,  a  Plebeian  and  a  good  foldicr,  with 
his  military  eloquence  and  feditious  harangues, 
wherein  he  was.  continually  attacking  the  pride 
of  the  nobles^  revived  the  jealoufy  of  the  people, 
and  rofe  by  thi^  means  to  the  higheft  honours.  . 
Sylla,  a  Patrician,  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
the  oppofite  party,  and  becanxcan  obje<%  of 
jealoufy  tp  Mariiis. 

Cabals  and  corruption  now  do  every  thing  at 
Rome.  The  love  of  her  country,  and  regard 
to  its  laws,  become  extinguiihed  there. 

To  crown  the  misfortunes,  the  wars  of  Afia 
teach  the  Romans  luxury^  and  increafe  their. 
avarice. 

At  this  time,  the  generals  begun  to  engrofe 
the  aiFedions  of  their  fpldicrs,  who  till  then  con- 
fidered  only  the  charafter  they  bore  of  public 
authority. 

Sylla,  in  the  war  againft  Mithridates,  fufFer- 
cd  his  fol4iers  to  enrich  themfelves,  in-order  to 
gain  them. 

Marius,  on  his  fide,  prppofed  to  his  parti<- 
fans  a  Aiare  of  both  money  and  lands. 

By  this  means,  being  mailers  of  their  troops, 
the  one  upon  pretence  of  fupporting  the  fenate, 
and  the  other  under  the  name  of  the  people, 
they  made  a  furious  war  upon  each  other  in  the 
yery  heart  of  the  city. 

The  party  of  Marius,  and  of  the  people,  was 
totally  overthrown,  and  Sylla  rendered  himfelf 
jibfolute  under  the  title  of  Di(9ator.     • 

He  made  dreadful  maflacres,  and  treated  the 
people  harfhly,  both  by  words  and  actions,  even 
|n  the  lawful  aflemblies. 

When 
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When  more  powerful,  and  better  eftablifhed 
than  ever,  he  reduced  himfelf  to.  a  private  life  5 
but  not  till  he  had  fliewn  that  the  Roman  peo- 
ple could  brook  z  maften 

Pompey,  whom  Sylla  had  raifed,  fucceeded 
to  great  part  of  his  power.  He  flattered  fome- 
times  the  people^  and  fbmetimes  the  fenate,  in 
order  to  eftablifh  hin^felf ;  but  his  inclination 
and  intereft  attached  him  at  length  to  the  latter 
party.  •        ' 

Conqueror  of  the  pirates,  the  Spains,  and 
the  whole  Eaft,  he  becomes  all  powerful  in 
the.  commoawealth,  and  particularly  in  the 
Senate. 

Cefar,  who  will  at  leafl:  be  his  eqUal,  turns 
to  the  fide  of  the  people,  and  imitating  in  his 
confulihip  the  moft  feditious  tribunes,  he  pro- 
pofes,  together  with  the  divifion  of  lands,  the 
moft  popular  laws  he  could  contrive.  ; 

The  conqueft  of  the  Gauls  carries  ta  the 
higheft  pitch, the  glory  and  power  of  Cefar. 

Pompey  and  he  unite  through  intereft,  and 
then  fall  out  through  jealoufy .  The  civil  war 
breaks  out.  Pompey  imagines  that  his  name 
alone  will  fupport  his  caufe,  and  negleds  him- 
felf. Cefar,  aftive  and  provident,  gets  the  vifto- 
ry,  and  renders  himfelf  mafter. 

He  makes  feveral  trials  to  fee  whether  the 
Romans  could  be  accuftomed  to  the  name  of 
King :  which  ferve  only  to  render  him  odious. 
To  aggravate  the  public  hatred,  the  fenate  de- 
crees him  honours,  till  then  unheard  of  in 
Rome :  fo  that  he  is  killed  in  full  fenate  as  a 
tyrant. 

Antony, 
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!  Antony,  his  creature,  who  chaxiced  to  be  con- 

ful  at  the  time  of  his  death,  ftirred  up  the  peo- 

;•  pie  againft  his  murderers.,  and  endeavoured  to 

take  advantage  of  the  troubles,  in  order  to  ufurp 

i  the  fovefeign  authority.     Lepidus,  who  had  alfo 

I  a  great  command  under  Cefar,  endeavoured  to 

mM^intaitt  it.  In  fine,  th,ef  young  Cefar,  at  the 
age  0^  nineteen,  undertook  to  revenge  hi?  fa* 
tiler's  des^ih,  and  fought  occafion  to  iucceed  to 
his  power. 

He  knew  how  to  ifbrye  his  own  intereft 
by  the  enemies  of  his  family,  and  by  his  very 
competitors. 

His  father's  troops  devote  themfelves  to  him, 
^uched  with  the  name  of  Cefar,  and  the  pro- 
4lglo^s  la^ geifes  he  made  them^ 
.  X.he  fenate  has  no  more  any  power  :  every 
^jng  i§  dqnt  by  force,  and  by  the  foldiers,  who 
^  are    at    the    fcrvice   of   whoever    gives    them 

SW>ft. 

In  thi?  fzt^  conuznfture,  -  the  triumvirate  de- 
ftroyed  all  that  Kome  was  breedhig  up  moft 
courageous  and  oppofite  to  tyranny.  Cefar  and 
Antony  defeated  Brutus  and  C  affius :  liberty  ex- 
pired with  them.  The  viftors,  after  ridding 
•  themfelve?  of  the  pjmy  L/epidus,  made  variou? 
agreements,  and  various  diyifions  of  power, 
wherein  Cefar,  as  being  th^  more  cunning,  find- 
ing always  meaais  tp  hay^  the  better  fhare,  gain- 
ed Romje  to  his  intereft,  and  got  the  upper  hand, 
Antony  attempt-s  in  vain  to  retrieve  himfelf,  and 
the  battle  of  Adium  fubjedls  ^  the  whole  e^ipire 
to  the  power  of  Auguftus  Cefar. 

Rome, 
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Rome,  tired  and  exhaufted  by  (b  many  civil 
wars^  in  order  to  have  forae  reft,  is  forced  to  re^ 
nounce  hei-  liberty. 

The  houfe  of  the  Cefars  fixing  in  itfelf,  under 
the  greatlname  of  Emperor,  the  command  of 
the  armies,  exercifes  an  abfolute  power. 

Rome  under  the  Cefars,  more  careful  to  pre- 
ftrve  than  extend  her  domain,  makes  hardly  any 
more  conquefts,  but  in  order  to  drive  out  the 
Barbstrians  who  attempted  to  get  into  the  em- 
pire.- 

At  the  death  of  Caligula,  the  fenate,  Upon 
the  point  of  reftoring  liberty  and  the  confular 
power,  is  prevtoted  by  the  military  people,  who 
will  have  a  perpetual  chidf,  and  that  their  chief 
to  be  niafter. 

.  In  the  revolts  caufed  by  the  violences  of  Ne- 
ro, each  army  choofes  an  emperor ;  and  the  mi-* 
litary  men  know  too  well,  that  'tis  theirs  to  be- 
ftow  the  empire. 

They  become  fo  outrageous  as  to  fell  it  pub- 
licly to  the  higheft  bidder,  and  accuftom  them- 
felves  to  ihake  off  the  yrfke.  With  obedience 
difcipline  is  loft.  The  good  princes  ftruggle  in 
vain  to  preferve  it,  and  their  zeal  to  maintain  the 
ancient  order  of  the  Roman  exercife  of  war, 
fcrves  only  to  expofe  them  to  the  fury  of  the  - 
ibldiers. 

In  the  changes  of  emperors,  each  army  at- 
tempting to  make  its  own,  there  happen  civil 
wars,  and  dreadful  mafikcres. 

Thus  the  empire  is  enervated  by  the  remiffnefs 
of  difcipline,  and  at  the  fame  time  waft«d  by  in-  " 

teftinewars, 

Amidft 
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Amidft  &}  many  diforders,  the  awe  and  majefty 
of  the  Roman  name  diminiihes.  The  often  van- 
quifhed  Parthians  become  formidable  on  the 
fide  of  the  Eaff,  under  the  ancient  name  of  Per- 
iians,  which  they  re-aflume ;  the  northern  na- 
tions, who  inhabited  cold  and  uncultivated  lands, 
attradked  by  the  beauty  and  richnefs  of  thofe  of 
the  empire,  attempt  an  entrance  into  it  on  all 
fides. 

One  man  is  no  longer  fufficient  to  bear  the 
burden  of  an  empire  fo  vaft,  and  Co  powerfully 
attacked. 

The  prodigious  multitude  of  wars,  and  the 
humour  of  the  foldiers,  who  would  be  headed  by 
none  but  Emperors  and  Cefars,  obliges  them  to 
be  multiplied. 

The  empire  Itfelf  being  looked  upon  as  an 
hereditary  eftate,  emperors  multiply  naturally  by 
the  multitude  of  the  children  of  the  princes. 

Marcus  Aurelius  aflbciates  his  brother  in  the 
empire.  Severus  makes  his  two  fons  emperors. 
The  exigency  of  affairs  obliges  Diocletian  tp 
divide  the  Eaft  and  Weft  between  himielf  and 
Maximian:  each  of  them,  overburdened,  ea&$ 
himfelf  by  choofing  two  Cefars. 

Through  this  multitude  of  Emperors  and  Ce- 
fars, the  ftate  is  burdened  with  an  exceflive 
charge,  the  body  of  the  empire  is  difunited,  and 
civil  wars  muhiply. 

Conft^ntine,  fon  of  the  emperot  Conftantius 
Chlorus,  divides  the  empire  as  an  heritage 
amongft  his  childien :  pofterity  follows  thefe  exr 
ampies,  fo  that  one  fingle  emperor  is  fcarce  any 
more  to  be  fecn. 

•  The 
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The  foftnefs  of  Honorius  and  Valcntiman  III. 
emperors  of  the  Weft,  makes  every  thing  go  to 
ruin. 

Italy  and  Rome  itfelf  are  facked  at  different 
times,  and  become  a  prey  to  Barbarians. 

The  whole  Weft  is  left  open  to  any  invaders. 
Afric  is  feized  upon  by  the  Vandals,  Spain  by 
the  Vifigoths,  Gaul  by  the  Francs,  Great-Britain 
by  the  Saxons,  Rome  and  Italy  itfelf  by  the 
Heruljans,  and  afterwards  by  the  Oftrogoths. 
The  Roman  :emperors  confine  themfelves  to  the 
lEaft,  and  abandon  tlie.  reft,  even  Rome  and 
Italy. 

The  empire  recovers  fome  ftrength  under 
Juftinian,  by.  the  bravery  of  Belifarius  and  Nar- 
fes.  Rome,  often  taken  and  retaken,  remains  at , 
laft  to  the  emperors.  The  Saracens,  grown  power- 
ful by  the  divifidn  of  their  neighbours,  and 
through  the  remiffnefs  of  the  emperors,  take  from 
them  the  greateft  part  of  the  Eaft,  and  harafs 
them  fo  on  that  fide,  that  they  think  of  Italy  no 
more.  The  Lombards  feize  upon  the  fineft  and 
richeft  provinces  there^  Rome,  teduced  to  ex- 
tremity by  their  continual  encroachments,  ind 
Undefended  by  her  emperors,  is  forced  to  throw 
herfelf  into  the  arms  of  the  French.  Pepin,  king 
of  France,  pafles  the  Alps,  and  reduces  the  Lom- 
bards. Charlemagne,  after  having  abolifhcd 
thfeir  .dominion,  caufes  himfelf  to  be  crowned 
king  of  Italy,  where  his  moderation  alone  pre- 
ferves  fome  fmall  remains  to  the  fucceflbrs  of  the 
Cefars»-,  and  in  the  eight  hundredth  year  of  oiir 
Lord,  being  eledled  emperor  by  the  Romans,  he 
foundeth  the  new  empire.     ^       .    .  ; 

It 
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It  is  now  eafy  for  yott  to  underftand  the 
caufes  of .  the  rife  and  fall  of  Rome. 

Yoii  fee  that  that  ftate,  founded  upon  war, 
Md  thereby  naturally  diipofed  to  encroach  upon 
its  neighbours,  brought  die  whole  world  under 
the  yoke,  by  having  carried  to  the  higheft  pitch 
policy  and  the  art  of  wai^. 

You  fee  the  caufes  .of  the  diviitoiis  of  the  re- 
public, and  at  laft  of  its  fall,  in  the  jealou&s 
of  its  citizens,  and  in  the  love  of  Kbelty,  driven 
to  an  intolerable  excefs  and  delicacy. 

No  more  have  you  any  difficulty  to  diftinguUh 
all  the  periods  of  Rome,  whether  you  choofe  jto 
confider  her  in  herfclf,  or  with  reference  to  other 
nations ;  and  you  fee  the  revolutions  that  mvA 
necdGurily  attend  the  fituatbn  of  zSsdrs  in  every 
period. 

In  herfelf,  you  .fee  her  at  the  befi^inning  in  a 
monarchical  ftate,  eftabliihed  according  -  to  I^r 
primitive  laws ;  afterwards  in  her  liberty;  and 
at  laft  fub}e(5ted  once  more  to  a  monarchical  go- 
vernmcnt,  but  by  force  and  violence. 

It  is  ^eafy  for  you  to  conceive  in  what  man- 
ner the  popular  flate  was  formed,  after  the  bt- 
ginnings  it  had  in  the  time  of  royalty  :  and  you 
.  lee  no  lefs  evidently,  how  in  liberty  were  gra- 
dually eftabliihed"^  the  foimdations  of  the  new 
monarchy. 

For  in  like  manner  as  you  have  fecn  the  fcheme 
of  the  republic  laid  in  the  monarchy  by  Servius 
TuUius,  who  gave  as  it  were  a  firft  tafte  of  li- 
berty to  the  Roman  people,  fo  you  have  obfer- 
v^d  that  the  tyranny  of  Sylla,  though  temporary, 
though  Ihort-lived,  ihewed  that  Rome^  notwith- 

ftanding 
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ftanciing  her  haughtinefs,  was  as  capable  of 
bearing  the  yoke,  'as  the  nations*  fhe- fteld^  in  fub- 
jcftion. 

To  know  what  that  furious  jealoufy^betwfeen 
the  orders  (uccfeflively  operated,  you  have  only 
to  diftirtguHh  the  times  'which  *I^have  exprefsly 
niarked  out  *  to  you ;  the  one,  whereJn  fhc-ffeo- 
ple  were  kept  within  certain  bounds  by  the  An- 
gers that  encompafled  tJiem  tMi^jflllfides ;  ind 
the  other,  when  having  hdthing  more  -to  fear 
from  abroad,  they  gave  themfdves -.up  without 
re^raint  to  thcfir  paffibn.  ' 

The  efiential  tharader  of  each- of  iicfe  two-  * 

periods  is,  that  in  the  one,  the  love  of  their 
country,  and  of  the  laws,  feftrained  the  fpirks  5 
and  that  in  the  other,  every  thing  was^  <fecided 
by  intereft  and  force* 

Hence  it  alfo  fqllowed,'  that '"in  the  -feft  of 
thefe  two  times,  Ferfbns  in  command, '  who 
afpired  at  honours  by  lawful  means,  kept  the 
foldiers  in  awe,  and  att^dhed  to -the  republic  ; 
whereas  in  the  other  period,  where  V-iolehce  ^ar- ' 
tied  every  thing,  ifiey  ftu^ed-  only  -how-to  =  in- 
dulge them,  in  order  to*  niake  themefpoufe 
their  defigns,  in  defiarice^  bf  the  authority  of  the 
fenate. 

By  this  laftftate  war -came  neceffarilyto  be  in 
Rome ;  and  becaufe  in  war,  where  laws  have 
no  longer  any  power,  force  alone  decides,  the 
ftrongeft  muft  needs  prove  mafter  ;  and  confe- 
quently  the  empire  revert  into  the  power '  of 
one. 

And  things  were  fadifpdfed'.to  it  of  them-Polyb.  vi-  r. 
felves,  that  Polybius,   who  lived  in  the^'moft^^*^'**'*^ 

flouriihing 
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flourifliing  time  of  the  Gommonwealth,  fbrefaw, 
by  the  mere  difpofition  of  affairs,  that  the  go- 
vernment of  Rome  would  at  long-run  return  to 
monarchy. 

The  reafon  of  this  revolution  b,  that  the  di- 
vifion  between  the  orders  could  never  ceaie  a- 
mong  the  Romans,  but  by  the  authority  of  an 
abiblut#  mailer,  and  that,  befides,  liberty  wa^ 
too  dear  to  be  voluntarily  parted  with.  It  was 
thewfore  gradually  to  be  weakened  by  fpecious 
pretences,  and  by.  that  means  to  be  made  capa- 
ble of  being  ruined  by  open  force. 
P«lit.  V.  4.  lmpofition,according  to  Ariftotle,  (hould  begin 
with  nattering  the  people,  and  muft  naturally  be 
followed  by  violence.  , 

But  hence  they  muft  fall  into  another  inconvem- 
ence  by  the  power  of  the  military  men,  an  evil  in- 
evitable, to  that  ftate. 

In  fad,  that  monarchy  which  the  Cefars  formed, 
having  erefted  itfelf  by  arms,  muft  needs  be 
wholely  military  5  and  for  this  reafon  it  eftablifli- 
ed  itfelf  under  the  name  of  emperor,  the  proper 
and  natural  title  of  the  command  of  armies. 

Thereby  you  may  have  obferved,  that  as  the 
commonwealth  had  its  inevitable  weaknefs,  that 
is,  the  je^loufy  between  the  people  and  fenate, 
{o  the  monarchy  of  the  Cefars  had  alio  its  foible, 
which  was  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  foldiers  who 
had  made  them. 

For  it  was  not  poffible  that  the  military  men, 

who  had  overturned  the  government,  and  fet.  up 

i  the  emperors,  fliould  be  long  without  perceiving, 

that  it  was  they  m  effcft  who  difpofcd  of  the 

empire.  , 

•  You 
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,  You  may  now  add  to  the  times  you  have  been 
obierving,  thofe  which  exhibit  to  you  the  ftate 
and  alteration  of  the  (pldieryj  that  wherein  it  is 
fubjedt  and  attached*  to  the  fenate  and  Roman 
people  i  thilt  wherein  it  devotes  itfelf  to  its  gene- 
rals; that  wherein  it  raifes  them  to  abfolute 
power  under  the  military  title  of  emperors  •,  and 
that  wherein  being  .matter  infome  fort  of  its  em-? 
perors,  it  makes  and  unmakes,  them  ^t  pleafure. 
Hence  the  remiflhefs  of  difcipline,  hence  the  fe-t 
ditions  and  wars,  you  have  feen ;  hence,  in  fine, 
the  ruin  of  the  foldiery,  together  with  that  of  the 
empire. 

Such  are  the  remarkable  timjes  which  exhibit 

to  us  the  revolutions  of  the  ftate  of  Rome  con-j 

iidered   in  herfelf..     Thofe  which    make    her 

►  known  to  us,  with  reference  to  other  nations, 

are  no  lefe  eaiy  to  be  difcerned. 

There  is  a  time  when  fhe  fights  againft  her 
equals,  and  is  in  danger.  It  lafts  fomewhat 
above  five  hundred  years,  and  ends  at  the  de-? 
ftrudiori  of  the  Cauls  in  Italy,  and  of  the  em- 
pire of  the  Carthaginians, 

That  wherein  ftie  fights  always  with  advan- 
tage and  without  danger,  how  great  foever  be 
the  wars  which  fhe  undertakes.  It  lafts  two 
hundred  years,  and  reaches  to  the  eftablilhment 
of  the  empire  of  the  Cefars, 

That'  wherein  ftie  preferves  her  empire  and 
riiajefty.  It  lafts  four  hundred  years,  and  ends 
at  the  reign  of  Theodofius  the  Great. 

That  finally,  wherein  her  empire,  wounded 
on  ^1  fides,  falls  piece^meal.  This  ftate,  which 
Iafi3  4^0  four  hundred  years^  coxnffienc?s  at  the 

h  1  &nt 
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fbns  of  Theodofius,  and  terminates  at  laft  -in 

•  Charlemagne. 

L  am  not  ignorant,  Sm,  that  there  might  be 
added  to  the  caufcs  of  the  rmi\  of  Rome  a  great 
many  particular  incidents.  The  rigour  of  cre- 
ditors* to  their  debtors  excited  great  and  frequent 
revolts.  The  prodigious  number  of  gladiators 
and  flaves  with  which  Rome  and  Italy  were  in- 
cumbered, occafioned  terrible  violences,  and   c- 

I  ven  bloody  wars.  Rome,  ^  drained  by  fo  many 
domcftic  and  foreign  wars,  made  herielf  fo  many 
new  citizens,  either  through  folicitation  or  ne-  i 
ccflity,  that  (he  could  hardly  know  herfelf  again, 
among  fo  many  ftrangers  whom  fhe  had  natu- 
ralized. The  fenate'  filled  with  Barbarians  :  the 
Roman  blood  became  mixed :  the  love  of  the  I 
country,  whereby  Rome  had  raifed  herfelf  above 
all  the  nations  of  the  world,  was  not  natural  to 
thofe  citizens  come  from  abroad,  and  the  reft 
were  tainted  by  the  mixture.  Partialities  mul- 
tiplied with  that  prodigious  multiplicity  of  new 
citizens ;  and  turbulent  fpirits  found  new  means 
to  difturb  arid  to  cnterprize. 

Mean  while  the  number  of  poor  increafed 
without  end,  through  the  luxury,  debauchery, 
jmd  idlenefs,  that  were  introducing.  Thofe 
v^ho  found  themfelves  ruined,  had  no  refourcc 
but  in  feditions,  and  in  any  event  cared  little, 
though  all  fhould  go  to  wreck  after  them.  You 
know  that  this  was  what  occafioned  Catiline's 
corlfpiracy.  The  ambitious  great,  and  wretches 
that  have  nothing  to  lofe,  are  always  fond  of 
change.  Thefe  two  kinds  of  citizens  prevailed 
in  Kome :  and   the  middle  ftate,  which  alone 

keeps 
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keeps  the  balance  in  popular  governments,  being 
the  v/eakeft,  the  republic  muft  neceflarily  fall. 

To  this  we  may  alfo  join,  the  particular  hu- 
mour and  genius  of  thofe  who  caufed  tl  .  s  it 
motions,  I  mean,  of  the  Gracchi,  of  Mhi^^Iv  ^ 
Sylla,  Pompey,  Julius  defar,  Antony,  an  '  y  - 
guftus.  I  have  taken  fome  notice  of  them; 
but  I  have  chiefly  applied  myfelf  to  difcover  to 
you  the  general  caufes  and. true  root  of  the  evil, 
namely,  that  jealoufy  between  the  two  orders, 
whereof  it  was  of  moment  to  you  to  confider  all 
the  confequences. 

But  remember.  Sir,  that  that  long  conca-; 
tenation  of  particular  caufes,  which  make  and 
unmake  empires,  depends  upon  the  fecret  or- 
.  ders  of  divine  providence.     God  from  the  high-s 
eft  heavens  holds  the  reins  of  aU  the  kingdoms . 
of  the  earth ;   he   hath  all  hearts  in  his  hand  ? 
(bmetimes  he  reftrains  the  paflions,  fometimes 
he  gives  a  loofe  to  them  -,  and  thereby  moveth 
all  mankind.     Means  he  to  make  conquerors  ? 
He  caufes  terror  to  march  before  them,  and  in-  . 
fpires  them  and  their  foldiers  with  an  invincible 
,  refolution.     Means  he  to  make  lawgivers  ?    He 
.  fends   them  his  fpirit  of  wifdom  and  forefight ; 
he  enables  them  to  prevent  the  evils  that  threat- 
en ftates,   and   to  lay  the  foundations  of  public  * 
tranquillity.     He  knows  human  wifdom  to  be 
always  fhort  in  'fome  refpeft  -,  he  enlightens  it, . 
he  enlarges  its  views ;  and  then  he  leaves  it  to 
its  own  ignorance,  he  blinds  it,  he   precipitates 
it ;  he  confounds  it  by  itfelf,  it  involves  itfelf, 
it  entangles  itfelf  in   its  own  fubtleties,  and  its 
precautions  are  a  faare  to  it.     God  cxercife$  by  ^ 

Liz  ^  this   ' 
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this  means  tiis  dreadful  judgments,  according 
to  the  rules  of  his  ever  unerring  juftice.  He  it 
is  who  prepares  efFefts  in  the  remotcft  caufes, 
an  ^  he  it  is  who  ftrikes  thofe*  great  ftrokes,  the 
<56^ter-ftroke  whereof  is  of  fuch  extenfive  con- 
fequence.  When  he  means  to  let  loofe  the  lat- 
ter, and  to  overturn  empires,  *  their  counfds  are 
weak  and  irregular.  Egypt,  formerly  fo  wife, 
gpes  on  inebriated,  rafh,  and  reeling,  becaufe 
the  Lord  hath  fpread  the  fpirit  of  giddinefs  in 
her  counfels.  She  knows  no  more  what  flie 
does:  (he  is  loft.  But  let  not  men  deceive 
themfelvest  God  fets  right,  when  he  pleafes, 
the  bewildered  judgment,  and  he  who  infulted 
over  the  blindnefs  of  others,  falls  oftentimes  into 
thicker  darknefs  himfelf,  without  there  needing 
any  thing  elfe  to  turn  his  head,  than  his  long 
courfe  of  profperity. 

Thus  it  is  that  God  reigns  over  all  nations, 
Let  us  talk  no  more  of  chance;  or  of  fortune,  or 
talk  of  them  only  as  of  a  name  with  which  we 
cover  our  ignorance.  What  is  chance  in  regard 
to  our  uncertain  counfels,  is  a  concerted  defign 
In  a  higher  counfel,  that  is,  in  that  eternal  counfel, 
which  contains  all  caufes  and  effecfts  in  one  and 
the  fame  order.  In  this  manner  every  thing  con- 
curs to  the  fame  end;  and  it  is  for  want  of  un- 
derftanding  the  whole,  that  we  find  chance  or 
irregularity  in  particular  emergencies. 

Thereby  is  verified  the  faying  of  the  Apofticj 
9  Tim.  vi.  16.  that  God  is  the  blejfed  and  only  Potentate^  the  Kini 
of  kings ^  and  Lord  of  lords.     Blefled,  whofe  p^a^^ 
is  unalterable,  who  fees  every  thing  change  with- 
out changing  himfelf,  and  who  caufe§  all  ttvo- 
,  ...  .  Jutions 
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lutions  by  an  immutable  counfel;  who  gives  and 
takes  away  po\yer,  who  transfers  it  from  one 
man  to  another,  from  one  man  to  another,  fron\ 
6ne  houfe  to  another,  from  one  people  to  another^ 
to  fhew,  that  they  all  have  it  only  borrowed,  and 
^l^at  'tis  he  ^one  i(i  whom  it  naturally  refides. 

Therefore  is  it  that  all  who  govern  find  them- 
felves  fubjeft  to  a  greater  power.  They  do 
more  or  lefsthan  they  intend,  and  their  counfels 
have  never  failed  to  have  unforefeen  effefts. 
N[either  are  they  matters  of  the  difpofitions  which 
paft  ages  have  given  affairs,  nor  can  they  forefee 
what  couffe  futurity  will  take;  far  lefs  are  they 
ible  to  force  it.  He  alone  lioldeth  all  in  his  own 
hand,  who  knows  the  name  of  that  which  is,  and 
of  that ,  which  is  not  yet,  who  over-rule$.  all 
fimes,  and  prevents  all  counfels. 

Little  did  Alexander  think  that  he  was  lab^r-. 
ing  for  his  captains,  or  to  tiini  his  houfe  by  Jbj^^ 
conquefts.     When  Brutus  infpired  the  Roman 

Seople  with  a  boundlefs  love  of  liberty,  he  neve.r 
.  reamt  that  he  was  fowing  in  their  minds  the 
feeds  of  that  immoderate  licence,  whereby  -^he 
tyranny  he  meant  to  deftroy  was  to  be  one  day. 
j-eftored  mgre  grievous  than  under  the  TarquitisJ' 
When  tbe  Celars  were  flattering  the  foldiers,  they 
had  no  intention  of  giving  mafters  to  their  fuc-> 
c'eflbrs,  ^nd  to  the  empire:  In  a  word,  there  is 
no  human  power  that  does  not  minifter,  whether 
it  will  or  no,  to  other  defigns  than  its  own. 
God  only  knows  how  to  bring  every  thing  about 
to  his  will :  and  therefore  every  thing  is  fur- 
prizing,  to  confider  only  particular  caufes ;  and 
yet  eVery  thing  goes  on  with  a  regular  progref- 
fion.  This  work  hath,  I  hope,  made  you  under- 
ftand  It  I  and  to  fay  no  morjs  of  other  empires^ 

you 
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you  fee  by  how  many  unforefecn  counfcls,  but 
3»?r.  X>-  '  ■      neVerthelefs  coherent  in  themfelves,  the  fortune 

of  Jlome  hath  been  traced  from  Romulus  down 
toCharlcmagne. 
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You   will  perhaps  think.  Sir,  that  I  fhould 
';>viirVv^"       have    told    you  fomething  more    about    your 

Frenchmen,  and  about  Charlemagne,  who  found- 
ed the  new  Empire.  But  befides  that  his  hiftory 
makes  part  of  that  of  France,  which  you  your- 
felf  are  writing,  and  in  which  you  are  already 
fo  far  advanced,  I  referve  it  for  a  fecond  part  I 
intend  to  make  you  of  this  work ;  wherein  I 
fhall  have  neceflary  occafion  to  fpeak  to  you  o£ 
France,  and  of  that  great  Conqueror,  who,  equal 
in  valour  to  any  that  antiquity  boafts,  furpaffes 
thcTi  in  piety,  wifdom,  andjuftice. 

The  (ame  fecond  part  will  difcover  to  you  the' 
taufes  of  the  prodigious  fuccefs  of  Mahomet  and 
his  fucceflbrs.  That  empire  which-commenced 
t^wo  bundled  years  before  Charlemagne,  might 
fin^d  its  place  in  this  part,  ^  but  I  thought  it  would 
b^  better  to  fet  before  you,  in  one  and  the  fame 
pribgreffion,  its  rife  and  its  decline. 

Thus  I  have  no  more  to  fay  upon  the  firft  part 
of  Univerfal  Hiftory.  You  .will  difcover  all  its- 
fe(^rets,  and  it  will  now  be  entirely  in  your  own 
power  to  obferve  in  it  the  whole  progreffion  of 
Religion,  and  that  of  great  Empires,  dpwn  to; 
Charlemagne.  '  ; 

While  you  fee  tfeem  fall,  almoft  all  of  them- 
felves, and  fhall  fee  Religion  fupport  itfelf  by  its 
own  power,  you  will  eafily  underftand  what  '\\ 
folid  greatnefs,  and  wherein  a  wife  man  ought' 
to  plai:e  iiis  hope.  . 

F    I    N    I    S.  ^ 
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